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Pope Francis, who has just turned 88 and has been suffering

from a heavy cold, will lead the regular Sunday Angelus prayer

from inside his residence as a precaution, the Vatican said in a

statement on Saturday.
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MAGDEBURG, Germany, Dec 21 (Reuters) - German authorities are investigating a Saudi man with a

history of anti-Islam rhetoric as the suspected driver in a car-ramming attack at a Christmas market in the

city of Magdeburg which killed five people, officials said on Saturday.

The Friday evening attack on crowds of market visitors gathered to celebrate the pre-Christmas season

comes amid a fierce debate over security and migration during an election campaign in Germany, where

the far right is polling strongly.
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"What a terrible act it is to injure and kill so many people there with such brutality," Chancellor Olaf Scholz

said in the central city, part of the former East Germany, where he laid a white rose at a church in honour

of the victims.

"We have now learned that over 200 people have been injured," he added. "Almost 40 are so seriously

injured that we must be very worried about them."

A 50-year-old Saudi doctor who has lived in Germany for almost two decades was arrested at the scene.

Police searched his home overnight.

Advertisement · Scroll to continue

The motive remained unclear and police have not yet named the suspect. He has been named in German

media as Taleb A.

A spokesperson for a specialist rehabilitation clinic for criminals with addictions in Bernburg confirmed

that the suspect had worked as a psychiatrist for them, but had not been at work since October due to

sickness and holiday leave.

Posts on his X account, verified by Reuters, indicated support for anti-Islam and far-right parties, including

the Alternative for Germany (AfD), as well as criticism of Germany for its handling of Saudi refugees.
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German Interior Minister Nancy Faeser said the suspect's Islamophobia was clear to see, but she declined

to comment on motive.

Taleb A. appeared in a number of media interviews in 2019, including with German newspaper FAZ and

the BBC, in which he spoke of his work as an activist helping Saudi Arabians and ex-Muslims flee to

Europe.

"There is no good Islam," he told FAZ at the time.

[1/12] A police car secures an entrance of the Christmas market on the Breitscheidplatz, after a car rammed into a crowd
of people at the Magdeburg Christmas market, in Berlin, Germany December 21, 2024. REUTERS/Annegret Hilse
Purchase Licensing Rights

A Saudi source told Reuters that Saudi Arabia had warned German authorities about the attacker after he

posted extremist views on his personal X account that threatened peace and security.

These warnings were given multiple times since he left Saudi Arabia in 2006, the source said, without

going into further detail.

A risk assessment conducted last year by German state and federal criminal investigators came to the

conclusion that the man posed "no specific danger", the Welt newspaper reported, citing security sources.

Germany's domestic and foreign intelligence agencies both declined to comment on the ongoing

investigation.

Andrea Reis, who had been at the market on Friday, returned on Saturday with her daughter Julia to lay a

candle by the church overlooking the site. She said that had it not been for a matter of moments, they may

have been in the car's path.

"I said, 'let's go and get a sausage', but my daughter said 'no let's keep walking around'. If we'd stayed

where we were we'd have been in the car's path," she said.

Tears ran down her face as she described the scene. "Children screaming, crying for mama. You can't

forget that," she said.

Scholz's Social Democrats are trailing both the far-right AfD and the frontrunner conservative opposition

in opinion polls ahead of snap elections set for Feb. 23.

The AfD, which enjoys particularly strong support in the former East, has led calls for a crackdown on

migration to the country.

Its chancellor candidate Alice Weidel and co-leader Tino Chrupalla issued a statement on Saturday

condemning the attack.

"The terrible attack on the Christmas market in Magdeburg in the middle of the peaceful pre-Christmas

period has shaken us," they said.

The Reuters Daily Briefing newsletter provides all the news you need to start your day. Sign up here.

Additional reporting by Andreas Rinke in Berlin and Pesha Magid in Riyadh; Editing by Alexandra Hudson and Hugh

Lawson

Our Standards: The Thomson Reuters Trust Principles.

Thomas Escritt
Thomson Reuters

Berlin correspondent who has investigated anti-vaxxers and COVID treatment practices, reported on

refugee camps and covered warlords' trials in The Hague. Earlier, he covered Eastern Europe for the

Financial Times. He speaks Hungarian, German, French and Dutch.

 

Summary Companies

Death toll rises to five, more than 200 injured

Suspect arrested, identified as Saudi doctor

Minister said suspect Islamophobic, makes no comment on motive
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German Christmas market attack kills
five, injures 200
By Thomas Escritt and Rachel More

December 21, 2024 10:56 AM EST · Updated a min ago

Exclusive news, data and analytics for financial market professionals

World Business Markets Sustainability Legal Breakingviews Technology Investigations More My News Sign In Subscribe

