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Alexander the Great and his horse Bucephalus were at the head of the elite Macedonian cavalry. During their conquests they
may have discovered Himalayan salt. Credit: Public Domain / Wikimedia Commons

During their numerous conquests across much of the known world,

Alexander the Great and his horse Bucephalas led the elite Macedonian

cavalry. According to one legend, they even discovered Himalayan salt,

famous today for its  pinkish tint and its essential trace elements required

by the body.

The horses had worked hard in battle and on the trail and during a moment

of respite licked the salt-covered rocks in the hills overlooking the Hyaspes

River. This alerted the soldiers to the salt deposits there.

Whether the anecdote is true or not, it speaks to the bond between horse

and rider and the many trials and adventures they shared. For the cavalry in

Alexander’s army, the bond between horse and rider was tempered in the

heat of battle. This was especially true for Alexander himself, who named a

city after Bucephalas when his faithful steed finally passed away.

The Battle of Hydaspes
Having defeated the Achaemenid Persian Empire of Darius III, Alexander

pressed further east. After subduing Bactria and leaving a contingent to

garrison these newly conquered territories, he set his sights on the Indian

subcontinent.

King Porus, who ruled over an Indian kingdom in the Punjab region, refused

to submit to Alexander. The two kings met in battle on the banks of the

Hydaspes River – now called the Jhelum River) – in May 326 BC.

Alexander’s army had to contend with a difficult river crossing and a large

force of enemy elephants, which his men had not seen before.

Nevertheless, the Macedonian king was able to cross the river leading a

contingent of Companion cavalry and horse archers of the Dahae, where he

was able to outflank and defeat Porus.

After the battle, Alexander recognized in Porus the character of a great

warrior king and allowed him to retain ownership of his lands. Thus, Porus

continued to rule over the annexed territories of Punjab as a satrap.
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Discovery of Himalayan salt recovered horses from poor
health
After the battle, Alexander’s men were no doubt tired and hungry. This was

also true of their horses. Alexander deployed between 5,000 and 7,000

cavalry at the battle of the Hydaspes, so his army was marching with a very

large number of horses.

It was then that some of the horses supposedly began licking rocks in the

area. When the cavalrymen dismounted and inspected the rocks, they found

the distinctive pink Himalayan salt, which is enjoyed around the world

today.

According to some versions of the story, the horses who licked the rocks

quickly recovered from poor health. There could be truth to this since

horses require salt in their diet, specifically sodium chloride. Horses with

heavy workloads require a higher salt intake to be healthy. The horses in

Alexander’s army had just crossed a river and fought in a taxing battle, so it

is likely their sodium and mineral intake required replenishment when they

found the salt deposits.

Not far from the Hydaspes/Jhelum River, is the modern Khewra Salt Mine. If

the anecdote about Alexander’s horses is true, it was here that they found

the salt deposits. Today, it is the second-largest rock salt mine in the world.

The historicity of the anecdote and its origin is uncertain. Even if

Alexander’s cavalry did stumble across the salt deposits, it is possible that

other people were aware of them long before the Macedonian conqueror

ever set foot in the region.

Between 3300 and 1300 BC, the Indus Valley civilization flourished in

Punjab. In the following centuries, several kingdoms sprung up in the

region, until it was annexed by the Persians. Any number of these cultures

could have found the salt mines first.

Khewra Salt Mine. Credit: Shikari7 / Wikimedia Commons CC BY-SA 3.0

Alexander the Great and his horse Bucephalus
One horse in Alexander’s army was particularly special, his own charger

Bucephalus. He was a massive steed with a black coat and a white star on

his forehead. In Greek, his name meant Ox Head, perhaps in reference to

his uncontrollable personality.

According to the 2nd century AD historian Plutarch, Philoneicus the

Thessalian brought the horse to Philip II, Alexander’s father. However, the

horse was impossible to control and no man could tame him.

Alexander looked upon the horse and said “What a horse they are losing,

because, for lack of skill and courage, they cannot manage him!” He was

just a boy at the time but noticed that the horse was afraid of its own

shadow. Using this knowledge, he turned Bucephalus to the sun and was

able to tame him.

Alexander rode Bucephalus into battle until the steed’s death in 326 BC.

According to the ancient Greek historian Arrian, Bucephalus was 30 when he

died.  His death was either due to old age or to wounds sustained during

the Battle of Hydaspes.

