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‘We won’t surrender’:
Coalition far-right
heads reject IAF
protest as akin to
coup bid
By TOI STAFF

Smotrich says Israel can’t manage
without pilots but also can’t be ruled
by ‘military junta’; Ben Gvir: We won’t
let government become subordinate
to army, overhaul laws will pass

1,142 Air Force reservists to end
volunteer duty in protest of judicial
overhaul

IAF chief: Slander of pilots, others
has caused harm that will take years
to @x

$ IDF pans viral staged clip of pilot
refusing to aid pro-overhaul ground
troops

Ex-Shin Bet chief justi@es army
reservists’ refusal to serve: ‘Overhaul
is a coup’

By CHARLIE SUMMERS

$ / Activists now on 4th day of their trek
from Tel Aviv to the Knesset, an event at once
combative and festive, as coalition prepares
next week to pass first judicial overhaul bill

As tensions boil,
thousands of protesters
march in self-styled
pilgrimage to Jerusalem

Palestinian teen killed, 3
Israeli troops hurt in
separate West Bank
clashes
By EMANUEL FABIAN

IDF and Border Police say forces opened
fire at rioters in Umm Safa and Beit
Ummar; one officer hurt by improvised
explosive device

ANALYSIS
LAZAR BERMAN

Herzog Rew to the US to
heal the Biden-Netanyahu
rift. Instead he exposed
its depth
After failing to forge compromise back
home, president’s visit to DC to get ties
back on track winds up with American
leader highlighting opposition to
judicial overhaul

Netanyahu:
‘Reasonableness’ law will
boost democracy; still
seeking wide agreement
By TOI STAFF

In televised address, premier claims efforts
being made for consensus on
‘reasonableness bill’ even as his government
fast-tracked it and is set to pass it into law
next week

Netanyahu to meet Erdogan
in Turkey next week, a Vrst
for an Israeli PM in 15 years
By AFP

The visit will take place days after a trip by
Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas

Judge sets May 2024 trial
date for Trump classiVed
documents case
By GERARD MARTINEZ and CHRIS LEFKOW

Decision comes after prosecutors asked for
proceedings to begin in December, while
former president’s defense attorneys
requested they be held after November 2024
election

By RENEE GHERT-ZAND

Researchers urge doctors to use overall
body fat composition, rather than body
mass index, to more accurately
determine patients’ health risks

Tel Aviv University
study argues third of
normal-weight Israelis
are secretly obese

TOI PODCAST

What Matters Now to Dr.
Yonatan Freeman: The

dictatorship tipping point
By AMANDA BORSCHEL-DAN

% / International relations & media
lecturer at the Hebrew University

explains why Israel’s democracy is
stronger than ever – despite inflamed

rhetoric capturing headlines on all sides

OBITUARY

Tony Bennett, master of
American musical
standards, dies at 96
By CHARLES J. GANS

$ / Crooner, known for his classic hit’s like
‘I Left My Heart In San Francisco,’ released
more than 70 albums, including a No. 1 at
aged 88, a duets project with Lady Gaga

MUSICAL FRAGMENTS

Jewish businessman returns
Beethoven skull pieces to
Vienna
By AFP

Paul Kaufmann inherited composer’s 10 skull
parts, brought by his family to the US upon
fleeing the Nazis

Two years after
deportation orders, 130
African Hebrew Israelites
linger in limbo
By ILAN BEN ZION

Dozens of community members have no
formal status in Israel and were ordered to
leave, but Israeli authorities have yet to rule
on their appeals

Algeria denounces Israeli
recognition of Western
Sahara
By AFP

Algerian-backed Polisario Front claims right
to self-determination over disputed territory
that Israel recognized this week as being
under Moroccan sovereignty
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At least 15 arrested as protests turn
@ery after PM doubles down on
overhaul

Former AG: Coalition’s bill is a ‘coup,’
would ‘crush’ judiciary and cause
‘tyranny’

