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Fact-checkers from The Washington
Post[1] (top, monthly), the Toronto Star[2]

and CNN[3][4] (bottom, weekly) compiled
data on "false or misleading claims", and
"false claims", respectively. The peaks
corresponded in late 2018 to the midterm
elections, in late 2019 to his impeachment
inquiry, and in late 2020 to the presidential
election. The Post reported 30,573 false or
misleading claims in four years,[1] an
average of more than 20.9 per day.
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Google Trends topic searches for
"Gaslighting" began a substantial
increase in 2016, at the time of
the campaign for the U.S.
presidential election.[169]

Google Trends topic searches for
"Fake news" began a substantial
increase in late 2016, about the
time of the U.S. presidential
election.[170]

Giuliani: [complained about] 'false reporting' on the Russia investigation.
Cuomo: 'Mr. Mayor, false reporting is saying that nobody in the campaign had any contacts with Russia. False reporting is saying that there
has been no suggestion of any kind of collusion between the campaign and any Russians.'
Giuliani: 'You just misstated my position. I never said there was no collusion between the campaign, or between people in the campaign.'
Cuomo: 'Yes, you have.'[200]
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During and between his terms as President of the United States, Donald Trump has
made tens of thousands of false or misleading claims. Fact-checkers at The
Washington Post documented 30,573 false or misleading claims during his first
presidential term, an average of 21 per day.[1][5][6][7] The Toronto Star tallied 5,276
false claims from January 2017 to June 2019, an average of six per day.[2]

Commentators and fact-checkers have described Trump's lying as unprecedented in
American politics,[13] and the consistency of falsehoods as a distinctive part of his
business and political identities.[14] Scholarly analysis of Trump's X posts found
significant evidence of an intent to deceive.[15]

Many news organizations initially resisted describing Trump's falsehoods as lies, but
began to do so by June 2019.[16] The Washington Post said his frequent repetition of
claims he knew to be false amounted to a campaign based on disinformation.[17]

Steve Bannon, Trump's 2016 presidential campaign CEO and chief strategist during
the first seven months of Trump's first presidency, said that the press, rather than
Democrats, was Trump's primary adversary and "the way to deal with them is to
flood the zone with shit."[18][19] In February 2025, a public relations CEO stated that
the "flood the zone" tactic (also known as the firehose of falsehood) was designed to
make sure no single action or event stands out above the rest by having them occur
at a rapid pace, thus preventing the public from keeping up and preventing
controversy or outrage over a specific action or event.[20]

As part of their attempts to overturn the 2020 U.S. presidential election, Trump and
his allies repeatedly falsely claimed there had been massive election fraud and that
Trump had won the election.[7] Their effort was characterized by some as an
implementation of Hitler's "big lie" propaganda technique.[21] In June 2023, a
criminal grand jury indicted Trump on one count of making "false statements and
representations", specifically by hiding subpoenaed classified documents from his
own attorney who was trying to find and return them to the government.[22] In
August 2023, 21 of Trump's falsehoods about the 2020 election were listed in his
Washington, D.C. criminal indictment,[23] and 27 were listed in his Georgia criminal
indictment.[24] It has been suggested that Trump's false statements amount to
bullshit rather than lies.[25][26][27]

Veracity and politics
Further information: Rhetoric of Donald Trump and Post-truth politics

Many academics and observers who study the American political scene have
called Trump unique or highly unusual in his lying and its effect on political
discourse. "It has long been a truism that politicians lie," wrote Carole McGranahan
for the American Ethnologist in 2017, but "Donald Trump is different". He is the
most "accomplished and effective liar" to have ever participated in American
politics; moreover, his lying has reshaped public discourse so that "the frequency,
degree, and impact of lying in politics are now unprecedented".[9]

Historian Douglas Brinkley stated that U.S. presidents have occasionally "lied or
misled the country," but none were a "serial liar" like Trump.[28] Donnel Stern,
writing in Psychoanalytic Dialogues in 2019, declared: "We expect politicians to
stretch the truth. But Trump is a whole different animal," because Trump "lies as a policy", and "will say anything" to satisfy his
supporters or himself.[29]

Heidi Taksdal Skjeseth, writing for the Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism in 2017, described how lies have "always
been an integral part of politics". However, Trump was "delivering untruths on an unprecedented scale", during his campaign and
presidency. Skjeseth commented that no one in French politics was comparable to Trump in his provision of falsehoods.[10]

Jeremy Adam Smith wrote that "lying is a feature, not a bug, of Trump's campaign and presidency."[30] Thomas B. Edsall wrote
"Donald Trump can lay claim to the title of most prodigious liar in the history of the presidency."[30] George C. Edwards III wrote:
"Donald Trump tells more untruths than any previous president. There is no one that is a close second."[30]

Repetition
Trump is conscious of the value of repetition to get his lies believed. He demonstrated this knowledge when he instructed
Stephanie Grisham, his White House press secretary, to use his method of lying: "As long as you keep repeating something, it
doesn't matter what you say."[31]

Trump effectively uses the Big lie technique's method of repetition to exploit the illusory truth effect, a tendency to believe false
information to be correct after repeated exposure.[32] Research has studied Trump's use of the effect.

New research published in Public Opinion Quarterly reveals a correlation between the number of times President
Donald Trump repeated falsehoods during his presidency and misperceptions among Republicans, and that the
repetition effect was stronger on the beliefs of people who consume information primarily from right-leaning news
outlets.[33]

The Washington Post fact-checker created a new category of falsehoods in 2018, the "Bottomless Pinocchio," for falsehoods
repeated at least twenty times (so often "that there can be no question the politician is aware his or her facts are wrong"). Trump
was the only politician who met the standard of the category, with 14 statements that immediately qualified. According to the Post
Trump repeated some falsehoods so many times he had effectively engaged in disinformation.[17] CNN fact-checker Daniel Dale
notes that news outlets may initially check a false claim by Trump, but are unlikely to continue pointing out that it's false,
"especially because he is constantly mixing in dozens of new lies that require time and resources to address. And so, by virtue of
shameless perseverance, Trump often manages to outlast most of the media's willingness to correct any particular falsehood".
[34]

Bullshit
It has been suggested that Trump's apparent "avalanche of lies" consists of bullshit rather than of lying as strictly defined.[26][27]

According to Harry Frankfurt's influential 2005 book On Bullshit, the liar cares about the truth and attempts to hide it, while the
bullshitter does not care whether what they say is true or false.[25] Eduardo Porter writes in The Washington Post that Frankfurt's
bullshitter definition fits Trump: "To subvert the truth, you must first know it, or at least think you do. That’s not Trump’s game."[27]

For example, Trump does not, in Porter's argument, have to check US unemployment or inflation statistics to assert that "we
inherited from the last administration an economic catastrophe and an inflation nightmare", because for bullshit, the facts do not
matter. On the contrary, by ignoring the facts, bullshit has the power to guide group beliefs in a politically desirable direction and
thereby to shape group identities.[27] As early as 2015, Jeet Heer wrote that Trump’s propensity to bullshit is not an aberration in
his party: "Over the last two decades, the GOP as a party has increasingly adopted positions that are not just politically extreme
but also in defiance of facts and science".[26]

Business career
Further information: Wealth of Donald Trump

Real estate
Within years of expanding his father's property development business into Manhattan in the early 1970s, Trump attracted the
attention of The New York Times for his brash and controversial style, with one real-estate financier observing in 1976, "His deals
are dramatic, but they haven't come into being. So far, the chief beneficiary of his creativity has been his public image." Der
Scutt, the prominent architect who designed Trump Tower, said in 1976, "He's extremely aggressive when he sells, maybe to the
point of overselling. Like, he'll say the convention center is the biggest in the world, when it really isn't. He'll exaggerate for the
purpose of making a sale."[35] A 1984 GQ profile of Trump quoted him stating he owned the whole block on Central Park South
and Avenue of the Americas. GQ noted that the two buildings Trump owned were likely less than a sixth of the block.[36]

The New York state attorney general, Letitia James, opened a civil investigation into Trump's business practices, especially
regarding inflated property values.[37] She joined the Manhattan district attorney's office in a criminal investigation into possible
property tax fraud by the Trump Organization.[38]

Other investments and debt
In 1984, Trump posed as his own spokesman John Barron and made false assertions of his wealth to secure a higher ranking on
the Forbes 400 list of wealthy Americans, including by claiming he owned over 90% of his family's business. Audio recordings of
these claims were released in 2018 by journalist Jonathan Greenberg.[39]

Following the October 1987 stock market crash, Trump claimed to press that he had taken no losses and sold all his stock a
month before. Per SEC filings he owned large stakes in some companies during the crash. Forbes calculated that Trump had
lost at least $19 million related to Resorts International stock,[40][better source needed][41] while journalist Gwenda Blair noted
$22 million from stock in the Alexander's department store chain.[42]

Challenging estimates of his net worth he considered too low, in 1989 Trump said he had very little debt.[43] Reuters reported
Trump owed $4 billion (~$8.25 billion in 2023) to more than 70 banks at the beginning of 1990.[44] In 1997, Ben Berzin Jr., who
had been tasked with recovering some of the $100 million (~$176 million in 2023) his bank had lent Trump, said "During the time
that I dealt with Mr. Trump, I was continually surprised by his mastery of situational ethics. He does not seem to be able to
differentiate between fact and fiction."[45]

A 1998 New York Observer article reported that Jerry Nadler "flatly calls Mr. Trump a 'liar'," quoting Nadler stating, "Trump got
$6 million [in federal money] in the dead of night when no one knew anything about it" by slipping a provision into a $200 billion
federal transportation bill.[46] During a 2005 deposition in a defamation lawsuit he initiated about his worth, Trump said: "My net
worth fluctuates, and it goes up and down with markets and with attitudes and with feelings, even my own feelings ... and that
can change rapidly from day to day".[47]

Philanthropy
David Fahrenthold investigated Trump's claims about his charitable giving and found little evidence the claims are true.[48][49]

Following Fahrenthold's reporting, the Attorney General of New York opened an inquiry into the Donald J. Trump Foundation's
fundraising practices, and issued a "notice of violation" ordering the Foundation to stop raising money in New York.[50] The
Foundation had to admit it engaged in self-dealing practices to benefit Trump, his family, and businesses.[51]

Sports
Further information: Donald Trump and American football and Donald Trump and golf

In 1983, when Trump was forming a business relationship with the New Jersey Generals football team, he spoke about the team
at a public forum. "He promised the signing of superstar players he would never sign. He announced the hiring of immortal
coaches he would never hire. He scheduled a news conference the next day to confirm all of it, and the next day never came,"
CNN reporter Keith Olbermann recalled in 2021. Following the forum, Trump approached Olbermann and, rather than waiting for
questions, began speaking into Olbermann's microphone about "an entirely different set of coaches and players than he had
from the podium."[52]

In 1987, during testimony regarding an antitrust case between the United States Football League (USFL) and the National
Football League (NFL), Trump stated that he had had a meeting with NFL commissioner Pete Rozelle years earlier where
Rozelle offered him an NFL franchise in exchange for keeping the USFL a spring-time league and not initiating a lawsuit with the
NFL.[53][54] Rozelle denied having made this offer and stated he was opposed to Trump becoming an NFL team owner, with a
person present at the meeting between the two stating that Rozelle told Trump, "As long as I or my heirs are involved in the NFL,
you will never be a franchise owner in the league".[55][56]

In 1996, Trump claimed he wagered $1 million (~$1.79 million in 2023) on 20-to-1 odds boxing match between Evander Holyfield
and Mike Tyson. The Las Vegas Sun reported that "while everyone is careful not to call Trump a liar," no one in a position to
know about such a sizable wager was aware of it.[57]

In a 2004 book, The Games Do Count: America's Best and Brightest on the Power of Sports, Trump claimed to have hit "the
winning home run" when his school played Cornwall High School in 1964, garnering a headline "Trump Homers to Win the
Game" in a local newspaper. Years later, a journalist discovered that Trump's high school did not play Cornwall that year, nor did
any such local headline surface. A classmate recalled a separate incident in high school in which Trump had hit "a blooper the
fielders misplayed," sending the ball "just over the third baseman's head," yet Trump insisted to him: "I want you to remember
this: I hit the ball out of the ballpark!"[58]

After purchasing the Trump National Golf Club in 2009, Trump erected The River of Blood monument between the 14th hole and
15th tee with a plaque describing the blood of Civil War casualties that turned the river red. No such event ever took place at this
site.[59]

Trump has repeatedly claimed he is an 18-time club championship winner at several clubs, none of which can be positively
confirmed, and 16 of which were not official or all-member club championships. All these wins have been recorded at golf clubs
owned or managed by The Trump Organization. Professional and amateur golfers, such as Buddy Marucci, have claimed that
Trump would threaten to revoke the membership of anyone who won against him, thus allowing him to win club championships
with little competition. Trump has claimed to have won the Trump International Golf Club West Palm Beach Club Championship
in 1999, before the club was officially opened to membership,[60] and the 2023 Senior Club Championship at the same course,
despite not being present for the first day.[61]

Other
In 1973, the New York Times ran its first profile of Trump, stating he had "graduated first in his class from the Wharton School of
Finance" five years earlier.[62] However, in 1984, the New York Times Magazine shed light by pointing out that "the
commencement program from 1968 does not list him as graduating with honors of any kind."[63]

After three Trump casino executives died in a 1989 helicopter crash, Trump claimed that he, too, had nearly boarded the
helicopter. The claim was denied 30 years later by a former vice president of the Trump Organization.[64]

Promoting his Trump University after its formation in 2004, Trump asserted he would handpick all its instructors. Michael Sexton,
former president of the venture, stated in a 2012 deposition that Trump selected none.[65]

During a 2018 interview, television personality Billy Bush recounted a conversation he had had with Trump, in which he refuted
Trump's repeated false claims that The Apprentice was the top-rated television program in America. Bush recalled Trump
responding, "Billy, look, you just tell them and they believe it. That's it: you just tell them and they believe. They just do."[66]

Perceptions
Alair Townsend, a former budget director and deputy mayor of New York during the 1980s, and a former publisher of Crain's New
York Business, said "I wouldn't believe Donald Trump if his tongue were notarized."[40][better source needed] Leona Helmsley later
used this line as her own when she spoke about Trump in her 1990 interview in Playboy magazine.[67]

Trump often appeared in New York tabloid newspapers. Recalling her career with New York Post 's Page Six column, Susany
Mulcahy told Vanity Fair in 2004, "I wrote about him a certain amount, but I actually would sit back and be amazed at how often
people would write about him in a completely gullible way. He was a great character, but he was full of crap 90 percent of the
time." (Trump told the magazine, "I agree with her 100 percent.")[68][69] Barbara Res, a former Trump Organization vice president
who worked for Trump from 1978 until 1998, said "he would tell the staff his ridiculous lies, and after a while, no one believed a
single word he would say".[70]

In The Art of the Deal
Main article: Trump: The Art of the Deal

Tony Schwartz is a journalist who ghostwrote Trump: The Art of the Deal.[71] In July 2016, Schwartz was interviewed by Jane
Mayer for articles in The New Yorker.[72][71] He described Trump highly unfavorably, and described how he came to regret writing
The Art of the Deal.[72][71][73] When Schwartz wrote it, he created the phrase "truthful hyperbole", as an "artful euphemism" to
describe Trump's "loose relationship with the truth".[71] This passage provides context, written in Trump's voice: "I play to
people's fantasies ... People want to believe that something is the biggest and the greatest and the most spectacular. I call it
truthful hyperbole. It's an innocent form of exaggeration—and it's a very effective form of promotion".[74] He said Trump "loved
the phrase".[71][75]

Schwartz said "deceit" is never "innocent". He also said, "'Truthful hyperbole' is a contradiction in terms. It's a way of saying, 'It's
a lie, but who cares?'"[71] Schwartz repeated his criticism on Good Morning America and Real Time with Bill Maher, saying he
"put lipstick on a pig".[76]

Schwartz described Trump's lying:[71]

'Lying is second nature to him,' Schwartz said. 'More than anyone else I have ever met, Trump has the ability to
convince himself that whatever he is saying at any given moment is true, or sort of true, or at least ought to be true.'