In his honor, Alexander named a city Bucephala in Punjab after him. The

Macedonian king did not live for many years longer, himself. He died in 323

BC at the age of 32.
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See all the latest news from Greece and the world at Greekreporter.com.

Contact our newsroom to report an update or send your story, photos and

videos. Follow GR on Google News and subscribe here to our daily email!
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Former British Prime Minister Boris Johnson has claimed that Russian President Vladimir Putin threatened him with a missile
in the days leading up to the invasion of Ukraine. Credit: [Left] Council.gov.ru / Wikimedia Commons CC BY 4.0 [Right] UK
Prime Minister’s Office / Wikimedia Commons OGL 3

Former British Prime Minister Boris Johnson has claimed that Russian President Vladimir

Putin threatened him during a telephone call shortly before the invasion of Ukraine.

Johnson made the claim in a documentary for the BBC. According to the

former prime minister, he spoke with Putin just days before Russian forces

invaded Ukraine.

The Kremlin has denied the claims and dismissed Johnson as a liar.

Meanwhile, the UK and other Western nations continue to supply Ukraine

with military equipment and financial support.

Boris Johnson says Vladimir Putin threatened him with a
missile
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A Mysterious Blue Spiral Appears in the Sky Over Hawaii. Credit: Merikanto / Wikimedia Commons / CC BY-SA 4.0

Although it may look frightening and suspicious, like a UFO, the explanation

for this intriguing blue spiral in the sky, is actually much more

straightforward.

The dazzling scene, which was observed by many in Hawaii’s sky and left

them confused, was in fact, the result of a rocket launch carried out by

SpaceX.

Shortly after billionaire entrepreneur Elon Musk’s SpaceX launched a GPS

satellite into space for the US Space Force last Wednesday, it was captured

on video by the Subaru Telescope, which is positioned at the summit of

Maunakea.

‘On Jan 18, 2023 (HST), the Subaru-Asahi Star Camera captured a

mysterious flying spiral over Maunakea, Hawaii,’ Subaru Telescope officials

from the National Astronomical Observatory of Japan tweeted.

‘The spiral seems to be related to the SpaceX company’s launch of a new

satellite.’

Subaru Telescope Eng
@SubaruTel_Eng · Follow

On Jan 18, 2023 (HST), the Subaru-Asahi Star 
Camera captured a mysterious flying spiral over 
Maunakea, Hawai`i. The spiral seems to be related to 
the SpaceX company's launch of a new satellite.
Watch the video:
youtube.com/watch?v=Ko8FhK…
#SubaruTelescope

4:01 PM · Jan 19, 2023

Read the full conversation on Twitter
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Scott Tilley, a citizen scientist and satellite tracker responded to the

question by stating that the orientation of the spiral was an almost perfect

match for where the second stage of SpaceX’s Falcon 9 rocket would likely

be located minutes after launch.

GPS satellite launched by SpaceX
On Wednesday at 7:24 a.m. Eastern Time, SpaceX successfully launched

the GPS satellite from Cape Canaveral in the state of Florida.

The upper stage of the Falcon 9 appeared to be venting unused fuel in the

shape of a spiral, according to experts, as the spacecraft made its slow

descent into the ocean.

When the rocket fuel is expelled, it immediately begins to freeze rapidly and

crystallize into the shape of a spiral. This spiral is then illuminated by the

sun.

Previous events of the same spiral in the sky
It is not the first time that spectators of a SpaceX launch have been left

with the impression that there may be UFOs present.

In June of the previous year, a mysterious blue spiral flying over the sky of

New Zealand startled observers, who speculated that it originated from

some other planet.

The erupting gas cloud illuminated the sky over Nelson, a city located at the

southernmost tip of New Zealand’s south island, and continued on its path

southward to Stewart Island, which is approximately 466 miles (750

kilometers) away.

However, after further investigation, experts concluded that the event was

brought about by a piece of man-made debris in the shape of a failing

rocket that Musk’s company launched.

Starlink satellites being deployed by SpaceX have also been blamed for a

trail of mysterious moving lights that terrified Australians in January 2022.

Recording-breaking launches by SpaceX
A record-breaking 61 launches were carried out by the company in 2022,

nearly doubling the previous year’s total of 31 lift-offs.

It has only been 19 days into 2023, but SpaceX has already launched five

rockets into space. This means that if the company maintains this pace, it

will have completed 96 missions by the end of the year.

See all the latest news from Greece and the world at Greekreporter.com.

Contact our newsroom to report an update or send your story, photos and

videos. Follow GR on Google News and subscribe here to our daily email!
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