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UN Expert: Israel Has “Decimated” Gaza Health System,
Leaving “Zero” Options
“The options for health care — especially emergency care — for the people of Gaza are reduced to zero,” the expert said.

By Sharon Zhang , TRUTHOUT

April 17, 2025

A woman stands amid the rubble in the aftermath of an Israeli strike on the Al-Ahli hospital, also known as the Baptist or Ahli Arab hospital, in Gaza City on April 13, 2025.
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Truthout is an indispensable resource for activists, movement leaders and
workers everywhere. Please make this work possible with a quick donation.

srael’s assault on Gaza health facilities and workers has completely
“decimated” the health care system and has left Palestinians with “zero”
options for care, a UN expert has warned.

Earlier this week, Israel struck Al-Ahli Hospital, rendering it inoperational
and forcing all of its patients to evacuate. The horrific attack killed a child
who died due to a lack of oxygen and worsened wounds for patients forced to
leave. Israel had ordered an evacuation of the hospital but left extremely little
time between the warning and the strike, witnesses said.

Al-Ahli was the last operational hospital in northern Gaza, with the region’s
hospitals now shuttered after Israel’s relentless attacks and raids over the
course of the genocide.

UN Special Rapporteur on the right to health, Tlaleng Mofokeng, said in a
statement on Thursday that the attack has made “the provision of health
services even more impossible in a system that has already been brought to its
knees.”

“With this latest attack on the health system, the options for health care —
especially emergency care — for the people of Gaza are reduced to zero, and
Israel continues to operate with impunity,” said Mofokeng. “The health care
system has been decimated.”

RELATED STORY

NEWS |  HUMAN RIGHTS

Israel Executed Paramedics in Gaza With
Gunshots to the Head, Autopsies Show
The autopsies also found evidence that medics were shot with bullets that
explode on impact, shredding their victims.

By Sharon Zhang , TRUTHOUT

According to the World Health Organization, as of mid-March, Israel has
launched at least 670 attacks on health care in Gaza, including attacks on
hospitals, health workers and ambulances. Such attacks have killed at least
886 people, WHO reports.

Mofokeng has called for Israel to allow humanitarian aid, including crucial
medicines, into the Strip, and to stop its attacks on health care, in accordance
with international law.

WHO warned this week that all medical supplies are “desperately low” in
Gaza, with health care workers forced to give treatments with little to no
supplies, while a UN human rights official warned that “mass casualty events
are now the norm.”

Meanwhile, the UN has reported that Israel’s total aid blockade over the past
six weeks is now driving “what is likely the worst humanitarian crisis in the
Gaza Strip” since the beginning of the genocide.

The heads of 12 humanitarian groups operating in Gaza, including major
international groups like Save the Children and Oxfam, put out an urgent
plea on Thursday for Israel to allow humanitarian aid to flow into Gaza again.

“This is one of the worst humanitarian failures of our generation. Every single
person in Gaza is relying on humanitarian aid to survive,” the groups said.
“Survival itself is now slipping out of reach and the humanitarian system is at
breaking point.”

ANGRY, SHOCKED, OVERWHELMED? TAKE ACTION: SUPPORT
INDEPENDENT MEDIA.

We’ve borne witness to a chaotic first few months in Trump’s
presidency.

Over the last months, each executive order has delivered shock and
bewilderment — a core part of a strategy to make the right-wing turn
feel inevitable and overwhelming. But, as organizer Sandra Avalos
implored us to remember in Truthout last November, “Together, we
are more powerful than Trump.”

Indeed, the Trump administration is pushing through executive
orders, but — as we’ve reported at Truthout — many are in legal
limbo and face court challenges from unions and civil rights groups.
Efforts to quash anti-racist teaching and DEI programs are stalled by
education faculty, staff, and students refusing to comply. And
communities across the country are coming together to raise the
alarm on ICE raids, inform neighbors of their civil rights, and protect
each other in moving shows of solidarity.

It will be a long fight ahead. And as nonprofit movement media,
Truthout plans to be there documenting and uplifting resistance.

As we undertake this life-sustaining work, we appeal for your
support. We have 3 days left in our fundraiser: Please, if you find
value in what we do, join our community of sustainers by making a
monthly or one-time gift.

This article is licensed under Creative Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0), and you are
free to share and republish under the terms of the license.
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My Father Is a Doctor in Gaza. Israel’s War on
Hospitals Has Been Agonizing.
Gaza doctors have been forced to watch as patients die due to Israel’s attacks on
hospitals and the ongoing blockade.

By Ghada Abu Muaileq , TRUTHOUT
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Appalled at Funding Genocide, Over 2,000 US
Taxpayers Turn to the UN for Redress
With no recourse in US courts or Congress, the Taxpayers Against Genocide movement
pivots to UN Human Rights Council.

By Marjorie Cohn , TRUTHOUT
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Israeli Minister Vows Permanent Occupation of
Buffer Zone Spanning Half of Gaza
The defense minister also pledged to continue the total aid blockade, as humanitarians
warn Gaza is now a “mass grave.”

By Sharon Zhang , TRUTHOUT
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This Easter, Let’s Denounce the Christian Zionism
That Helps Destroy Palestine
Christian Zionism turns Palestine and its people into an abstract idea disconnected
from its real existence.

By Qassam Muaddi , MONDOWEISS
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Safety Is a Practice We Enact Together: Building
Solidarity Under Trump 2.0
As authoritarian forces try to fracture our communities, we must remember that our
collective survival is intertwined.

By Toby Beauchamp , A. Naomi Paik , Damian Vergara Bracamontes , TRUTHOUT
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Mahmoud Khalil Writes From Prison: “Democracy
for Some Is No Democracy at All”
“I lie sleepless … in Jena, Louisiana, far from my wife, Noor, who will give birth to our
baby in two weeks,” he wrote.

By Sharon Zhang , TRUTHOUT
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Jewish Demonstrators Hold “Emergency Passover
Seder” Outside NYC’s ICE Offices
Thousands of demonstrators spoke out against Israel’s genocide in Gaza and the US's
detention of student activists.
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Jewish Organizations Are Fighting Back Against
Khalil Deportation
As the Trump administration weaponizes accusations of antisemitism to justify
repression, the Jewish left is rising up.

By Shane Burley , TRUTHOUT
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“We Can Only Survive This Together” — Refusing
Trump’s Campus Repression
“What we're seeing is one of the oldest tricks in the authoritarian handbook,” says
Palestinian scholar Eman Abdelhadi.
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Human Rights Defenders Sue Trump
Administration Over Sanctions on ICC Prosecutor
The suit argues it is unconstitutional for Trump to block humanitarian groups in the US
from working with the ICC.

By Julia Conley , COMMON DREAMS
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UN Chief Says Israel Has Made Gaza Into “a Killing
Field”
“Gaza is a killing field — and civilians are in an endless death loop,” said UN Secretary-
General António Guterres.

By Sharon Zhang , TRUTHOUT
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Israel Now Occupying Over Half of Gaza After
Expanding Bulldozed Buffer Zone
One soldier said they’re directed to make the buffer zone look like the aftermath of the
atomic bombing of Hiroshima.

By Sharon Zhang , TRUTHOUT
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Trump Administration’s Food Aid Cuts “a Death
Sentence for Millions,” WFP Says
Termination notices said that the contracts were being canceled “for the convenience of
the US Government.”

By Sharon Zhang , TRUTHOUT
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