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Texas 'ooding: What happened, what went
wrong and what’s the death toll?
More than 80 people are killed in the flash floods. Camp Mystic, a
camp for girls, is among the worst hit sites.

EXPLAINER

Members of a rescue team look for missing people on the Guadalupe River on July 6, 2025. [Ronaldo Schemidt/AFP]

By Sarah Shamim
| Updated: 40 minutes ago7 Jul 2025

SOURCE: AL JAZEERA

Leverage TradeStation's platform designed for
self-directed traders.
TradeStation

Leverage a powerful platform designed for self-
directed traders.
TradeStation

Don't Pay For New Gutters.
Get This 3-In-1 System
Instead. Learn More
Gutter Systems US

7 Wealth Tips for a
$1,000,000 Portfolio
Fisher Investments

Middle East Crisis = $100
Oil? How to Play the Price
Surge.
Wealthy Retirement (FE)

ADVERTISEMENT
This content is created and paid for by advertisers and does not involve Al Jazeera journalists.

LISTEN TO THESE PODCASTS

From: The Take

While the world watched Iran and Israel, what
happened in Gaza?
As global attention turned to Israel and Iran, violence against Palestinians
continued. In Gaza, people are still being bo...

From: The Take

Why is drought-hit Brazil saying yes to AI data
centers?
When AI data centers come to town, companies promise jobs and
opportunity. In one drought-stricken community in Brazil, re...

From: The Inside Story Podcast

What are the implications of the US bombing Iran's
major nuclear si...
Donald Trump says the US bombing attacks he ordered have totally
obliterated Iran's key nuclear sites. And he's threatenin...

RELATED

Trump faces scrutiny over climate funding cuts amid Texas
Yoods

President Trump’s cuts to climate change research come under more
scrutiny after deadly Texas Qoods.

7 Jul 2025

Search for missing Texas children continues as toll from
Yoods rises to 67

Authorities in US state face questions about whether they issued
proper warnings before rain-fuelled Qooding.

5 Jul 2025

Two dozen girl campers missing in Texas Yash Yoods, 27
people killed

Months worth of heavy rain fell in a matter of hours on central Texas
region on the banks of the Guadalupe River.

4 Jul 2025

China’s north and west on red alert for heavy rains after dead-
ly Yoods

Weather warnings come as Vice Premier Zhang Guoqing urges oV-
cials in Hebei province to up their evacuation efforts.

3 Jul 2025

Costco Shoppers Say
This Gadget Actually
Works…
NanoSparkle

The AI Stocks to Watch
in April - Navigating
Tariffs and Turbulence
AI Investing Pulse

You're Not Crazy, Prices
Are Rising. Here's How
To Fight Inflation
The Penny Hoarder

13 Things The U.S.
Plans To Do For
Seniors On SS in 2025
Smart Lifestyle Trends

12 Overlooked Dividend
Stocks That Have Hiked
Their Payouts Every
Year
Wealthy Retirement

ADVERTISEMENT
This content is created and paid for by advertisers
and does not involve Al Jazeera journalists.

AL JAZEERA PODCASTS

Al Jazeera News Updates

Kenya anti-
government
protests, Trump
threatens BRICS…
with additional
tariffs

S TA R T  L I S T E N I N G F O L L O W

Advertisement
00:34 03:12

Read More

Flash floods that ravaged Texas over the weekend have killed at least 82 people and left
many others missing in the state in the southern United States.

The deaths and destruction caused by the floods have brought the government’s re-
sponse and warning systems under scrutiny. A warning for flash floods in parts of
Texas remains in place through Monday, and the search for missing people continues.

RECOMMENDED STORIES

Here is more about what happened in Texas and how the government has responded:

What happened and what caused the 'oods in Texas?
While residents were still asleep early on Friday, flash floods hit Texas Hill Country, a
region spanning central and southern Texas. In under two hours, the Guadalupe River
swelled beyond its banks, surging higher than two-storey buildings at about 9
metres (30ft).

