
Latest

Home

Authors

Topic Sitemap

Archive

Article Sitemap

Browse

World

Business

Markets

Sustainability

Legal

Breakingviews

Technology

Investigations

Sports

Science

Lifestyle

Media

Videos

Pictures

Graphics

Podcasts

About Reuters

About Reuters

Advertise with Us

Careers

Reuters News Agency

Brand Attribution Guidelines

Reuters and AI

Reuters Leadership

Reuters Fact Check

Reuters Diversity Report

Commercial Disclosure (Japan)

Stay Informed

Download the App (iOS)

Download the App (Android)

Newsletters

Subscribe

Information you can trust

Reuters, the news and media division of Thomson Reuters, is the world’s largest multimedia

news provider, reaching billions of people worldwide every day. Reuters provides business,

financial, national and international news to professionals via desktop terminals, the world's

media organizations, industry events and directly to consumers.

Follow Us

Advertise With Us Advertising Guidelines Purchase Licensing Rights Cookies Terms & Conditions Privacy Digital Accessibility Corrections Site Feedback Manage Cookies

All quotes delayed a minimum of 15 minutes. See here for a complete list of exchanges and delays. © 2025 Reuters. All rights reserved

Dos and Don'ts When You Get an Inheritance

Sponsored by
Charles Schwab

Click Here

"What Steps Can I Take Now
To Help Avoid Probate Fights
Later?"

Sponsored by
SmartAsset

Forget The iPhone 17. Next
Apple Sensation

Sponsored by
The Motley Fool

Sponsored Content Advertise Here

Sponsored Content

Washington: What to Watch
Now
Sponsored by Charles Schwab

"What Steps Can I Take Now
To Help Avoid Probate Fights
Later?"
Sponsored by SmartAsset

Forget iPhone 17. Watch This.
Sponsored by The Motley Fool

Want to Avoid a Big Tax Bill?
Get Our Guide with 8 Ways to
Plan Ahead
Sponsored by Savant Wealth
Management

Meet Vanguard: the first
subsea human habitat in 40
years. Learn more.
Sponsored by DEEP

9 Weird Things To Do If You're
Barely Scraping By
Financially
Sponsored by FinanceBuzz

Advertise Here

World

Australia PM Albanese backs
ambassador Rudd after
Trump comments
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Prime Minister Anthony Albanese endorsed Australia's

ambassador in Washington as doing a "fantastic job",

describing comments by U.S. President Donald Trump that he

does not like Kevin Rudd as "light-hearted".
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Oct 21 (Reuters) - A planned summit between U.S. President Donald Trump and Russian President

Vladimir Putin was put on hold on Tuesday, as Moscow's rejection of an immediate ceasefire in Ukraine

cast a cloud over attempts at negotiations.

A senior White House official told Reuters "there are no plans for President Trump to meet with President

Putin in the immediate future" after Secretary of State Marco Rubio and Russian Foreign Minister Sergei

Lavrov had a "productive call" but opted against an in-person meeting.

The Reuters Daily Briefing newsletter provides all the news you need to start your day. Sign up here.
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Trump had announced last week that he and Putin would meet soon in Hungary to try to bring an end to

the war in Ukraine. But Putin has been unwilling to consider concessions. Moscow has long demanded

that Ukraine agree to cede more territory before any ceasefire.

Trump, asked by reporters about the prospect for a summit, said he did not want to have a "wasted

meeting" but suggested there could be more developments and that "we'll be notifying you over the next

two days" about them.

Kirill Dmitriev, Putin's investment envoy, said in a social media post that "preparations continue" for a

summit.

Russia reiterated its long-standing terms for a peace deal in a private communique known as a "non

paper" that it sent to the U.S. last weekend, according to two U.S. officials and two people familiar with

the situation.
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The communique reaffirmed Russia's demand for full control of the long-contested eastern Donbas

region, according to one official, effectively rejecting Trump's call for a ceasefire to commence with a freeze

of the frontlines at their prevailing locations.

Russia controls all of the province of Luhansk and about 75% of neighbouring Donetsk, which together

make up the Donbas region.

European leaders called on Washington on Tuesday to hold firm in demanding an immediate ceasefire in

Ukraine, with present battle lines to serve as the basis for any future talks.