Fearing that anti-German sentiments during and after World War II would negatively affect his
business, Trump's father, Fred Trump, began claiming Swedish descent.[77][78][79] Both parents of Fred
Trump were born and raised in Kallstadt, Kingdom of Bavaria, now part of Germany. The falsehood
was repeated by Donald to the press[35][80] and in The Art of the Deal,[81][82][79] where he claimed his
grandfather, Friedrich Trump, "came here from Sweden as a child".[83] In the same book, Donald said
his father was born in New Jersey.[71][84] When asked during his presidency why he upheld the false
narrative about his father being Swedish, Trump said, "My father spent a lot of time [in Sweden]. But it
was never really something really discussed very much."[85] As president, Trump on at least three
occasions claimed his father was born in Germany.[86] Trump's father is of German descent but was
born in the Bronx.[79] In one case Trump said his father was "born in a very wonderful place in
Germany,"[87] and another time stated, "I was raised by the biggest kraut of them all,"[88] invoking an
ethnic slur for a German.[89] The Guardian pointed out the irony of Trump supporting the "birtherism"
conspiracy theory asserting Barack Obama was born in Africa.[90]

September 11 attacks
For broader coverage of the events, see September 11 attacks.

On September 11, after at least one of the World Trade Center towers was destroyed, Trump said in an interview with WWOR-
TV in New York: "40 Wall Street actually was the second-tallest building in downtown Manhattan, and it was actually, before the
World Trade Center, was the tallest—and then, when they built the World Trade Center, it became known as the second tallest,
and now it's the tallest."[91] Once the Twin Towers had collapsed, the 71-story Trump Building at 40 Wall Street became the
second-tallest building in Lower Manhattan, 25 feet (7.6 m) shorter than the building at 70 Pine Street.[92] Two days after the
attack, Trump stood near Ground Zero and told a television station he was paying two hundred of his employees to come "find
and identify victims". No record of such work has ever been found. In 2023, he reposted the claim on Truth Social.[93]

At a rally in Columbus, Ohio, in 2015, Trump said "I have a view—a view in my apartment that was specifically aimed at the
World Trade Center." He added "and I watched those people jump and I watched the second plane hit ... I saw the second plane
hit the building and I said, 'Wow that's unbelievable.'" At the time of the attack, Trump lived in Trump Tower more than four miles
(6 km) away from the World Trade Center towers. His campaign did not respond to inquiries about how it was possible for him to
see people jumping from that far away.[94]

In another rally in 2015, Trump claimed seeing "thousands and thousands" of Arab Americans in New Jersey cheering during the
collapse of the World Trade Center. News organizations like the Associated Press (AP), The Washington Post, and The Star-
Ledger reported rumors of 9/11 celebrations in New Jersey, but they were found to be unfounded, unsourced, or finding that
people were memorializing the event. Nobody else was known to remember seeing masses of thousands of people celebrating
after 9/11. Furthermore, Trump would not have been able to clearly see people cheering in New Jersey from his residence.[95]

During his 2016 campaign, Trump falsely claimed to have predicted the attacks in his 2000 book The America We Deserve, that
Osama bin Laden was not well known when the book was published and that it called for the U.S. to "take him out".[96]

2016 presidential campaign
See also: Barack Obama citizenship conspiracy theories

Trump promoted conspiracy theories that have lacked empirical support. These have included "birther" theories that Barack
Obama was not born in the US.[97][98][99] In 2011, Trump took credit for the release of Obama's "long-form" birth certificate, while
raising doubt about its legitimacy,[100] and in 2016 admitted that Obama was a natural-born citizen from Hawaii.[101] He then
falsely stated that Hillary Clinton started the conspiracy theories.[101][102][103]

In 2015, Boing Boing reproduced newspaper articles from 1927, which reported Trump's father had been arrested at a Ku Klux
Klan march and been discharged.[104] Multiple articles on the incident list Fred Trump's address in Jamaica, Queens,[105] as do
the 1930 census[106] and a 1936 wedding announcement.[107] Trump admitted to The New York Times that the address was
"where my grandmother lived and my father, early on." When asked about the 1927 story, he denied his father had ever lived at
that address, and said the arrest "never happened", and, "There was nobody charged."[108]

Within six months of Trump's announcement of his presidential campaign, FactCheck.org declared Trump the "King of
Whoppers", stating, "In the 12 years of FactCheck.org's existence, we've never seen his match. He stands out not only for the
sheer number of his factually false claims, but also for his brazen refusals to admit error when proven wrong."[109] In 2016,
Trump suggested that Ted Cruz's father was involved in the assassination of John F. Kennedy.[110] He also accused Cruz of
stealing the Iowa caucuses during the 2016 Republican Party presidential primaries.[111]

Trump claimed that his father had given him "a small loan of a million dollars," which he used to build "a company that's worth
more than $10 billion,"[112] denying Marco Rubio's allegation that he had inherited $200 million.[113] A 2018 New York Times
exposé on Fred and Donald Trump's finances concludes that Donald "was a millionaire by age 8," and that he had received $413
million (adjusted for inflation) from his father's business empire over his lifetime, including over $60 million ($140 million in 2018
currency) in loans, which were largely unreimbursed.[114]

Trump claimed repeatedly on the campaign trail in 2015 that the actual unemployment rate of around 5% "isn't reflective [of
reality] ... I've seen numbers of 24%, I actually saw a number of 42% unemployment". PolitiFact rated this claim "Pants on Fire,"
its rating for the most egregious falsehoods.[115] Jeremy Adam Smith, writing for the Greater Good Magazine, said Trump's
falsehoods may be "blue lies," which are "told on behalf of a group, that can actually strengthen the bonds among the members
of that group". As a result, he posited, Trump's dishonesty does not lose the support of his political base, even while it "infuriates
and confuses almost everyone else".[116][117]

In 2015, BuzzFeed News' Andrew Kaczynski reported that Trump, despite having claimed to have the best memory in the world,
had a history of "conveniently forgetting" people or organizations in ways that benefit him. In July 2016, PolitiFact's Linda Qiu
pointed out that Trump "seems to suffer bouts of amnesia when it comes to his own statements". Kaczynski and Qiu cited
examples of Trump's stating he did not know anything about former Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke, despite statements
showing he clearly knew who Duke was.[118][119] Over three months before the 2016 presidential election, Trump claimed it was
going to be "rigged".[120]

In 2016, Trump said repeatedly that he would jail Hillary Clinton. In an interview with Will Cain on Fox & Friends Weekend in
June 2024, he denied ever having said so. He blamed his supporters for chanting that message: "I didn't say 'lock her up,' but
the people said 'lock her up, lock her up'." He suggested he "could have done it, but I felt it would have been a terrible thing."[121]

[122] On June 4, he called into Newsmax, claiming he always believed it would have been "terrible to throw the president's wife
and the former secretary of state ... into jail", yet this time adding the threat: "It's very possible that it's going to have to happen to
them."[123]

Border wall with Mexico
Throughout his campaign and into his presidency, Trump repeatedly claimed the US would "build the wall and make Mexico pay
for it". President of Mexico Enrique Peña Nieto said his country would not pay, and never did.[124][125] While not unusual for a
campaign promise to not pan out, Trump's insistence Mexico would pay was a central element of his campaign and continued for
years. At the 2020 Conservative Political Action Conference, Trump reiterated saying, "Mexico is paying for it and it's every bit—
it's better than the wall that was projected."[126]

First term
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Fact-checking Trump
Trump's statements as president engaged a host of fact-checkers. Tony Burman wrote: "The falsehoods and distortions uttered
by Trump and his senior officials have particularly inflamed journalists and have been challenged—resulting in a growing
prominence of 'fact-checkers' and investigative reporting."[127] The situation got worse, as described by Pulitzer Prize-winning
Ashley Parker: "President Trump seems to be saying more and more things that aren't true."[128]

Glenn Kessler said in 2017 as a fact-checker for The Washington Post there was no comparison between Trump and other
politicians. Kessler gave his worst rating to other politicians 20% of the time, but gave it to Trump 64% of the time.[129] Kessler
wrote that Trump was the most fact-challenged politician he had ever encountered and lamented that "the pace and volume of
the president's misstatements means that we cannot possibly keep up".[130] Kessler and others have described how Trump's
lying has created an alternate reality.[131][132] David Zurawik says we should "just assume Trump's always lying and fact check
him backwards"[133] because that's "how to cover a habitual liar".[134]

The Washington Post fact-checker created a new category of falsehoods in 2018, the "Bottomless Pinocchio," for falsehoods
repeated at least twenty times (so often "that there can be no question the politician is aware his or her facts are wrong"). Trump
was the only politician who met the standard of the category, with 14 statements that immediately qualified. According to The
Washington Post, Trump repeated some falsehoods so many times he had effectively engaged in disinformation.[17] Glenn
Kessler wrote:

The president keeps going long after the facts are clear, in what appears to be a deliberate effort to replace the truth
with his own, far more favorable, version of it. He is not merely making gaffes or misstating things, he is purposely
injecting false information into the national conversation.[17]

Professor Robert Prentice summarized the views of many fact-checkers:

Here's the problem: As fact checker Glenn Kessler noted in August, whereas [Hillary] Clinton lies as much as the
average politician, President Donald Trump's lying is "off the charts." No prominent politician in memory bests Trump for
spouting spectacular, egregious, easily disproved lies. The birther claim. The vote fraud claim. The attendance at the
inauguration claim. And on and on and on. Every fact checker – Kessler, Factcheck.org, Snopes.com, PolitiFact – finds
a level of mendacity unequaled by any politician ever scrutinized. For instance, 70 percent of his campaign statements
checked by PolitiFact were mostly false, totally false, or "pants on fire" false.[135]

At the end of 2018, Kessler provided a run-down summary of Trump's accelerating rate of false statements during the year:

Trump began 2018 on a similar pace as last year. Through May, he generally averaged about 200 to 250 false claims a
month. But his rate suddenly exploded in June, when he topped 500 falsehoods, as he appeared to shift to campaign
mode. He uttered almost 500 more in both July and August, almost 600 in September, more than 1,200 in October and
almost 900 in November. In December, Trump drifted back to the mid-200s.[8]

Several major fact-checking sites regularly fact-checked Trump, including:

PolitiFact,[136] which awarded Trump its "Lie of the Year" in 2015,[137] 2017[138] and 2019.[139]

FactCheck.org,[140] which dubbed Trump the "King of Whoppers" in 2015.[141]

The Washington Post said in January 2020 that Trump had made more than 16,241 false or misleading claims as president,
[1] an average of about 15 such statements per day.
The Toronto Star which said that, as of June 2019, Trump had made 5,276 false statements since his inauguration.[142]

As late as June 2018, the news media were debating whether to use the word "lie" to describe Trump's falsehoods. That month,
however, many news organizations, including CNN, Financial Times, Los Angeles Times, Chicago Tribune, The New Yorker, and
Foreign Policy began describing some of Trump's false statements as lies. The Toronto Star was one of the first outlets to use
the word "lie" to describe Trump's statements, and continues to frequently. Some organizations continue to shy away from the
term.

On June 5, 2019, Paul Farhi wrote that Glenn Kessler, author of The Washington Post 's "Fact Checker" column, had used the
word lie only once to describe Trump's statements, although he has sometimes used other terminology that implies lying.[16]

Since then, The Washington Post 's fact-checking team has written the 2020 book Donald Trump and His Assault on Truth. The
President's Falsehoods, Misleading Claims and Flat-Out Lies.[143][144]

By October 9, 2019, The Washington Post 's fact-checking team documented that Trump had "made 13,435 false or misleading
claims over 993 days".[145] On October 18, 2019, the Washington Post Fact Checker newsletter described the situation:

A thousand days of Trump.
We often hear from readers wondering how President Trump's penchant for falsehoods stacks up in comparison to
previous presidents. But there is no comparison: Trump exists in a league of his own. Deception, misdirection,
gaslighting, revisionism, absurd boasts, and in some cases, provable lies, are core to his politics.[146]

After departing the White House, January 20, 2021, Trump gave a farewell address at Joint Base Andrews in Maryland prior to
departing on Air Force One for his residence in Palm Beach, Florida.[147] The AP fact-checked his speech, and reported that it
included false statements about his presidency and administration's accomplishments. These included statements that he
passed the largest tax cuts in history; that the U.S. economy during his tenure was the greatest in U.S. history; that he achieved
record job creation; that his administration rebuilt both the U.S. military and the American manufacturing industry; that he
destroyed the ISIS caliphate; and a reiteration of his previously repeated falsehood that he, and not former President Barack
Obama, had passed the Veterans Choice Act.[148] These falsehoods added to the 30,573 falsehoods that The Washington
Post 's fact-checker had tallied by the end of Trump's presidency,[1] an average of 21 falsehoods a day.[149]

Scholarly analysis of Trump's tweets found "significant evidence" of an intent to deceive:

Analyzing Trump's tweets with a regression function designed to predict true and false claims based on their language
and composition, it finds significant evidence of intent underlying most of Trump's false claims, and makes the case for
calling them lies when that outcome agrees with the results of traditional fact-checking procedures.... We argue, based
on our findings here, that intent to deceive is a reasonable inference from most of Trump's false tweets, and that
drawing that conclusion when the evidence warrants could help scholars and journalists alike better explain the
strategic functions of political falsehoods.[15]

Credibility polling
According to a September 2018 CNN-SSRS poll of 1,003 respondents, only 32% percent found Trump honest and trustworthy,
the worst read in CNN polling history. The number was 33% on election day, November 8, 2016.[150][151] In June 2020, a Gallup
poll of 1,034 adults within the U.S. found that 36% found Trump honest and trustworthy. By comparison, 60% of respondents
found President Obama honest and trustworthy in June 2012 during his re-election campaign.[152][153]

