
ALBEMARLE PIPPIN, the most famous of Virginia

apples, originated in 1700 near the village of

Newtown on Long Island, New York.

Col. Thomas Walker of Castle Hill brought scions of

the variety back to Albemarle County as he returned

from service under General Washington at the battle

of Brandywine in 1777. It was grown widely in

Virginia by the end of the18th century by

agriculturists, including George Washington, John

Hartwell Cocke, and Thomas Jefferson.

The crisp, juicy, firm flesh and very distinctive taste,

along with its excellent keeping qualities, made the

Pippin the most prized of American dessert apples

from the early 18th century. It grows especially well

in the Virginia Piedmont and attracted great

notoriety when Andrew Stevenson, the American

minister to St. James, presented the young Victoria

with a gift basket of the apples in 1838 from his wife's

Albemarle County home, Enniscorthy. "Never did a

barrel of apples obtain so much reputation for the

fruits of our country," Sallie Coles Stevenson

reported.

As a gesture of appreciation, Parliament permitted

the Virginia apple to enter Britain duty-free, and the

Albemarle Pippin became an important export,

commanding premium prices in the English market.

After World War I, Parliament levied duties again on

non-Commonwealth fruit, and the Pippin's market

waned.

It is difficult to find today, but when well-grown,

remains one of the world's finest apples.

Unfortunately, the Pippin is not easy to grow, and as

its export market shrank, and food distribution

came to be dominated by large chains, it was

superseded by easier to manage crops such as the

now ubiquitous Delicious varieties. For the

connoisseur who prizes a rich, complex flavor and

firm, juicy texture, this apple has few peers.
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Stay me with flagons; comfort
me with apples.

—The Song of Solomon II.5

*Please note: the fruit descriptions on our

website are meant to be a repository for

information on fruit that we either grow

or have grown, but it does not function as

a list of tree varieties that will be available

for sale from our nursery.  Please see our

online catalog for that listing.*

Shop Our Catalog

Beginning every November, VVA offers

many varieties of apple and fruit trees 

for sale. Click here to shop our Tree

Catalog for available varieties.

Sign Up for Our Email Newsletter

Any information you provide is strictly confidential.

We do not share our lists with anyone.

Email Address:

Email  Join Now

Tasting Room & Orchard

2545 Rural Ridge Lane

North Garden, VA  22959

Tasting Room Hours and Information

Map & Directions

Contact Us

P.O. Box 210

North Garden, VA 22959

Office Phone: 434.297.2326

Tasting Room Phone: 434.979.1663

Email: fruit@albemarleciderworks.com

Home About Us Our Cider Where to Buy Visit News & Events Blog FAQ Privacy Policy Login

Fruit

About Us Our Cider Buy Cider Visit Us The Orchard News & Events Private Events Tree Catalog FAQ

Home Contact Us Login Enter your keywords Search

https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/orchard
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/orchard
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/orchard/apple-varieties
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/orchard/fruit
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/orchard/nursery
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/faq/orchard/planting
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/orchard/recipes
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/orchard/resources
https://vintagevirginiaapples.myshopify.com/
http://www.virginia.org/
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/visit/taste
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/visit/directions
mailto:fruit@albemarleciderworks.com
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/about
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/our-cider
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/where
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/visit
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/news
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/blog
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/faq
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/faq/privacy-policy
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/user
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/contact-info
https://www.albemarleciderworks.com/user