Drone footage taken on Saturday showed entire neighbourhoods inundated with high
volumes of water.

Flash floods take place when large volumes of rain pour down rapidly and the ground is
not able to absorb it. Central Texas is called “flash flood alley” because it is especially
susceptible to flooding.

Where were the worst 'oods?
Kerr County was hit the hardest by the floods, which struck on US Independence Day
and the start of a long holiday weekend.

The county, home to more than 52,000 people, sits on the Edwards Plateau in central
Texas. The county is home to parks and outdoor sites as well as cultural hubs, includ-
ing the Museum of Western Art.

(Al Jazeera)

What is Camp Mystic in Texas?
Many girls were killed and others went missing as the floods hit the riverside Camp
Mystic, a private Christian summer camp for girls. The camp is located in the Hunt
community in western Kerr County along the banks of the Guadalupe River about
137km (85 miles) northwest of San Antonio.

Camp Mystic was founded in 1926 by EJ “Doc” Stewart, a University of Texas American
football coach. Since its establishment, the camp has operated every summer except for
three years during World War II when the US government leased the camp to be a re-
covery facility for Army Air Corps veterans.

The camp runs three sessions every summer, offering more than 30 activities, such as
archery, aerobics, basketball, ceramics, kayaking and golf.

When the flood hit, about 750 people were staying at Camp Mystic. At least 23 people
from the camp are missing in the aftermath of the flooding.

How many people have died?
At least 82 people have been killed in the flooding, officials said.

Those include 68 people who died in Kerr County alone, Larry Leitha, its sheriff, told
reporters on Sunday afternoon. Among the dead in Kerr County are 28 children.

Texas officials confirmed that at least 10 more people had died in nearby regions.

Texas Governor Greg Abbott said on Sunday that 41 people across the state were miss-
ing. “You will see the death toll rise today,” Texas Department of Public Safety Director
Freeman Martin said at a news conference.

Al Jazeera’s Heidi Zhou-Castro reported from Washington, DC, that rescue workers
had promised to “not give up until the very last person is found – either alive or their
body is recovered”.

Has the Guadalupe River 'ooded before?
Yes, Kerr County has historically seen flooding from the Guadalupe River.

The river experienced major floods in 1936, 1952, 1972, 1973, 1978, 1987, 1991 and
1997, according to a guide prepared by the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority, a Texas
state agency dedicated to conserving the water resources of the river basin. The guide
was created in collaboration with the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the
leading US agency for disaster response and recovery.

The flooding over the weekend evoked memories of a disaster that occurred in July
1987. That flood began as a storm in Mexico and moved across the border, hitting west-
ern Kerr County and dumping rain into the upper part of the Guadalupe.

The 1987 flood also hit a summer camp, killing 10 teenagers at the Pot O’ Gold Christ-
ian Camp near Comfort, Texas, according to local media.

The National Weather Service (NWS) said the Guadalupe River on Friday surged past
those 1987 levels.

Why is the government’s response being criticised?
President Donald Trump’s Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) made cuts to
the NWS, reducing funding and slashing staff.

The Trump administration has also proposed cuts and modifications to the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), the US government agency that
conducts climate change research. The NWS is part of NOAA.

By early June, the NWS lost nearly 600 employees, who were either laid off or retired.

The Austin/San Antonio office of the NWS is short of six employees, and the nearby
San Angelo office is short of four employees, according to Tom Fahy, the legislative di-
rector for the National Weather Service Employees Organization, a union that repre-
sents government employees, NBC News reported.

Some Democrats have argued that understaffing the NWS makes it hard to tackle
weather disasters such as the flash flooding in Texas.

“I don’t think it’s helpful to have missing key personnel from the National Weather Ser-
vice not in place to help prevent these tragedies,” Joaquin Castro, a Democratic mem-
ber of the US House of Representatives from Texas, told CNN.