Commentary and analysis
As president, Trump frequently made false statements in public speeches and remarks.[154][130][155][156] Trump uttered "at least
one false or misleading claim per day on 91 of his first 99 days" in office according to The New York Times,[154] and 1,318 total in
his first 263 days in office according to the "Fact Checker" political analysis column of The Washington Post.[157] By the Post 's
tally, it took Trump 601 days to reach 5,000 false or misleading statements and another 226 days to reach the 10,000 mark.[158]

For the seven weeks leading up to the midterm elections, it rose to an average of 30 per day[159] from 4.9 during his first 100
days in office.[160] The Post found that Trump averaged 15 false statements per day during 2018.[8]

The New York Times editorial board frequently lambasted Trump's dishonesty. In September 2018, the board called him "a
president with no clear relation to the truth".[161] The following month, the board published an opinion piece titled, "Donald Trump
Is Lyin' Up a Storm".[162]

James Comey had frequent discussions with Trump, and in his first major interview after his firing he described Trump as a serial
liar who tells "baffling, unnecessary" falsehoods:[163]

Sometimes he's lying in ways that are obvious, sometimes he's saying things that we may not know are true or false
and then there's a spectrum in between ... he is someone who is—for whom the truth is not a high value.[163]

The Washington Post commentator Greg Sargent pointed out eight instances where government officials either repeated
falsehoods or came up with misleading information to support falsehoods asserted by Trump, including various false claims
about terrorists crossing or attempting to cross the Mexican border, that a 10% middle class tax cut had been passed, and a
doctored video justifying Jim Acosta's removal from the White House press room.[164]

James P. Pfiffner, writing for The Evolving American Presidency book series, wrote that compared to previous presidents, Trump
tells "vastly" more "conventional lies" that politicians usually tell to avoid criticism or improve their image. However, Pfiffner
emphasized that "the most significant" lies told by Trump are instead "egregious false statements that are demonstrably contrary
to well-known facts," because by causing disagreements about what the facts are, then people cannot properly evaluate their
government: "Political power rather than rational discourse then becomes the arbiter."[165]

Selman Özdan, writing in the journal Postdigital Science and Education, describes that "many" of Trump's statements in
interviews or on Twitter "may now be classed as bullshit," with their utter disregard for the truth, and their focus on telling "a
version of reality that suits Trump's aims". She added that these statements are "often" written in a way which criticizes or mocks
others, while offering a misleading version of Trump's accomplishments to improve his image.[166]

Daniel Dale, writing for The Washington Post, described fact-checking Trump as being "like fact-checking one of those talking
dolls programmed to say the same phrases for eternity, except if none of those phrases were true", noting that Trump had
repeatedly and falsely claimed that he had passed the Veterans Choice Act and that U.S. Steel was building six, seven, eight or
nine plants (the company had invested in two existing plants). Dale added: "Many of Trump's false claims are so transparently
wrong that I can fact-check them with a Google search."[167] In 2019, Dale noted that Trump had a tendency to use large
inaccurate numbers instead of smaller accurate ones.[168]

Susan Glasser wrote that falsehoods are "part of his political identity" and quoted Glenn Kessler's description of them as
"Trump's political 'secret sauce'". She described how "The White House assault on the truth is not an accident—it is intentional."
When comparing Trump to Nixon, she quoted Barry Goldwater, who described Nixon as "the most dishonest individual I ever
met in my life", but she did not stop there. She spoke to Morton Halperin "who oversaw the writing of the Pentagon Papers and
then served on Nixon's National Security Council staff... Halperin insisted, strongly, that Nixon wasn't nearly as damaging to the
institution of the Presidency as Trump has been. 'He's far worse than Nixon,' Halperin told me, 'certainly as a threat to the
country'."[14]

Purpose and effect

A few days after Trump's January 20, 2017, inauguration,
some experts expressed serious concerns about how Trump
and his staff showed "arrogance" and "lack of respect...for the
American people" by making "easily contradicted" false
statements that rose to a "new level" above the "general
stereotype that politicians lie". They considered the "degree of
fabrication" as "simply breathtaking", egregious, and creating
an "extraordinarily dangerous situation" for the country.[171]

They elaborated on why they thought Trump and his team
were so deceptive: he was using classic gaslighting in a
"systematic, sophisticated attempt" as a "political weapon"; he
was undermining trust and creating doubt and hatred of the media and all it reports; owning his supporters and implanting "his
own version of reality" in their minds; creating confusion so people are vulnerable, don't know what to do, and thus "gain more
power over them"; inflating a "sense of his own popularity"; and making people "give up trying to discern the truth".[171]

If Donald Trump can undercut America's trust in all media, he then starts to own them and can start to literally implant
his own version of reality.[171]

Specific topics
See also: List of conspiracy theories promoted by Donald Trump

Inaugural crowd

Trump's presidency began with falsehoods originating from Trump. On the day after his inauguration, he falsely accused the
media of lying about the size of the crowd. He then exaggerated the size, and White House press secretary Sean Spicer backed
up his claims.[172][173][174][175] When Spicer was accused of intentionally misstating the figures,[176][177][178] Kellyanne Conway,
in an interview with NBC's Chuck Todd, defended Spicer by saying he merely presented alternative facts.[179] Todd responded by
saying, "Alternative facts are not facts; they're falsehoods."[180]

In September 2018, a government photographer admitted he, at Trump's request,[181] edited pictures of the inauguration to make
the crowd appear larger: "The photographer cropped out empty space 'where the crowd ended' for a new set of pictures
requested by Trump on the first morning of his presidency, after he was angered by images showing his audience was smaller
than Barack Obama's in 2009."[181][182]

2016 presidential election

Further information: United States presidential elections in which the winner lost the popular vote

Trump went on to claim his victory in 2016 was a landslide;[183][184][185] that three of the states he did not win in the 2016 election
had "serious voter fraud";[186][187][188][189] and that he didn't win the popular vote because Clinton received 3–5 million illegal
votes.[190][191] Trump made his Trump Tower wiretapping allegations in March 2017, which the Department of Justice twice
refuted.[192][193] In January 2018, Trump claimed texts between FBI employees Peter Strzok and Lisa Page were tantamount to
"treason," but The Wall Street Journal reviewed them and concluded they "show no evidence of a conspiracy against" Trump.
[194][195]

Denial of Russian hacking and election interference

Main article: Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections

Trump frequently denied or sowed doubt that Russian intelligence hacked the DNC and interfered in the 2016 election. He made
many different claims, such as that there was no hacking, other countries than Russia did it, or the DNC hacked itself and that
Seth Rich was involved. He has said Russia did not try to get him elected and often called allegations of Russian meddling "a
hoax". "Trump is fond of tossing out conspiracy theories, even if just to add a sliver of doubt. His supporters have embraced his
conspiracy theories, especially when it comes to Mueller's investigation." The Russia investigation conclusively proved Russian
intelligence was behind the hackings.[196][197]

Robert Mueller, who led a Special Counsel investigation, concluded Russian interference was "sweeping and systematic" and
"violated U.S. criminal law", and he indicted 26 Russian citizens and 3 Russian organizations. The investigation led to
indictments and convictions of Trump campaign officials and associated Americans. The Mueller report, made public in April
2019, examined contacts between the Trump campaign and Russian officials but concluded that, though the Trump campaign
welcomed the Russian activities and expected to benefit from them, there was insufficient evidence to bring any conspiracy or
coordination charges against Trump or associates.[198]

Denial of collusion with Russia

See also: Links between Trump associates and Russian officials, Mueller report § Conspiracy or coordination vs collusion,
and Mueller report § False "no collusion" claims

Trump repeatedly claimed he and his campaign did not collude with Russia, and Republicans and many otherwise reliable
sources have repeated that false claim even though Mueller explained that he did not investigate "collusion", only "conspiracy"
and "coordination". The claim that there was no collusion has been described as a myth.[199]

In a January 2019 interview, Trump's attorney, Rudy Giuliani undermined Trump's claim when he "claimed Wednesday night that
he 'never said there was no collusion' between President Trump's campaign and Russia leading up to the 2016 presidential
election."[200]

After his comments, Giuliani made statements that NPR described as an "apparent reversal" from his TV interview: He said
"'there was no collusion by President Trump in any way, shape or form' and that he had 'no knowledge of any collusion by any of
the thousands of people who worked on the campaign'."[201]

The investigation found there were at least 140 contacts between Trump or 18 of his associates with Russian nationals and
WikiLeaks or their intermediaries, though the contacts were insufficient to show an illegal "conspiracy".[202]

Dismissal of FBI director

On May 9, 2017, Trump dismissed James Comey, the director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, saying he had accepted
the recommendations of U.S. attorney general Jeff Sessions and deputy attorney general Rod Rosenstein to dismiss Comey. In
their respective letters, neither Trump, Sessions nor Rosenstein mentioned the issue of an FBI investigation into the many
suspicious links between Trump associates and Russian officials and spies, with Rosenstein writing that Comey should be
dismissed for his handling of the conclusion of the FBI investigation into the Hillary Clinton email controversy, a rationale
seconded by Sessions.[203][204][205] On May 11, Trump said in an NBC News interview: "Regardless of recommendation, I was
going to fire Comey ... in fact, when I decided to just do it, I said to myself, I said, you know, this Russia thing with Trump and
Russia is a made-up story".[206][207][208] On May 31, Trump tweeted, "I never fired James Comey because of Russia!"[194]

Personal lawyer

In 2017 and in the first half of 2018, Trump repeatedly praised his attorney Michael Cohen as "a great lawyer," "a loyal, wonderful
person," "a good man" and someone Trump "always liked" and "respected". In the second half of 2018, with Cohen testifying to
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President Trump receives an update
on Hurricane Dorian on August 29,
2019. This map was later altered to
show the hurricane impacting
Alabama.

President Trump displays the
altered Hurricane Dorian map in a
video published by the White House
on September 4, 2019.

Donald J. Trump
@realDonaldTrump

President Trump Approval
Rating in the Republican Party
at 96%. Thank You!

July 10, 2020[329]

In the early stages of the pandemic, Trump's
pronouncements "evolved from casual dismissal to
reluctant acknowledgement to bellicose mobilization".
[336] Though Trump "occasionally adopted health
officials' more cautious tone", the optimism that
dominated his early response "hadn't completely
disappeared",[337] Trump having downplayed the threat
of COVID-19 over 200 times by November 3, 2020.[338]

As U.S. cases reached 4,800,000 and deaths
reached 157,690 in the summer of 2020, Trump
repeated his assertion that he believes coronavirus will
"go away" despite his top public health expert warning
that it could take most of 2021 or longer to get the
pandemic under control.[339] Trump "made numerous
versions of this assertion over...more than six months".
[339]

After the December 2020 introduction of COVID
vaccines, a partisan gap in death rates developed,
indicating the effects of vaccine skepticism.[340] As of
March 2024, more than 30 percent of Republicans had
not received a Covid vaccine, compared with less than
10 percent of Democrats.[340]

On "totally harmless" cases
Now we have tested over 40 million people.
But by so doing, we show cases, 99 percent of
which are totally harmless.

South Lawn "Salute to America" speech[372]

[373]

July 4, 2020

On COVID testing
Think of this: If we didn't do testing—
instead of testing over 40 million people,
if we did half the testing, we would have
half the cases. If we did another—you cut
that in half, we would have, yet again, half
of that.

Rose Garden press conference[374]

July 14, 2020

On per capita death rates
Journalist: "I'm talking about death as a
proportion of population. That's where the
US is really bad. ..."
Trump: "You can't do that! You have to
go by—look, here's the United States—
you have to go by (death as a proportion
of) the cases."

Interview with Jonathan Swan[375]

August 2020

On effectiveness of masks
Just the other day (the CDC) came out with a
statement that 85 percent of the people that
wear masks catch it.

Trump in the NBC Town Hall[376]

October 15, 2020

Donald J. Trump
@realDonaldTrump

There is NO WAY (ZERO!) that Mail-In Ballots will be anything less
than substantially fraudulent. Mail boxes will be robbed, ballots will be
forged & even illegally printed out & fraudulently signed. The
Governor of California is sending Ballots to millions of people, anyone
living in the state, no matter who they are or how they got there, will
get one. That will be followed up with professionals telling all of these
people, many of whom have never even thought of voting before,
how, and for whom, to vote. This will be a Rigged Election. No way!

May 26, 2020[403]

CNN fact checker Daniel Dale reported that
through June 9, 2021, Trump had issued 132
written statements since leaving office, of which
"a third have included lies about the election"—
more than any other subject.[406]

Missing ballots
     Did you see they found 50,000
ballots in, like, a river?

—Trump, in Michigan, October
2020[407]

On the attack of the Capitol
     It was zero threat. Right from the
start, it was zero threat. ... Some of
them went in, and they're hugging and
kissing the police and the guards, you
know? They had great relationships. A
lot of the people were waved in, and
then they walked in, and they walked
out.

Donald Trump on March 25, 2021
Phone interview with Fox News[423]

"... unbelievable patriots ...
     You see the spirit from the
hostages, and that's what they are—
hostages.

—Trump, March 16, 2024
Campaign rally, Dayton, Ohio[424]

federal investigations, Trump attacked Cohen as a "rat," "a weak person, and not a very smart person" and described Cohen as
"a PR person who did small legal work, very small legal work ... He represented me very little".[206][209][210]

In 2018, Trump told reporters on Air Force One that he did not know about a payment of $130,000 that Cohen made to porn
actress Stormy Daniels or where Cohen had obtained the money from.[211] Glenn Kessler of The Washington Post described this
statement as a lie,[212] as Trump had personally reimbursed Cohen.[211][212][213] On May 30, 2024, a New York City jury found
Trump guilty of 34 counts of falsifying business records to conceal these reimbursement payments.

