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Canada 150: Pamela Anderson a
centennial-day baby who became a
global sex icon

There’s little dispute that Pamela Anderson is a pop culture
icon of enormous reach, magnitude — and ironic
contradictions.
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Pamela Anderson at the Los Angeles launch party for the late Prince's song Animal Kingdom, a
benefit for PETA (People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals) — a cause that Anderson also

strongly supports — in Los Angeles last June. PHOTO BY MATT WINKELMEYER /Getty Images
files

To mark Canada’s 150" birthday, we are counting down to Canada Day with
profiles of 150 noteworthy British Columbians.

She’s been called TV’s first sex goddess. Cultural critic Chuck Klosterman called
her “the embodiment of modern female sexuality.” The Encyclopedia of British
Columbia dryly notes that at the end of the 20th century, she could claim to be
the most widely recognized Canadian in the world.
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There’s little dispute that Anderson is a pop culture icon of enormous reach,
magnitude — and ironic contradictions. TRENDING &

Coquitlam man charged
with murder as

. condolences pour in for
other woman. She played a comic book superhero in the 1996 movie Barb Wire, slain RCMP Const. Rick...

In the Wall Street Journal, she has denounced pornography as being for losers, 1

but has appeared on the cover of Playboy magazine 15 times, more than any

set, amusingly, in a dystopian future 2017 in which the United States was in

thrall to Donald Trump-like villains. And she has appeared, bereft of cosmetic

'00, I'm so scared': A
Canadian house responds
to Ottawa’s pledge to make
it affordable

enhancements, in the avant-garde science fiction short Connected, a moral tale
about physical decay, the cult of beauty, and a coming singularity in which
humans merge with machines.

She had breast implants, then had them removed. She now advocates against
A first in B.C. as parasite
that causes whirling
disease invades

critics say public fascination with the controversial video and sympathy for the southeastern lake

breast augmentation. An explicit sex tape made with her then-husband Tommy

Lee, drummer with the metal band Motley Crue, was stolen and sold online. But

victim amped up her career. The tape is now thought to possibly be the most

widely distributed film in history.

West Vancouver's 'Party
House With a View' goes up
in flames
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Pamela Anderson as the Labatt alkBlue Zone Girl,allil after she was allldiscoveredallll by beer
company executives who spotted her on the B.C. Place Stadiumalllls scoreboard display during a
1989 B.C. Lions football game. PHOTO BY HANDOUT

Anderson was born in Ladysmith on Canada Day, 1967, the eldest of Barry and
Carol Anderson’s two children. She was an athlete at school — she ran the New
York Marathon at age 46 — then worked as a waitress. At age 19, she moved to
Vancouver.

She owes her roller-coaster ride to fame to the B.C. Lions. It was at a football
game, wearing a Labatt’s T-shirt, that beer company advertising executives
spotted her on the stadium’s scoreboard display and deftly signed her to an
advertising contract as “The Blue Zone Girl.” She later appeared on the cover of
Playboy, snagged a minor role in the television comedy Home Improvement,
and took a major role in the action melodrama Baywatch, one of the most
widely watched television shows with more than a billion viewers each week.

She has two children from three marriages and campaigns actively for human
rights, animal rights, against domestic violence, and for environmental causes.

“I am the ultimate California girl,” Anderson has said, “which is funny, being
that I'm Canadian.”

CLICK HERE to report a typo.

Is there more to this story? We'd like to hear from you about this or any other
stories you think we should know about. Email vantips@postmedia.com.

Pamela Anderson at the height of her tabloid celebrity fame with former husband Tommy Lee
(though not at that particular time) at a movie premiere in October 2003. PHOTO BY FREDERICK
M. BROWN /Getty Images files
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Postmedia is committed to maintaining a lively but civil forum for discussion
and encourage all readers to share their views on our articles. Comments may
take up to an hour for moderation before appearing on the site. We ask you to
keep your comments relevant and respectful. We have enabled email
notifications—you will now receive an email if you receive a reply to your
comment, there is an update to a comment thread you follow or if a user you
follow comments. Visit our Community Guidelines for more information and

details on how to adjust your email settings.
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