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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Committee on the Judiciary and its Subcommittee on Crime and Federal Government
Surveillance have conducted extensive oversight to examine the surge in violent crime in major
American cities over the last several years. As prominent Democrats—up to and including
President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris—have embraced the misguided and
dangerous “defund the police” movement, liberal special interests worked to elect far-left
prosecutors in Democrat-run cities. These prosecutors and other local leaders acted to reduce and
repurpose funding for police forces and to implement radical laws that keep criminals on the
streets.! These pro-criminal and anti-law enforcement policies endanger all Americans and make
American communities less safe.

During the 118th Congress, the Committee and Subcommittee have heard directly from
crime victims, law enforcement officials, advocates, and residents of major cities about how the
crime epidemic affects their neighborhoods. By convening hearings in Manhattan, Chicago,
Philadelphia, and Washington, D.C., the Committee and Subcommittee gave Americans the
opportunity to share their firsthand experiences with crime. Family members told heart-
wrenching stories about losing their loved ones, only to see the murderers receive sweetheart

plea deals from far-left
prosecutors. Victims and
victim advocates talked
about feeling powerless in
the criminal justice system
and feeling ignored by the
district attorneys in
positions of power. Law
enforcement witnesses
shared their frustrations
about continually putting
their lives on the line only
to see the violent
criminals they arrest set
free.

In hearing after hearing, witnesses pointed to several factors underlying the crime
epidemic. Each of these factors represents a shift toward pro-criminal policies and away from
rule-based law and order. The “defund the police” movement led to sharp decreases in local
spending on law enforcement agencies in major cities, including $1 billion in New York City
alone.? Rogue prosecutors in these jurisdictions simultaneously refused to prosecute entire
categories of crime and forbid sentencing enhancements for prior convictions.? Local officials

! Jarrett Stepman, FBI Statistics Show a 30% Increase in Murder in 2020. More Evidence That Defunding Police
Wasn’t a Good Idea, HERITAGE FOUNDATION (Sep. 30, 2021).

2 Scottie Andrew and Kristina Sgueglia, New York Police Department’s budget has been slashed by $1 billion, CNN
(Jul. 1, 2020).

* Charles Stimson, Zach Smith, and Kevin Dayaratna, The Blue City Murder Problem, HERITAGE FOUNDATION
(Nov. 4, 2022).
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implemented policies to eliminate cash bail and force judges to release criminals back into the
community.*

This interim report presents the information that the Committee and Subcommittee have
gathered in these hearings. From the testimonies of these victims, police officers, local officials,
and residents, it is apparent the crime epidemic is the result of policy choices by far-left
Democrats to put criminals over communities. The testimony obtained by the Committee and
Subcommittee shows the following:

1. Democrat-run cities defunded their police and experienced a subsequent increase in
both violent and non-violent crime. As prominent Democrats, including President
Biden and Vice President Harris, embraced the “defund the police” movement, local
jurisdictions took action. For example, Democrat-run New York City cut its police
department budget by $1 billion in 2020, and major crimes surged by 23 percent in 2022
when compared to 2021.°> Democrat-run Philadelphia cut its police department budget by
$33 million and saw an unprecedented number of homicides in 2022.° Democrat-run
Washington, D.C., slashed the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) budget by roughly
$15 million in 2021.7 Although Democrats claim that violent crime is decreasing,® crime
rates are still far higher than pre-pandemic levels,” and crime continues to wreak havoc
on American communities.

2. Rogue prosecutors in Democrat-run jurisdictions downgrade serious crimes, refuse
to prosecute the laws on the books, and put criminals ahead of communities. Far-left
district attorneys in Democrat-run jurisdictions seek to fundamentally change the criminal
justice system to favor dangerous criminals, resulting in rising crime in their
jurisdictions.!? These prosecutors refuse to prosecute entire categories of crime,
systemically downgrade felonies to misdemeanors, and refuse to request bail for
criminals. These pro-criminal policies are causing significant harm to the people the
prosecutors swore to protect.

3. Democrat-run state legislatures, city councils, and rogue prosecutors implemented
far-left bail reform laws and other policies that worsened rising levels of violent
crime. These laws and policies eliminated cash bail, restricted judges from imposing
constraints on dangerous criminals, and even mandated the immediate release of
criminals back into the community. From New York’s bail reform law to Illinois’s Safe-T
Act, each jurisdiction took steps that made it harder for law enforcement to do their jobs.

‘Id.

5 Dean Balsamini, NYC murders down but major crimes surge as 2022 draws to a close, N.Y. PosT (Dec. 31, 2022).
® Press Release, City of Philadelphia, City Council Votes to Approve FY2021 Budget That Reduces Police
Spending, Supports Police Reforms, Invests in Affordable Housing, Anti-Poverty Programs and Other Measures to
Address Disparities in Philadelphia, (June 25, 2020); Ellie Rushing, Philadelphia records 500" homicides in 2022,
THE INQUIRER (Dec. 20, 2022).

7 Eric Flack, Verify: Did DC ‘Defund the Police?’, WUSA9 (Apr. 20, 2021).

8 Jenny Gathright, Homicides Are Falling In Other Major Cities. Why Are They So High In D.C.?, DCIST (Dec. 29,
2023).

o 1Id.

10 Zack Smith and Charles Stimson, Meet Chesa Boudin, the Rogue Prosecutor Wreaking Havoc in San Francisco,
THE HERITAGE FOUNDATION (Aug.11, 2021).
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Judges in cities across the country can no longer set cash bail for most misdemeanors and
many felonies and are instead compelled by statute to immediately release dangerous and
potential violent individuals back into the community. These radical measures are now
mainstream among Democrats—even Vice President Kamala Harris endorsed a
controversial bail fund to spring criminals out of jail following riots in Minnesota in
2020.

4. Although Democrats argue that more “gun control” will stop crime, local elected
prosecutors are refusing to prosecute firearms laws already on the books. At
Committee hearings, Democrat Members blamed firearms for the violent crime surge,
instead of blaming the criminals committing the crimes or the district attorneys charged
with keeping their communities safe. While Democrats call for more gun control, far-left
prosecutors often refuse to charge criminals with firearms crimes already on the books.
For example, Matthew Graves, the United States Attorney for the District of Columbia—
who is the Biden-Harris official charged with enforcing the law in Washington, D.C.—
admitted that he refuses to prosecute illegal gun possession and illegal drug possession
cases.!! Similarly, in Philadelphia, the number of firearms cases that District Attorney
Larry Krasner initiates but ultimately withdraws, dismisses, or discontinues is
disproportionately higher than other Pennsylvania counties.'?

Violent crime in the United States is an issue that affects every community. All
Americans deserve to live and work in safe neighborhoods. Although the Biden-Harris
Administration claims that crime is down, a reported 40 percent of Americans said in 2023 they
are afraid to walk alone at night even within very close proximity of their home—the highest
percentage in 30 years.!? In addition, according to one estimate, over 30 percent of police
departments nationwide did not report their crime data to the FBI—one of the two main
measurements of crime in the country.!* Citizens see, feel, and experience the continued rise in
violent crime every day. Americans will not feel completely safe until local jurisdictions rethink
their far-left, pro-criminal policies and stop prioritizing criminals over law-abiding citizens.

By downplaying surging crime and denying victims the justice they deserve, far-left
prosecutors and local officials are failing their communities. Through the Committee’s and
Subcommittees’ oversight, House Republicans will continue to examine the causes of violent
crime in America to inform legislation to address the Biden-Harris crime epidemic.

1 Keith Alexander, D.C. U.S. Attorney Declined to Prosecute 67% of Those Arrested. Here’s Why, WASH. POST
(Mar. 29, 2023).

12 House Votes to Impeach Philadelphia DA Larry Krasner, PENNSYLVANIA REPUBLICAN CAUCUS
https://www.pahousegop.com/phillycrime.

13 Lydia Saad, Personal Safety Fears at Three-Decade High in U.S., GALLUP (Nov. 16, 2023).

14 John R. Lott Jr., The Media Say Crime Is Going Down. Don’t Believe It, WALL ST. I. (Apr. 24, 2024).
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1. THE LEFT’S “DEFUND THE POLICE” MOVEMENT HAS LED TO A RISE IN VIOLENT CRIME

Beginning in 2020, prominent Democrats embraced the “defund the police” movement,
which sought to reduce funding for local police departments and to “reimagine” law enforcement
with social workers and mental health counselor instead of police officers.!® President Biden
expressed his support for “redirecting some of the [local police] funding” when he campaigned
for office in 2020.!¢ Vice President Harris similarly supported “look[ing] at these [police]
budgets and figur[ing] out whether it reflects the right priorities.”!” Vice President Harris
specifically lauded Eric Garcetti, then-mayor of Los Angeles, for reducing the budget of the L.A.
police department by $150 million dollars.

During the radical left’s “defund the police” movement, cities under Democrat leadership
across the United States significantly reduced police department funding, hampering
enforcement during an ensuing surge in violent crime.!” For instance, New York City cut $1
billion from the New York Police Department (NYPD) budget,?® and Chicago, under then-Mayor
Lori Lightfoot, reduced the Chicago Police Department (CPD) budget by $80 million.?!
Washington, D.C. decreased the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) budget by roughly $15
million in 2021.22 In June 2020, the Philadelphia City Council approved a $33.3 million
reduction to the Philadelphia Police Department budget.?

The left’s defund the police movement has had a real-world effect on public safety.
During a field hearing in Chicago,
John Garrido, a retired Lieutenant
with the Chicago Police
Department, spoke about the effects
of these budget cuts, explaining:
“The Defund the Police movement
has had dire consequences. The
result, a police department that is
both underfunded and understaffed,
compromising our ability to serve

15 Sam Levin, What does 'defund the police' mean? The rallying cry sweeping the US — explained, THE GUARDIAN
(Jun. 6, 2020).

16 NowThis Impact, Joe Biden's Emotional Conversation with Activist Ady Barkan, YOUTUBE (Jul. 8, 2020),
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4CL0iA3v{Q.

17 Andrew Kaczynski and Em Steck, Kamala Harris praised ‘defund the police’ movement in June 2020 radio
interview, CNN (Jul. 26, 2024).

18 Ebony Bowden, Sen. Kamala Harris applauds LA mayor’s decision to slash police funding, N.Y. POST (June 9,
2020).

19 Sam Levin, These US cities defunded police: 'We're transferring money to the community', THE GUARDIAN (Mar.
11.2021).

20 Andrew and Sgueglia, supra note 2.

2L After caving to the defund movement in 2020, Chicago Mayor Lightfoot proposes more police funding as crime
continues to spiral, THE NATIONAL POLICE SUPPORT FUND (Oct. 21, 2021).

22 Flack, supra note 7.

23 Press Release, City of Philadelphia, supra note 6.




and protect.”?* These decisions are directly correlated with a notable increase in violent crime in
these cities.?> Nationwide, homicides increased by over 30 percent and assaults by over 10
percent, with major urban areas such as New York, Chicago, Washington, D.C., and Philadelphia
experiencing significant spikes in shootings and violent offenses.?®

A. New York, New York

The New York City Council cut the NYPD budget by $1 billion in 2020.27 In 2022, crime
in New York City rose significantly when compared to the previous year. According to NYPD
data, New York City saw a 23 percent surge in major crimes.?® Further, according to reports,
“[r]apes climbed 7% (1,591 from 1,481); felony assaults rose 13% (25,596 from 22,738), and
robberies (17,138 from 13,592) spiked 26%.”?° Burglaries in New York City went up 23 percent
(15,481 from 12,568); grand larcenies were up 26 percent (50,698 from 40,166); and auto theft
increased 32 percent (13,475 from 10,219).3° Additionally, transit crimes surged nearly 30
percent (2,288 from 1,767).3! Although homicides and shooting incidents were slightly down
between 2021 and 2022, they remain significantly elevated from levels four years ago.>? In New
York City there were “438 homicides in 2022, up from 319 in 2019.”3 According to NYPD
data, violent crime in New York City decreased in both 2023 and the first six months of 2024
when compared to the same period in the previous year.** However, although violent crime
numbers are down year over year, the numbers are still elevated from levels in 2019.3° For
example, according to the Council on Criminal Justice’s Mid-Year Crime Report released in July
2024, homicides in New York City remain 20 percent higher than 2019 levels.*¢

Councilmember Robert Holden, a lifelong resident of New York City and a Democrat
Member of the City Council, told the Committee that he has never seen crime as bad as it has
been in recent years.?” During a field hearing in New York City, Councilmember Holden
testified, “I grew up in the 1980s and 1990s in New York, and I saw horrific crime numbers, but
now it’s much, much worse because it’s all over. The lawlessness, mayhem is all over.”*®

24 Victims of Violent Crime in Chicago: Forum of the H. Comm. on Judiciary, 118" Cong. 12 (Sep. 26, 2023).

5 Stepman, supra note 1.

26 Ames Grawert, Myths and Realities: Understanding recent trends in violent crime, BRENNAN CENTER (July 12,
2022).

27 Andrew and Sgueglia, supra note 2.

28 Balsamini, supra note 5.
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33 Daniel De Vise, Two million people fled America’s big cities from 2020 to 2022, THE HILL (Apr. 12, 2023).

