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O Jeffrey Epstein appears in court in West Palm Beach, Florida, on 30 July 2008. Photograph:
Uma Sanghvi/AP

A US federal judge on Wednesday denied a justice department request to
unseal grand jury transcripts related to a criminal investigation of the late
sex offender and financier Jeffrey Epstein in south Florida from the mid-
2000s.

The move is the first ruling in a series of attempts to release more
information on the case by Donald Trump’s administration, which has been
mired in a scandal in recent weeks, after the justice department announced it
would not be releasing any additional files related to the Epstein case -
despite earlier promises from the president and the the US attorney general,
Pam Bondi.

The justice department’s memo sparked renewed focus on and scrutiny of
Trump’s past ties to Epstein and drew backlash from some Trump supporters
and conservative commentators.
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On Friday, the justice department filed a motion asking the court to unseal ’
the grand jury transcripts related to the federal investigations into Epstein in S
2005 and 2007, according to court documents.

But on Wednesday, US district judge Robin Rosenberg ruled that the
department’s request in Florida did not fall into any of the exceptions to
rules requiring grand jury material be kept secret.

Rosenberg wrote that the court’s “hands are tied” and said the government
had not requested the grand jury’s findings for use in a judicial proceeding,
pointing out that district courts in the US are largely prohibited from
unsealing grand jury testimony except in very narrow circumstances.

“Eleventh circuit law does not permit this court to grant the government’s
request,” Rosenberg wrote. “The court’s hands are tied - a point that the
Government concedes.”

The justice department still has pending requests to unseal transcripts in
Manhattan federal court related to a later indictment brought against
Epstein, who died by suicide in 2019 shortly after his arrest while awaiting
trial, and his former associate Ghislaine Maxwell, who is currently serving a
20-year sentence for sex trafficking.

At this dangerous moment for dissent

I hope you appreciated this article. Before you close this tab, I wanted to
ask if you could support the Guardian at this crucial time for journalism in
the US.

When the military is deployed to quell overwhelmingly peaceful protest,
when elected officials of the opposing party are arrested or handcuffed,
when student activists are jailed and deported, and when a wide range of
civic institutions - non-profits, law firms, universities, news outlets, the
arts, the civil service, scientists - are targeted and penalized by the federal
government, it’s hard to avoid the conclusion that our core freedoms are
disappearing before our eyes - and democracy itself is slipping away.

In any country on the cusp of authoritarianism, the role of the press as an
engine of scrutiny, truth and accountability becomes increasingly critical.
At the Guardian, we see it as our job not only to report on the suppression
of dissenting voices, but to make sure those voices are heard.

Not every news organization sees its mission this way - indeed, some have
been pressured by their corporate and billionaire owners to avoid
antagonizing this government. I am thankful the Guardian is different.

Our only financial obligation is to fund independent journalism in
perpetuity: we have no ultrarich owner, no shareholders, no corporate
bosses with the power to overrule or influence our editorial decisions.
Reader support is what guarantees our survival and safeguards our
independence - and every cent we receive is reinvested in our work.

The Guardian’s global perspective helps contextualize and illuminate what
we are experiencing in this country. That doesn’t mean we have a single
viewpoint, but we do have a shared set of values. Humanity, curiosity and
honesty guide us, and our work is rooted in solidarity with ordinary people
and hope for our shared future.

It has never been more urgent, or more perilous, to pursue reporting in
the US that holds power to account and counters the spread of
misinformation - and at the Guardian we make our journalism free and
accessible to all. Can you spare just 37 seconds now to support our work
and protect the free press?

We value whatever you can spare, but a recurring contribution makes the
most impact, enabling greater investment in our most crucial, fearless
journalism. As our thanks to you, we can offer you some great benefits -
including seeing far fewer fundraising messages like this. We’ve made it
very quick to set up, so we hope you’ll consider it. Thank you.

Betsy Reed
Editor, Guardian US
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