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Power outage hits Spain and Portugal:
What happened and what was affected?
A blackout paralysed large parts of Spain and Portugal on Monday.
Here is what we know.

EXPLAINER

Historic power outage cripples Spain and Portugal
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Major power outages across large areas of Spain and Portugal, as well as parts of south-
ern France, knocked out traffic lights and disrupted public transportation and airport
operations on Monday.

Officials did not say what caused the outages, but several denied any foul play.

RECOMMENDED STORIES

“Grid operators in both countries [Spain and Portugal] are working on finding the
cause, and on restoring the electricity supply,” the president of the European Council,
Antonio Costa, wrote in a post on X.

Costa was the prime minister of Portugal between 2015 and 2024.

“At this point, there are no indications of any cyberattack,” he said.

Here is what we know:

What happened in Europe and when?
Power outages swept across much of the Iberian Peninsula around 10:30 GMT —
12:30pm local time in Spain, and 11:30am in Portugal.

Parts of southern France were also briefly affected, but the service was quickly
restored.

Critical infrastructure was heavily impacted: Metro systems in Madrid, Barcelona, and
Lisbon were shut down, while major airports such as Madrid-Barajas and Lisbon’s
Humberto Delgado faced significant delays and partial closures.

According to Spanish newspaper El Pais, the outage “set Spain back to the 19th centu-
ry”.

“Trains are not operating and traffic lights are down, causing chaos. Many cities are
completely dark,” Al Jazeera’s Step Vaessen said, reporting from Valencia Airport in
Spain.

“Authorities have stated that it is the first time in history such a large-scale blackout
has occurred,” she added.
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Translation: Real-time electricity demand. Data from Red Electrica. This is how
things are now, seven hours after the blackout: slow recovery, but still far from nor-
mal.

The graph shows that electricity use dropped from about 26,000 megawatts to just
12,000 in a few minutes.

Where did the outage happen?
Spain and Portugal, home to around 60 million people together, were the worst affect-
ed.

Spain: Major urban centres such as Avila, Madrid, Murcia, Galicia, Alicante,
Zaragoza, Barcelona and Seville reported widespread disruptions. The Canaries
and Balearic Islands were not affected.

 Portugal: Lisbon and Porto experienced comparable challenges.

Southern France: Parts of the French Basque Country saw brief power outages.
But officials from the French electricity transmission network said the
interruptions lasted only a few minutes.

Morocco: Some reports suggested that internet providers in Morocco also
struggled to keep their services up, briefly, because of network connections with
France and the outages there.

People queue at a bus stop at Rossio Square, after the Lisbon subway was stopped, in Lisbon, Portugal [Patricia De Melo
Moreira/AFP]

What else was affected?
The Madrid Open tennis tournament was suspended for the day. Organisers said there
would be no more action on Monday “in order to guarantee general safety”.

Madrid’s firefighters carried out more than 200 “elevator interventions” across the city
while health services carried out 167 interventions, most for respiratory issues and anx-
iety attacks.

Meanwhile in Lisbon, according to local media reports, people rushed to grocery stores
to stock up on water and non-perishable goods.

What caused the power outage?
Portugal’s Prime Minister Luis Montenegro said that everything points to the major
blackout starting in Spain.

The exact cause is still unclear, and while there’s no evidence yet of a cyberattack,
Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez said he isn’t ruling anything out. He warned
against speculation, but said “no cause can be discredited at this point”.

The European Union Agency for Cybersecurity (ENISA), the bloc’s cyber security arm,
said at current evidence points to a cable fault.

But experts have also in recent weeks warned that an excess of solar power generation
in the grid could trigger blackouts. In early April, Belgium’s electricity grid operator
cautioned that too much electricity generation could destabilise the grid.

According to a report by Bloomberg, Spain has seen a record number of hours with
negative power prices in recent months as more solar and wind energy has been fed
into the grid. However, until now, the oversupply hadn’t led to blackouts.

What is the latest on the ground?
Electricity has returned to parts of northern, southern and western Spain, the grid op-
erator said on Monday.

Spain’s Transportation Minister Oscar Puente said medium- and long-distance train
services are unlikely to resume before tomorrow. Meanwhile, Red Electrica has esti-
mated that full restoration could take between six to 10 hours.

Power has now been restored in parts of Catalonia, Aragon, the Basque Country, Gali-
cia, Asturias, Navarre, Castile and Leon, Extremadura, Andalusia, and La Rioja, ac-
cording to authorities.

According to Spanish news agency EFE, electricity consumption in Spain had reached
over 50 percent of the usual level by 4:30pm local time (18:30 GMT).

Portugal’s grid operator, REN, said that production has resumed at the Castelo do
Bode hydroelectric plant and the Tapada do Outeiro thermoelectric facility.

With these stations back online, energy consumption is gradually recovering across
Portugal, starting in areas near the plants and extending outward, REN said.

Spain, Portugal hit by massive power outage, leaving residents scrambling

Advertisement

Get real-time breaking news alerts and stay up-to-date with the most important headlines from around
the globe.