34 Press Release, New York Police Department, NYPD Announces December 2023, End-of-Year Citywide Crime
Statistics (Jan. 4, 2024).

35 ERNEST LOPEZ AND BOBBY BOXERMAN, CRIME TRENDS IN U.S. CITIES: MID-YEAR 2024 UPDATE, COUNCIL ON
CRIMINAL JUSTICE (Jul. 2024); Alex Oliveira, et al., NYC homicide remains 20% above pre-pandemic levels — even
as national average drops below, N.Y. POST (Jul. 28, 2024).

36 1d.

37 Victims of Violent Crime in Manhattan: Hearing Before the H. Comm. on Judiciary, 118" Cong. 107 (Apr. 17,
2023).
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Councilmember Holden explained
how crime on Manhattan streets
affects the community and law
enforcement:

[While stats show that
crime is still much
higher than before the
pandemic, they do not
tell the entire story.
Mentally ill homeless
people verbally and
physically attack people randomly on the streets and in the subway.
Pharmacies lock up their products. The police officers also feel
pressured to undercharge perps they arrest. This is a daily reality in
New York.%

Paul DiGiamoco, the president of the New York Detectives Endowment Association,
explained the consequences of New York’s “defund the police” actions on public safety.*’ He
testified:

Now, my concern is the safety of my detectives and the people who
we serve. It’s sad what’s going on in this city, because we have to
start concentrating on the victims of crime and not the people that
commit the crimes. It’s very sad when people are afraid to come out
of their house at night in Upper Manhattan or Lower Manhattan.

When defunding the police was popular, the New York City Police
Department had a Homeless Outreach Unit that was very effective.
It took these homeless people off the street, got them food, shelter,
got them the medication or the help that they needed. Because of the
defunding of the police, that unit was disbanded. Now, when you
walk through every neighborhood in Manhattan, there are homeless
everywhere, because they tied the hands of the police.*!

39 Id. at 28-29.
40 1d. at 40-41.
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B. Chicago, Illinois

In 2020, then-Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot proposed an $80 million budget cut for the
Chicago Police Department.*? In 2021, the city cut 614 positions from the police department and
cut its funding by 2.7 percent.** According to Chicago Police Department data, in 2021, incidents
of criminal sexual assault increased approximately 16 percent, aggravated assaults rose 16
percent, and murders rose 4 percent when compared to the previous year.** In 2022, although
murders decreased slightly, criminal sexual assault, robbery, burglary, theft, and motor vehicle
theft increased.*> In 2023, murders decreased slightly; however, robbery, aggravated assault,
aggravated battery, theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson all increased.*® Despite these slight year-
over-year decreases in murders, Chicago has continued to lead the nation in criminal homicides
for the past 12 years, signaling that violence in the city remains remarkably high, even in
comparison to other major cities.*’ Although Brandon Johnson replaced Lori Lightfoot as mayor
in September 2023, crime remains an issue in Chicago. During the Committee’s field hearing in
Chicago, former Chicago police
officer John Garrido cited
constant political interference as
having “a detrimental impact” on
public safety.*® He added: “In just
the first 100 days since Mayor
Johnson was sworn into office on
May 15, 2023, we have had over
200 homicides, 900 people have
been shot, 2,500 robberies, 5,000
stolen cars, 2,000 burglaries, and
300 carjackings.” Lieutenant
Garrido also addressed the effect
of the defund the police movement on public safety in Chicago:

Political agendas also heavily impact how resources are allocated in
our department. The Defund the Police movement has had dire
consequences. The result, a police department that is both

42 Carlos Ballesteros, Chicago mayor proposed $80M cut from police budget, but is that defunding the police?, CITY
BUREAU (Oct. 27, 2020).

43 Shirleen Guerra, Chicago Police near record $2 billion in spending 3 years after defund effort, JUST THE NEWS
(Oct. 12, 2023).

4 Chicago Police Department, 2021 Annual Report, available at https://home.chicagopolice.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021-Annual-Report.pdf.

45 Chicago Police Department, 2022 Annual Report, available at https://home.chicagopolice.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022-Annual-Report-FOR-PUBLICATION.pdf.

46 Chicago Police Department, 2023 Annual Report, available at https://home.chicagopolice.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023-Annual-Report.pdf.

47 Paul Vallas, Chicago Violent Crime Up Again, As City Cuts Police Officers, ILLINOIS POLICY (Jan. 8, 2024); Matt
Rosenberg et al., Chicago, New Orleans Were the Nation’s Murder Capitals In 2022 — A Wirepoints Survey of
America’s 75 Largest Cities, WIREPOINTS (Feb. 23, 2023).

8 Victims of Violent Crime in Chicago: Forum of the H. Comm. on Judiciary, 118" Cong. 13 (Sep. 26, 2023).
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underfunded and understaffed, compromising our ability to serve
and protect.>”

Over the past few years, crime in Chicago continues to be out of control. In 2021, 76
Chicago Police officers were shot or shot at in the line of duty, with one officer shot and killed,
and in 2023, two officers were killed by gunfire.’! It is not just violent crime that is trending up.
According to an official report by the Chicago Police Department, crime in Chicago overall
increased during the past five years by nearly 20 percent.’? The year-over-year change in crime
was even greater between 2021 and 2022, when overall crime in Chicago increased by 41
percent.>® That trend continued as violent crime in 2023 was 11.5 percent higher than it was in
2022.3* Although homicides are down nine percent in the first six months of 2024 when
compared to 2023, violent crime remains elevated from pre-2020 levels.>® Theft is a huge
problem for the city, which saw a 114 percent increase in car thefts and a 32 percent increase in
other thefts between 2018 and 2022.5° As a result, according to a February 2023 poll, 63 percent
of Chicagoans do not feel safe in the city.>’

C. Washington, D.C.

In 2021, Washington D.C. cut its police budget by approximately $15 million.>® In 2023,
the District recorded 274 homicides, more than any other year since 1997.> In 2023, the District
saw a 39 percent increase in violent crime and a 24 percent increase in property crime when
compared to 2022.% Violent crime has increased dramatically from 2022 to 2023. For example:

e Cases of sexual assault rose by 111 percent;®!
e Homicides increased by 38 percent;®?

e Motor vehicle thefts surged by 106 percen
e Incidents of arson escalated by over 125 percent;** and

t;63

01d. at12.

S Mayor Lightfoot, Supt. Brown Again Complain About Violent Criminals on Electronic Monitoring, Say 200 More
CPD Detectives Will Come On This Year, CBS NEWS CHI. (Jan. 4, 2023); Chicago Police Department, OFFICER
DOWN MEM’L PAGE, https://www.odmp.org/agency/657-chicago-police-department-illinois (last visited Jun. 28,
2023).

52 Hannah Max, Chicago Crime Spikes in 2022, But First Drop in Murder Since Pandemic, ILL. POL’Y INST. (Feb.
21,2023).

B
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WASH. TIMES (Aug. 22, 2024).
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58 Flack, supra note 7.

% Emily Davies, et al., 2023 was District’s deadliest year in more than two decades, WASH. POST (Jan. 1, 2024).
0 Mimi Montgomery, D.C. stores up security to fight widespread theft, AX108 (Feb. 15, 2024).

ol Delia Goncalves, ‘There are resources to Help’ Sex Abuse Crimes Spike in DC, WUSA 9 NEws (Mar. 21, 2023).
62 Press Release, Metropolitan Police Department, Washington, D.C., 2023 Year-to-Date Crime Comparison, (Oct.
3, 2023).
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e Carjackings grew by over 55 percent.®

Preliminary reports from MPD show violent crime has decreased 35 percent in the first six
months of 2024 when compared to the same period in 2023.5¢ However, violent crime increased
by 39 percent from 2022 to 2023 and remains significantly elevated from pre-2020 levels.®’

Greg Pemberton, the chair of the D.C. Police Union and an MPD detective, explained the
reality of the crime crisis in Washington, D.C. in testimony to the Subcommittee.%® He testified
that the “blatantly awful rhetoric” of the defund the police movement resulted in “a mass exodus
of police officers from the department.”® He elaborated:

To put a finer point on this issue of attrition, when I took office as
head of the police union in April 2020, our membership reports
showed we had 3,626 members of the rank and file which is all
officers, detectives, and sergeants. Our most recent membership
report from October 5, 2023, states we are down to 3,021. This is a
net loss of 605 union members.

Since the beginning of 2020, MPD has lost 1,329 officers, more than
one third of the department. Five hundred and one of those
separations, nearly 40 percent, were resignations, employees who
just walked away from a career with the Metropolitan Police
Department. These dangerously low police officer staffing levels
take away valuable resources from our assignments, like detectives
and investigative personnel, and impede the department’s ability to
engage and speak with victims in a timely manner.””

D. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

In 2021, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, cut its police budget by $33 million.”! By the end of
2021, Philadelphia had—unsurprisingly—a higher rate of murders than 2020.7> By September
2021, homicides were up 18 percent from the same time the year before.”> By November 2021,
Philadelphia recorded 497 homicides, 13 percent higher than this time the year before.”* The
mayor at the time, Jim Kenney, said that he was “heartbroken and outraged that we’ve lost more

%5 Eden Villalovas, Where DC Carjackings are Happening as Incidents Have Increased Five Years in a Row, WASH.
EXAMINER (Oct. 3, 2023).

6 Metropolitan Police Department, District Crime Data at a Glance, 2024 Year-to-Date Crime Comparison (Aug.
28, 2024), available at https://mpdc.dc.gov/page/district-crime-data-glance.

7 1d.

8 Victims of Violent Crime in the District of Columbia: Hearing Before the H. Comm. on Judiciary, 118" Cong. 33
(Oct. 12, 2023).

® Id. at 32.

0 1d. at 32-33.

"I Press Release, City of Philadelphia, supra note 6; Rushing, supra note 6.

72

"

" Id

10



than 400 Philadelphians to
preventable violence this
year.””> Mayor Kennedy
failed to mention that the
city had decreased its
police budget, which would
have enabled law
enforcement to respond to
emergency violent
situations. In both 2021
and 2022, Philadelphia
recorded over 500
homicides, a number the
city had not seen since the
crack cocaine epidemic in the 1990s.76 Although violent crime rates have generally decreased in
both 2023 and the first six months of 2024, violent crime remains elevated from pre-2020
levels.”” For example, according to the Philadelphia Police Department, there were 410
homicides in 2023 but 353 homicides in both 2018 and 2019.7

During a field hearing in Philadelphia, Nick Gerace, a retired Philadelphia police officer,
told the Committee about the effect of rising crime on Philadelphians. He explained:

The rise in violent crime has created a climate of fear and insecurity
among Philadelphia residents. People are concerned about their
safety and the safety of their loved ones, which can lead to a
decrease in community trust and engagement. I encourage
everybody up on the Committee board, walk around Philadelphia
for yourself and talk to Philadelphians. Pick them by will and you
will hear these sentiments by all of them. It doesn’t matter what race,
creed, color, or background. You will hear these sentiments.”

* * *

In hearing after hearing, the Committee and Subcommittee heard much of the same: the
left’s dangerous and irresponsible defund the police movement—and associated anti-police
rhetoric—have made cities less safe and put American citizens in harm’s way.

5 Rudy Chinchilla, Philadelphia Surpasses 400 Killings in 2021, NBC PHILADELPHIA (Oct. 1, 2021).

76 Rushing, supra note 6.

7 Philadelphia Police Department, Crime Map and Stats, https://www.phillypolice.com/crimestats/ (last visited Aug.
28,2024).

8 Id.

" Victims of Violent Crime in Philadelphia: Hearing Before the H. Comm. on Judiciary, 118" Cong. 63 (May 3,
2024).
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II. ROGUE PROSECUTORS ARE PUSHING RADICAL LEFT-WING POLICIES THAT JEOPARDIZE
PUBLIC SAFETY

The Committee and Subcommittee’s oversight has shown how rogue prosecutors in
Democrat-run jurisdictions are advancing radical pro-criminal policies that harm public safety.
From District Attorney Alvin Bragg in Manhattan to District Attorney Larry Krasner in
Philadelphia, these activist prosecutors are prioritizing criminals over the communities they
serve. Witnesses before the Committee and Subcommittee gave candid and emotional testimony
about how the failures of these rogue prosecutors to enforce the law have affected their lives and
their communities.

