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Point-to-Point's carriage procession
leader Frolic Weymouth remembered
Sunday
Patricia Talorico The News Journal
Updated May 5, 2016, 5:15 p.m. ET

George A. “Frolic” Weymouth wouldn’t let anyone bad mouth Winterthur’s
annual Point-to-Point steeplechase races.

During one rainy 2009 event, Weymouth, dressed in a top hat and caped
raincoat as he drove his horse-drawn carriage in a re-routed parade, waved
away those who complained about the dreary, soggy weather.

Nonsense, he said, and declared it a “fabulous” day. Not only was it great
for a drive, the raindrops also were perfect for “cleaning up people you
don’t care for,” Weymouth quipped.

This Sunday marks the first time in 38 years that Weymouth, who was as
impishly fun-loving as his playful nickname, will not be leading the elegant
horse-drawn antique carriage procession around the rolling grounds of the
Kennett Pike museum.

Weymouth, 79, died on April 24 at The Big Bend, his historic Chadds Ford,
Pa., stone manor that’s named after a curve in the Brandywine River near
the home.
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The sight of the nattily-attired Weymouth usually atop the lead 1904
Brewster & Co. Park Drag, a special occasion coach with four horses, was
one of the mainstays and highlights of the beloved spring event that brings
16,000 people to the 1,000-acre former country estate of Henry Francis du
Pont.

Ever since the steeplechase races began in 1979, Weymouth and a parade
of carriages, sometimes carrying celebrities like domestic diva Martha
Stewart or the late Sen. Ted Kennedy, would make the scenic 6-mile drive
from The Big Bend to Winterthur.

“He will be missed tremendously,” said Jill Abbott, race director for Point-
to-Point, a fundraiser that helps with the maintenance and preservation of
the Winterthur gardens and estate.

Weymouth will be honored Sunday with a video tribute, Abbott said, and
the parade of 30 carriages will continue on.

Weymouth’s Brewster coach will again lead the parade around 1
p.m. Sunday, but it now will be driven by Robert Longstaff, Weymouth’s
coachman also known as a whip, along with his wife, Stephanie Morehard
Longstaff. Abbott said it was Weymouth's wish that the carriage
procession remain a Point-to-Point tradition.
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Weymouth might have been the founder and chairman of Brandywine
Conservancy & Museum of Art in Chadds Ford, but he and Winterthur had
a long, close relationship. Weymouth was a du Pont family descendent and
had an extensive collection of some of the country’s finest horse carriages.
He told The News Journal he owned about 20 antique coaches.

Tickets for Point-to-Point must be purchased by May 7. None are on sold
on race day, which is held rain or shine. Visit www.winterthur.org

“On [April 24], many of us lost a good personal friend and others lost a
great friend of the community. Frolic Weymouth brought the coaches to
Point-to-Point and is also responsible for conserving the land around it,”
said Geoff Rogers, chairman of the Point-to-Point Executive Committee
and trustee of Winterthur. The Brandywine Conservancy has protected
more than 60,000 acres.

Raised in the heart of Delaware’s Chateau Country, Weymouth grew up a
short jog from Winterthur, on the Twin Lakes property off Del. 52, in
Greenville. His mother, Dulcenia Ophelia Payne du Pont Weymouth,
known as Deo, was an artist who raised horses, and his father, George T.
Weymouth, a successful investment banker.
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Weymouth’s grandfather was the longtime DuPont Co. director Eugene E.
du Pont, known as Popsy, whose cousin was Henry Francis du Pont.

Like the fictional adventure seeker Indiana Jones, Weymouth got his
lifelong nickname from the family dog. Those who knew him found that
“Frolic” perfectly embodied Weymouth’s jolly, sometimes naughty sense of
humor which he shared with longtime friend Hope Montgomery Scott, the
late Philadelphia socialite who was the inspiration for the film “The
Philadelphia Story.”

After Scott’s death in 1995, Weymouth told The Philadelphia Inquirer
Scott once wanted to buy a horse from him. Weymouth said he would sell
the horse, but he had two conditions:

“I said Hope could have it if she promised to give [me] a pound of caviar
once a year and call me up with a dirty story once a week for a year. Which
is exactly what she did.”

Although he walked with the aid of crutches due to years of riding horses
and playing polo, Weymouth marched to the beat of his own drum. His
joie de vivre was contagious.