Report this ad

Fe
ed
ba
ck

https://www.reuters.com/
https://www.reuters.com/sitemap/authors/
https://www.reuters.com/sitemap/topics/
https://www.reuters.com/archive/
https://www.reuters.com/sitemap/
https://www.reuters.com/world/
https://www.reuters.com/business/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/
https://www.reuters.com/breakingviews/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/
https://www.reuters.com/sports/
https://www.reuters.com/science/
https://www.reuters.com/lifestyle/
https://www.reuters.com/video/
https://www.reuters.com/pictures/
https://www.reuters.com/graphics/
https://www.reuters.com/podcasts/
https://www.reutersprofessional.com/reuters-plus-studio/p/1
https://www.reutersprofessional.com/advertise-with-us/p/1
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/careers.html
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=reuters&utm_campaign=site-referral&utm_content=us&utm_term=0
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/brand-attribution-guidelines/
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/reuters-and-ai/
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/about/leadership-team/
https://www.reuters.com/fact-check/
https://www.reuters.com/graphics/DIVERSITY-REPORT/2024/xmpjbgdrapr/
https://apps.apple.com/app/reuters-news/id602660809
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.thomsonreuters.reuters
https://reuters.com/newsletters/
https://x.com/reuters
https://www.facebook.com/Reuters
https://www.instagram.com/Reuters
https://www.youtube.com/user/ReutersVideo
https://www.linkedin.com/company/10256858/
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/services/advertising-solutions/
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/advertising-guidelines/
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/licensereuterscontent/?utm_medium=rcom-footer&utm_campaign=rcom-rcp-lead
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/privacy-statement.html#cookies
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/terms-of-use/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/privacy-statement.html
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/policies/digital-accessibility-policy.html
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/contact-us/
https://trdigital.iad1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8kte8gArGyCGVhz
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/disclaimer/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/policies/copyright.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/pope-francis-lead-sunday-prayers-residence-due-heavy-cold-2024-12-21/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/pope-francis-lead-sunday-prayers-residence-due-heavy-cold-2024-12-21/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/more-than-20-dead-bus-truck-collision-brazil-2024-12-21/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/more-than-20-dead-bus-truck-collision-brazil-2024-12-21/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/death-toll-german-christmas-market-car-ramming-rises-four-bild-reports-2024-12-21/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/death-toll-german-christmas-market-car-ramming-rises-four-bild-reports-2024-12-21/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/cybersecurity/us-judge-finds-israels-nso-group-liable-hacking-whatsapp-lawsuit-2024-12-21/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/cybersecurity/us-judge-finds-israels-nso-group-liable-hacking-whatsapp-lawsuit-2024-12-21/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/earthquake-magnitude-62-strikes-vanuatu-islands-gfz-says-2024-12-21/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/earthquake-magnitude-62-strikes-vanuatu-islands-gfz-says-2024-12-21/
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/licensereuterscontent/?utm_medium=rcom-article-media&utm_campaign=rcom-rcp-lead
https://www.reuters.com/newsletters/daily-briefing/?location=article-paragraph
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/licensereuterscontent/?utm_medium=rcom-article-media&utm_campaign=rcom-rcp-lead
https://www.reuters.com/authors/thomas-escritt/
https://www.reuters.com/authors/thomas-escritt/
mailto:thomas.escritt@thomsonreuters.com
https://x.com/tomescritt
https://www.linkedin.com/in/thomasescritt/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/thomasescritt
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/germanys-election-polls-parties-policy-debates-2024-12-10/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/german-far-right-afd-leader-is-chinese-speaking-lesbian-economist-2024-12-07/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/about-us/trust-principles.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/human-rights/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eight-convicted-france-over-murder-teacher-who-showed-prophet-caricature-2024-12-21/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eight-convicted-france-over-murder-teacher-who-showed-prophet-caricature-2024-12-21/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russias-kazan-airport-temporarily-halts-operations-aviation-watchdog-says-2024-12-21/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russias-kazan-airport-temporarily-halts-operations-aviation-watchdog-says-2024-12-21/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/albania-bans-tiktok-year-after-killing-teenager-2024-12-21/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/albania-bans-tiktok-year-after-killing-teenager-2024-12-21/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/migrant-kidnapping-verdict-looms-italian-deputy-pm-salvini-2024-12-19/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/migrant-kidnapping-verdict-looms-italian-deputy-pm-salvini-2024-12-19/
https://www.reuters.com/video/
https://legal.thomsonreuters.com/en/products/westlaw
https://tax.thomsonreuters.com/en/onesource
https://tax.thomsonreuters.com/en/checkpoint
https://www.lseg.com/en/data-analytics/products/workspace?utm_source=reuters.com&utm_medium=footer&utm_campaign=Reuters_ProductPage_Links
https://www.lseg.com/en/data-analytics/financial-data/?utm_source=reuters.com&utm_medium=footer&utm_campaign=Reuters_DataCatalogPage_Links
https://www.lseg.com/en/risk-intelligence/screening-solutions/world-check-kyc-screening?utm_source=reuters.com&utm_medium=footer&utm_campaign=Reuters_ProductPage_Links
https://www.reuters.com/authors/thomas-escritt/
https://www.reuters.com/authors/rachel-more/
https://www.reuters.com/differentiator/
https://www.reuters.com/
https://www.reuters.com/account/sign-in/?redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fworld%2Feurope%2Fdeath-toll-german-christmas-market-car-ramming-rises-four-bild-reports-2024-12-21%2F
https://www.reuters.com/account/subscribe/offer/?redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fworld%2Feurope%2Fdeath-toll-german-christmas-market-car-ramming-rises-four-bild-reports-2024-12-21%2F&referrer=subscription_button&journeyStart=navigation
https://www.reuters.com/world/
https://www.reuters.com/business/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/
https://www.reuters.com/breakingviews/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/