Protests erupt as Bar Association
holds emergency meet to @ght
judicial overhaul

Man stabbed, seriously hurt in
suspected terror incident in
Jerusalem’s Gilo

IDF oQcer crushed to death by falling
container at base in south

Palestinian teen killed in clashes with
IDF during pilgrimage to Joseph’s
Tomb

NYT’s Friedman says he believes
Biden warned Netanyahu over judicial
shakeup in call

Career diplomat Stephanie Hallett
now interim US embassy chief as
Nides departs

Opposition @gures castigate
Netanyahu for speech ‘full of lies and
incitement’

Key Haredi newspaper questions
wisdom of continued backing of
judicial overhaul

Trump to return ancient
lamps to Israel after
antiquities authority said to
protest

The Jewish story behind
Christopher Nolan’s ‘Oppenheimer,’

explained

From our archive: Helping the US get
the bomb, this Jewish

mathematician faced an ethical
problem

From our archives / Crooner Tony
Bennett feted for WWII service as
Congress opens

From our archives / Tony Bennett’s
daughter says Judaism keeps her
from Zying to the moon

Western Sahara rebels say Israel’s
recognition of Morocco rule over area
meaningless

Moroccan king invites Netanyahu for
oQcial visit after Western Sahara
recognition

Defense expert: Pittsburgh
gunman had traumatic
childhood, couldn’t function
as adult
By PETER SMITH

Prison Service chief says
she’ll resign at end of year
following spat with Ben Gvir
By TOI STAFF

Muslim nations outraged
following latest Quran
desecration in Sweden
By JON GAMBRELL, ABBY SEWELL,
NASSER KARIMI and MUNIR AHMED

Two men shot dead in
northern Arab town; man
stabbed to death in Ashdod
By MICHAEL HOROVITZ

Levin to set up commission
of inquiry into alleged illicit
police use of spyware
By TOI STAFF

US dispatches more
warships, jets to Persian
Gulf to protect shipping
lanes
By AP

Malka Leifer, charged with
sexual abuse, to be
sentenced in Australia next
month
By ROD MCGUIRK

A Trump-pardoned criminal
and an Israeli among 5
charged in $35m. wire fraud
scheme
By AP

Cleveland rabbi punished for
stealing university group’s
Palestinian banner
By ANDREW LAPIN

After series of errors, Tel
Aviv hospital barred from
accepting new IVF patients
By RENEE GHERT-ZAND

At House censorship
hearing, Robert Kennedy Jr.
denies antisemitism
accusations
By LISA MASCARO and ALI SWENSON

Court temporarily blocks law
bene@tting Deri ally in
Tiberias municipal race
By TOI STAFF

RAYMOND APPLE

Is God our enemy? A
midrash for the Three

Weeks

LEAH HERZOG

Moses’ last speech: Words to
live by

MICHAEL RAINSBURY

Rewriting Hatikva: The
significance of President

Herzog’s speech

BEATRICE WEBER

No Hasidic child left behind.
That’s my dream.

NANCY CAHNERS

My day of disruption

BETH SARAFRAZ

The Holocaust survivor’s
wife

GUY LURIE

Under Levin, justice is
delayed, and delayed, and

delayed

MEIR JAVEDANFAR

The world ignores Iran’s
interest in Latin America to

global detriment

ARYEH EISENBERG

Sorry protesters, this ain’t
gonna work

JENNIE ROSENN

American Jews’ priorities
are clear, so why don’t we

see them?

DAN PERRY

Above all, this is an assault
on liberalism

TAMI LEHMAN-WILZIG

Children of protest
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FILM REVIEW

In ‘Oppenheimer,’
Judaism lends a stable

nucleus to moral
conflict of atomic

genius
By MATT GOLDBERG

Now in theaters, Christopher Nolan’s
movie about the man behind the A-

bomb shows a struggle between
pragmatism, humanism and

ambition – and the solace of a
Jewish friendship

%% LISTEN TO THE PODCAST

Filmmaker Ari Libsker (Facebook)

To view the pornographic comic book, “I Was Colonel Schultz’s Private
Bitch,” researchers must request special permission at the National Library
of Israel in Jerusalem.