A. New York County District Attorney Alvin Bragg in Manhattan

Alvin Bragg became District Attorney for New York County in January 2022.3° Almost
immediately he adopted pro-criminal, soft-on-crime policies that made Manhattan residents and
visitors unsafe. At the same time he let real criminals off the hook, Bragg succumbed to political
pressure to use the vast authorities of his office to politically prosecute President Donald J.
Trump on a novel theory of law previously rejected by federal prosecutors.

Alvin Bragg’s Pro-criminal, Soft-on-Crime “Day One” Memo

Immediately upon taking office in January 2022, Bragg issued a 10-page policy
memorandum to the Manhattan District Attorney Office staff, which instituted many progressive
soft-on-crime, anti-victim policies. This so-called “Day One” memo, dated January 5, 2022,
directed his assistant district attorneys not to prosecute several crimes, including trespassing,
resisting arrest, and engaging in prostitution.®! Furthermore, the memorandum stated that armed
robberies should not be prosecuted as felonies.®? Instead, Bragg directed armed robberies to be
considered as misdemeanor larceny unless someone was shot during the robbery.®3 Additionally,
Bragg stated that his office would not seek prison sentences except for homicides and other
particularly heinous crimes, such as domestic violence felonies, some sex crimes, and public
corruption.®* Bragg also directed his prosecutors to no longer request prison sentences in excess
of 20 years, absent “exceptional circumstances.”® To underscore the emphasis against
incarceration, Bragg directed that line prosecutors “shall not seek a sentence of life without
parole.”%

Bragg’s Day One memo received immediate pushback from New York’s law
enforcement community. On January 7, 2022, New York City Police Commissioner Keechant
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Sewell sent a message to all 36,000 members of the New York City Police Department (NYPD),
writing that she had “studied these [Day One memo] policies and I am very concerned about the
implications to your safety as police officers, the safety of the public and justice for the
victims.”®” Similarly, Patrick Lynch, President of the Police Benevolent Association, said that
“police officers don’t want to be sent out to enforce laws that the district attorneys won’t
prosecute.”® Lynch added that “there are already too many people who believe that they can
commit crimes, resist arrest, interfere with police officers, and face zero consequences.”®® Paul
DiGiacomo, President of the NYPD Detectives’ Endowment Association (DEA), warned that
“Bragg gives criminals the roadmap to freedom from prosecution and control of our streets.”°
“In Bragg’s Manhattan,” DiGiacomo added, “you can resist arrest, deal drugs, obstruct arrests,
and even carry a gun to get away with it.””!

After heavy public backlash, Bragg was forced to walk back some of the policies in his
Day One memo. On February 4, 2022, Bragg sent another memo to his staff, explaining that said
that robbing a store or other business with a firearm “will be charged as a felony, whether or not
the gun is operable, loaded, or a realistic imitation” and that “the default in gun cases is a felony
prosecution.”? Despite this minor change, the overwhelming majority of pro-criminal policies in
the Day One memo remain in effect.

In 2022, the year in which Bragg took office, the Manhattan District Attorney’s Office
downgraded a significant number of felony cases to misdemeanors and failed to obtain
convictions in the felony cases that the office actually brought. For example, according to data
from the Bragg’s office, the office downgraded approximately 52 percent of felony charges to
misdemeanor charges.”® According to reports, between 2013 and 2020, under former District
Attorney Cyrus Vance Jr., the “percentage of cases the office downgraded had never exceeded
40 percent.”* The District Attorney’s Office under Bragg’s leadership secured a conviction on
felony charges in just 51 percent of cases, which was “down from 68 percent in 2019, the last
year before the pandemic disrupted the court system.”> Similarly, the office’s misdemeanor
conviction rate was 29 percent in 2022, down significantly from 68 percent in 2019.%

Alvin Bragg’s Weaponization of His Office Against President Donald Trump
Rather than pursue commonsense policies to improve public safety in Manhattan, Bragg

has abused his authority to pursue politically motivated charges against President Donald Trump.
As Bragg systemically downgraded felony charges to misdemeanors in a majority of cases in

87 Jonah E. Bromwich and William K. Rashbaum, Conflict Quickly Emerges Between Top Prosecutor and Police
Commissioner, N.Y. TIMES (Jan. 10, 2022).

8 Moghe, supra note 80.

8 Id.

%0 Larry Celona, et al., Manhattan DA to stop seeking prison sentences in slew of criminal cases, N.Y. POST (Jan. 4,
2022).

N d

2 1d.

93 Melissa Klein, NYC convictions plummet, downgraded charges surge under Manhattan DA Bragg, N.Y. POST
(Nov. 26, 2022).

Id.

% Id.

% Id.

13



Manbhattan, he used a novel and unprecedented legal theory to upgrade charges against President
Trump. Legal experts have detailed the serious legal and constitutional deficiencies with Bragg’s
politicized prosecution®’—a prosecution he promised to bring when he ran for office.”® Former
prosecutors in the District Attorney’s Office revealed how, although initially reluctant, Bragg
succumbed to political pressure to charge President Trump.®® He even hired an attorney who had
once been the number three official at the Biden-Harris Justice Department to help lead the
politicized prosecutor of President Trump.!%

Alvin Bragg’s Use of New York’s Bail “Reform” Law to Let Criminals Out of Jail

Bragg also elected to use his office to push New York’s far-left bail reform policies to
make New York City even more dangerous. Bragg has utilized changes in the state’s bail laws to
downgrade bail-eligible criminal offenses to “no-bail” offenses. For example, in May 2022
Anthony Ibanez was arrested and charged with robbery in the first degree with the use of a
dangerous weapon, which is a bail eligible offense, but Bragg’s office downgraded the charges to
petit larceny, which is ineligible for bail under New York’s bail reform laws.!?! Ibanez was
subsequently released but was arrested again the next month for stealing items from a 7-Eleven
in Manhattan.!%? He was issued a desk appearance ticket, but failed to show up to his court date,
which resulted in an arrest warrant being issued on August 4, 2022.1%° Just weeks later, Ibanez
was arrested on charges of attempted rape after he physically assaulted a 15-year-old girl.!%*

Firsthand Witness Accounts of Crime in Manhattan

On April 17, 2023, the Committee held a hearing in New York, New York, titled
“Victims of Violent Crime in Manhattan,” featuring testimony from New Yorkers affected by
Bragg’s far-left policies. The witnesses at this hearing highlighted how radical policies by Bragg
and far-left policies makers in New York have hurt law-abiding citizens and made Manhattan
less safe.

Jose Alba, a 61-year-old former Manhattan bodega clerk, defended himself against a
violent attacker during a convenience store altercation in 2021.!% Although surveillance footage
showed that Alba acted in self-defense, Bragg’s office charged him with second-degree
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murder.'% The charges
were subsequently dropped
after immense public
outrage, including from
former NYPB
Commissioner Bill
Bratton.!’

Alba testified to the

Committee that “[c]rime

does not discriminate on

the basis of a political

party. It needs to be

addressed by law
enforcement on the street and by prosecutors in the court, but it has to be aimed at the people
committing crime, not an innocent man like me.”'% He told the Committee about the threat to his
life, saying:

After I simply told a woman that she could not have potato chips
because her payment was declined, I was face to face with her
boyfriend, who seemed ready to kill me. He attacked me violently,
threw me around the store. The woman stabbed me herself. I truly
believed they were there to kill me. So, faced with this, I did what I
knew I had to do to save my life, what the law allows me to do to
save my life. I stabbed that man in self-defense. But, when the police
came, even though I was injured myself, I was placed under arrest.
I was taken to jail.!%

Alba described how after the violent altercation he could not afford bail—“even though
so many people are being let go these days”—and was sent to Rikers Island for “almost a week
before bail was lowered and I could be released.”!!? He described his trauma:

I still don’t know why I was charged with murder. I believe that law
enforcement and the DA’s office didn’t investigate the case fully.
They rushed to judgment, and I suffered because of it. Even though
the charges were ultimately dropped, they should not have been
brought against me to begin with. I am now traumatized from the
incident. I am not working because I am terrified for my life that
someone in the gang will come after me for revenge. I was injured
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physically and mentally because of the incident and my unlawful
arrest and incarceration.!!!

Jennifer Harrison, the founder of a group called Victims’ Rights NY, spoke about the
brutal murders of her boyfriend and his best friend by violent criminals in 2005. Shockingly, one
murderer was released without charges, and the other received a mere 9.5-year sentence.!!?
Harrison testified to the
Committee that “victims
have no voice in politics
or government,” and
discussed how she
became motivated to
speak out once she
learned of dangerous bail
reform policies and other
radical proposals.!!3
Harrison told Committee
Members how Democrats
in New York do not
value human life and
how she felt dejected by
them,!* saying:

I’'m beyond grateful for the opportunity to testify here on behalf of
victims, because the Democrat Party, including Mr. Nadler and
everybody here today, has ignored us in this city. We need Federal
oversight. We need help. We’re not getting any kind of help. . . .

There is a depraved indifference toward human life sweeping across
our country, even among elected officials. Normally, the criminals
exude this depravity, yet here we have the one that is supposed to
prosecute them as the one showing it.!!

Harrison also testified that New Yorkers saw the immediate result of Bragg’s policy
failures when his office decided to stop prosecuting entire categories of crimes.!!¢ Harrison
explained:

[I]f Alvin Bragg was doing his job, none of us would be here today
to talk. We are not politicizing our issues or our loss. From day one,
Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg announced he would not
prosecute even very violent crimes in his now infamous memo. We
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saw an immediate result. Two police officers were shot and killed,
a 19-year-old girl was murdered while working at Burger King, and
multiple police officers were shot in separate incidents. Things have
not gotten better, only progressively worse.!!”

Madeline Brame, the
Chairwoman of the Victims
Rights Reform Council, shared
her horrendous experience with
the criminal justice system after
her son, Sergeant Hason Correa,
was fatally stabbed in Harlem in
2018.!'® Despite the strong case
against the criminals, Brame
witnessed a four-year wait for
justice, only to see the District
Attorney’s Office give the
suspects plea deals for lesser charges.'"”

Brame expressed her frustration and demanded accountability for the lack of prosecutions
in her community, saying, “As far as the Manhattan District Attorney’s Office, if [Alvin Bragg]
is receiving one penny of Federal dollars, you need to pull that funding until he starts doing his
damn job and prosecuting crime.”!?° Additionally, Brame highlighted the broader impact of
rising crime on her community, testifying:

I think that the average New Yorker doesn’t care nothing about no
statistics, OK, especially in the Black and Brown communities. We
care about the mothers who have to visit the morgue to identify their
dead child’s body. We care about the mothers who have to lean into
the coffin and watch them lower that top down on that child and they
know they’ll never see them again.'?!

Brame criticized the Democrats’ politicized focus on President Donald Trump, saying
“victims can care less about anyone’s political ideology or party. Neither do criminals. They
don’t go up to a person and ask them if they’re a Democrat or a Republican before they bust
them in the head, OK, or push them in front of a train, before they stab them to death.”!?2

Robert Holden, a Democratic Member of the New York’s City Council, addressed the
Committee, criticizing the dangerous impact of Bragg’s lenient policies on public safety.!??
Holden discussed the consequences of these policies, stating:
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Under [Alvin] Bragg, minor crimes, such as resisting arrest,
trespassing, fare evasion, prostitution, are no longer prosecuted,
which has led to a marked increase in criminal activity on the streets
of Manhattan.

Serious offenses, such as knifepoint robbery, commercial and
residential burglaries, weapons possession, and low-level drug
dealing are being charged with lesser offenses or being plea
bargained down, resulting in shorter sentences or no jail time at all.

Bragg’s first year in office was marked by a dramatic shift in the
way his office approached criminal prosecutions. We are feeling
Bragg’s soft-on-crime approach in the streets of New York.

We have repeat offenders receiving lenient sentences and
committing multiple crimes shortly after being released. This is
happening every day. From the day he took office, it seems Alvin
Bragg’s top priority was to keep criminals out of jail and free to
roam the streets.