In 2021, several lawyers who had previously worked with Trump, reportedly declined to assist him in asserting executive
privilege over the subpoenas served by the House Select Committee on January 6. One of these was William Burck, who had
represented 11 Trump associates regarding the Mueller investigation. When Trump was asked about the refusal of his former
lawyers to involve themselves in his legal battle, he said: "I don't even know who they are... I am using lawyers who have been
with us from the beginning."[214][215]

Spygate conspiracy theory

In May 2018, Trump developed and promoted the false[216][217][218] Spygate conspiracy theory[216][219] alleging the Obama
administration planted a spy inside Trump's campaign to help Clinton win the 2016 election.[220][221]

Political commentators and high-ranking politicians from both main parties dismissed Trump's allegations as lacking evidence
and maintained that the FBI's use of Halper as a covert informant was in no way improper. Trump's claims about when the
counterintelligence investigation was initiated have been shown to be false.[222] A December 2019 Justice Department Inspector
General report "found no evidence that the FBI attempted to place any [Confidential Human Sources] within the Trump
campaign, recruit members of the Trump campaign as CHSs, or task CHSs to report on the Trump campaign."[223]

2018 California wildfires

Main article: 2018 California wildfires

During the 2018 California wildfires which ultimately caused $3.5 billion (~$4.18 billion in 2023) in damages and killed 103
people, Trump misrepresented a method that Finland uses to control wildfires. After speaking with President of Finland Sauli
Niinistö, Trump reported in November 2018, that Niinistö had called Finland a "forest nation" and "they spend a lot of time on
raking and cleaning and doing things, and they don't have any problem." Trump's comments sparked online memes about raking
leaves. Niinistö clarified there is "a good surveillance system and network" for forest management in Finland and he did not
recall having mentioned raking.[224]

Special counsel investigation

In March 2019, Trump asserted that the Mueller special counsel investigation was "illegal". Previously in June 2018, Trump
argued that "the appointment of the Special Counsel is totally UNCONSTITUTIONAL!" However, in August 2018, Dabney
Friedrich, a Trump-appointed judge on the DC District Court ruled the appointment was constitutional, as did a unanimous three-
judge panel of the Court of Appeals for the DC Circuit in February 2019.[225][226]

The Mueller Report asserted that Trump's family members, campaign staff, Republican backers, administration officials, and his
associates lied or made false assertions, with the plurality of falsehoods from Trump himself, whether unintentional or not, to the
public, Congress, or authorities, per a CNN analysis.[227]

Also in March 2019, following the release of Attorney General William Barr's summary of the findings of the completed special
counsel investigation, Trump tweeted: "No Collusion, No Obstruction, Complete and Total EXONERATION". However, Barr had
quoted special counsel Mueller as writing that "while this report does not conclude that the President committed a crime, it also
does not exonerate him" on whether he had committed obstruction of justice. Barr declined to bring an obstruction-of-justice
charge against the President. In testimony to Congress in May 2019, Barr said he "didn't exonerate" Trump on obstruction as
that was not the role of the Justice Department.[228][229][230]

Trump, Republicans, and many otherwise reliable sources have repeatedly and falsely claimed that Mueller found "no collusion",
even though Mueller explained that he did not investigate "collusion", only "conspiracy" and "coordination". The claim has been
described as a myth.[199]

Economy

See also: Economic policy of Donald Trump

Through his first 28 months in office, Trump repeatedly and falsely characterized the economy during his presidency as the best
in American history.[231]

As of March 2019, Trump's most repeated falsehoods, each repeated during his presidency more than a hundred times, were
that a U.S. trade deficit would be a "loss" for the country, that his tax cuts were the largest in American history, that the economy
was the strongest ever during his administration, and that the wall was being built. By August, he had made this last claim at
least 190 times. He also made 100 false claims about NATO spending, whether on the part of the U.S. or other NATO members.
[232]

Trump claimed during the campaign GDP could grow at "5 or even 6" percent under his policies. During 2018, the economy grew
at 3%, the same rate as 2015 under Obama. Obama's advisers explained growth limits as "sluggish worker productivity and
shrinking labor supply as baby boomers retire".[233]

Trump claimed in October 2017 he would eliminate the federal debt over eight years, even though it was $19 (~$23.00 in 2023)
trillion at the time.[234] However, the annual deficit (debt addition) in 2018 was nearly $800 billion, about 60% higher than the
CBO forecast of $500 billion when Trump took office. The CBO January 2019 forecast for the 2018–2027 debt addition was 40%
higher, at $13 trillion, rather than $9.4 trillion when Trump was inaugurated.[235] Other forecasts place the debt addition over a
decade at $16 trillion, bringing the total to around $35 trillion. Rather than a debt to GDP ratio in 2028 of 89% had Obama's
policies continued, CBO estimated it at 107%, assuming Trump's tax cuts for individuals are extended past 2025.[236]

Trump sought to present his economic policies as successful in encouraging businesses to invest in new facilities and create
jobs. In this effort, he took credit on several occasions for business investments that began before he became president.[237][238]

Trump repeatedly claimed that China or Chinese exporters were bearing the burden of his tariffs, not Americans, a claim
PolitiFact rated as "false".[239] Studies indicate U.S. consumers and purchasers of imports are bearing the cost and that tariffs
are essentially a regressive tax. For example, CBO reported in January 2020 that: "Tariffs are expected to reduce the level of
[U.S.] real GDP by roughly 0.5 percent and raise consumer prices by 0.5 percent in 2020. As a result, tariffs are also projected to
reduce average real household income by $1,277 (in 2019 dollars) in 2020."[240] While Trump has argued that tariffs would
reduce the trade deficit, it expanded to a record dollar level in 2018.[241]

Trump repeatedly claimed that the U.S. had a $500 billion annual trade deficit with China before his presidency; the actual deficit
never reached $400 billion prior to his presidency.[211]

The following table illustrates some of the key economic variables in the last three years of the Obama Administration (2014–
2016) and the first three years of the Trump Administration (2017–2019). Trump often claimed the economy was doing better
than it was, after he was elected.[233]

Variable 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

President[233] Obama Obama Obama Trump Trump Trump

Real GDP growth[242] 2.5% 3.1% 1.7% 2.3% 3.0% 2.2%

Job creation per month (000s)[243] 250 227 195 176 193 178

Unemployment rate (December)[244] 5.6% 5.0% 4.7% 4.1% 3.9% 3.5%

Inflation rate (CPI-All, Avg.)[245] 1.6% 0.1% 1.3% 2.1% 2.4% 1.8%

Real median household income $[246] $56,969 $59,901 $61,779 $62,626 $63,179 $68,703

Real wage growth %[247] 0.4% 2.2% 1.3% 0.4% 0.6% 1.3%

Mortgage rate 30-yr fixed (Avg.)[248] 4.2% 3.9% 3.7% 4.0% 4.5% 3.9%

Stock market annual % increase (SP 500)[249] 11.4% 0.7% 9.5% 19.4% 6.2% 28.9%

Budget deficit % GDP[250] 2.8% 2.4% 3.2% 3.5% 3.9% 4.6%

Number uninsured (millions)[251] 35.7 28.4 28.2 28.9 30.1 30.4

Trade deficit % GDP[252] 2.8% 2.7% 2.7% 2.8% 3.0% 2.9%

Family separation policy

For broader coverage of the policy, see Trump administration family separation policy.

President Trump repeatedly and falsely said he inherited his administration's family separation policy from Obama, his
predecessor. In November 2018, Trump said, "President Obama separated children from families, and all I did was take the
same law, and then I softened the law." In April 2019, Trump said, "President Obama separated children. They had child
separation; I was the one that changed it." In June 2019, Trump said, "President Obama had a separation policy. I didn't have it.
He had it. I brought the families together. I'm the one that put them together... I inherited separation, and I changed the plan".
Trump's assertion was false because the Obama administration had no policy systematically separating migrant families, while
"zero tolerance" was not instituted until April 2018. PolitiFact quoted immigration experts saying that under the Obama
administration families were detained and released together and separations rarely happened.[253][254][255]

E. Jean Carroll sexual assault accusation

Further information: E. Jean Carroll litigation against Donald Trump and Donald Trump sexual misconduct allegations

In June 2019, writer E. Jean Carroll accused Trump of raping her in a department store in the mid-1990s. In an official statement,
Trump said that (1) he had "never met [Carroll] in my life" although she provided a photograph of them socializing in 1987, and
(2) the store shared security footage debunking the claim though in his 2022 deposition for the case, he denied having reached
out to the company.[256][257] Trump was also criticized for saying in 2019 that Carroll was "not [his] type" but in his deposition
confusing her in the aforementioned photograph for his ex-wife Marla Maples.[258]

Article II and unlimited executive power

In July 2019, during a speech addressing youth at Turning Point USA Teen Student Action Summit in Washington, The
Washington Post reported that, while criticizing the Mueller investigation, Trump falsely claimed Article Two of the U.S.
Constitution ensures, "I have the right to do whatever I want as president." The Post clarified that "Article II grants the president
'executive power'. It does not indicate the president has total power".[259]

Hurricane Dorian

Further information: Hurricane Dorian–Alabama controversy

As Hurricane Dorian approached the Atlantic coast in August 2019, Trump presented
himself as closely monitoring the situation, tweeting extensively as The New York Times
reported he was "assuming the role of meteorologist in chief".[260] On September 1,
Trump tweeted that Alabama, among other states, "will most likely be hit (much) harder
than anticipated".[261] By that time, no forecaster was predicting Dorian would impact
Alabama and the eight National Hurricane Center forecast updates over the preceding
24 hours showed Dorian steering well away from Alabama and moving up the coast.[262]

[263] The Birmingham, Alabama office of the National Weather Service (NWS)
contradicted Trump 20 minutes later, tweeting that Alabama "will NOT see any impacts
from Dorian."[264] After ABC News reporter Jonathan Karl reported the correction, Trump
tweeted it was "Such a phony hurricane report by lightweight reporter @jonkarl".[265]

On September 4, in the Oval Office, Trump displayed a modified version of an August 29
diagram by the National Hurricane Center of the projected track of Dorian. The
modification was done with a black marker and extended the cone of uncertainty of the
hurricane's possible path into southern Alabama. Modifying government weather
forecasts is illegal in the U.S.[266][267][268] Trump was known to use a Sharpie to write on
documents, as well as speech notes and on the campaign trail.[269] A White House
official told The Washington Post Trump had altered the diagram with a Sharpie marker.
[270] Trump said he did not know how the map came to be modified and defended his
claims, saying he had "a better map" with models that "in all cases [showed] Alabama
was hit". Later on September 4, Trump tweeted a map by the South Florida Water
Management District dated August 28 showing numerous projected paths of Dorian;
Trump falsely asserted "almost all models" showed Dorian approaching Alabama.[271] A note on the map stated it was
"superseded" by National Hurricane Center publications and that it was to be discarded if there were any discrepancies.[262][272]

On September 5, after Fox News correspondent John Roberts reported about the story, Trump summoned him to the Oval
Office. Roberts later characterized Trump as "just looking for acknowledgment that he was not wrong for saying that at some
point, Alabama was at risk—even if the situation had changed by the time he issued the tweet".[273] Trump's Homeland Security
Advisor Peter Brown issued a statement asserting Trump had been provided a graphic on September 1 showing tropical storm
force winds touching the southeastern corner of Alabama; a White House source told CNN that Trump had personally instructed
Brown to issue the statement.[273]

On September 6, at Trump's direction, White House chief of staff Mick Mulvaney told Commerce secretary Wilbur Ross to order
acting NOAA administrator Neil Jacobs to fix the contradiction by Birmingham NWS, and Ross threatened to fire top NOAA
officials if he did not.[274][275] NOAA then tweeted a statement by an unnamed spokesman disavowing the Birmingham NWS
tweet, asserting "the information provided by NOAA and the National Hurricane Center to President Trump and the wider public
demonstrated that tropical-storm-force winds from Hurricane Dorian could impact Alabama," adding that the Birmingham tweet
"spoke in absolute terms that were inconsistent with probabilities from the best forecast products available at the time".[276][277]

The president of the NWS Employees Organization responded, "the hard-working employees of the NWS had nothing to do with
the utterly disgusting and disingenuous tweet sent out by NOAA management tonight".[278] Former senior NOAA executives were
sharply critical.[279] That evening, Trump tweeted a video of a CNN hurricane forecast from the Wednesday before his Sunday
tweet in which the forecaster mentioned Alabama could be affected by Dorian—with the video altered to show "Alabama" being
repeated several times; the video ended with a CNN logo careening off a road and bursting into flames.[280] Trump continued to
insist he was correct through September 7,[281] asserting "The Fake News Media was fixated" and tweeting forecast maps from
at least two days before his original Sunday tweet, as the media dubbed the episode "Sharpiegate".[282][283][284] Commentators
expressed bafflement that Trump chose to insist he was correct about what might otherwise have passed as a minor gaffe.[291]

On September 9, NWS director Louis Uccellini said the Birmingham NWS had not tweeted in response to Trump's tweet, but in
response to phone calls and social media contacts they had received in response to Trump's tweet. "Only later, when the
retweets and politically based comments started coming to their office, did they learn the sources of this information," he said.
[292]

Meeting with Iran

On September 16, 2019, Trump tweeted that "the fake news" was incorrectly reporting that he was willing to meet with Iran with
no pre-conditions. Trump had said in July 2018 and June 2019 that he was willing to meet with Iran with no pre-conditions, and
secretary of state Mike Pompeo and treasury secretary Steven Mnuchin confirmed this to be Trump's position during a White
House press briefing five days before Trump's tweet.[293]

U.S military pullout from Kurdistan

After Trump ordered the pullout of U.S soldiers from Kurdistan in October 2019 ahead of an expected Turkish military assault,
Trump said the Kurds "didn't help us in the Second World War", which was false as Kurdish soldiers fought for allied forces,
notably Britain and the Soviet Union.[294][295]

Obamagate conspiracy theory

Main article: Allegations of Obama spying on Trump

Trump and some of his supporters allege that Obama and his administration conspired to politically surveil Trump's presidential
campaign and presidential transition through inappropriate investigations by the Department of Justice, the U.S. Intelligence
Community, and the U.S. Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court. Trump nicknamed the series of events, which he called a
major scandal, "Obamagate". Trump's critics called it an unfounded conspiracy theory.[296][297][298][299]

On May 10, 2020—one day after former president Barack Obama criticized the Trump administration's handling of the COVID-19
pandemic[300]—Trump posted a one-word tweet: "OBAMAGATE!"[301] On May 11, Philip Rucker of The Washington Post asked
Trump what crime former president Barack Obama committed. Trump's reply was: "Obamagate. It's been going on for a long
time ... from before I even got elected and it's a disgrace that it happened.... Some terrible things happened and it should never
be allowed to happen in our country again." When Rucker again asked what the crime was, Trump said: "You know what the
crime is. The crime is very obvious to everybody. All you have to do is read the newspapers, except yours."[302] On May 15,
Trump tweeted that Obamagate was the "greatest political scandal in the history of the United States". This was the third time
Trump claimed to be suffering from a scandal of such magnitude, after previously giving Spygate and the Russia investigation
similar labels.[303] Also on May 15, Trump linked Obamagate to the "persecution" of Michael Flynn, and a missing 302 form.[304]

Trump called for Congress to summon Obama to testify about "the biggest political crime".[305] Senator Lindsey Graham, chair of
the Senate Judiciary Committee, said that he did not expect to summon Obama, but would summon other Obama administration
officials.[306] Meanwhile, Attorney General William Barr stated that he did not "expect" Obama to be investigated of a crime.[305]

Some of Trump's allies have suggested that the "crime" involved the FBI launching an investigation into incoming national
security advisor Michael Flynn,[307] or possibly the "unmasking" by outgoing Obama officials to find out the name of a person
who was reported in intelligence briefings to be conversing with the Russian ambassador.[308]