After Israeli media deemed the 1962 pocketbook worthy of
“extermination,” the government issued orders to confiscate and destroy
every copy of the prisoner-of-war-camp rag. So inflammatory was “Colonel
Schultz” that newspaper Yediot Ahronot accused the Nazi-inspired
“Stalag” genre from which it came of spawning “immorality” among the
young generation.

Half a century later, some voices in Israel still seek to control the public’s
access to pornography, with the Knesset set to vote on a long-anticipated
Internet porn measure. The proposed law would require Internet service
providers block pornographic content unless a customer requests
permission to bypass the government-created porn filter.

Proponents of the anti-porn bill have cited the need to crack down on the
porn industry’s exploitation of women. Critics fear that religious
fundamentalists will ultimately censor content that few people consider
pornographic, such as information about breast cancer or women’s sports.

“Of course it is bad when women are exploited in pornography,” said
Israeli filmmaker Ari Libsker. “We need to find when that happens and
punish it. But we do not need to punish the whole system,” said Libsker,
director of the award-winning 2008 documentary, “Stalags.”

Get The Times of Israel's Daily Edition
by email and never miss our top stories

In an interview with The Times of Israel, Libsker called the pending porn
bill “a horrible overreach” by the Knesset’s Ultra-Orthodox religious
parties, including some legislators who are “extremist radicals,” he said. If
enacted, the law would be the government’s heftiest thrust against porn
since putting down “the Stalag epidemic” of 1963.

Covers of ‘Stalag’ pornographic comic books from early 1960s Israel (Courtesy: Heymann Films)

In dozens of Stalag plots, POW camps run by dominatrix-like SS women
are overrun by tormented male inmates, usually British or American
soldiers. The men proceed to torture, rape and murder their former
captors, some of whom were based on actual Nazis including “the Beast of
Belsen,” Irma Grese, and Hitler’s acclaimed “Triumph of the Will” director,
Leni Riefenstahl.

“A true and brutally honest story of the lives of male captives bound by
sadistic girls,” read the description of some Stalags. “Their entire essence
is based on the brimming lust for the blood of others, for deriving sadistic
pleasure from their pain, and for exploiting the manhood of the captive at
their mercy,” read the teaser.

The Stalags’ popularity cannot be
overstated. The most popular title,
Stalag 13, sold 25,000 copies to a
population the size of today’s Tel
Aviv, which is a whopping market
penetration. Also, Stalags were the
top reading material for 18-year old
Israeli boys in 1963, according to a
Hebrew University survey.

Today, when most Israeli teens have access to smart phones, cable TV and
social media, a government-imposed porn filter seems anachronistic.
However, according to Libsker, there is a lot more at stake than meets
wandering eyes.

“The question is who will decide what is porn and how will they decide it.
Because in Iran, a boy kissing a girl is considered pornography,” said
Libsker. “Pornography of the Holocaust, and pornography in general, will
never disappear.”

‘Accessing a dark, secret recent past’

As the grandson of Holocaust survivors, Ari Libsker has long been
intrigued by the Shoah’s “graphic and explicit” representation in Israeli
culture.

The filmmaker’s memory of Holocaust education revolves around images
of naked women, he said. Pupils were regularly shown photos — and
sometimes videos — featuring scantily clad or naked women who were
either suffering, about to be murdered, or dead.

Whether the photographs were of corpses at Bergen-Belsen, or of women
stripping before a mass shooting in Latvia, these images “became the
Holocaust” for some children of survivors. Before hearing their own
parents’ accounts of what took place in Europe, children were confronted
with the most pornographic images imaginable.

“The memory of the Holocaust was made pornographic, with everyone
focused on the graphic things and horrors,” said Libsker. “Until today, they
want to shock you, and it has become a competition,” he said.