District Attorney Bragg would be better off as a defense attorney
than a prosecutor. He downgraded over half the felony cases to
misdemeanors and declined to prosecute 35 percent fewer felony
cases compared to 2019.124

Holden highlighted the fact that New York has strict laws it can enforce, specifically gun laws,
but that prosecutors like Bragg are not prosecuting the crimes. Holden testified “we have some of
the toughest gun laws in the Nation, but they don’t enforce them. The courts are not enforcing
them, the DAs are not enforcing them.”!?> As a member of the Democrat party, Holden was
critical of his party’s radical stance on crime, saying:

I’m a critic of my party’s stance on crime. Everything’s gone up. All
their policies have led to an increase in crime. I think we saw it come
to a head with the war on police that started after George Floyd. It
went national. So, you saw this kind of crime wave go throughout
the entire country.!2
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B. State Attorney Kim Foxx in Cook County, Illinois

In 2016, Kim Foxx became the State’s Attorney for Cook County, Illinois, which
includes the city of Chicago.'?” From the beginning of her term, Foxx has engaged in selective
non-prosecution, giving criminals the benefit of the doubt, and blaming law enforcement instead
of standing with them to improve the criminal justice system.!?8 Foxx has called for a “holistic”
approach to criminal justice, one that recognizes that crime is “not just an issue of good guys
versus bad guys,” but often is a product of poverty,'?° and she ran on the platform of bringing
“equity and fairness” to the system.!3°

Foxx is perhaps best known for dismissing all the charges in the original 16-count
indictment against television actor Jussie Smollett, just three weeks after the grand jury issued
the indictment.!3! Smollett was accused of staging a racist, homophobic attack against himself,
and was later indicted by a special prosecutor and found guilty of crimes related to the
incident.!3? He was sentenced to 150 days in jail and two years of probation, but was released
pending his appeal of the conviction.!3? Due to criticism of Foxx’s handling of the case, an
Illinois court appointed former U.S. Attorney Dan Webb to investigate her office.!** While Webb
cleared Foxx and her office “of any criminal activity or claims that it responded to improper
outside influence” when it dropped the charges, he found that “Chicago prosecutors abused their
discretion and may have violated legal ethics by dropping [the] charges.”!3> Webb also found
“substantial abuses of discretion and operational failures” in Foxx’s office, and said that county
prosecutors, including Foxx, made false statements that may have violated state legal ethics
rules.!3°

Chicago’s Rising Crime is Unique Among Major Cities

While cities around the United States have seen a spike in killings over the last several
years, Chicago is unique as the city’s increase in violence started in 2016, prior to the pandemic
and the year Foxx was elected.!?” According to an analysis by the University of Chicago Crime
Lab, Chicago’s homicide rate followed the same ebbs and flows as those of New York and Los
Angeles for most of the 20th century.!*® However, by the mid-2010s, Chicago’s homicide rate
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leveled off while the others continued to drop—and in 2016, violence in Chicago surged ahead,
cementing a statistical break with other cities that did not see a significant surge in violent crime
until 2020.13°

Although Foxx maintains there was a decline in violent crime during her first three years
in office, statistics show this statement does not capture the entire picture.!*’ For instance, in the
six years prior to her taking office, Cook County reported 3,011 homicides, an average of 501
per year.!*! In comparison, in Foxx’s first six years in the job, a total of 4,001 homicides were
reported, an average of 666 per year.!4? Put another way, during her tenure, an average of 165
more homicides have occurred per year.!*

Kim Foxx’s Failure to Prosecute Criminals

In her first three years in office, Foxx dismissed more than 25,000 felony cases—
including cases for murder, sex crimes, and attacks on police officers.!#* This dismissal rate was
35 percent higher than her predecessor.!*> Foxx responded to critics of her high dismissal rate by
arguing that she is more selective about prosecuting the “strongest, most winnable cases,” but her
overall conviction rate was just 66 percent during her first three years in office while her
predecessor’s conviction rate was 75 percent during the last three years of her tenure. 46

Like other rogue prosecutors, Foxx abuses prosecutorial discretion to advance her soft-
on-crime agenda. Foxx has explained that rather than using resources to prosecute non-violent,
low-level offenders, she has prioritized prosecuting violent crime, and has increased the number
of people directed to diversion programs.'4” However, in many high-profile violent felony cases,
her office declined to press charges.!*® For instance, in October 2021, following a shootout
between rival gang members in the Chicago’s West Side, prosecutors initially declined to file
charges, first claiming it was mutual combat, but later admitting the lack of charges was due to
insufficient evidence.'*® Eventually, after facing pressure from the mayor and police, Foxx’s
office eventually charged one individual with three counts of aggravated unlawful use of a
weapon. !

Foxx has also decided not to prosecute certain categories of crimes generally, prompting
former Cook County Circuit Judge Nicholas Ford to “struggle to understand how they’re going
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to pick and choose which laws they’ll enforce and which they won’t.”!*! For example, early in
her tenure as State’s Attorney, Foxx announced that she would not be prosecuting individuals
charged with driving with a suspended license if the person’s license was suspended for financial
reasons, such as failure to pay parking tickets or child support.!>> Additionally, following
protests over George Floyd’s death in 2020, Foxx announced that despite the thousands of arrests
that were made across Chicago for disorderly conduct, curfew violations, and other
misdemeanors, she would not prosecute those cases or other “minor offenses” stemming from
the unrest.!>* For more serious offenses related to the protests—including assault, resisting arrest,
battery, mob action, and aggravated battery to a police officer—Foxx told her office that there
should be a “presumption against proceeding” unless there was body or dash cam footage
available, or if a police officer was the complainant.!>*

Foxx was sharply criticized by then-Mayor Lori Lightfoot and Police Superintendent
David Brown for her handling of those cases, as both felt that Foxx’s failure to hold individuals
accountable for the looting that occurred during the unrest led to continued looting throughout
the summer.!>®> Brown claimed that due to the lack of prosecution, “criminals took the streets
with confidence that there would be no consequences for their actions.”!>® Foxx denied that her
lack of prosecution caused the increase in looting, commenting that her office was not “in the
arresting business.”!>’

Foxx has also been especially soft on retail crime. In one of her first major policy
changes as State’s Attorney, Foxx raised the felony threshold for theft, telling prosecutors in her
office that retail theft charges should remain misdemeanors unless the value of the stolen goods
exceeds $1,000 or the alleged shoplifter had 10 prior felony convictions.!*® This change stood in
stark contrast to Illinois’ theft statutes, which set the felony threshold at $500 and allow for
felony prosecution for theft less than $300 after just one prior conviction.!>® Foxx later
announced that her office would not pursue prosecution for any theft under her $1,000 felony
threshold.'®® Unsurprisingly, retail crime, especially organized retail crime, surged in Chicago,
and in 2021, Foxx announced that she was reconsidering her non-prosecution policy in light of
the surge.!®! However, she ultimately decided to stand by her policy, arguing that it allows
prosecutors to focus on violent crimes.!'®?
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Foxx’s Use of Bail “Reform” Policies to Let Criminals Go Free

Kim Foxx’s dangerous bail reform policies also contributed to rising crime in Chicago.
Foxx listed bail reform as one of her priorities and claimed that it would reduce overcrowding in
jails by prioritizing the detainment of those individuals who pose a threat to the community.!?
Mayor Lightfoot noted that a total of 2,300 “violent, dangerous people” were let out on the
streets on bond in 2021, including people charged with crimes such as attempted murder,
kidnapping, carjacking, and sexual assault.'®* Mayor Lightfoot believed that Foxx’s bail reform
policy sent the message that criminals are free to commit violent crimes again and again.'® In
2021, the Illinois State Legislature passed the Safety, Accountability, Fairness and Equity-Today
(SAFE-T) Act, which eliminated cash bail and required a higher burden of proof to detain violent
criminals until trial.!'®® This law put even more violent criminals on the streets than were
previously there because of Foxx’s misguided policies. '’

Foxx also implemented a policy in which criminals would not be held pending trial but
instead would be sent home on electronic monitoring with little supervision.!*® According to
Mayor Lightfoot, Chicago police arrested 133 people in 2021 who had committed another
violent crime while out on electronic monitoring without community supervision.!®® In June
2022, the Cook County Sheriff’s Office reported that from the beginning of the year through
June 1, its deputies conducted 69 electronic monitoring compliance checks and found contraband
during 60 of those checks.!”® A total of 84 firearms were found at 39 residences, and of the 39
individuals who were re-arrested after weapons were found in their homes, 27 were originally
awaiting trial for weapons-related charges.!”! While commenting on the types of weapons
recovered during the searches, Cook County Sheriff Tom Dart said, “If this type of display
doesn’t drive home to people that home monitoring is not the right type of confinement for
certain types of people, I don’t know what will.”!”? Sheriff Dart has long maintained that too
many people are being released on electronic monitoring, and has said that he has “zero doubt
that if we had double the amount of people on the street, that we’d be finding double the amount
of guns. . .. I have no doubt. Zero doubt.”!”?

Firsthand Accounts of Crime in Chicago
On September 26, 2023, the Committee on the Judiciary convened a forum in Chicago,

[linois, titled “Victims of Violent Crime in Chicago,” to hear directly from the victims, law
enforcement officers, and others about crime in the city. During the hearing, many of the
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witnesses touched on Kim Foxx’s radical, pro-criminal policies that the effect they have on
public safety in Chicago.!”

Gianno Caldwell,
whose brother was tragically
murdered in Chicago in 2022,
highlighted the devastating
effects of soft-on-crime
policies. Caldwell drew
attention to the failures in the
criminal justice system that
have led to increased violence
and insecurity among
Chicagoans.!”> Caldwell
emphasized the urgent need
for a change in approach to restore safety and justice to the community.!”® He expressed his
frustration with Chicago’s pro-criminal policies, stating:

The soft-on-crime policies that many of you know about here are
prosecutors like Kim Foxx who refuses to prosecute,
decriminalization of offenses, laws like the SAFE-T Act, which
ends cash bail and allow criminals back on the street to commit more
crime, and the no-chase policy, which constrains the police from
doing their jobs. Policies pushed by the Cook County prosecutor and
current and previous mayors have proved to be a death sentence for
the people of the City of Chicago.!”’

Caldwell further emphasized the disproportionate impact that these policies have on
marginalized communities, shedding light on the vulnerability of these populations.!”® Caldwell
explained that “the elected officials here have systematically endangered the lives of all
Chicagoans, but especially those of color, the marginalized who they claim to care about the
most.”7

Caldwell’s powerful testimony concluded with a call for stronger law enforcement and
accountability, stressing the importance of restoring public trust and ensuring the safety of all
residents.'®" He testified:

Law and order are the only way we are going to change the situation
here in the city of Chicago. I am hopeful that this Committee hearing
will lead to some more light on that. I am also disappointed that

174 Victims of Violent Crime in Chicago: Forum of the H. Comm. on Judiciary, 118" Cong. (Sep. 26, 2023).
175 Id. at 5-8.

176 Id

177 Id. at 6.

178 Id

179 Id

130 1d. at 35.

23



many of your colleagues on the Democrat side chose not to come
here.!8!

Carlos Yanez, a medically retired Chicago Police Department officer, was severely
injured by gunshot wounds during
a routine traffic stop in 2021.!%2
Yanez shared with the Committee
his horrific experience of being
shot and the tragic loss of his
partner, Ella French, in a city with
strict gun laws.!®3 Yanez discussed
the dangers faced by law
enforcement officers and the
challenges they encounter due to
the lenient policies that fail to hold
repeat offenders accountable.!84
He stressed the revolving door
nature of the justice system and the impact it has on public safety.!®®> Yanez pointed out the
ineffectiveness of current policies, stating, “Cook County has become a revolving door. Officers
continue to lock up violent offenders, but then we find them back on the streets committing even
more violent crimes, including murder.”!86

Yanez also highlighted the inconsistencies in law enforcement across different Chicago
jurisdictions, pointing out how criminals exploit these gaps to evade justice and continue their
illegal activities.!®” He talked about how surrounding communities “have criminals fleeing
suburban police departments and questioning if they are in Cook County because they know
there will be less repercussions for their actions in Cook County versus surrounding counties.”!38

John Garrido, a retired Lieutenant from the Chicago Police Department, gave a harrowing
account of a female police officer who almost lost her life at the hands of a violent criminal on
drugs.!%? He described how law enforcement officer morale in Chicago is exceptionally low and
that officers are second guessing themselves when having to make life-or-death decisions.!*°
Garrido explained:

Officers are second-guessing themselves. With a job that requires
you to make split-second decisions, second-guessing yourself can
be a devastating mistake. One example was an officer who was

181 14
132 Id. at 8-9.
183 14
184 11
185 1
186 14
187 14
188 14
139 Id. at 13.
190 17

24



fighting with an offender on PCP. He was able to overcome her and
repeatedly bang her head against the concrete while her partners and
other officers tried to taze him and tried to subdue him. They
subsequently got him in custody but not before she sustained
massive head injuries and permanent brain damage. The one thing
that she said afterward was she thought she was going to die, and
she knew that she should shoot him, but she didn’t do it. She chose
not to because she didn’t want her family and the department to go
through the scrutiny that would be made public the next day on the
news.!”!