E-mail address Subscribe

By signing up, you agree to our Privacy Policy

Sign up for Al Jazeera
Breaking News Alert

protected by reCAPTCHA

Advertisement

Advertisement

All New Volkwasgen Bus

The popular volkswagen bus is back with
a vengeance

FAQInsider.com Open

Trending Canada Election War on Gaza Donald Trump Russia-Ukraine War

LIVENews Middle East Explained Opinion Sport Video More Sign up

Enrich your Al Jazeera experience by signing
in or creating an account.

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/
https://www.aljazeera.com/tag/energy/
https://www.aljazeera.com/author/al_jazeera_staff_150119130629458
https://play.headliner.app/episode/26020894?utm_source=DiscoWidget&utm_medium=CPC&utm_campaign=WI_cktj3ghn6000012oldnw5chzg_DV_cl1w8nhac00000xrz2nhhgw1j&utm_content=Result1&dtm_source=DiscoWidget&dtm_medium=CPC&dtm_campaign=WI_cktj3ghn6000012oldnw5chzg_DV_cl1w8nhac00000xrz2nhhgw1j&dtm_content=Result1&sourceWidgetId=WI_cktj3ghn6000012oldnw5chzg
https://aj.audio/TheTakePodcast
https://play.headliner.app/episode/26861820?utm_source=DiscoWidget&utm_medium=CPC&utm_campaign=WI_cktj3ghn6000012oldnw5chzg_DV_cl1w8nhac00000xrz2nhhgw1j&utm_content=Result3&dtm_source=DiscoWidget&dtm_medium=CPC&dtm_campaign=WI_cktj3ghn6000012oldnw5chzg_DV_cl1w8nhac00000xrz2nhhgw1j&dtm_content=Result3&sourceWidgetId=WI_cktj3ghn6000012oldnw5chzg
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/4/29/what-we-know-about-power-outage-in-spain-portugal
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/4/29/spain-and-portugal-plugged-back-in-following-unexplained-power-outage
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/4/27/fires-continue-to-burn-as-iran-probes-deadly-explosion-at-key-port
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/4/26/dr-congo-rwanda-agree-to-draft-peace-deal-by-may-2
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/4/29/tearing-down-what-drives-trumps-foreign-policy
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/4/29/mark-carneys-liberals-will-form-minority-government-cbc-projects
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/4/29/at-least-three-killed-in-sweden-shooting-police
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/4/29/at-least-22-people-killed-in-restaurant-fire-in-northeast-china
https://www.aljazeera.com/sports/liveblog/2025/4/29/live-arsenal-vs-psg-champions-league-semifinal
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2025/4/29/trump-news-live-us-president-to-mark-first-100-days-with-rally-in-michigan
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/4/29/canada-election-results-who-are-the-key-winners-and-losers
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2025/4/29/live-icj-begins-hearings-on-israels-obligations-in-gaza-west-bank
https://www.facebook.com/aljazeera
https://twitter.com/ajenglish
https://www.youtube.com/aljazeeraenglish
https://www.instagram.com/aljazeeraenglish/?hl=en
https://www.aljazeera.com/xml/rss/all.xml
https://www.aljazeera.com/about-us
https://www.aljazeera.com/code-of-ethics/
https://www.aljazeera.com/terms-and-conditions/
https://www.aljazeera.com/eu-eea-regulatory/
https://privacy.aljazeera.net/
https://privacy.aljazeera.net/cookie/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/4/28/power-outage-hits-spain-and-portugal-what-happened-and-what-was-affected#cookiesPreferences
https://www.aljazeera.com/sitemap
https://careers.aljazeera.net/
https://network.aljazeera.net/en/contact?tid=6
https://www.aljazeera.com/user-accounts-help
https://commercial.aljazeera.net/
https://www.aljazeera.com/stay-connected
https://www.aljazeera.com/newsletters
https://sat.aljazeera.net/en
https://www.aljazeera.com/schedule/
https://www.aljazeera.com/podcasts/
https://webapps.aljazeera.net/aje/tips/
http://aljazeera.net/
https://www.aljazeera.com/
https://www.ajiunit.com/
https://www.aljazeeramubasher.net/
http://doc.aljazeera.net/
http://balkans.aljazeera.net/
http://ajplus.net/
http://studies.aljazeera.net/en/
http://training.aljazeera.net/
http://learning.aljazeera.net/
http://liberties.aljazeera.com/en
http://forum.aljazeera.net/
https://hotels.aljazeera.net/en
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2025/4/28/live-spain-and-portugal-hit-by-huge-power-outage-cause-unknown
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/4/28/spain-portugal-and-southwestern-france-hit-by-massive-power-blackout
https://x.com/eucopresident/status/1916859055546544517
https://english.elpais.com/international/2025-04-28/massive-power-outages-cause-blackouts-in-spain-and-portugal.html
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2025/04/194736/orange-maroc-internet-service-severely-disrupted-by-iberian-power-outage/
https://x.com/EmergenciasMad/status/1916897447030272130
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-04-28/most-of-spain-hit-by-electricity-outage-for-unknown-reason?srnd=homepage-europe
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/4/28/spain-portugal-and-southwestern-france-hit-by-massive-power-blackout
https://privacy.aljazeera.net/
https://www.aljazeera.com/
https://www.aljazeera.com/live
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/
https://www.aljazeera.com/middle-east/
https://www.aljazeera.com/tag/explainer/
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinion/
https://www.aljazeera.com/sports/
https://www.aljazeera.com/videos/