In a May 2020 op-ed at the news website RealClearPolitics, Charles Lipson, professor emeritus of political science at the
University of Chicago analyzed the content of "Obamagate". He claimed that the concept refers to three intertwined scandals: (1)
The Obama administration conducted mass surveillance through the NSA; (2) the Obama administration used surveillance
against Trump's 2016 presidential campaign, and (3) the Obama administration did not transfer power seamlessly to the new
Trump administration. Lipson further claimed that "these abuses didn't simply follow each other; their targets, goals, and principal
players overlapped. Taken together, they represent some of the gravest violations of constitutional norms and legal protections in
American history".[309]

The AP in May 2020 addressed Obamagate in a fact check, stating that there was "no evidence" of Trump's suggestion that "the
disclosure of Flynn's name as part of legal U.S. surveillance of foreign targets was criminal and motivated by partisan politics."
AP stated that there is not only "nothing illegal about unmasking," but also that the unmasking of Flynn was approved using the
National Security Agency's "standard process." Unmasking is allowed if officials feel that it is needed to understand the collected
intelligence. AP further pointed out that the Trump administration was conducting even more unmasking than the Obama
administration in the final year of Obama's presidency.[310] In May 2020, attorney general Bill Barr appointed federal prosecutor
John Bash to examine unmasking conducted by the Obama administration.[311] The inquiry concluded in October with no
findings of substantive wrongdoing.[312] By October 2020, the complex "Obamagate" narrative served as an evolution and
rebranding of the "Spygate" conspiracy.[313]

Joe Scarborough murder conspiracy theory

Trump repeatedly advocated a baseless conspiracy theory suggesting that television host Joe Scarborough was involved in the
2001 death of a staffer Lori Klausutis, who worked for Scarborough while the latter was a member of Congress.[314] Trump
labeled the woman's death an unsolved "cold case" in one of multiple tweets and called on his followers to continue to "keep
digging" and to "use forensic geniuses" to find out more about the death. Scarborough's wife and Morning Joe co-host Mika
Brzezinski called the president a "cruel, sick, disgusting person" for his tweets and urged Twitter to remove Trump's tweets.[315]

Scarborough called Trump's tweet "unspeakably cruel".[316]

Lori Klausutis was a constituent services coordinator in one of Scarborough's congressional offices in Fort Walton Beach,
Florida.[314] Klausutis was found dead on the floor near her desk in that office on July 19, 2001.[317] An autopsy by Medical
Examiner Dr. Michael Berkland[318] revealed a previously undiagnosed heart-valve irregularity, floppy mitral valve disease, that
caused a cardiac arrhythmia that in turn halted her heart, stopped her breathing, and caused the 28-year-old to lose
consciousness, fall, and hit her head on the edge of a desk.[317][319][320][321] Klausutis' cause of death was determined at the
time of death to be due to natural causes, and local authorities have never attempted to re-investigate because there was no
evidence of an alternative explanation for her death.[322] Scarborough was in Washington, D.C. at the time of her death in
Florida.[323][324][325]

In May 2020, Klausutis's widower, Timothy Klausutis, called for the removal of Trump's tweets. He wrote a letter to Jack Dorsey,
the CEO of Twitter, saying: "I'm asking you to intervene in this instance because the President of the United States has taken
something that does not belong to him—the memory of my dead wife—and perverted it for perceived political gain".[326] Twitter
refused to take down Trump's false tweets, and the White House Press Secretary, Kayleigh McEnany, only stated that her heart
was with the family. Twitter stated that statements by the President, even false ones, are newsworthy.[327]

Advances for black Americans

In 2020, Trump claimed multiple times that he or his administration had "done more for the black community than any president,"
in some cases compared to all presidents, and in other cases to all presidents "since Abraham Lincoln" (who abolished slavery
in the U.S.). Prominent historians instead pointed to Lyndon B. Johnson as the president who did most for the black community
since Lincoln, for his Civil Rights Act of 1964 and his Voting Rights Act of 1965. The historians also highlighted that the
presidencies of Harry Truman, Ulysses S. Grant, Franklin D. Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy, and Barack Obama had done much
for the black community. Trump's own achievements were dismissed as minor, while Trump was faulted for racially divisive
rhetoric and attacks on voting rights.[328]

Republican Party approval rating tweets

After Trump took office in 2017, he routinely tweeted an approval rating between 94% and 98%
in the Republican Party without citing a source. Trump tweeted these approval ratings almost
weekly, with a percentage around 96%. For example, a tweet from June 16, 2020, by Trump
says "96% Approval Rating in the Republican Party. Thank you!" Another tweet from August
23, 2019, says "94% Approval Rating within the Republican Party. Thank you!" Trump's
approval rating in the Republican Party was found to be around 88% in a Fox News poll, 90%
in a Gallup poll and 79% in an AP-NORC poll, with no evidence to support his tweets of
approval ratings around 96%.[330][331][332] In 2020, the Pew Research Center reported an
average approval rating of 87% amongst Republicans.[333]

Ilhan Omar

In 2019, Trump falsely accused Ilhan Omar of praising al-Qaeda, describing remarks Omar made in 2013 about how one of her
college professors acted when he discussed al-Qaeda.[334] In 2021, Trump stated without evidence that Omar married her
brother, committed "large-scale immigration and election fraud", and wished "death to Israel".[335]

COVID-19 pandemic

Further information: COVID-19 pandemic in the United States, COVID-19 misinformation by the United States § Trump
administration, and Communication of the Trump administration during the COVID-19 pandemic

Trump denied responsibility for his administration's disbanding of the
Pandemic Response Team headed by Rear Adm. R. Timothy Ziemer in
2018.[341][342]

Trump made false, misleading, or inaccurate statements related to the
COVID-19 pandemic, such as "We have it under control. It's going to be
just fine" (January 22, 2020); "Looks like by April, you know, in theory,
when it gets a little warmer, it miraculously goes away" (February 10), and
"Anybody that wants a test can get a test" (March 6).[343] Trump
repeatedly claimed the pandemic would "go away", even as daily new
cases rose.[344]

On February 24, Trump tweeted: "The Coronavirus is very much under
control in the USA,"[345] and the next day Trump said, "I think that whole
situation will start working out. We're very close to a vaccine," when none
was known to be near production.[346][347][348][349] In late February, the
Trump Administration stated that the outbreak containment was "close to
airtight" and the virus is only as deadly as the seasonal flu.[350] The
administration also stated that the outbreak was "contained" in early March
even as the number of U.S. cases continued to increase, regardless of
being publicly challenged.[351][352][353][354]

While on Fox News, Trump contradicted the World Health Organization
(WHO) estimate that the global mortality rate for SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus
is 3.4%, saying. "Well, I think the 3.4 percent is really a false number—and
this is just my hunch—but based on a lot of conversations with a lot of
people that do this, because a lot of people will have this and it's very mild,
they'll get better very rapidly. They don't even see a doctor. They don't
even call a doctor. You never hear about those people," and said his
"hunch" is that the real figure is "way under 1%". Trump speculated that
"thousands or hundreds of thousands" of people might have recovered
"by, you know, sitting around and even going to work—some of them go to
work but they get better," contradicting medical advice to slow disease
transmission.[355][356][357][358][359] On March 17, Trump stated, "I felt it was
a pandemic long before it was called a pandemic."[360]

Anthony Fauci, director of National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases, explained in a Science interview that before press conferences,
the task force presents its consensus to Trump "and somebody writes a
speech. Then (Trump) gets up and ad libs".[361] Fauci explained the task
force told Trump to "be careful about this and don't say that," Fauci added
"I can't jump in front of the microphone and push him down. OK, he said it.
Let's try and get it corrected for the next time."[361]

Trump made 33 false claims about Covid in the first two weeks of March,
per CNN analysis.[362] Trump made other incorrect Covid statements.[363]

[364] One false claim was that the U.S. had the highest rate per capita of
COVID-19 testing, which it did not, compared to South Korea, Italy, and
Germany.[365] Trump's misrepresentations attempted to paint the federal
response in an excessively positive light, such as claiming hospitals "even in the really hot spots" were "really thrilled" with the
level of medical supplies, when in fact hospitals were concerned about shortages of medications, personal protective equipment,
and ventilators.[366]

An NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll conducted in April,[367] found 36% of Americans trusted Trump for information on COVID,
and 52% distrusted him.[368] On April 14, Trump said he had "total" authority to reopen states, then said the next day that
governors had to make decisions on when to reopen.[369]

On April 16, Trump said "Our experts say the curve has flattened, and the peak...is behind us." Trump added that "Nationwide,
more than 850 counties, or nearly 30 percent of our country, have reported no new cases in the last seven days." The 30% of
counties represented 6% of the population. Cases were added in counties where 94% of the population lived.[370]

On April 28, while discussing his own response to the pandemic, Trump falsely suggested that in late February, Fauci had said
that the American COVID outbreak was "no problem" and was "going to blow over". Contrary to Trump's claims, Fauci had said
in a February 29 interview that "now the risk is still low, but this could change...You've got to watch out because although the risk
is low now...when you start to see community spread, this could change and force you to become much more attentive to doing
things that would protect you from spread ... this could be a major outbreak." Fauci had stressed "we want to underscore that this
is an evolving situation".[371]

On May 19, Trump tweeted a statement claiming the WHO had ignored credible
reports of the virus spreading in Wuhan in December 2019, including from The
Lancet.[377][378] The Lancet rejected Trump's claims, saying "The Lancet
published no report in December 2019, referring to a virus or outbreak in Wuhan
or anywhere else in China. The first reports the journal published were on
January 24, 2020".[377][378] The Lancet wrote that the allegations Trump made
against the WHO were "serious and damaging to efforts to strengthen
international cooperation to control this pandemic".[377][378] The Lancet said "It is
essential that any review of the global response is based on a factually accurate
account of what took place in December and January".[377][378]

On June 20, at a rally in Oklahoma, Trump suggested America should slow
down testing. In response to the high number of tests, he said that "When you
do testing to that extent, you're going to find more people, you're going to find
more cases, so I said to my people, 'Slow the testing down, please.'" White
House officials claimed that Trump was only joking. In an interview, Trump said
that while he never gave an order to slow down testing, he claimed that if the
U.S. slowed down the testing, they would look like they're doing better. "I
wouldn't do that," he said, "but I will say this: We do so much more than other
countries it makes us, in a way, look bad but actually we're doing the right thing."
The percentage of positive cases in the U.S. was over two times higher than
recommended by the WHO.[379][380][381]

On July 4, 2020, Trump falsely stated that "99 percent" of cases are "totally
harmless".[373][382] Trump contradicted public health experts by saying that the
U.S. will "likely have a therapeutic and/or vaccine solution long before the end of
the year".[382] FDA commissioner Stephen Hahn declined to state whether
Trump's "99 percent" statement was accurate or to say how many cases are
harmless.[382] In March 2020, the WHO had estimated 15% of COVID cases
become severe and 5% become critical.[383][needs update]

As the U.S. daily new case count increased from about 20,000 on June 9 to over
50,000 by July 7, Trump repeatedly insisted the increase was a function of
increased COVID-19 testing.[384] Trump's claims were contradicted by the fact
states having increased case counts, as well as those having decreased case
counts, had increased testing, that the positive test rate increased in all ten
states with the largest case increases, and that case rate increases consistently
exceeded testing rate increases in states with the most new cases.[384]

On August 5, 2020, Trump asserted that children should go back to school and
learn in an in-person setting. He said, "If you look at children, children are almost, I would almost say definitely, but almost
immune from this disease. So few. Hard to believe. I don't know how you feel about it but they have much stronger immune
systems than we do somehow for this. They don't have a problem." According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, children account for about 7% of COVID cases. A study reported in Science Magazine showed that "children under
age 14 are between one-third and one-half as likely as adults to contract the virus." Facebook took action against Trump's claim
that children are "almost immune," removing a video of him claiming this posted on his account. Twitter took action against a
similar tweet made by Trump's campaign, stating the account would be restricted from tweeting until the tweet was removed. The
account removed the tweet that day.[385][386][387]

Trump noted New Zealand's success in dealing with COVID while referring on August 18, 2020, to a "big surge in New Zealand"
[388]—on a day when New Zealand had 13 new reported cases, a cumulative total of 1,643 COVID cases and a cumulative total
of 22 COVID-related deaths, with no new COVID-related deaths reported since May 2020. Commentators in New Zealand called
Trump's terminology into question—Deputy Prime Minister Winston Peters noted: "The American people can work out that what
we have for a whole day, they have every 22 seconds of the day [...]."[389] (New Zealand has a population about 1.5% of the U.S.
[390])

In 18 interviews from December 5, 2019, to July 21, 2020, between Trump and Bob Woodward, Trump admitted he deceived the
public about the severity of the pandemic. On February 7, he told Woodward, "This is deadly stuff. You just breathe the air and
that's how it's passed. And so that's a very tricky one. That's a very delicate one. It's also more deadly than even your strenuous
flu." On March 19, he said, "I wanted to always play it down. I still like playing it down, because I don't want to create a panic."
Audio recordings of these interviews were released on September 9, 2020.[391][392][393][394]

Legal analyst Glenn Kirschner argued that Trump should be charged with manslaughter for deaths resulting from him
intentionally lying to the public about the danger posed by COVID.[395][396]

The military and veterans

In 2014, a bipartisan initiative for veterans' healthcare, led by Senators Bernie Sanders and John McCain, was signed into law by
President Barack Obama. The Veterans Choice program enables eligible veterans to receive government funding for healthcare
provided outside the VA system. In 2018, Trump signed the VA MISSION Act to expand the eligibility criteria. Over the next two
years, Trump falsely claimed over 150 times that he had created the Veterans Choice program itself. When reporter Paula Reid
questioned him about this in August 2020, noting that he repeatedly made a "false statement" in taking credit for the program,
Trump abruptly walked out of the news conference.[397]

In a speech given at Al Asad Airbase to US military personnel on Christmas 2018,[398] Trump boasted that the military had not
gotten a raise in ten years, and that he would be giving them a raise of over 10 percent. In fact, American military personnel
received a pay hike of at least one percent for the past 30 years,[399] got a 2.4 percent pay increase in 2018, and would receive a
2.6 percent pay increase for 2019.[400]

On January 3, 2020, Trump stated in a speech "Last night, at my direction, the United States military successfully executed a
flawless precision strike that killed the number-one terrorist anywhere in the world, Qasem Soleimani."[401] Trump's act of
changing the reasons for killing Soleimani were questioned and analyzed by fact-checkers, and Secretary of Defense Mark
Esper contradicted Trump's claim that the Iranians were planning to attack four embassies.[402]

Voting by mail

President Trump repeatedly made false, misleading or
baseless claims in his criticism of voting by mail in the U.S.
This included claims that other countries would print "millions
of mail-in ballots", claims that "80 million unsolicited ballots"
were being sent to Americans, and claims that Nevada's
presidential election process was "100% rigged".[404] Another
claim was alleging massive voter fraud. In September 2020,
FBI Director Christopher A. Wray, who was appointed by
Trump, testified under oath that the FBI had "not seen,
historically, any kind of coordinated national voter fraud effort
in a major election, whether it's by mail or otherwise".[405]