C. U.S. Attorney Matthew Graves in Washington, D.C.

As the federal city and seat of the national government, Washington, D.C., does not have
a locally appointed or elected prosecutor. Instead, for most crimes, the U.S. Attorney for the
District of Columbia is responsible for the prosecution in District courts—in addition to duties as
the chief federal prosecutor for the jurisdiction. President Joe Biden appointed Matthew Graves
to be U.S. Attorney in November 2021.'9? Graves was a contributor and advisor to the Biden-
Harris campaign in 2020.'%3

As U.S. Attorney, Graves also played a role in delaying, impeding, and obstructing the
Justice Department’s criminal investigation of Hunter Biden, President Biden’s son. In
November 2018 and February 2019, the IRS and FBI, respectively, opened investigations into
Hunter Biden.!** In the spring of 2023, two brave whistleblowers stepped forward to notify
Congress of how the Biden-Harris Justice Department slow-walked overt investigative actions in
the case.!® Investigators recommended charging Hunter Biden with multiple tax crimes,
including several felonies.!”® However, Graves declined to partner with the federal prosecutor
working the case out of Delaware, eventually allowing the statute of limitations to lapse on the
most serious crimes. !’

Since becoming D.C.’s top criminal prosecutor, Graves has historically declined roughly
half of the cases brought to his office.!”® In 2021, Graves’ office opted against prosecuting 67
percent of arrests presented in the D.C. Superior Court.!*® In comparison, in 2015, the U.S.
Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia only declined to prosecute 35 percent of cases,
which suggests that the office under Graves’s leadership is failing to prosecute crimes and
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protect the public.2’® When asked about such low prosecution levels, Graves has repeatedly
blamed the lack of criminal charges on problems that stem from other parts of the District’s
public safety and justice system.?%!

Due to the unique position of D.C. as a federal district, Graves can carry out a pro-
criminal agenda without any concern of being voted out of office by concerned residents or
victims of crime. Graves’ lack of prosecution helps explain why the average homicide suspect is
arrested 11 times before killing someone.??

Firsthand Accounts of Crime in the District of Columbia

On October 12, 2023, the Subcommittee on Crime and Federal Government Surveillance
held a hearing in Washington, D.C., titled “Victims of Violent Crime in the District of
Columbia,” to hear directly from victims of crime in Washington, D.C.2%

Gregg Pemberton, a Metropolitan Police Department Detective and Chairman of the D.C.
Police Union, began his testimony by highlighting the ongoing challenges faced by law
enforcement in the district.?** He discussed the significant rise in crime rates and the detrimental
effects of anti-police legislation on police morale and staffing.2> Pemberton exposed the severe
impact of these policies, emphasizing how they have led to a mass exodus of officers and an
alarming increase in violent crime.?% He stated:

Members of Congress are being assaulted and carjacked. Their
Congressional staff members are being robbed and stabbed. Tourists
and visitors, your constituents, are being targeted and attacked. Yet,
the D.C. Council fails to admit that their policies have played a
significant role in this outcome.?’

Pemberton further detailed the consequences of these legislative changes, pointing out the
resulting lawlessness and danger in the city.?°® Pemberton stated:

Crime stats year to date in the district are absolutely staggering.
Homicides have reached 218, a 38 percent increase. Carjackings
have reached almost 800, or 110 percent increase. Robberies are up
70 percent. Violent crime overall is up 40 percent, and all crimes are
up 28 percent. These statistics [ have mentioned are city-wide. If one
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parses out the data to the neighborhood level, some of these
communities have grown to look like war zones.?”

Charles Stimson, a Senior Legal Fellow at the Heritage Foundation and former D.C.
Assistant United States Attorney, provided an analysis of the policies and practices leading to an
increase of violent crime in the District.?!? Stimson detailed the problematic policies of the D.C.
City Council and the U.S. Attorney’s Office, illustrating the consequences that these pro-
criminal policy choices have on public safety.?!! Stimson explained how the leniency towards
gun crimes and the high declination rate of prosecutions have emboldened criminals and
undermined law enforcement efforts.?!? Stimson testified:

The D.C. City Council’s laws and statements by members of that
council have eroded accountability and contributed to the rise of
crime across the city. The council has proven themselves incapable
of creating a revised criminal code for the District. Their goal was
to shrink the system, not hold criminals accountable.?!?

Stimson further illustrated the far-reaching and dangerous consequences of policy choices
on gun crime.?'* He explained how leniency on gun crimes has compromised public safety:

The use of guns by career felons is a huge problem in this city. Every
single day, the MPD arrests felons in possession of firearms. Ask
Greg Pemberton. Yet, instead of prosecuting those felons in Federal
District Court under 18 U.S.C. 922(g) where they would receive a
mandatory minimum sentence of at least five years, the Office
instead takes those cases to D.C. Superior Court where they often
get probation and hardly ever prison time. That is a policy choice.?!®

Stimson emphasized the impact of these policy choice on the overall criminal justice system,
stating:

The crime problem here [in Washington, D.C.] is a man-made
problem. Criminal justice reform is not rocket science. The vast
majority of victims of violent crime in our city are minorities. They
deserve to live in peace. They deserve to sleep well at night and not
worry about their kids getting shot.?!®
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Gaynor Jablonski, the owner of Valor Brewpub in Washington, D.C., testified about how
a man entered his restaurant in June 2023 and pointed a firearm at his 4-year-old son.?!” Gaynor
wrestled with the man to protect his child.?!® The man eventually fled from the scene and was
later arrested.?!® He was originally charged with assault with a deadly weapon and possession of
a firearm during a crime of violence;**° however, the prosecutors pleaded the case down to
attempted assault and carrying a pistol without a license.??! The criminal was released from
custody until he was sentenced to 24 months imprisonment.???

During the Subcommittee’s hearing, Gaynor expressed frustration when Graves’s office
reduced the charges and released the man until he was tried and sentenced to a two-year
sentence.??* Gaynor testified: “We could have a thousand new laws. We could have a thousand
new police officers. You could throw millions at this DA’s office. If nobody is going to do their
job and prosecute and hold people accountable, what is the point?”24
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Myisha Richards, a firefighter and paramedic in Washington D.C., testified how she was
assaulted and beaten in July 2020 by two people who called 911 for assistance.??* Richards
testified that when she spoke to Graves’s office, they told her that neither attacker would be

charged.??¢ Richards testified
that she suffers from PTSD and
anxiety and that firefighters and
EMS workers in the District no
longer feel safe.??” Richards
stated, “I love this city, but we
need to do better and our first
responders need to feel safe.
The nation’s capital is no longer
a place where firefighters and
EMS workers can render care to
those in need without worrying
of becoming a patient
themselves.”??8

Mitchell Sobolevsky told the Subcommittee about his brush with violent crime in the
District.??’ He described being held at gunpoint and robbed near the White House, and how the
criminal told him “do what I say and you ain’t going to die tonight.”?** Sobolevsky complied and
later called the police, who eventually arrested the suspect.?3! But Sobolevsky also described
what occurred in the court system, testifying:

[A]fter the arrest and coordinated with the U.S. Attorney’s Office in
D.C. my criminal went to trial. I gladly and passionately wrote an
impact statement. I pleaded with the judge not to give a lenient
sentence as this man would commit worse crimes than what he did
to me. The judge proceeded to give my criminal 24 months and
suspended a year of his sentence because the judge believed his
judgment was still forming. This light sentence was given despite
my criminal robbing six victims and two businesses. That is right.
One year for multiple armed robberies. Within weeks of my
criminal’s release, he would go on to rob two more people at
gunpoint. [ would only find this out because I was reading the D.C.
weekly arrests. We will never be able to eradicate violent crime
completely, but we can take action to ensure that it happens less
frequently. . . . I implore the Subcommittee to understand that
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policing, prosecuting, and most importantly, incarceration works.
Violent crimes should not be dealt with lightly.?32

D. District Attorney Larry Krasner in Philadelphia

Larry Krasner became District Attorney in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in January 2018.
Prior to his term in office, Krasner was a civil rights attorney who sued the police seventy-five
times.?*3 Under Krasner’s tenure, Philadelphia has become one of the nation’s major cities with
rising violence and homicide rates since the COVID-19 pandemic.?*

Prosecutor as a Social Justice Reformer

Preceded by two district attorneys who supported the death penalty,?*> Krasner has
refused to introduce capital punishment in a single case and has followed through on his
campaign promise to “reduce over-prosecution by declining to take on ‘insignificant’ cases.
In carrying out this campaign promise, Krasner issued a memorandum reflecting his new policies
as the Philadelphia district attorney.?*” Effective within the first month he took office, the
memorandum outlined a new policy in which Krasner’s office would drop all charges and
decline to pursue cases (1) for marijuana possession or buying; (2) for possession of the opioid
Buprenorphine; and (3) against prostitution.?*® In addition to these new policies, at the start of his
term, Krasner fired 31 prosecutors in the District Attorney’s office for their unwillingness to
implement his changes and put 29 Philadelphia police officers on a “do-not-call list”— meaning
they could not be considered credible witnesses at trials.?3°

29236

Krasner also instructed his line prosecutors to avoid prosecutions and opt for utilizing the
city’s “diversion programs” to reduce the number of criminals incarcerated.?*® While diversion
programs claim to “move people away” from becoming involved in the criminal justice
system,?*! it is dependent on prosecutors to use discretion on when it is best for a defendant to be
sent to a diversion program or to be incarcerated. Diversion programs are more commonly used
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with misdemeanor prosecutions.?*? Elected district attorneys such as Krasner are expanded the
use of diversion programs beyond what they are intended for by offering them to dangerous
criminals. In his first year as district attorney, Krasner diverted 78 firearms charges (six times
more than the previous district attorney) into a diversion program that sends defendants into
community service or treatment.?#?

Like many other rogue prosecutors, Krasner seized on the opportunity to weaponize bail
reform. Immediately upon taking office, Krasner eliminated cash bail for more than two-dozen
misdemeanors and felonies, including DUI, retail theft, and prostitution.?** When Krasner
announced his new policy, he stated that “[r]emoving cash bail for certain offenses is just the
first phase of a multi-phase criminal justice reform plan.”*** In the first few years under
Krasner’s leadership, violent crime skyrocketed, with Philadelphia recording a record number of
homicides in 2022.246

In November 2022, the Pennsylvania House of Representatives voted to impeach Krasner
over the progressive policies he enacted amid the city’s rising crime rates and his failure to
enforce the law as Philadelphia’s top prosecutor.?*” One member of the Pennsylvania House
called Krasner “derelict in his duty,” explaining that his decision not to prosecute crimes has
“tipped the scales of justice in favor of criminals.”?*® One impeachment article alleged that
Krasner “repeatedly violated” Pennsylvania’s Crime Victims Act “by failing to timely contact
victims, deliberately misleading victims and or disregarding victim input and treating victims
with contempt and disrespect.”?** Another impeachment article alleged that Krasner’s charging
policies on issues such as prostitution, theft, and drug-related offenses violate the legislature’s
authority.?>° Just days before the Philadelphia Supreme Court ruled that the House impeachment
articles did not meet the constitutionally required standard, the state Senate voted to postpone
indefinitely Krasner’s trial for removal.?>!

Firsthand Accounts of Crime in Philadelphia
On May 3, 2024, the Committee held a hearing in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, titled

“Victims of Violent Crime Philadelphia,” to provide victims of crime in the city the opportunity
to be heard.>?
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Terri O’Connor, the wife of slain Philadelphia Police Corporal James O’Connor,
recounted the tragic circumstances surrounding her husband’s death.?>* She described the
systemic issues within the Philadelphia criminal justice system that allow repeat offenders to
remain on the streets even after numerous arrests.>>* O’Connor criticized the leniency shown to
repeat offenders by Krasner’s office, specifically his failure to hold individuals accountable and
keep criminals off the streets.?>> She testified:

A month before Jim’s murder, one of the males was arrested and let
out twice for drug dealing; he had three open juvenile cases and one
previous arrest as an adult. He was supposed to be on a GPS monitor,
which he wasn’t wearing either time. He could have been put in
[jail], but instead, under Larry Krasner, he was released on his own
recognizance, and no bail required.?>®

O’Conner emphasized the need for stricter enforcement and accountability, stressing how
repeated failures allowed dangerous individuals to continue posing threats to the community.2>’
She had a direct message for Krasner:

Jim got up to go to work that night, and his job was to save and
protect our city, and he was supposed to come home to me in the
morning. If you did yours and kept criminals where they are
supposed to be behind bars maybe Jim would still be here today .2

Dr. Joel Fitzgerald, Chief of Denver Regional Transportation Police and father of slain
Temple University Police Sergeant Christopher Fitzgerald, shared the devastating effect that his
son’s murder had on his family and community.?>° He discussed the broader implications of
regressive district attorney policies, which he said prioritized ideological agenda over public
safety.?®? Dr. Fitzgerald criticized Krasner’s policies for undermining justice and exacerbating
violence in communities, testifying:

That is the power of some of the, as I call it, regressive district
attorneys out there, who mask their dangerous personal agendas and
destroy hundreds of families, and they say it’s under the guise of
creating fairness, equality, and being able to bridge the disparate
impacts that it has on communities. What about the impacts that it
has on those community members who are actually affected by
violent crime.?®!
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Dr. Fitzgerald called for a reevaluation of these policies to protect vulnerable community
members and ensure justice for victims of violent crime.?? He testified:

We have rules for a reason, laws for a reason. And when our district
attorney selectively, if not even prejudicially, determines what it is
that he will and will not prosecute, criminals aren’t dumb. They
know that when they run in the stores in mass in downtown
Philadelphia or anywhere in this country and they run out with
hundreds or even thousands at times of dollars” worth of products,
they will not be prosecuted.?