Local Frank Sinatra interpreter Sean Reilly sang “My Way” at Weymouth’s
private April 30 memorial service held at an outdoor stone and slate-
roofed chapel Weymouth built on his Chadds Ford property in 1995.
Mourners included Weymouth’s friend David Rockefeller, the former
chairman of Chase Bank.

Weymouth took art, horses and conservation -- but not himself -
- seriously. “The Way Back,” a self-portrait he did in 1963, shows his hands
holding the reins of a horse pulling a carriage, as they approach home.
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STORY: Brandywine Conservancy founder Weymouth dies

SOCIAL MEDIA: Follow what's happening on #PointtoPoint

STORY: Rebirth of Point-to-Point after parties

Weymouth told The News Journal in 2007 most everything he loved was
contained in the picture: The Brandywine Valley, a horse, a carriage, his
home and the hands that can’t keep themselves away from paint. But when
it came to describing himself, he laughingly said he was “a horse’s ass.”

For more than 40 years, Weymouth, well-known in coaching circles,
exhibited his four matched bay Standard-bred horses and antique
carriages at shows around the country. He was one of only two Americans
to be a member of The Coaching Club in England. Weymouth coached
regularly at the Devon Horse Show and is past chairman of the board of
the Brandywine Polo Club.

In 1998, Weymouth invited me and retired News Journal photographer
Fred Comegys to his historic home, The Big Bend, a 17-century Swedish
trading post with an 18th-century addition.

Weymouth lovingly restored the property, adding extensive gardens. Over
the years, he was visited in the home by many celebrities, including the
late Italian tenor Luciano Pavarotti, whom he painted in 1982, and pop
singer Michael Jackson in 1985. Jackson wore a black military jacket as he
rode in one of Weymouth’s carriages.
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During our visit, Frolic wanted Comegys and me to come along as
passengers as he drove his four-in-hand with his horses, Simply, Rude,
Always and Sexy. He said we wouldn’t understand the thrill until we
experienced it first-hand.

I jumped into the coach after Frolic fetched me a hat. (He said you couldn’t
ride without a hat.) Comegys said he preferred being a bystander and
wasn’t agile enough to get into the carriage. Weymouth refused to listen to
his protests.

“Fred, if Luciano Pavarotti could get his fat ass in here then you can, too!”
he said as everyone around him laughed.

Comegys climbed onboard, and off we went down a carriage trail.
Weymouth’s Dalmatian Bombay, named after a brand of gin, and Coke,
another dog, scampered along.

Over the years, Weymouth claimed some of the credit for making
celebrity-watching possible at Point-to-Point. Sightings have included
actress Brooke Shields, U.S. Sen. John Warner, actress Dina Merrill and
author and pundit William F. Buckley.
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“In the early ‘80s people such as [U.S. Sen.] Edward Kennedy would be
visiting friends here and we’d bring them along in the carriages,”
Weymouth said of the senator’s 1989 visit.

In 2006, Martha Stewart traveled to the sold-out festivities atop
Weymouth’s 1904 Brewster & Co. coach. Stewart’s close pal Memrie Lewis,
a landscape designer from Greenwich, Conn., told The News Journal she
and Stewart attended Point-to-Point at the invitation of Weymouth.

Before going to the steeplechase races, Lewis said they shopped at a few
Chadds Ford antique shops.

“Frolic said I needed a hat. I said, ‘I’ll show him,’" laughed Lewis, who
bought an elaborate hat made of black feathers with golden-tinged tips.
Stewart went hatless, but returned to The Big Bend in 2015 to visit the
gardens. She blogged about the visit, and included photos, on her
website.

Weymouth usually brought about 20 antique carriages to parade the
Winterthur grounds. But in 2008, for the 30th anniversary of Point-to-
Point, the parade had a record 40 carriages.
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That year, Weymouth opted out of his usual four-in-hand. Instead, he led
in a favorite two-horse coach.

“This carriage belonged to President Buchanan,” he told The News
Journal, “and it is believed to have been the one used for Abraham
Lincoln’s inauguration.”

Contact Patricia Talorico at (302) 324-2861
orptalorico@delawareonline.com and on Twitter@pattytalorico
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In 1998, Frolic Weymouth drove his four-in-hand, or a coach with four horses, around his Chadds Ford, Pa., property
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