2020 presidential election

Further information: Attempts to overturn the 2020 United States presidential election, Big lie § Donald Trump's false claims
of a stolen election, and Republican reactions to Donald Trump's claims of 2020 election fraud

During his 2020 presidential campaign, Trump claimed his opponent Joe Biden
would "destroy" Americans' "protections for pre-existing conditions",[408] while
Trump's administration has said the entire Affordable Care Act, which created
such protections, should be struck down.[409]

On November 4, Trump delivered a speech inside the White House falsely
claiming he had already won the 2020 presidential election. He made numerous
false and misleading statements to support his belief that vote counting should
stop and that he should be confirmed as the winner.[410] After Joe Biden was
declared the winner of the election, Trump repeatedly and falsely claimed Biden
had won through ballot fraud against him.[411] He repeated and tweeted false
and misleading claims about vote counting, Dominion Voting Systems, poll
watchers, alleged voting irregularities, and more.[412] During the two-month
transition period to the Biden administration, according to a Huffington Post count of
his false claims, Trump said the election was rigged (he made this claim 68 times),
stolen (35 times), determined by fraudulent or miscounted votes (250 times), and
affected by malfunctioning voting machines (45 times).[413]

Following the election, Trump continued to claim he had won it[414] and that it was a
rigged election.[415][416] Anthony Scaramucci, a longtime Trump associate who was
briefly White House communications director before breaking with Trump, said in July 2022 that the former president knew the
election had not been stolen. Scaramucci said that during the 2016 campaign Trump had asked him and others why people
didn't realize he was playacting and 'full of it' at least half the time, "so he knows that this is all a lie."[417] Years later, Trump
persists in the false claim about the 2020 election. For example, on August 29, 2022, he demanded on Truth Social that the
nation "declare the rightful winner or ... have a new Election, immediately!"[418]

In October 2022, a U.S. District Court Judge ruled that Trump and allies participated in a "knowing misrepresentation of voter
fraud numbers in Georgia when seeking to overturn the election results in federal court". Specifically, the judge wrote that
"President Trump knew that the specific numbers of voter fraud were wrong but continued to tout those numbers, both in court
and to the public". The judge also found that related emails "are sufficiently related to and in furtherance of a conspiracy to
defraud the United States" that the crime-fraud exemption voids Trump's lawyer's claim of attorney–client privilege.[419][420]

On April 25, 2023, CNN reported that Trump had told a new lie about the 2020 election: "Trump pointedly noted that Biden got
more votes than Trump in fewer than a fifth of US counties in 2020. Trump then said, 'Nothing like this has ever happened
before. Usually, it's very equal, or—but the winner always had the most counties.'" The statement was described as "complete
bunk". Both "Barack Obama in 2008 and 2012 and Bill Clinton in 1992 and 1996, carried a minority of counties in each of their
victories." William H. Frey, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution, explained the facts:

There is nothing suspicious about winning the presidency with a smaller number of counties. Counties vary widely in
size, with large urban and suburban counties—areas where Biden did best—housing far larger populations than most of
the outer suburb, small town and rural counties that Trump won.[421]

On July 18, 2023, when responding to Sean Hannity at a town hall meeting in Iowa, Trump told a new lie: "I also have to say
something else, 'cause the one thing a lot of people, including you, don't talk about: they also create phony ballots, and that's a
real problem. That's my opinion. They create a lot of phony ballots." The claim was described as "pure fiction".[422]

January 6 attack

See also: January 6 United States Capitol attack § Aftermath

During the January 6, 2021, attack, minutes after Mike Pence had been rushed off the
Senate floor, Trump tweeted that "Mike Pence didn't have the courage" to refuse to
certify the election results, implying Pence had the Constitutional power to do so—a
claim dismissed by the federal judges in the final two of 62 election-related lawsuits.
[425]

In a January 7, 2021, White House video, Trump claimed, falsely, that he had
"immediately deployed the National Guard and federal law enforcement to secure the
building and expel the intruders".[426]

Among outtakes for the January 7 video that were shown on July 21, 2022, by the
House Select Committee, Trump remarked, "I don't want to say the election's over. I
just want to say Congress has certified the results without saying the election's over,
OK?"[427]

In late March 2021, Trump said the rioters "were ushered in by the police"[428][426] and
"They showed up just to show support",[426] which is false in view of the 140 assaults
on police officers in hours-long battles involving police engaging in hand-to-hand
combat to try to keep rioters out of the building.[428]

At a July 7, 2021, news conference, Trump claimed "the person that shot Ashli Babbitt
right through the head, just boom. There was no reason for that"; in fact, Babbitt was
shot in the shoulder as she tried to enter an area of the Capitol used to evacuate
lawmakers[426] and was within sight of lawmakers being evacuated.[429]

In a July 11, 2021, interview on Fox News, Trump called the events of January 6 a "lovefest" and said that it was "not right" that
the rioters were "currently incarcerated"—conflicting with his January 7 statement telling rioters, "You will pay."[426]

In an interview that aired on December 1, 2021, Trump said "hundreds and hundreds of thousands of people" had gathered to
hear him speak on the day of the January 6, 2021 attack on the Capitol, saying "I think it was the largest crowd I've ever spoken
before";[430] the Associated Press reported it as "several thousand."[431] Investigators estimated that "more than 2,000 people"
entered the Capitol.[432]

On December 10, 2021, Trump told Fox News that the attack was "a protest" and that "the insurrection took place on November
3" (election day),[428][433] while in fact about 140 police officers were assaulted and the peaceful transfer of power was violently
interrupted in an attack that involved thousands of alleged crimes, and the election was neither rigged nor fraudulent.[428] Trump
also said to Fox News of his January 6 speech that "if you look at my words and what I said in the speech, they were extremely
calming, actually", while in fact his speech proclaimed that "we fight like hell. And if you don't fight like hell, you're not going to
have a country anymore."[433]

On December 21, 2021, Trump made a statement calling the attack a "completely unarmed protest".[428] Former White House
aide Cassidy Hutchinson subsequently testified before the House January 6 committee that the Secret Service had warned
Trump on January 6 that protestors were carrying weapons,[434] but that Trump demanded that the magnetometers—used to
detect metallic weapons—be disabled, so that more supporters would fill the rally space.[435] When warned, Trump is said to
have angrily responded:

I don't fucking care that they have weapons, they're not here to hurt me. They're not here to hurt me. Take the fucking
mags away. Let my people in. They can march to the Capitol from here, let the people in and take the mags away.[434]

Some protestors were armed with guns, stun guns, knives, batons, baseball bats, axes, and chemical sprays. In January 2022,
the Justice Department made an official statement that over 75 people had been charged with entering a restricted area with "a
dangerous or deadly weapon".[428]

In a February 5, 2022, rally, Trump said that if he runs again in 2024, "we will treat those people from January 6 fairly... And if it
requires pardons, we will give them pardons. Because they are being treated so unfairly"[436]—the claim of unfairness being
unsupported by evidence.[437] Trump's claim echoed his September 16, 2021, written statement that "Our hearts and minds are
with the people being persecuted so unfairly relating to the January 6th protest concerning the Rigged Presidential Election".[438]
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Declassification of documents
      There doesn't have to be a process, as I
understand it. You're the president of the
United States, you can declassify just by
saying it's declassified, even by thinking
about it. ... In other words, when I left the
White House, they were declassified."

Donald Trump on September 21, 2022
Interview with Fox News[450]

To sow election doubt, Trump
escalated use of "rigged election" and
"election interference" statements in
advance of the 2024 election
compared to the previous two elections
—the statements described as part of
a "heads I win; tails you cheated"
rhetorical strategy.[462]

...not our problem
      When people talk about global warming,
I say the ocean is going to go down 100th of
an inch within the next 400 years. That's not
our problem.

— Presidential candidate Donald Trump,
September 2024[488]

Trump's opposition to wind power
involves repeated claims that
"windmills" "kill the birds",[489] but cats
in the U.S. actually kill on the order of
10,000 times as many birds as wind
turbines.[490]

Though Trump repeatedly promoted his 2024
victory as a mandate—to inflate the actual degree of
voter support—he failed to receive 50% of the
popular vote.[576] His 1.5 percentage point margin of
victory in 2024 (shown in chart) place it in only the
20th percentile of presidential elections since 1828.
[577]

A house in Goffstown, New
Hampshire displays a sign endorsing
Kamala Harris in the 2024 Presidential
Election which parodies "Make
America Great Again" as "Make Lying
Wrong Again" in response to Trump's
record of misinformation.
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content into sub-articles, condensing it, or adding subheadings. Please discuss this issue
on the article's talk page. (September 2024)

2021 California gubernatorial recall election
Before the 2021 California gubernatorial recall election, Trump claimed without evidence that the election was "probably rigged"
and said, "Does anybody really believe the California recall election isn't rigged?"[439][440] After polls closed, he said there was
"rigged voting".[441]

COVID-19 healthcare discrimination against white people
In reference to a New York policy that allows race to be a consideration when dispensing oral antiviral treatments, Trump lied at
a rally that white people don't get the vaccine and "have to go to the back of the line" for COVID-19 care.[442][443]

Spygate conspiracy theory
In a new iteration of the Spygate conspiracy theory,[444] in February 2022, Trump falsely[445] claimed Hillary Clinton spied on him
during the Russia investigation.[446][447]

Drop boxes in the 2020 presidential election in Wisconsin
Following a Wisconsin Supreme Court ruling declaring ballot drop boxes illegal, Trump claimed this ruling retroactively applies to
the 2020 presidential election in Wisconsin.[448] He also suggested he was the legitimate winner of that election.[449]

Federal prosecution (government documents case)
Main article: Federal prosecution of Donald Trump (government documents case)

Following the FBI search of Mar-a-Lago in August 2022, Trump made false,
misleading, unsubstantiated, and contradictory claims about the investigation
into his handling of classified material. Among these, he suggested, without
evidence, that President Biden played a role in the search, the FBI planted
evidence, the search was unnecessary, and the classified documents in his
possession were already declassified. He stated that as a US president, he was
not required to follow the prescribed legal process, but could simply declassify
them just "by thinking about it",[451][452] and "because you're sending it to Mar-a-
Lago or wherever you're sending it. There doesn't have to be a process. There
can be a process, but there doesn't have to be."[453]

On June 8, 2023, a grand jury indicted Trump. The 37th count was for "False
statements and representations", specifically alleging that Trump hid documents from his own attorney, Evan Corcoran. The
government had subpoenaed Trump for any classified documents he might have, so Corcoran searched the boxes for
documents with classified markings. Because Trump deliberately misled him, Corcoran drafted a "sworn certification" that all
subpoenaed documents had been returned, and another attorney, Christina Bobb, provided it to "the grand jury and the FBI".[22]

On June 27, 2023, responding to the revelation that in 2021 he showed off a classified document and told the writers in the room
to "look" at it, Trump described his own audiotaped words as "bravado, if you want to know the truth... I was talking and just
holding up papers... but I had no documents."[454]

Federal prosecution (2020 election case)
Main article: Federal prosecution of Donald Trump (2020 election case)

The August 1, 2023 indictment listed 21 election-related lies Trump told.[23]

Claim of intervening in 2018 Florida vote count
On November 10, 2022, Trump alleged that Democrats had perpetrated "ballot theft" four years earlier in the Florida
gubernatorial election. He claimed that, as president, he had intervened to support Republican candidate Ron DeSantis over his
Democratic rival Andrew Gillum. "I sent in the FBI and the U.S. Attorneys," Trump claimed, when it seemed that DeSantis had
been "running out of the votes necessary to win." Trump said he had thereby "fixed" the DeSantis campaign. Gillum filed in court
to demand further information from Trump, as it sounded like an admission of wrongdoing; meanwhile, Florida's Broward County
elections office denied that any such thing had happened during the 2018 election.[455] The FBI said in March 2023 that it had no
records to support Trump's claim.[456]

2022 announcement speech
On November 15, 2022, almost two years in advance of the 2024 election, Trump announced his candidacy for a second term as
president.[457][458][459] His announcement speech at Mar-a-Lago was "full of exaggerated and false talking points"[457] and at
least "20 false and misleading claims",[458] uttering the first inaccurate claim "about two minutes in and a few minutes later,
tick(ing) off at least four hyperbolic claims about his own accomplishments".[459] The New York Times Fact Check stated that "Mr.
Trump repeated many familiar exaggerations about his own achievements, reiterated misleading attacks on political opponents
and made dire assessments that were at odds with reality."[459]

Trump's first inaccurate claim, about two minutes in, was that his administration "built the greatest economy in the history of the
world", a claim that was inaccurate even for recent American history.[459] Trump wrongly claimed Americans surrendered $85
billion worth of military equipment to the Taliban in the Afghanistan withdrawal; the Defense Department estimate was $7.1
billion, some which was rendered inoperable before the withdrawal.[458] Trump claimed that his administration "filled up" the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve but that under Biden it has been "virtually drained"; in fact, the reserve was not "virtually drained"
under Biden, and it actually contained less when Trump left office than when he took office.[458] He falsely claimed that climate
scientists "say the ocean will rise 1/8 of an inch over the next 200 to 300 years"; NOAA estimated average sea level rise along
the U.S. coastline will be 10–12 inches in the next 30 years.[458]

Speaking of border crossings by undocumented aliens, he said "I believe it's 10 million people coming in, not three or four million
people", a claim for which there is no empirical basis.[458] Likewise, his claim that the U.S.-Mexico border had been "erased"
since Biden was sworn in, was also baseless.[457] Trump falsely heralded completion of his border wall; in fact, the vast majority
of the "new" barriers reinforced or replaced existing structures, and only about 47 miles were new primary barriers along the
1,900-mile border.[459]

Trump said "I've gone decades, decades without a war, the first president to do it for that long a period"; however, he presided
over U.S. involvement in wars in Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria, and was commander-in-chief for dozens of U.S. airstrikes.[458] He
claimed that when he began his term the U.S. had jet fighters that were 48 years old (and) bombers that were 60 years old—but
not anymore"; in fact, the military continues to use B-52 bombers that are being outfitted with new Rolls-Royce engines to
prolong their life even further.[458] Trump was wrong in claiming that the U.S. takes longer than "any" country to count votes,
belied by longer times in Indonesia (more than a month in 2019), Afghanistan (five months after a September 2019 vote), and
Bosnia (weeks in fall 2022).[459]

2023 CNN town hall
During the May 10, 2023 CNN Republican Town Hall, Trump repeated his false claims about the 2020 presidential election, the
January 6 Capitol attack and his handling of classified documents. He also falsely claimed he had never met E. Jean Carroll and
that the jury in her lawsuit against him had ruled that "he didn't rape her". Trump also falsely claimed that Brazil had seen a
significant decline in gun-related violence after loosening its gun laws;[460] criminologists consulted by The Washington Post
cited an aging population, investment in policing and recessions in drug cartel conflicts as more likely explanations for the
decline.[461][460] He also promoted false claims about aid given to Ukraine for Russia's invasion, abortion and the economy
during his presidency.[460]