Nick Gerace, a retired Philadelphia police officer, provided a detailed account of the
challenges faced by law enforcement in the city due to the district attorney’s lenient approach.?64
He testified that the failure to prosecute existing laws has led to increased crime and diminished
public safety.2%> Gerace stressed the importance of enforcing current laws to maintain order and
protect citizens.?*® He stated, “Police officers are afraid to do their jobs because Krasner is
looking to hang every one of them.”2¢’

During the course of the Committee’s and Subcommittee’s hearings about violent crime
in American cities, witnesses made largely the same point: that rising crime rates are a policy
choice. As one witness explained, out-of-control crime in major urban areas is “man-made
problem.”?%® The testimony obtained by the Committee and Subcommittee shows conclusively
that the far-left policies and systemic refusal to prosecute crime by certain rogue prosecutors,
such as Alvin Bragg in Manhattan or Larry Krasner in Philadelphia, has real-world and tragic
consequences for the residents of those cities.
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III. BAIL REFORM AND OTHER RADICAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE POLICIES REDUCE PUBLIC
SAFETY AND HARM AMERICAN COMMUNITIES

The Committee and Subcommittee have received substantial information from witnesses
about the dangerous consequences of bail reform and other far-left criminal justice policies.
From bail “reform” to failing to prosecute entire categories of criminal conduct, policymakers
and prosecutors are creating conditions that make their communities more vulnerable to crime.
Communities in Democrat-run cities and states are struggling with the consequences of other far-
left policies, including the lack of enforcement of firearms crimes, theft and organized retail
crime, and juvenile crimes.

Bail reform crafted and passed by far-left policymakers serves as the most harmful and
dangerous policy for American communities. Over the past several years, state legislatures have
passed laws and rogue prosecutors have implemented policies that either eliminate cash bail
altogether or significantly restrict the ability of state and local judges to impose constraints, such
as supervised release. Many of these mandates require the immediate release of suspected
criminals back into the community. In 2021, Illinois became the first state to eliminate the use of
cash bail.2%° Other states, such as California, Maryland, New Jersey, and New York, have
modified their bail practices to significantly decrease the use of cash bail.>’® These laws and
policies ignore public safety interests and create a revolving door for criminals to reoffend.

Changes to bail policy has been a popular criminal justice reform among policymakers on
the left. In 2020, as a United States Senator, Vice President Kamala Harris publicly supported an
organization called the Minnesota Freedom Fund, which was raising funds to bail out the
criminals arrested for rioting and destruction in Minnesota.?”! During the riots of 2020, then-
Senator Harris distributed a link to her followers on social media urging them to “chip in now” to
the bail fund.?’?> One criminal assisted by the Fund later shot and killed a passenger on a St. Paul
light rail platform in 2022.27
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A. New York, New York
Bail “Reform”

The New York state legislature passed bail “reform” legislation on April 1, 2019, which
went into effect on January 1, 2020. The new changes prohibited judges from setting cash bail
for most misdemeanors and nonviolent felonies and mandated the immediate release of
individuals who committed these offenses back into the community.?’* These offenses include
“burglary, stalking, assault without serious injury, many drug offenses and some kinds of arson
and robbery.”?”> As a result, defendants accused of these crimes are released back into the
community while they await trial. The new law also prevents judges from remanding defendants
to pretrial detention based on the danger they pose, and judges can only consider risk of flight
when deciding whether to use an ankle monitor during pretrial release.?’® In cases where judges
have the ability to set bail, judges are required to consider the defendant’s ability to pay and must
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also choose the least restrictive means necessary to ensure that defendants return for their court
date.?”’

In April 2020, New York State amended its bail laws to allow judges to consider
imposing cash bail for specific crimes, including “sex trafficking, grand larceny, second-degree
burglary, vehicular assault and any crime that results in a death.”?’® These new revisions also
allowed judges to consider a defendant’s criminal history when setting an amount for bail.>”
Additionally, judges could set cash bail for “persistent offenders,” even if the alleged offenses
are nonviolent.?8°

In February 2022, New York City Mayor Eric Adams asked Governor Hochul to
reconsider New York’s bail reform laws.?®! Two months later, Governor Hochul changed bail
laws in the state budget to allow judges to set bail for repeat offenders and those accused of
crimes involving firearms.?®? The 2022 revisions also allowed judges the ability to assess
whether defendants were accused of causing “serious harm.”?%3 New Yorkers, according to
polling, “overwhelmingly support[ed]” the measure.?84

After New York’s bail “reform” law passed, recidivism rates increased for individuals
who had previous violent felony offenses. A March 2023 study by researchers at John Jay
College of Criminal Justice found that approximately 72 percent of violent felony offenders who
were released without bail were re-arrested.?®> Before the law was passed, the recidivism rate for
previous violent felony offenders was 62 percent.?%® The study also found that “mandatory
release significantly increased re-arrest across multiple outcomes for people with a recent violent
arrest and with a pending case at the time of the current arraignment.”%’

Repeat offenders continue to plague New York City. On April 6, 2023, NYPD
Commissioner Keechant Sewell said, “recidivism is the undertow pulling against everything we
are doing to keep our city safe” and “it is counterproductive to public safety and, frankly, is a
perpetual carousel of police resources.”?%® As an example of how bad New York’s recidivism
problem is, Sewell said that 327 individuals were arrested more than 6,000 times for retail
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theft.?®” Michael Lipetri, NYPD’s chief of crime control strategies, said that a man named
Nathaniel Linden had recently been indicted for burglarizing six churches in November 2022,
but was released right before his trial.?*® Just nine hours after being released, Linden burglarized
a dry cleaner business.?’! Linden was then released again, and allegedly burglarized several more
churches.?®? Talking about Linden, Lipetri said, “That’s recidivism . . . . That’s what the
commissioner is talking about. This isn’t a person who had a bad day. This is a person who had a
bad 40 years.”**?

In testimony to the Committee, Paul DiGiacomo of the Detectives Endowment
Association explained “[t]here is a direct correlation for when the bail reform laws were enacted
to day one to the uptick in violent crimes across New York City.”?** Democratic New York City
Councilmember Robert Holden similarly discussed the effect of liberal criminal justice
policies.?”® He explained that “failed progressive policies reversed 30 years of law and order
delivered to the city by the hardworking men and women of the NYPD and professional
prosecutors that put victims’ rights ahead of criminals.”?°® Holden was clear about the remedy:

To address these challenges, we need our State legislators and
district attorneys to prioritize public safety and work together to
strengthen our criminal justice system rather than weaken it. The
State legislature has failed us by passing laws that have weakened
our criminal justice system and enabled criminals to evade justice.?’

Failure to Prosecute Firearms Charges

New York City, like many Democrat-run cities, has enacted strict gun control laws but
does virtually nothing to enforce them against offenders. In 2021, the NYPD Lieutenants
Benevolent Association presented data to show that criminals arrested on gun charges were not
being held accountable.?®® When NYPD arrested 4,456 people on gun charges, prosecutors
dismissed over 1,200 of these cases.?” Of the open cases, only about 700 resulted in criminal
convictions.>®® Only one of those convictions came from a trial.>°! New York City policymakers
cannot claim they are serious about tackling violent crime while turning a blind eye to firearms
convictions.
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During the Committee’s field hearing in Manhattan, Barry Borgen, whose son was the
victim of a violent crime because of his Jewish faith, discussed Bragg’s failure to prosecute
firearm charges. He testified:

I will tell you something else that bothers me. Everybody is here
with gun control. . . . Here in New York, we can’t get guns. The
criminals walk around shooting people, get guns nonstop. It’s just,
it’s unbelievable. A gun charge comes to Mr. Bragg, misdemeanor,
no problem, walk the streets. . . . Here in New York now, you come
with a gun: OK, don’t do it again. We’ll see you again. It’s just
disgusting, and it’s a hutzpah what goes on—it’s a Jewish word,
hutzpah—what goes on in this district.%?

Failure to Prosecute Retail Crime

After taking office, Bragg stated that no matter what the law said he was committed not
to prosecuting shoplifting.>** New York City has seen a significant increase in retail theft.3** By
2022, shoplifting increased by over 68 percent compared to 2019.3% While shoplifting declined
by just over 7 percent in 2023, it was still a staggering 56 percent higher than the number from
2019.3%

Despite New York City’s surge in retail crime, Bragg shrugged off the issue by calling
retail crime a “crime of poverty.”*%” He told his staff that a person who “shoplifts and makes “a
minimal threat” to a store employee while leaving . . . pose[s] no genuine risk.”*%® These are the
same “minimal threat” shoplifters who fatally stabbed a drugstore employee in 2023.3% In that
case, the killer had over a dozen previous arrests for shoplifting.3!° If a store owner or employee
attempts to defend their life during a shoplifting or retail crime encounter, they are the ones
arrested and charged—as was the case with Jose Alba, who testified to the Committee about his
experiences.’!! He testified:

I still don’t know why I was charged with murder. I believe that law
enforcement and the DA’s office didn’t investigate the case fully.
They rushed to judgment, and I suffered because of it. Even though
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the charges were ultimately dropped, they should not have been
brought against me to begin with. I am now traumatized from the
incident. I am not working because I am terrified for my life that
someone in the gang will come after me for revenge. I was injured
physically and mentally because of the incident and my unlawful
arrest and incarceration.’!?

Holden, similarly, recalled his experiences with retail crime in New York. He told the
Committee:

It’s a real thing because I have businesses, and I have one individual
who owns four gas stations in my district. He’s from Southeast Asia.
He’s an immigrant. He is living the American Dream until recently,
until 2019 is when the bail reform package went through the State.
He says: “A good day for me in my four gas stations is when I’'m
not held up. We consider it a good day.” He’s losing 2,000 or 3,000
dollars a day in the four gas stations with petty theft and being held
up.313

Retail employees understand the grim realities of what happens when shoplifting and
retail crime is tolerated not prosecuted by the city. One drug store security guard, who said he
witnesses about ten thefts a day, stated, “There’s a lot. They don’t care if I'm here . . . they just
come in and take stuff because they know we’re not allowed to do nothing. . . . If they come and
keep stealing and stealing and stealing the store is going to say it’s too much and it’s going to
close down. . . . . 34

Not Prosecuting Juvenile Offenders with the “Raise the Age” Statute

New York State began enabling juvenile offenders to commit crimes and evade
accountability with its “Raise the Age” statute. Signed into law in 2018, the statute raises the age
of “criminal responsibility” from 16 years old to 18 years old.?!> Adolescents 17 and under
accused of misdemeanors are adjudicated as juvenile delinquents.®!® If a juvenile under 17 is
accused of a felony, the case is first heard in the “youth part” of the court system and usually
transferred to family court shortly thereafter.>!” Unsurprisingly, the statute has led to a significant
drop in overall arrests in dangerous crimes such as gun crimes,’!8 as juvenile offenders are
getting away with crimes with only a slap on the wrist.

312 Victims of Violent Crime in Manhattan: Hearing Before the H. Comm. on Judiciary, 118" Cong. 8 (Apr. 17,
2023).

3314, at 84.

314 McCarthy, et al., supra note 309.

315 W. Dyer Halpern, Reforming “Raise the Age”’, MANHATTAN INSTITUTE (Jan. 12, 2023).

316 Id

317 Id

318 Tina Moore, et al., Number of underage murder suspects doubles as NYPD grapples with ‘deficient’ juvenile
criminal justice system, N.Y. POST (Jan. 25, 2023).

39



Before he left office in 2023, former NYPD Assistant Commissioner of the Youth
Division Kevin O’Conner pointed out one of the issues with the “Raise the Age” statute is that
juvenile reports “go nowhere” and therefore aid the city in keeping underage recidivism “under
wraps.”?!” By 2021, over 12 percent of identified shooters New York City through the first nine
months of the year were under 18, which is up from 9.2 percent in 2017.32° In an interview
before departing the position, Assistant Commissioner O’Conner lamented this system hurts
juvenile offenders rather than help them, stating: “We’re not even giving them a little timeout, so
to speak. And that’s where Raise the Age is really failing our kids. The recidivism is
skyrocketing.”¥?! Another anonymous law enforcement source told the New York Post:

[Wlhen a kid is arrested with a gun and gets out in time for dinner,
it sends a message to all of his friends who might be on the margins
. That message says, ‘Pick up that gun. There are no

consequences . . . That way of thinking then spreads like an
infection. And the problem of youth violence becomes
exponentially greater . . . . The cruel irony is that the communities

these politicians falsely purport to protect, are the communities
cleaning the blood of children off of their streets.3??