NATO said Secretary General Mark Rutte travelled to Washington on Tuesday for talks with Trump that

two sources familiar with the matter said would take place on Wednesday.

A Western official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said Rutte planned to present to Trump the

European views on a ceasefire and any subsequent peace negotiations.
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Trump, who last week spoke by phone to Putin and met Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy, had

hoped for another high-profile session with the Russian leader after their August summit in Alaska failed

to advance negotiations.

But the two sides postponed a preparatory meeting between Rubio and Lavrov that had been expected to

take place in Budapest on Thursday.

Lavrov and Rubio spoke by phone on Monday. Lavrov said the place and the timing of the next Trump-

Putin summit was less important than the substance of implementing the understandings reached in

Alaska.

The Kremlin said there was no clear date and that "serious preparation" for a summit was needed, which

may take time.

[1/3] An artilleryman of the 15th 'Kara-Dag' Brigade of the Operational Assignment of the National Guard of Ukraine fires
a D-30 howitzer towards Russian troops, at a position, amid Russia's attack on Ukraine, near the frontline town of
Kupiansk in Kharkiv region, Ukraine October 17, 2025.... Purchase Licensing Rights  Read more

"Listen, we have an understanding of the presidents, but we cannot postpone what has not been

finalised," Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said. "Neither President Trump nor President Putin gave

exact dates."

Asked if Moscow had an understanding of a possible date for the summit, Peskov said: "No, there is no

understanding."

'I GUESS THE RUSSIANS WANTED TOO MUCH'

Neither side has publicly abandoned plans for Trump to meet Putin. Hungary's foreign minister, Peter

Szijjarto, was in Washington on Tuesday, where he posted on Facebook: "We have some serious days

ahead".

But two senior European diplomats said the postponement of the Rubio-Lavrov meeting was a sign the

Americans would be reluctant to go ahead with a Trump-Putin summit unless Moscow yields its demands.

"I guess the Russians wanted too much and it became evident for the Americans that there will be no deal

for Trump in Budapest," said one.

The Russians "haven't at all changed their position, and are not agreeing to 'stop where they are'," said the

second diplomat. "And I assume Lavrov gave the same spiel, and Rubio was like: 'See you later'."

EUROPEANS CONCERNED TRUMP WILL GET NO CONCESSIONS

Ukraine's European allies have been concerned that Trump could meet Putin for a second time without

getting any serious concessions from the Russian leader.

In a statement on Tuesday, the leaders of European powers including Britain, France, Germany and the EU

said they "strongly support President Trump's position that the fighting should stop immediately, and that

the current line of contact should be the starting point of negotiations."

Trump has often changed his emphasis in public when speaking about Ukraine. But last Friday after his

meeting with Zelenskiy at the White House, he explicitly endorsed the position that a ceasefire should start

with forces at their present positions.

Reuters and other news organisations reported that Trump's meeting with Zelenskiy behind closed doors

was contentious, with the U.S. president repeatedly using profanity and pushing Zelenskiy to accept some

Russian demands.

But Zelenskiy has painted the meeting as a success because it ended with Trump publicly backing a

ceasefire at the present lines, Kyiv's longstanding position.

European leaders are due to meet this week with Zelenskiy as their guest, first at an EU summit and then

at a meeting of the "coalition of the willing" countries discussing a security force to guarantee a post-war

settlement in Ukraine. Russia rejects such an international security force.

The choice of Budapest as a venue for a Putin-Trump meeting is contentious within the EU, where

Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban is an outlier as one of the few leaders to maintain warm relations

with Russia.

Any trip to Budapest would require Putin to fly through the airspace of other EU countries. Poland said on

Tuesday it could force Putin's plane down and arrest him on an international warrant if he flies over its

territory, but Bulgaria said Putin could use its airspace to reach the meeting.

Reporting by Steve Holland, Tom Balmforth, Gram Slatterly, Jonathan Landay, Humeyra Pamuk, John O'Donnell and

Reuters bureaux; Writing by Peter Graff and Steve Holland; Editing by Ros Russell and Deepa Babington

Our Standards: The Thomson Reuters Trust Principles.

 

Summary

Summit preparations appear stalled after Rubio-Lavrov meeting postponed

'I guess the Russians wanted too much' says European diplomat

Neither side has publicly abandoned plans for Budapest meeting

Poland warns Putin against crossing its airspace for summit
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