What emergency warnings did the government issue?
Despite the cuts, the government did issue a series of flood warnings for Texas. On
Wednesday, the Texas Division of Emergency Management (TDEM) announced there
was a threat of flooding, activating state emergency response resources. Later that af-
ternoon, the Austin/San Antonio office of the NWS posted on X: “Scattered moderate
to heavy showers continue to develop and expand to the Hill Country.”

On Thursday, the TDEM in an X post said western and central Texas continued to face
a flood threat. The NWS said on X: “Pockets of heavy rain are expected and may result
in flooding.”

The NWS also issued a flood watch, which is an alert that weather conditions are
favourable for flooding. “It does not mean flooding will occur, but it is possible,” the
NWS website said.

On Friday, the NWS upgraded the flood watch to a flood warning, which means a flood
is imminent or occurring. At 1:26am (06:26 GMT), the NWS posted on X “flash flood-
ing likely overnight with significant impacts possible”. About 4am (09:00 GMT), the
NWS posted: “A very dangerous flash flooding event is ongoing. … Turn Around, Don’t
Drown!”

An hour later, the San Angelo office of the NWS issued a rare flash flood emergency,
and the Austin/San Antonio office followed suit a short time later.

What has the government said?
The Trump administration has dismissed allegations that understaffing of weather
monitoring agencies was in any way to blame for the crisis, maintaining that the scale
of the floods was unexpected and could not have been predicted.

Trump told reporters: “This is a 100-year catastrophe, and it’s just so horrible to
watch.”

Scientists typically use terms like “100-year flood” or “500-year flood” to refer to a
flood that is of unprecedented intensity compared with historical records, according to
the US Geological Survey.

Trump added that he would visit Texas “probably on Friday”.

When Trump was asked if the meteorologists who had left the NWS because of the
DOGE cuts should be rehired, the president said he “wouldn’t know”, adding, “I would
think not. This was the thing that happened in seconds. Nobody expected it. Nobody
saw it. Very talented people in there and they didn’t see it.”

Speaking at a news conference with Abbott, US Secretary of Homeland Security Kristi
Noem said Trump was using “all the resources at the federal government” for search
and recovery operations.

“For decades, for years, everybody knows that the weather is extremely difficult to pre-
dict, but also the National Weather Service over the years at times has done well and at
times we have all wanted more time and more warnings,” Noem said.

She added that the Trump administration was “upgrading the technology” that the
NWS uses.

What rescue efforts are taking place?
About 17 helicopters were deployed over the weekend to search for missing people. Ad-
ditionally, the Texas National Guard was called up to help with the search operation.

“We continue our 24/7 search & rescue operation until every missing person is found,”
Abbott wrote on X on Sunday.

What is the latest situation on the ground?
An area northeast of Austin to west of San Antonio in Texas Hill Country and along the
Interstate 35 highway corridor remained under threat of flash floods on Monday, the
NWS Austin/San Antonio office wrote in an X post about 3am (08:00 GMT) on Mon-
day.

About the same time, the San Angelo office of the NWS also posted on X saying “latest
indications are that our area is not done with flooding risks yet.”

NWS San Angelo
@NWSSanAngelo · Follow

* Important update at 10 PM: Latest indications are that our 
area is not done with flooding risks yet. Latest model data 
indicates additional showers/storms with heavy rain could 
develop by sunrise over our southeast counties & then 
spread westward Monday morning. #sjtwx #txwx
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In an earlier post a little after midnight (05:00 GMT on Monday), the Austin/San An-
tonio NWS office said it was “difficult to pinpoint exact locations where isolated heav-
ier [rainfall] amounts occur”, adding that any additional rain would lead to flash flood-
ing.

NWS Austin/San Antonio
@NWSSanAntonio · Follow

There remains a threat of flash flooding overnight and 
through the day on Monday somewhere over the Flood 
Watch area. Difficult to pinpoint exact locations where 
isolated heavier amounts occur. Any additional heavy 
rainfall will lead to rapid runoff and flash flooding.

1:23 AM · Jul 7, 2025
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