2024 presidential campaign
See also: Donald Trump 2024 presidential campaign and 2024 United States presidential election

During his 2024 presidential campaign, Trump has made numerous false and misleading
statements.[463][464][465] The large amount of lies and false statements have been
attributed to Trump's rhetorical style described as using the big lie and firehose of
falsehood propaganda technique.[21] During a 64 minute news conference on August 8,
2024, NPR counted Trump making over 162 "misstatements, exaggerations and outright
lies" averaging more than two per minute. They described the amount of Trump's lies as
"stunning" and "beyond the bounds of what most politicians would do".[466] CNN has
called Trump's claims a "bombardment of dishonesty" and a "campaign of relentless
lying".[467][468] The Washington Post has described Trump's speeches as a "bacchanalia
of lies and mistruths".[469]

False and misleading statements by topic

2024 presidential election

Trump has made a variety of false claims aimed at sowing doubt in the election's
integrity and setting up an election challenge should he lose the 2024 presidential election. He has repeatedly said that he can
only lose the election through cheating, that it was "unconstitutional" for the Democratic party to make Kamala Harris the
nominee, that all of the legal cases against him constitute election interference organized by Biden and Harris, and that
extensive voter fraud is occurring, including through non-citizen voting, mail-in ballots, and early voting.[470]

Immigration and crime

In March and April 2023, on several occasions, Trump claimed that all the psychiatric patients in an unnamed "South American
country" had been sent to the United States; he said he had "read a story" in which an unnamed "psychologist or psychiatrist" in
that country said all his patients had disappeared. When CNN asked the Trump campaign to substantiate this, a spokesperson
responded by providing unrelated information.[471] Trump has repeated this assertion throughout his campaign, falsely stating
that foreign leaders are deliberately emptying insane asylums to send "prisoners, murderers, drug dealers, mental patients,
terrorists" across America's southern border as migrants.[472]

Trump has made false claims of a "migrant crime wave" that are not supported by national data.[473] He claimed that "13,000
convicted murderers" had entered the U.S. during the Biden-Harris administration and "freely and openly roam" the country,
when that number is for immigrants who'd committed a variety of crimes and entered the country during several administrations,
many of whom are jailed.[474] Trump has falsely claimed that crime in several South American countries has decreased because
their leaders are sending criminals into the United States.[475] Trump has painted America as violent and crime-ridden on the
campaign trail. Trump has falsely stated that FBI statistics showing that homicides have dropped by 6% in 2022 and 13% in 2023
are "a lie".[476] Trump has repeatedly claimed that crime in America is only going up. In reality, crime is going down.[477] Trump
falsely alleged that immigrants commit crimes because they have "bad genes," invoking what science writer Daniel Vergano
describes as "the deeply dishonest scientism" of eugenics.[478]

Trump has falsely claimed America "had the most secure border" when he was President. In reality, illegal immigration was
higher than it was during both of Obama's terms.[475] Trump has falsely claimed that illegal immigration has only increased under
the Biden administration. In reality, by June 2024, illegal immigration reached a three-year low[479] and decreased to levels not
seen since September 2020 when Trump was in office.[480]

Trump has falsely claimed that 107% of jobs are taken by illegal immigrants. In reality, native-born Americans have gained more
jobs than illegal immigrants during Biden's administration.[475][481] The 107% makes no mathematical sense.[482] Research has
repeatedly found that illegal immigrants do not depress wages or take jobs from Americans.[483][484][485][486]

Trump has falsely claimed that immigrants take social security benefits and are decreasing the life of the program. In reality,
immigrants cannot take social security benefits but pay taxes, thus increasing the life of the program.[475]

The Bulwark uploaded a satirical video showing and debunking clips of Trump blaming migrants for "all problems," including
"hurricane damage, bribery prosecutions, veteran homelessness, missing pets, and, the decline of little league baseball."[487]

Global warming and climate change

Trump has "routinely" dismissed climate change.[491][492] In 2012, Trump
tweeted[493] that "global warming was created by and for the Chinese in order to
make U.S. manufacturing non-competitive".[494] In December 2013, he tweeted
that "I'm in Los Angeles and it's freezing. Global warming is a total, and very
expensive, hoax!"—conflating global climate and local weather.[491] In January
2016 Trump told Fox News that he had been joking in the China tweet, but in a
September 2016 presidential election debate he altogether denied having said
the content of the tweet.[494]

In 2018, Trump told 60 Minutes that he does not believe that climate change is a
hoax, but that "it'll change back again".[495] Similarly, during the 2020 California wildfires,
Trump assured that "It'll start getting cooler, you just watch. [...] I don't think science
knows, actually"—without justifying how he knew that things would get cooler but that
scientists did not know things would get warmer.[496] While campaigning in September
2024, Trump said, "when people talk about global warming, I say the ocean is going to
go down 100th of an inch within the next 400 years. That's not our problem";[488] in fact
the IPCC forecast in 2019 that, even with significantly lower greenhouse gas emissions,
the average sea level will rise 0.3 metres (0.98 ft) to 0.6 metres (2.0 ft) by 2100.[497]

Foreign policy

In rallies and interviews, Trump has repeatedly asserted that multiple events since the
2020 election would not have happened if he had won the election, those being the 2023 Hamas-led attack on Israel and the
2022 Russian invasion of Ukraine. Experts have stated that such events likely would still have happened even if Trump won the
2020 election. Jonathan Schanzer of the Foundation for Defense of Democracies and Natan Sachs, the director of the Center for
Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution have stated that there was no Trump-era policy that would have stopped the
Hamas attack on Israel.[498] Scholars have also estimated that Russia's invasion of Ukraine would likely still have occurred and
that Trump's statements towards NATO and Russia would likely have made an initial unified response to the Russian invasion
"implausable" and may have resulted in an early Russian victory.[499]

During his campaign speeches, Trump erroneously asserted that the Biden administration was in the process of converting U.S.
Army tanks into electrically powered vehicles.[500][501][502]

Healthcare

Trump has falsely claimed that he was responsible for lowering insulin costs to $35 for those on Medicare, and has falsely
claimed that Biden is taking credit for his accomplishment. Trump has falsely claimed that he was responsible for the VA Choice
law passed by Obama.[503]

Abortion

Trump has falsely claimed that Democratic states are passing laws to allow executing babies after birth.[504]

Roe v. Wade

At various times in 2024, Trump has claimed that everyone wanted Roe v. Wade to be overturned, including all legal scholars
and people throughout the political spectrum.[505][506][507][508][509][510] Legal scholar Kimberly Mutcherson called the assertion
"mind-numbingly false" and other legal scholars concur.[505][508][511] Similarly, many polls have shown that the majority of
Americans did not want Roe overturned.[505][507][509][511]

LGBTQ claims

Trump has falsely claimed that schools are secretly sending children to have sex-change surgeries.[512]

Indictments

On July 18, 2023, Trump said in an Iowa speech that, before he was indicted on 88 felony charges, "I didn't know practically
what a subpoena was and grand juries and all of this—now I'm like becoming an expert."[513] (He and his businesses had been
involved in over 4,000 legal cases even before he was elected president seven years earlier.)[514] He also suggested he was
facing jail time for having "sa[id] something about an election",[513] whereas the charges had to do with attempts to overturn it.

In August 2023, 27 of Trump's falsehoods about the 2020 election were listed in his Georgia indictment.[24]

Music Modernization Act

On February 11, 2024, Trump claimed on Truth Social that he "signed and was responsible" for the 2018 Music Modernization
Act.[515] Dina LaPolt, an entertainment attorney who helped advance the law, told Variety "Trump did nothing on [the] legislation
except sign it, and doesn't even know what the Music Modernization Act does."[516]

Real vs. AI-generated images

On August 7, Vice President Kamala Harris arrived at Detroit Metropolitan Airport for a rally,[517] where she was received by a
large crowd.[518] On August 11, Trump posted claims on social media that the crowd was not real, but AI-generated: "Trump (...)
made the fabricated claim that Harris had been "turned in" by an airport maintenance worker who "noticed the fake crowd
picture." He then said Harris should be "disqualified" from the 2024 election "because the creation of a fake image is ELECTION
INTERFERENCE. Anyone who does that will cheat at ANYTHING!""[519]

These claims generated responses from fact-checkers,[520] news outlets,[521] and technology-related articles debunking him,[522]

[523] eliciting opinions and discussions about Trump's mental state.[524] When later asked about these claims, while Trump did
not concede that the crowd in Michigan was real, he did not say again that the images were AI-generated: "Well, I can't say what
was there, who was there. I can only tell you about ours. We have the biggest crowds ever in the history of politics (...)"[525]

Shortly thereafter, Trump himself would post several AI-generated images and videos on social media, which showed him
dancing with Elon Musk,[526] falsely suggested that he had been endorsed by singer-songwriter Taylor Swift and her fans,[527]

and depicted Kamala Harris speaking at a communist rally; many of these images were posted ahead of the first day of the 2024
Democratic National Convention.[528] When later asked whether he was worried that Taylor Swift would sue him, Trump stated: "I
don't know anything about them, other than somebody else generated them."[529][530] Swift would later endorse Harris in the
general election.[531]

Hurricane Helene

CNN and PBS NewsHour reported in the aftermath of the September 2024 hurricane that Trump had engaged in several days of
spreading lies, distortions, disinformation and conspiracy theories about the federal response, which public officials said created
confusion and hindered recovery efforts. Among the false claims were that Biden wouldn't take calls from Georgia's governor;
that Harris had stolen Federal Emergency Management Agency funds to house undocumented migrants; that the Biden
administration was providing only $750 to people whose homes had been destroyed by the hurricane; and that no attempts had
been made to rescue people.[532][533][534]

Events

Biden vs. Trump presidential debate

On June 27, 2024, Biden and Trump debated in Atlanta. Fact-checking found that both debaters had made false or misleading
statements, with most of them adjudicated to Trump.[535]

Speech at the Republican Convention

On July 18, 2024, the fourth day of the Republican Convention (Milwaukee), Trump addressed the audience at accepting the
nomination. Fact-checking found he made several false statements.[536][537][538]

CPAC Speech

In what CNN described as a "lie-filled CPAC speech" in February 2024, Trump repeated false claims about the 2020 election and
the border wall.[539]

NABJ interview

On July 31, 2024, Trump was interviewed at the National Association of Black Journalists annual convention, in Chicago.[540]

According to fact-checkers, he made several false statements.[541][542][543]

Statements that caused special controversy were one about immigrants: "Coming from the border are millions and millions of
people that happen to be taking Black jobs," and one about Kamala Harris: "I've known her a long time indirectly, not directly very
much. And she was always of Indian heritage, and she was only promoting Indian heritage. I didn't know she was Black until a
number of years ago, when she happened to turn Black, and now she wants to be known as Black. So, I don't know, is she
Indian or is she Black?".[544][545][546] Harris has always identified as both Indian-American and Black, attended Howard
University (an historically Black university), and was a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha, a historically Black sorority.[547]

Mar-a-Lago news conference

On August 8, 2024, Trump gave a news conference at his Mar-a-Lago residence,[548] that NPR fact-checked and reported to
contain "at least 162 misstatements, exaggerations and outright lies in 64 minutes."[466] Other fact-checkers also discussed the
falsehoods.[549][550]

Two claims that drawn attention were that his January 6 crowd had been bigger than Martin Luther King Jr.'s attendance to his
"great speech,"[551][552][553] and, the story about having been in a helicopter flight with former San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown,
where Mr. Brown told him "terrible things" about Kamala Harris, and which ended in an emergency landing. It was discussed
whether Trump had confused Willie Brown with former California Governor Jerry Brown,[554][555][556] but Politico established that
the Trump's helicopter flight that ended in an emergency landing happened in 1990, having as passengers former city
councilmember and state senator from Los Angeles Nate Holden, Barbara Res, Robert Trump, and attorney Harvey Freedman.
There was no mention of Harris in that occasion.[557][558][559]

Elon Musk interview

On August 12, Elon Musk interviewed Donald Trump via X Spaces. The conversation start was delayed by technical issues; it
was listened to live by an audience calculated in more than a million people.[560][561][562] Trump's campaign claimed that a billion
people had listened to the conversation.[563]

Fact-checking found multiple and familiar false or misleading statements.[564]

Howell, Michigan speech

In a campaign speech in Howell, Michigan, on August 20, 2024, Trump falsely accused Harris of a "vicious, violent overthrow" in
replacing Biden as the Democratic presidential nominee. After Biden voluntarily resigned under political pressure, his
replacement followed Democratic Party rules and was without violence. Trump also repeated a false claim that no one was killed
in the January 6 United States Capitol attack. Trump incorrectly attributed reclassification of some state crimes to Harris (who as
Attorney General of California did not have the power to do so), including those reclassified by voters in 2014 California
Proposition 47.[565]

Harris vs. Trump presidential debate

On September 10, 2024, Harris and Trump debated in Philadelphia. During the debate, differently from what CNN did in the
previous debate with Joe Biden, the moderators fact-checked live several of Trump's claims.[566] Fact-checkers found that Trump
made many false or misleading statements, while Harris made one false and several misleading statements.[567]

Among other false claims, Trump repeated a debunked hoax spread by neo-Nazi groups,[568] right-wing politicians and media
figures that immigrants were eating pets in Springfield, Ohio.[569] Moderator David Muir debunked it again on the spot. On
September 11, Trump called into Fox & Friends and suggested ABC News should lose its broadcasting license because the
moderators fact-checked him.[570] The claim that the moderators' fact-checking demonstrated the debate was rigged against
Trump was also spread by his supporters, and itself fact-checked.[566][571][572]

On September 18, at Fox News' show Gutfeld!, Trump claimed that the debate's audience had gone "crazy" about him being
fact-checked, despite the debate having no live audience; it was unclear whether he was meaning the TV ratings or the TV
audience.[573][574][575]

Second term
The Associated Press fact-checked several of Trump's statements from his
first week in office, declaring them false and misleading.[578]

Events
Major events during Trump's second presidency that were fact-checked for
multiple falsehoods.

Inaugural statements

On January 20, 2025, Trump made his official inaugural address at the
Capitol's rotunda, unscripted second and third speeches at the Capitol
Visitor Center’s Emancipation Hall and Washington’s Capital One Arena,
concluding the day with statements to reporters at the Oval Office. News
media and fact-checkers declared Trump made multiple false and
misleading statements, mostly repetitions of falsehoods from his campaign.
[579]

Speech to a joint session of Congress

On March 4, 2025, Trump addressed a joint session of the United States Congress. News media and fact-checkers declared
Trump made multiple false and misleading statements.[580]

News conference about crime in Washington, D.C.

