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O Jerusalem's old city walls. Arabs constitute about 20% of Israel's population, but relationships
between Jews and Arabs are rare. Photograph: Uriel Sinai/Getty Images

A Palestinian man has been convicted of rape after having consensual sex
with a woman who had believed him to be a fellow Jew.

Sabbar Kashur, 30, was sentenced to 18 months in prison on Monday after
the court ruled that he was guilty of rape by deception. According to the
complaint filed by the woman with the Jerusalem district court, the two met
in downtown Jerusalem in September 2008 where Kashur, an Arab from East
Jerusalem, introduced himself as a Jewish bachelor seeking a serious
relationship. The two then had consensual sex in a nearby building before
Kashur left.

When she later found out that he was not Jewish but an Arab, she filed a
criminal complaint for rape and indecent assault.

Although Kashur was initially charged with rape and indecent assault, this
was changed to a charge of rape by deception as part of a plea bargain
arrangement.
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Handing down the verdict, Tzvi Segal, one of three judges on the case, had become disorientated

acknowledged that sex had been consensual but said that although not "a
classical rape by force," the woman would not have consented if she had not
believed Kashur was Jewish.
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The sex therefore was obtained under false pretences, the judges said. "If she ot
nis

hadn't thought the accused was a Jewish bachelor interested in a serious
romantic relationship, she would not have cooperated," they added.

The court ruled that Kashur should receive a jail term and rejected the option
of a six-month community service order. He was said to be seeking to appeal.

Segal said: "The court is obliged to protect the public interest from
sophisticated, smooth-tongued criminals who can deceive innocent victims
at an unbearable price - the sanctity of their bodies and souls. When the very
basis of trust between human beings drops, especially when the matters at
hand are so intimate, sensitive and fateful, the court is required to stand
firmly at the side of the victims - actual and potential - to protect their
wellbeing. Otherwise, they will be used, manipulated and misled, while
paying only a tolerable and symbolic price."

Gideon Levy, a liberal Israeli commentator, was quoted as saying: "I would
like to raise only one question with the judge. What if this guy had been a
Jew who pretended to be a Muslim and had sex with a Muslim woman?

"Would he have been convicted of rape? The answer is: of course not."

Arabs constitute about 20% of Israel's population, but relationships between
Jews and Arabs are rare. There are few mixed neighbourhoods or towns, and
Arabs suffer routine discrimination.

Israeli MPs are considering a law requiring prospective Israeli citizens to
declare loyalty to Israel as a "Jewish, democratic state". Many Arabs would
balk at swearing allegiance to a state which they see as explicitly excluding or
marginalising them.

Dan Meridor, a deputy prime minister in Binyamin Netanyahu's government,
is opposed to the proposal. "Why does every bill need the word 'Jewish' in it
- to show the Arab citizens that it doesn't belong to them? Then we're all
shocked when they radicalise their stance.

"The majority doesn't need to remind the minority that it is in fact a minority
all the time," he added.

I hope you appreciated this article. Before you move on, I wanted to ask if
you would consider supporting the Guardian’s journalism as we enter one
of the most consequential news cycles of our lifetimes in 2024.

With the potential of another Trump presidency looming, there are
countless angles to cover around this year’s election - and we'll be there to
shed light on each new development, with explainers, key takeaways and
analysis of what it means for America, democracy and the world.

From Elon Musk to the Murdochs, a small number of billionaire owners
have a powerful hold on so much of the information that reaches the
public about what’s happening in the world. The Guardian is different. We
have no billionaire owner or shareholders to consider. Our journalism is
produced to serve the public interest - not profit motives.

And we avoid the trap that befalls much US media: the tendency, born of a
desire to please all sides, to engage in false equivalence in the name of
neutrality. We always strive to be fair. But sometimes that means calling
out the lies of powerful people and institutions - and making clear how
misinformation and demagoguery can damage democracy.

From threats to election integrity, to the spiraling climate crisis, to complex
foreign conflicts, our journalists contextualize, investigate and illuminate
the critical stories of our time. As a global news organization with a robust
US reporting staff, we’re able to provide a fresh, outsider perspective - one
so often missing in the American media bubble.

Around the world, readers can access the Guardian’s paywall-free
journalism because of our unique reader-supported model. That’s because
of people like you. Our readers keep us independent, beholden to no
outside influence and accessible to everyone - whether they can afford to
pay for news, or not.

If you can, please consider supporting us just once from $1, or better yet,
support us every month with a little more. Thank you.

Betsy Reed
Editor, Guardian US
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