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Winter weather warning: 3 storms
forecast to dump snow on 40 states
this week. Here’s where they’re hitting
Back-to-back winter storms are predicted to affect 29 million Americans across
the country. Here’s the latest from the National Weather Service.
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BY  JENNIFER MAT TSON 1  M I N U T E  R E A D

The National Weather Service has issued a winter storm watch from

Tuesday morning until Wednesday morning, as back-to-back winter storms

are predicted to affect much of the nation this week.

A total of three winter storms will bring snow, ice, and rain to more than 40

states, with 29 million Americans facing a winter alert in the Central Plains,

the Midwest, the Ohio Valley, and the Mid-Atlantic regions.

Winter Storm Harlow is expected to bring ice and snow Tuesday morning

into Wednesday to the Ohio Valley, spreading east to the Mid-Atlantic,

according to the Weather Channel.

This first storm will start in the Central Plains and bring rain and ice to

Oklahoma and Arkansas and moderate snow from Kentucky to Maryland,

per NBC News. The Mid-Atlantic (which includes Washington, D.C.,

Maryland, and several contiguous states) may get 3 to 6 inches of snow,

Philadelphia may get 2 to 3 inches, and New York City around an inch.
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you daily
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Winter Storm Iliana is forecast to bring an even-more wintery mix from

Wednesday into Thursday to the Plains and Midwest including Denver,

Kansas City, and Oklahoma City, and across the Northeast on Thursday,

according to the Weather Channel.

This second storm should bring light snow to Colorado, then moderate to

heavy snow from Kansas to Michigan, with the heaviest snowfall predicted

for Chicago: “anywhere between 4 and 8 inches of snow,” NBC Chicago

meteorologist Alicia Roman said. The storm will then travel north, exiting

to Canada, and along the way, bring snow to Boston and the rest of New

England, and turning to rain down the coast to Raleigh, North Carolina, per

NBC News.

Both storms combined are expected to result in large snow totals, and could

cause flooding in the South, according to ABC News.

A third storm is set to impact California later in the week, bringing heavy

rains and high-elevation snows, possibly resulting in flash flooding, with

the threat of mudslides “across the burn scars of Southern California” on

Thursday, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration (NOAA).
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“We’re already seeing real upticks

in solar and hydrogen employment

by intentionally creating pipeline

programs for our students to

connect to these new careers,” says

Hilary Doe, Michigan’s chief

growth officer with the MEDC.

“You’d be surprised by the reaction

I get when folks hear that Michigan

is the number-one state for

hydrogen investments or we’re the

number-one state for Inflation

Reduction Act-backed clean energy

projects. If you are a young person

who wants to do purpose-driven

work and fight the climate crisis,

you should come to Michigan.”

To keep the workforce flowing, the MEDC relies on its signature Talent Action

Team program, which streamlines the path from educational institutions to the

job market. In the past year, the MEDC has issued more than $30 million in

higher-education grants and connected and trained more than 2,600 people for

well-paying, high-tech roles with major Michigan employers. 

LuxWall manufactures high-

performance windows that can be

easily fitted into existing frames.

Vacuum-sealed and double-paned,

they can retain heat four times

more effectively than single-paned

windows. The company recently

opened a manufacturing plant in

Detroit’s Delray neighborhood,

bringing nearly 300 high-paying

jobs to an area desperate for new

investment. Thomsen says the

robust training programs provided

by groups like Michigan Works and

LIFT Technology also set Michigan

apart. “Our goal for the new plant

is to hire 50% of workers who have

a Detroit zip code,” he says. “The

quality of workers in Michigan is

something that isn’t talked about

enough.” 

Michigan’s clean energy efforts are an increasingly vital part of the state’s

economy; such efforts factored into energy-efficient window manufacturer

LuxWall’s decision when choosing its new headquarters. The company considered

seven Midwest states before deciding on Ypsilanti, Michigan, citing factors such as

R&D potential, tax and other financial credits, weather resilience, and resource

availability. “We use—and try to reuse—quite a bit of water for our process, but

some places didn’t have the infrastructure to handle the daily discharge,” says

LuxWall CEO Scott Thomsen. “But for us, the most important factor is grid

resilience because we use a tremendous amount of power to run our glass ovens.” 

—SCOTT THOMSEN. CEO, LuxWall

“Our goal for the 
new plant is to hire
50% of workers who
have a Detroit zip
code. The quality of
workers in Michigan
is something that
isn’t talked about
enough.”

64% of executives 

want access to critical
natural resources

64%

71% of executives 
want climate-planning
resources

71%

Climate change is rapidly becoming a front-and-center issue in the corporate
sector. In a survey of 300 senior executives conducted by MIT Technology Review
Insights in conjunction with the Michigan Economic Development Corporation
(MEDC), 100% of respondents said climate change was a current factor in their
decision-making. Meanwhile, 71% of executives highlighted the availability of
climate-planning resources as among their top criteria in determining a new site
for their business, while 64% also cited the importance of a location’s access to
critical natural resources. 

A CLEAN FUTURE IS A BRIGHT FUTURE

“A lot of these projects languished for far too long, making it hard for businesses
to be confident that their investments were going to move forward,” Cook says. “It
was [difficult] for our energy planners and utilities companies to know they could
build the cheapest, most affordable energy option for all Michiganders.”

The Clean Energy & Jobs Act is a multifaceted set of bills, and one of its notable

pieces is a concerted effort to ease the approval of permits required to undertake

large-scale energy projects. The state has implemented a process to ensure that

projects such as 50- to 100-megawatt solar farms can be built. Kara Cook,

Michigan’s first-ever chief climate officer, says the state introduced a 90-day

“shot clock” for local governments to provide appropriate input, an expedited

time frame designed to keep things moving.  

“A lot of these projects languished for far too long, making it hard for businesses

to be confident that their investments were going to move forward,” Cook says.

“It was [difficult] for our energy planners and utilities companies to know they

could build the cheapest, most affordable energy option for all Michiganders.”

The centerpiece of the Clean Energy
& Jobs Act is Governor Whitmer’s
2040 goal of having Michigan’s
energy production entirely
generated by clean sources. It’s an
ambitious vision, but one the state
is well prepared for. Michigan has
America’s fastest-growing clean
energy job sector, growing at twice
the national employment growth
rate. Clean energy’s economic role
in the region is vital: the industry
added more than 4% of jobs in 2023,
growing four times faster than
Michigan’s overall economy. 

When it comes to issues surrounding climate change, people often fall into two

camps: the doomers and the gloomers. In Michigan, however, leaders are

working diligently to create a third pathway: optimists. In 2023, Governor

Gretchen Whitmer signed the Clean Energy & Jobs Act, a bipartisan legislative

package designed to keep Michigan at the forefront of new clean energy

technology by lowering utility costs, creating more than 160,000 jobs, and

securing nearly $8 billion in federal funds for clean energy projects. It’s a grand

vision to make Michigan a state that not only reduces the impact of climate

change on people but also offers robust business opportunities for companies

combating the climate crisis.
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BOASTING THE NATION’S FASTEST-GROWING CLEAN ENERGY JOB SECTOR, THE GREAT LAKES

STATE IS AIMING TO ELIMINATE FOSSIL FUEL CONSUMPTION BY 2040

Why clean energy is playing a
vital role in Michigan’s economy
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