Main article: Declaring a Crime Emergency in the District of Columbia

On August 11, Trump held a press conference to declare a "public safety emergency," announcing the deployment of the
National Guard and other law enforcement agencies to crack down on crime and homelessness in Washington, D.C., following
the deployment of hundreds of federal law enforcement officers over the weekend.[581][582][583]

News media and fact-checkers declared that Trump made multiple false and misleading statements,[584][585][586] noting that the
rates of homicides and other violent crimes he declared were false, and there are legal issues regarding his use of the
Metropolitan Police Department of the District of Columbia and the National Guard.

The New York Times noted that a chart Trump held up comparing Washington’s homicide rate to that of eight other "capitals"
(Lagos, Nigeria, is not a capital), first appearing on Fox News and shared by JD Vance, cites outdated data and omits other
capitals with much higher murder rates. It also pointed out that Jeanine Pirro's statements about her inability to prosecute minors
were misleading and inaccurate.[587]

In the press conference, Trump talked about "a man" who quit "because he was asked to do phony numbers on crime (...) But he
was asked by the city, I guess, that we don't want to show the real numbers." [582]: min.05:37  In an August 13 post on Truth Social,
Trump wrote that "a Precinct Commander was just suspended for allegedly manipulating the Violent Crime Statistics, and the
D.C. Police Union, likewise, says the real numbers are much higher."[588]

In July 2025, NBC 4 reported that after an exchange of accusations between Michael Pulliam, the former commander of the 3rd
District, an assistant chief, the police union, and the department, the commander, who denies any wrongdoing, was placed on
paid administrative leave in mid-May. In the related interview, DC Police Union Chairman Gregg Pemberton stated that high-
ranking officers attend felony offense scenes and direct police officers "to take a report for a lesser offense," that it is "a directive
from the command staff," and he called the official crime descent numbers "preposterous." As of the publication date, the
investigation into the allegations was ongoing.[589]

In an August interview with NBC 4, Chairman Pemberton reiterated his assertions regarding crime numbers' descent, based on
the police's day-to-day experience. NBC 4 contextualized his statements, pointing out the notable 2023 crime spike, and that
crime and homicides have descended in multiple cities to rates even lower than D.C.'s. Regarding the White House's claim that
"Metro Police Department leadership are allegedly cooking the books to make crime statistics appear more favorable,"[590] NBC
4 noted that data reporting anomalies were found in just one police district.[591]

False and misleading statements by topic

Blame for start of Russo-Ukrainian War

Trump has falsely stated that Ukraine is to blame for the Russian invasion of Ukraine that started the Russo-Ukrainian War:[592]

In Mr. Trump's telling, Ukrainian leaders were at fault for the war for not agreeing to surrender territory and therefore, he
suggested, they do not deserve a seat at the table for the peace talks that he has just initiated with Mr. Putin. 'You
should have never started it,' Mr. Trump said, referring to Ukrainian leaders who, in fact, did not start it. 'You could have
made a deal.'

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky rebutted that claim and accused Trump of spreading disinformation:[593]

"I would like to have more truth with the Trump team," Mr. Zelensky told reporters in Kyiv during a broader discussion
about the administration, which this week opened peace talks with Russia that excluded Ukraine. Mr. Zelensky said that
the U.S. president was "living in a disinformation space" and in a "circle of disinformation."

Peter Baker of The New York Times described how Trump has never uttered "one word of reproach for Mr. Putin or for Russia".
He also debunked other false claims by Trump:[592]

As he often does, Mr. Trump flavored his comments with multiple false claims. Among them, he said that the United
States has contributed three times as much aid to Ukraine since the war started as Europe has. In fact, according to the
Kiel Institute for the World Economy, Europe has allocated $138 billion compared with $119 billion from the United
States.

Jeffrey Epstein hoax

On July 12, 2025, during the controversy related to Jeffrey Epstein's client list, Trump posted on Truth Social in defense of Pam
Bondi's handling of the case, stating that the file had been "written by Obama, Crooked Hillary, Comey, Brennan, and the Losers
and Criminals of the Biden Administration, who conned the World with the Russia, Russia, Russia Hoax, 51 “Intelligence”
Agents, “THE LAPTOP FROM HELL;”" he compared the "Epstein Files" to the Steele dossier declaring both as "FAKE," and
requested MAGA to "not waste Time and Energy on Jeffrey Epstein, somebody that nobody cares about."[594] Trump's post was
not well received by his supporters.[595][596][597]

On July 16, he posted again on the subject, declaring it was a "totally fake and made up story" created by Democrats, and
stating: "Their new SCAM is what we will forever call the Jeffrey Epstein Hoax," a label he continued to use thereafter.[598]

Trump's labelling of the Jeffrey Epstein case as a hoax made up by Democrats was declared as a falsehood by the media.[599]

On the July 17 episode of Morning Joe, Joe Scarborough noted that Trump supporters have been the ones talking about the
case "for years," that it has been "almost a foundational belief for MAGA," and that Trump calling it a Democratic hoax, "it's just
not true." Willie Geist noted the case existed and asked, "What part of this is a hoax?" Clips of Charlie Kirk, Benny Johnson, and
Alex Jones, along with a tweet by Michael Flynn, were featured, calling for transparency regarding the case. Scarborough noted
that Trump's false claim makes other claims of his dubious, and it is a baffling strategy.[600]

Uncle's acquaintance with Ted Kaczynski

On July 15, 2025, Trump spoke at an "Energy and Innovation" event in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. During discussion of artificial
intelligence,[601][602] Trump professed to the intelligence of his uncle Prof. John G. Trump with a false anecdote of Prof. Trump
teaching Ted Kaczynski (who he commented "very little difference between a madman and a genius")[602] at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, and their supposed reaction to Kaczynski's identification as the Unabomber; this is impossible as John
Trump died in 1985, a decade before Kaczynski was identified as the Unabomber and arrested in 1996. Kaczynski was an
alumnus of Harvard University and the University of Michigan, having never attended MIT, a fact confirmed by MIT in response to
Donald Trump's claim. Kaczynski could not contest Trump's claim, having himself died in 2023.[601][602] Trump also miscredited
his uncle as having university degrees "in nuclear, chemical, and math"; Prof. Trump actually had a Bachelor of Science and
Doctor of Science in electrical engineering, and a Master of Science in physics.[601]

Alleged apology from Tucker Carlson

On June 13, 2025, Tucker Carlson accused Trump of having been "complicit" in Israel's attack on Iran. Five days later, Trump
told White House reporters that Carlson "called and apologized the other day because he thought he had said things that were a
little bit too strong, and I appreciate that." However, when (in an interview that aired July 19), a German journalist asked Carlson
if this was true, Carlson denied having made any such phone call or apology.[603]

Reducing drug prices

On July 22, 2025, Trump posted to social media: "We’re gonna get the drug prices down. Not 30% or 40% ... we’re gonna get
them down 1,000%, 600%, 500%, 1,500%." Reducing the price of something more than 100% would mean that the seller pays
the buyer.[604]

Firing of Erika McEntarfer

See also: Bureau of Labor Statistics § Firing of Commissioner McEntarfer, and Erika McEntarfer § Firing by Donald Trump

On July 31, 2025, Trump issued an executive order imposing tariffs on imports from many of America's trading partners. On
August 1, the Bureau of Labor Statistics released its monthly report on job creation, indicating that only 73,000 jobs were added
in July, significantly below the expected 115,000. Additionally, revisions reduced 258,000 jobs from the May and June reports,
increasing the unemployment rate to 4.2%.[605][606] Maria Bartiromo delivered the news live on Mornings with Maria; the panel
members elaborated on the likely reasons for those results and possible ways to address the issues.[607]

Officials such as Stephen Miran,[605] Karoline Leavitt,[608] and Secretary of Labor Lori Chavez-DeRemer[609] sought to explain
the report's results and to reassure the public on the grounds that the weak performance was tied to the fate of Trump's domestic
spending legislation and the outcome of the tariff policy. They said that as Congress had passed the One Big Beautiful Bill Act,
deregulations are being enacted, federal expenses are being cut, inflation has decreased, wages have increased, and new tariff
deals that will rake in "billions of dollars" have been announced, uncertainty ended; Trump's policies are starting to sort into
place, as the numbers still show that jobs for American workers are increasing.

Later on August 1, Trump ordered[610] the firing of the Commissioner of the Bureau of Labor Statistics Erika McEntarfer, stating
without evidence, both in posts on Truth Social[611][612] and public statements,[613][614]: min.00:20  that she had "rigged" the
numbers, that is, that she had previously inflated the numbers to favor Kamala Harris's presidential bidding, that she had
reduced his numbers to make him look bad, and the numbers were "a scam, in my opinion."[615][616] Trump's officials, such as
Secretary of Labor Lori Chavez-DeRemer,[617][618][614]: min.00:53  and Kevin Hassett,[619] defended his decision on the grounds
that the economy is growing; BLS's massive revisions since Covid make no sense and have been detrimental to the markets; the
President has the right to fire the BLS head; the Bureau needs overhauling, to revise its formulas, and to be apolitical; their duty
is to support the President, who is doing a great job; and reliable information, and transparency, are important for the economy.

Fact-checkers[620][621] and the media[622] established that Trump's claims were false, based on the way the data are collected
and processed, which prevents the Commissioner from tampering with them; releases are regular; revisions are routine due to
low response to the surveys, lack of resources, and the firing of the Technical Advisory Committee and Data Users Advisory
Committee;[623][624] his timeline doesn't match reality; and Trump has a history of claiming that the BLS data are biased against
him.

Trump announced he would soon choose a replacement for Ms. McEntarfer, "somebody who's gonna be honest"[613]: min.05:55 

On August 7, Stephen Moore made an impromptu presentation[625] at the Oval Office to defend Trump's decision, showing a
series of graphs favorable to him. With the first one, Moore stated that the reports' revisions manifested errors and
incompetence, whereas Trump declared it was made purposely. The other graphs showed increasing or larger household
income under Trump, "based on unpublished Census Bureau data," mostly by comparing Trump's first term's numbers to
Biden's, including the impact of COVID in one graph.[626] The media noted that revisions are usual, the graphs' data were
unverifiable, and it was not explained how they were calculated for the graphs.[627][628][629][623] On August 11, Trump named E.J.
Antoni as McEntarfer's replacement.[630][631]

Sanewashing of Donald Trump
See also: Age and health concerns about Donald Trump and Sanewashing §  2024 United States presidential campaign

During the 2024 presidential campaign, the unlikelihood of some of Trump's falsehoods—for example, that images of Harris's
campaign crowds were generated by AI; that in Springfield, Ohio, illegal immigrants were eating' neighbors' pets; or that
schoolchildren were receiving surgery to change their gender — and the incoherence of his answers and unscripted
addresses[632] drew attention from experts and the media, who questioned Trump's mental state and fitness to serve.[633]

On September 5, 2024, Trump addressed the Economic Club of New York, where he was asked, "If you win in November, can
you commit to prioritizing legislation to make childcare affordable, and if so, what specific piece of legislation would you
advance?" A commentator from The Independent characterized Trump's two-minute, 362-word tariff-centered response as "word
salad",[634] and a CNN commentator remarked that it "could accurately be described as a ramble without an answer".[635]

Several news media reports about the event did not mention or comment on that answer,[636][637][638] including The New York
Times.[639]

That kind of characterization (or lack thereof), plus previous occasions in which the media interpreted Trump's answers instead
of transcribing (and fact-checking) them, has been denounced as "sanewashing."[640]

On September 12, 2024, the Poynter Institute defined "sanewashing" as "the act of packaging radical and outrageous
statements in a way that makes them seem normal," and proposed ways to avoid doing it.[641] On October 6, 2024, The New
York Times published an article reviewing Trump's public statements. A computer analysis found out that Trump's speeches last
longer, and include more all-or-nothing, negative, and curse terms, all of which point at cognitive changes since 2015. The
analysis found that the complexity of Trump's speeches remained relatively steady in recent years, at a fourth-grade level
(equivalent to a nine- or ten-year-old child). The article presents testimonies of former collaborators and acquaintances, plus
comparisons of his present addresses with recordings from years earlier, "clearer and more comprehensible than now, and
balanced with flashes of humor." The article notes that the Trump campaign has refused to release his medical records, and
ends with a quote of his from a rally: "Trump is never wrong. I am never, ever wrong."[642][643] On October 15, The Washington
Post noted that recent polls showed that Trump's age and mental acuity were of increasing concern for voters, though it is not
clear whether the same applies to swing voters.[644]

After the election, mainstream media continued to be criticized and accused of sanewashing Trump's most controversial
statements.[645]

"Two weeks"
Analysts have noted Trump's frequent use of a time limit of "two weeks" for taking action, a deadline which does usually not
come to fruition.[646] He has used such a time period in statements about Ukraine and Russia,[647][648] Iran,[649] and tariffs.[650]

The habit has been observed since Trump's first term,[651][652] and has originated video compilations of the phrase, pronounced
in multiple circumstances.[653][654][655] The Hindustan Times noted in their compilation that the phrase has been mentioned in
social media, and that Trump appeared in a movie called Two Weeks Notice.[656]

Jen Psaki criticised "a number of the nation's largest newspapers" for having taken "the words of the Trump administration at
face value and spit them right back out to the American public without context, without much of anything," because "'I'll get to it in
two weeks' is one of Donald Trump's absolute favorite tactics. He literally uses it all the time (...) And honestly, it's a bit
maddening that this tactic can still spark headlines."[657][658] Sam Stein of The Bulwark noted that the "two weeks" time frame is
also incorporated in some of Trump's executive orders, in which he gave states and agencies 14 days to "get things done."[659]

This tendency of Trump to set "two weeks" deadlines and not fulfill them led the media to link the phrase to the TACO acronym.
[660]

Trump's use of "two weeks" in the days leading up to the strikes on Iran was characterized as "the President is very intentional
about being ambiguous here" by Brigadier General John Teichert (ret.),[661] compared to a smoke screen by The Atlantic,[662]

and Jonathan Lemire called it a "deliberate feint."[663]

Public opinion
A June 2019 Gallup poll found that 34% of American adults think Trump "is honest and
trustworthy".[664]

A March 2020 Kaiser Family Foundation poll estimated that 19% of Democrats and 88%
of Republicans trusted Trump to provide reliable information on COVID-19.[665]

A May 2020 SRSS poll for CNN concluded that 36% of people in the U.S. trusted Trump
on information about the COVID-19 outbreak: 4% of Democrats compared to 84% of
Republicans.[666]

In April 2022, Trump stated at a rally in Selma, North Carolina: "I think I'm the most
honest human being, perhaps, that God ever created," prompting laughter from the
crowd.[667]

In two 2023 polls, Trump was thought to be "honest" by 29% of respondents (March
2023; a low since Quinnipiac University first asked this question of registered voters in
November 2016)[668] and 36% of respondents (November 2023; George Washington
University Politics Poll).[669]

In a September 2024 Associated Press/NORC at the University of Chicago survey, a majority (57%) of Americans believed that
claims from Trump and his campaign are "rarely" or "never" based on facts.[670][671]

See also
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