B. Chicago, Illinois
The SAFE-T Act and Bail “Reform” in Illinois

The Illinois state legislature passed sweeping criminal justice reform legislation in
January 2021 and implemented those changes on January 1, 2023. The Illinois Safety,
Accountability, Fairness and Equity-Today (SAFE-T) Act abolished cash bail and required a
higher burden of proof to detain accused violent criminals until trial.>>* The Act amended the
Illinois Constitution and eroded the constitutional protections of the Illinois Victim Rights
Act.3?

The SAFE-T Act states that “defendants shall be presumed eligible for pretrial release
unless prosecutors present clear and convincing evidence to deny the suspect pretrial release,
such as proof that the suspect committed the crime and poses a threat to the physical safety of a
specific, identifiable person.”??> Under the SAFE-T law, the judge does not have the option of
setting bail as the defendant will presumptively be released pending trial. As a result, defendants
are released back into the community while they await trial. Additionally, prosecutors are
required to submit a request for detention within forty-eight hours if the offender committed a
crime that poses a “significant threat to public safety.”*?® James Glasgow, a Democrat prosecutor
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for the suburbs outside of Chicago, stated it was nearly impossible to provide the evidence
needed within forty-eight hours “since it takes time to review body and surveillance cameras and
crime labs take time to process evidence.”*?” Glasgow further stated, “when it’s protecting the
health, safety and welfare of the law-abiding citizens, we have to be able to do that.”3?

Democrats tout the bail system as a failure, but the data shows release with no conditions,
or abolishing cash bail, is significantly less effective than cash bail at achieving compliance.>?® A
2023 study in California found that 70 percent of suspects released on zero-dollar bail were re-
arrested.’3? Additionally, when compared to those who paid bail, suspects released on zero-dollar
bail were twice as likely to be re-arrested for new felonies, and three times more likely to be re-
arrested for violent crimes.**! Even former Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot realized eliminating
bail was disastrous.’*? Mayor Lightfoot commented, “I know that there are people in my city that
are wreaking havoc every day and need to be off the streets. The police department is spending
all this time and resources to arrest, put a case on, and the judges and the prosecutors say, you
know what? We’re going to let you out on electronic monitoring to wreak havoc again.”33?

On December 29, 2022, an Illinois court found that the pretrial release portions of the
SAFE-T Act violated the separation of powers clause of the Illinois Constitution.*** The court
blocked the abolishment of cash bail in sixty-five counties across Illinois, but allowed the end of
cash bail to go into effect in thirty-seven other counties.?*> On July 18, 2023, the Illinois
Supreme Court overturned the decision and ruled the SAFE-T Act provision ending cash bail
was constitutional, which made Illinois the first state in the nation to eliminate cash bail.33¢
Following the decision, one Democrat state’s attorney in Illinois stated, “this ruling is
disappointing and the Act terribly detrimental to public safety, we must abide by the decision and
will continue to do our best to serve the people.”3’

Within the first week of the provisions of the Safe-T Act being implemented, the
consequences were felt immediately. During the Committee’s forum in Chicago on September
26, 2023, John Garrido, a retired Lieutenant with the Chicago Police Department, testified that
several individuals committed violent crimes and were released almost immediately.>*® He
explained:
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On the first day of no cash bail last week, individuals charged with
violent crimes were released without any restrictions. Two people
were charged with robbery, and a guy was accused of punching a
Chicago police officer in the face, and they went home without
restrictions, and there was no request by the prosecutor for a
detention hearing. Another offender was sent home without any
restrictions after being accused of attacking four police officers and
sending two to the hospital. Yet again, the prosecutor’s office did
not ask for any detention hearing.>*°

Failure to Prosecute Firearms Offenses

Chicago still struggles with rising levels of violent crime throughout the city, especially
with crimes involving firearms. In May 2024, State’s Attorney Foxx began exploring a new
policy to direct prosecutors in Cook County to reject certain drug and firearms charges.*** Under
this policy, if a firearm or drug discovery originated from a “minor traffic stop,” it will not result
in a charge.**! Foxx claims these types of interactions with law enforcement rarely lead to arrests
and are meant to combat the “disproportionate targeting” of minority communities.**? This new
policy comes from activist uproar over the killing of Dexter Reed who was shot by Chicago
Police in March 2024 .3* Dexter Reed was pulled over for supposedly not wearing a seatbelt, but
immediately fired at officers once they approached his car.>** Officers returned fire and Reed
was killed.>*® Despite trying to kill the officers who pulled him over, community activists

claimed the shooting was not justified.>*®

During the Committee’s forum in Chicago, CPD Officer Carlos Yanez shared his

experience with Chicago prosecutors refusing to enforce firearms laws. He testified:

As for making stricter gun laws, we, in Illinois, already have one of
the strictest gun laws that only law-abiding citizens follow. The
more laws you put into place is only going to up the price of firearms
on the street that straw purchasers are selling. I say we enforce the
laws that we have on individuals that are illegally in possession of a
firearm and make it a minimum of three years in jail automatically.

Straw purchasers should be charged the same as offenders who pull
the trigger. It is time to stop coddling criminals and holding them
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accountable for their actions. Only then will they stop and think
before they carjack, rob, shoot, or kill a law-abiding citizen.>4’

Raising the Felony Threshold for Shoplifting

Under Foxx, prosecuting a criminal for retail theft is near impossible in Cook County. In
the state of Illinois, stealing items valued at $500 or less is a misdemeanor.>*® When she took
office, Foxx unilaterally raised the threshold for a felony retail theft charge in Cook County to
$1,000.3* Foxx informed her staff if the theft does not raise to the level of $1,000 or if the
defendant does not have more than 10 prior felony convictions then prosecutors should charge
the defendant with a misdemeanor.>>° Retail groups were very quick to criticize the change. The
[llinois Retail Merchant Association warned that “[i]ncreasing the threshold has a demonstrable
impact in terms of encouraging additional theft . . . . Criminals are intelligent. They know exactly
where that threshold is.”3!

During the Committee’s forum in Chicago, Rep. Cliff Bentz asked Lieutenant Garrido
whether rogue prosecutors such as Foxx were taking political positions rather than taking action
to “help more adequately control crime.”*>? Garrido responded:

Absolutely. Just like I said before about her changing the threshold
for felony theft from $500—$1,000, she has a lot of leeway to decide
what they are going to charge and what they are not going to charge.

When we present homicide cases or any case for felony approval,
they put a lot of restrictions and just create these long list of things
that we have to do to try to—hoops that we have to jump through,
and they make it difficult.>>?

Lieutenant Garrido shared a letter from a former state prosecutor who left the office because, in
this prosecutor’s words, Foxx “is more concerned with political narratives and agendas than with
victims and prosecuting violent crimes.”3%*

Failure to Prosecute Juvenile Crime

During Foxx’s tenure, Chicago has struggled with an explosion of crime committed by
youth offenders. In 2018, the Chicago Sun Times found that most juveniles charged with armed
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carjackings are released within 24 hours. 3°° Of the 49 juveniles charged with carjacking that
year, 29 were released within 24 hours on electronic monitoring.>>® Many of those juveniles went
on to be rearrested for carjacking or other serious crimes.*’” By 2022, Police Superintendent
David Brown confirmed the grim reality that half of carjackings in Chicago were committed by
juveniles.*>® He pointed to the Cook County court system for being too lenient on juvenile
offenders and allowing them to be released even with carjacking charges.®>’

During the Committee’s forum, Lieutenant Garrido discussed the problem of juvenile
defendants. In response to a question from Rep. Laurel Lee about whether prosecutors should
consider the “totality of the seriousness of a criminal’s behavior” in prosecution and sentencing
decisions, he responded:

Absolutely. We have seen time and again the gang bangers are
actually using—they have done it for years. They always use the
younger kids. They would use them to do their burglaries. They use
them to hold their weapons. They use them to hold their drugs
because they know they are just going to get a slap on the wrist. So,
that has always been the case.

Now it seems as though these young offenders are getting more
dangerous, quite honestly. They are now shooting at people. They
are now stealing cars and doing carjackings. Like I said, the other
day the offenders were four of them, and they were ages 12—16 years
old. So, we have got our juvenile criminal offenders, at least here in

Chicago, are becoming more and more violent. So, absolutely that
stuff should be considered.>®°

C. Washington, D.C.
Washington D.C.’s Elimination of Cash Bail

In 1992, the D.C. City Council was one of the first jurisdictions in the nation to pass
legislation eliminating cash bail.*¢! Since then, the City Council has continued to enact
legislation that emboldens criminals and harms those who live, work, and visit the District. For
example, in 2022, the City Council voted unanimously on a bill to overhaul the D.C. criminal
code. This legislation reduced the maximum sentence for almost all violent crimes and

355 Frank Main, Most juveniles charged with armed carjackings let go in 24 hours, records show, CHICAGO SUN
TiMES (Feb. 11, 2018).

356 Id

357 Id

358 Michelle Gallardo, Chicago carjackings: At least 4 more juveniles arrested by region wide taskforce, ABC NEWS
7 (Feb. 16, 2022).

359 Id

30 Victims of Violent Crime in Chicago: Forum of the H. Comm. on Judiciary, 118" Cong. 23 (Sep. 26, 2023).

361 Bail Reform Amendment Act of 1992, D.C. Law 9-125, D.C. City Council (1992).

44



eliminated mandatory minimums for all crimes except first-degree murder.*®? The legislation was
so radical that in 2023, bipartisan majorities in both the House of Representatives and Senate
exercised their authority to oversee the District, passing a resolution to prohibit the crime bill
from being enacted.’%

D.C.’s elimination of cash bail has resulted in approximately 94 percent of individuals
with criminal charges not being detained before trial.*** The elimination of cash bail has led to a
startling increase in both violent and property crime rates in recent years.*%> In 2023, as D.C.
experienced a 20-plus-year record-high homicide rate, Police Chief Robert Contee reported that
the average homicide suspect was arrested 11 times before killing someone.?*® Chief Contee also
made it clear what was needed to lower the skyrocketing homicide rate, saying, “What we’ve got
to do, if we really want to see homicides go down, is keep bad guys with guns in jail. When
they’re in jail, they can’t be in communities shooting people.”*¢” Shortly after the Chief’s
remarks in 2023, the City Council took its first steps to hold criminals accountable in more than
three decades by making it easier for judges to detain suspects of violent crimes before trial 3

Failure to Prosecute Firearms Crimes

Under U.S. Attorney Graves, prosecutors in the District of Columbia have consistently
declined to prosecute crimes, even as Graves has acknowledged that “the scariest crimes are
going up.”% Graves has indicated that the type of cases he is refusing to prosecute are primarily
illegal gun possession and illegal drug possession cases.?’® After Graves took office in 2021,
over 2,000 gun cases either were not prosecuted, dropped, or pled down in D.C. Superior
Court.”! Graves could easily opt to take these felon-in-possession cases to the U.S. District
Court and charge them federally under 18 U.S.C. § 922(g), but he refuses to do so0.3"?

The 2023 D.C. Sentencing Commission’s Annual Report reflects that gun cases are not
being prosecuted in the District.’”* In fact, according to another analysis of D.C. crime data:
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e 27262 gun cases between 2021 and 2023 were not prosecuted or were dropped or pled
down to lesser charges; and

e 79 percent of adults arrested with an illegally carrying a gun in D.C. get away without
a felony conviction.3’

Graves himself is directly responsible for the lack of prosecution of gun cases, as his office:
e Declined to prosecute 33 percent of arrests for felony gun possession;

e Eventually dropped 37 percent of initially charged cases without obtaining a
conviction;

e Pled down 50 percent of convictions to misdemeanors instead of felonies; and

e Achieved felony convictions for only 21 percent of adults arrested for having a
firearm illegally.’”

While Graves has refused to enforce firearms laws, Washington D.C. recently surpassed 100
homicides for 2024.376

At the Subcommittee’s hearing on crime in the District, witness Charles Stimson touched
on how this policy decision affects public safety.?”” He explained:

The use of guns by career felons is a huge problem in this city. Every
single day, the MPD arrests felons in possession of firearms. Ask
[fellow witness, Chair of the D.C. Police Union] Greg Pemberton.
Yet, instead of prosecuting those felons in Federal District Court
under 18 U.S.C. 922(g) where they would receive a mandatory
minimum sentence of at least five years, the Office instead takes
those cases to D.C. Superior Court where they often get probation
and hardly ever prison time. That is a policy choice.>”8
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Pemberton similarly testified about the failure to prosecute entire categories of guns
charges. He told the Subcommittee:

[SJome of the rhetoric that we hear around crime in the District is
that it comes from illegal guns and that we have to focus on illegal
guns, and that if we find a way to get illegal guns out of the hands
of criminals, crime will come down. That’s not necessarily wrong.
Our officers for our unit, I think last year we arrested about 3,100
people for possession of an illegal firearm.