One of only two photos in existence showing Jews entering gas chamber facilities in a Nazi death camp. Outside
the Crematoria V complex of Auschwitz-Birkenau, women enter the killing facility under the guise of taking
showers. (Public domain)

 

Shoah details had been largely repressed until the 1961 trial of Adolf
Eichmann, a key SS organizer of the genocide. For the first time, Israelis
heard explicit testimony about Nazi atrocities, including sexual violence.
Stalags premiered just before these dramatic radio-broadcast hearings, and
the series morphed into a fictional counterpart to weeks of Eichmann-
related testimony.

“People were dealing with trauma, and Stalags were something young
people used to deal with it,” said Libsker. “Young men were identifying
with American soldiers imprisoned in the camps who took revenge,” he
said.

Stalag authors pretended their series came from abroad, claiming each
copy was “translated fiction.” Attempts to hide the product’s local roots
were prudent at the time, considering Israelis’ limited exposure to
pornography and the volatile subject. The Stalag market expanded by leaps
and bounds, spreading far beyond the central bus station area of Tel Aviv
where the first installment premiered in 1961.

A prisoner-of-war camp in Pelkinie, Poland, 1941 (Public domain)

 

They heyday lasted for less than two years, at which point a Stalag called “I
was Colonel Schultz’s Private Bitch” featured a Jewish woman as the POW-
turned-avenger. This was a stark departure from the usual non-Jewish
male as protagonist set-up, and it was a lot for some people to process.

“The story of ‘Colonel Schultz’ was about a Jewish woman captured by a
Nazi officer who makes her his dog,” said Libsker. “Then she gets revenge
and he becomes her dog,” he said.

“This was the first and only time the hero was a Jew and a woman. The true
story under all the Stalags was revealed for the first time,” said Libsker.

Apparently, young Israelis could identify with captured British pilots as
stand-in victims, but a Jewish woman in that role prompted a ban on all
Stalags forever.

After claims that Stalags were fueling street crime, a court ordered police
to confiscate and destroy every copy of “Colonel Schultz.” The series was
branded “literary filth,” and Stalags imploded without giving readers a
final money-shot.

Covers of ‘Stalag’ pornographic comic books from early 1960s Israel (Courtesy: Heymann Films)

 

“As some Israelis who were children and teenagers at the time testify, the
Stalags provided sexual titillation in a society that repressed it, and also
the illicit thrill of accessing a dark, secret recent past their European-born
parents never discussed,” wrote commentator Andrew O’Hehir.

Calling Stalags “a dream-world, midnight version of the Eichmann
revelations,” O’Hehir said the series doled out “a Stockholm-syndrome
equation of evil with eros, and a juvenile revenge fantasy, all rolled into
one.”

Whether or not the Knesset passes a law limiting access to Internet porn,
one rule is unlikely to change: viewing an original copy of “I Was Colonel
Schultz’s Private Bitch” will still cost a round-trip to the basement of
Israel’s National Library in Jerusalem, plus having to ask a librarian’s
permission.

The 1961 trial of Adolf Eichmann in Jerusalem, after which the so-called ‘architect’ of the Holocaust was
sentenced to death (Wikimedia Commons)
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'PEOPLE WERE DEALING WITH TRAUMA, AND STALAGS WERE SOMETHING YOUNG PEOPLE USED TO DEAL WITH IT'

When Israel banned Nazi-inspired ‘Stalag’ porn
As the Knesset prepares a bill to ‘filter’ Internet pornography, a peek at the Jewish state’s 1963 show-down with

Holocaust-infused comics
By MATT LEBOVIC | 17 November 2016, 4:29 am | - 1
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Covers of 'Stalag' pornographic comic books from early 1960s Israel (Courtesy: Heymann Films)
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JH Jordan Hoffman
16 November, 2016

This is fascinating. The more helpful thing would be to try to understand the 
pain that people were in only 20 years after the Holocause and the need to 
purge the psychological demons through this dark fiction. Naturally, rather 
than try to contain it, analyze it and try to find some healing, the G...See 
more
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