The problem is that even when we’re able to get those cases papered
and prosecuted and then a conviction, the average sentence that
judges are handing out right now for that penalty is six months
supervised release, which is zero jail time. That is the going rate, is
what we say, for people who are in possession of illegal guns.3”

Pemberton concluded: “Just to make a finer point on this, it doesn’t seem like the city takes those
crimes as seriously as they suggest given the fact that the courts are not penalizing people who
are found convicted of those crimes.”3%°

High Threshold for Retail Crime

Up until this year, the threshold for charging someone with felony retail theft in
Washington D.C. was $1,000.38! According to a survey taken in 2021, Washington D.C. was
number two on a list of cities experiencing the most retail theft—with crime costing residents an
average of $336 per person.®? This forced businesses in the District to implement unprecedented
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security measures. For example, a Safeway in Southwest D.C. required shoppers to scan their
receipts in order to leave the store.*3® The grocery store was also forced to lock up laundry
detergent, toiletries, and other items to make it harder for theft to occur.’®* A CVS in the
Columbia Heights neighborhood finally closed its doors after years of criminals stripping its
shelves clean.*®In October 2023, reporting revealed that “gangs of 45 children raid the CVS
daily before school, after school, and later in the evening, taking anything they can grab off the
shelves.”8 In response to this unprecedented rise in retail theft, on March 11, 2024, Mayor
Bowser signed into law the Secure D.C. Omnibus Amendment Act of 2024, which among other
things lowered the felony threshold for retail theft to $500.%%7

Lack of Accountability for Juvenile Offenders

Crimes committed by juveniles in the District are on the rise.*®® In 2023, MPD data
showed that there were 959 reported carjackings, with the average age of the offender being 15
years old. *%° Cases against juveniles are also frequently diverted or dropped, with statistics
revealing that more than one-third of juvenile cases were dropped or diverted for arrests made
between October 2022 and February 20233

While the U.S. Attorney’s Office is responsible for prosecuting the majority of felonies in
Washington, D.C., the District’s Attorney General’s office, led by Attorney General Brian
Schwalb, handles misdemeanor cases and the majority of juvenile offenses.?*! Schwalb believes
rehabilitation and diversion of juveniles is the correct path forward in lieu of incarceration.*?
Further, his office does not believe juvenile criminals in the district are out of control—instead
Schwalb in the past stated that, “[k]ids are kids and when you’re talking about teenagers in
particular . . . they’re biologically prone to make mistakes.”*3

Recently, with over 30 juvenile carjackings in 2024,3°* Schwalb has started to change his
tune on youth crime in the District. His office stated that 92 percent of juvenile offenders
convicted of serious crimes are arrested again once released.**> Schwalb is now blaming the D.C.
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Department of Youth Rehabilitation Services (DYRS) for their improper handling of youth
offenders after conviction.>*

During the Subcommittee’s hearing on D.C. crime, witness Charles Stimson discussed
the problems with the lack of accountability for juvenile offenders.*®” He explained:

D.C. Attorney General’s Office, or OAG, handles juvenile crimes,
[and] for decades has failed in its mission to hold violent criminals
accountable including murderers and armed carjackers. Most
youths, let me be clear, need to be and are handled in the juvenile
justice system. We need a juvenile justice system in this country, but
there are certain crimes like murder, armed robbery, armed
carjacking, rape, child sexual abuse, and other heinous crimes that
should be handled in the adult court. Congress should strip the OAG
from prosecuting all crimes and give that to the D.C. U.S. Attorney’s
Office.>*8

D. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Failure to Enforce Firearms-Based Offenses

Data shows that by District Attorney Larry Krasner is failing to enforce firearm offenses
in Philadelphia. According to the Pennsylvania Commission on Sentencing, the number of
Violation of Uniform Firearms Act (VUFA) cases that are initiated by Krasner’s office but are
ultimately withdrawn, dismissed or nolle prosed (prosecution discontinued) is disproportionately
high in comparison to other counties.’*® Between 2015 and 2020, the number of VUFA cases
within Philadelphia increased from 7 percent to 21 percent.*® During that same time, the
Commonwealth’s 66 other counties experienced an increase from 7 percent to 10 percent.*!
Additionally, individuals charged with a VUFA offense were charged with another VUFA
offense within three years at a higher rate in Philadelphia (29.5 percent) when compared to the
statewide average (20 percent).*?> By abandoning charges against VUFA offenders, Krasner’s
office has allowed more offenders who were recently arrested for possessing a firearm to return
to the community without significant repercussions.

Philadelphia’s illegal gun possession offenses have increased across the city. Between
2015 and 2020, VUFA arrests made by the Philadelphia police department increased by more
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than 100 percent.*** Over this same period, conviction rates for VUFA cases prosecuted by
Krasner’s office declined significantly, from 65 percent in 2015 to 42 percent in 2020.%* While
thousands of more people have been arrested in recent years for gun possession (from 1,300 in
2018 to nearly 2,400 in 2020), the chances of conviction of illegal possession of a firearm is
continuously falling.*®> This decline was driven primarily by an increase in dismissals and
withdrawn cases, and the share of these dropped cases grew from 25 percent in 2015 to 49
percent in 2020.40¢

During the Committee’s field hearing in Philadelphia, witness George Bochetto discussed
the consequences of the far-left criminal justice policy decisions, including the failure to enforce
firearm offenses in the city.*"” He testified:

There are so many other cases that I can point to and give you
examples of individuals who committed crimes, violent crimes, who
are allowed to go free on bail, who were released on their own
recognizance, who were violating the Uniform Firearms Act, and
are back on the streets, committing murders in this city, committing
carjackings, committed violent crimes, and this is all directly as a
result of Mr. Krasner’s policies. I would be happy, during the
questioning period, to detail exactly how some of those came about.

Let me just also say this. It is not just that Mr. Krasner has taken on
himself to be derelict in his responsibilities in violent crimes and
murder cases. He also regards himself as a one-man legislature.**8

Failure to Prosecute Retail Crime

Immediately upon taking office, Krasner implemented a policy that any retail theft under
$500 would not be treated as a misdemeanor, but as a summary offense—the least serious type
of criminal offense in the city of Philadelphia.*®® In other words, a theft charge (if a defendant
was charged) became a slap on the wrist offense similar to a traffic ticket. Arrests for retail theft
in 2016 totaled more than 2,000, but after Krasner took over, retail theft arrests dropped to just
282 in 2019.41? Retail thefts rose more than 50 percent in 2022, with 14,255 incidents in 2022
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compared to 9,371 in 2021.#!! In 2023, retail thefts were up approximately 29 percent compared
to 2022.412

After seeing the disastrous effects of Krasner’s policies over the past five years, in 2024,
Krasner and the Philadelphia Police Department changed its policies to prohibit retail theft
offenders from being eligible for its diversion program.*'* According to data published by the
Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office, in the first six months of 2024, more people have been
arrested and charged with retail theft in any year since 2017.44

Bochetto described the problem of retail theft in Philadelphia in his testimony, telling the
Committee:

Theft is also a crime in Pennsylvania, but in Philadelphia you can
steal up to $500 in a convenience store, a Wawa, or a department
store and you will not be prosecuted. This is the one-man legislature
of Larry Krasner, and it has led to a lawlessness, a street crime, and
a level of disrespect that affects everybody’s quality of life, and begs
the criminals to become more emboldened and more dangerous on
our streets.*!?

In questioning by Rep. Kevin Kiley, Bochetto elaborated on the consequences of this policy
choice. He explained:

Well, the consequences have been terrible. The memo that was
circulated in the District Attorney’s Office said that any retail theft
not exceeding $500 in value will not be prosecuted. The line DAs
are to stand down and dismiss the charges. The consequence has
been rising levels, frightening rising levels of retail theft, to the point
where major and minor department stores, pharmacies, bodegas are
all moving out of Philadelphia. Wawa moved several facilities out
of Philadelphia. H&K moved out of Philadelphia. All these retailers
that rely on some semblance of enforcement of antitheft laws are
moving out. The ones that haven’t moved out, they are hiring their
own private police force. They are hiring their own security guards.
Unfortunately, we had a situation not long ago in Philadelphia where
a private security guard actually shot and killed a would-be thief.

Now, you don’t want would-be thieves of minor amounts of money
being shot to death, but that is what happens when the system won’t
act and the system won’t operate, and people take matters into their
own hands.*1¢
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Failure to Prosecute Juvenile Offenders

During Krasner’s tenure as District Attorney, the number of juveniles convicted of crimes
has decreased dramatically. Juvenile detention admissions in Philadelphia County have declined
each year since 2017.4!7 From 2021 to 2022, for example, Philadelphia County had a 5 percent
increase in detention admissions.*!® Krasner claims that his office “is committed to avoiding the
prosecution of anyone under 18 in the adult court system,”*!” so it is unsurprising that the
number of children charged as adults in Philadelphia has been cut in half during his term of
office.*?? In the two years before Krasner took office, an average of 127 children were charged as
adults. However, by 2018, Krasner’s first year in office, that number fell to less than 50.4%!

During the Committee’s field hearing in Philadelphia, Nick Gerace, a retired Philadelphia
police officer, discussed how the failure to prosecute crimes—including juvenile crimes—hurts
the morale of law enforcement.*>? He explained:

[T]hese criminals, they know, they tell these cops to their face,
“Uncle Larry [Krasner] is going to let me out in a couple of hours,”
and that is exactly what happens. So, the numbers in these
carjackings and shootings, one of the reasons why juveniles are
being ushered in, they are being arrested, and they are out within
five hours. We all know the juvenile gets in trouble for something,
there are no consequences. They are going to keep going.*?

When asked what can be done about this problem, Gerace was clear: “Prosecute the crime. . . .
We don’t need new laws. We need the prosecutor to prosecute the laws that are on the books
right now.”4?*

The Committee’s and Subcommittee’s oversight shows the dangers of bail reform and
other radical criminal justice policies. As the Committee and Subcommittee heard in hearings
around the country, these policies endanger communities, embolden criminals, and leave victims
on the sideline.
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IV. CONCLUSION

Violent crime is out of control in major urban areas across the country. In these
jurisdictions, rogue prosecutors are refusing to enforce the laws on the books, downgrading
criminal charges and putting violent criminals back on the streets. Meanwhile, left-wing
policymakers at the state and local level are passing radical pro-criminal policies that make it
harder to put bad guys behind bars and out of American neighborhoods.

In the 118th Congress, the Committee on the Judiciary and the Subcommittee on Crime
and Federal Government Surveillance has examined the rise in violent crime in American cities.
We have received powerful testimony about the dangerous consequences of rogue prosecutors
and far-left criminal justice policies. We have heard from victims of violent crime, law
enforcement officials, and responsible policymakers about how these radical, pro-criminal
policies hurt public safety.

The Committee’s and Subcommittee’s oversight, including firsthand accounts of the
crime crisis in Manhattan, Chicago, Washington, and Philadelphia, informs legislation to address
the rise in violent crime. Among other measures, the Committee has considered the following
legislative reforms:

e To understand how state and local prosecutor decisions to release dangerous
individuals pending trial are hurting the safety of their communities, the
Committee passed H.R. 2833, the Pretrial Release Reporting Act, on June 27,
2024.%%3 This bill, sponsored by Rep. Scott Fitzgerald, requires the Bureau of
Justice Statistics (BJS) to submit a report about individuals who are granted bail
or pretrial release from state courts and are subsequently charged with certain
violent felony offenses (e.g., murder, rape, kidnapping).*2¢

e Inresponse to the dangerous anti-police rhetoric and the “defund the police”
movement, the Committee reported H.R. 3325, the Recruit and Retain Act, on
May 1, 2024.%?7 This bill, sponsored by Rep. Wesley Hunt, allows Community
Oriented Policing Services (COPS) grant funding to support recruitment efforts
by law enforcement agencies.*?®

e The Committee reported H.R. 7581, the Improving Law Enforcement Officer
Safety and Wellness Through Data Act, on April 16, 2024.4?° This bill, sponsored
by Rep. Dan Bishop, requires the Attorney General to issue a series of reports
related to violent attacks on law enforcement officers, the efficacy of current data
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collection related to violent attacks on law enforcement officers, and the efficacy
of programs intended to provide protective equipment and wellness resources to
law enforcement officers.**° The bill passed the House of Representatives on May
15, 2024.43! While Republicans unanimously voted in favor of the bill, 55
Democrats opposed it.*3? It awaits consideration in the Senate.

It is clear that the root causes of the uptick in crime over the last several years are the pro-
criminal policies implemented in major urban areas and the refusal of rogue prosecutors to
enforce the laws on the books. The Committee and the Subcommittee will continue to conduct
oversight of the rise in violent crime in the United States.
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