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What we know about suspected pipe
bomber on eve of 2021 US Capitol riot
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Watch: FBI releases new video in hunt for 6 January pipe bomb suspect

A picture is beginning to emerge about the suspect accused of planting two pipe
bombs next to Democratic and Republican headquarters on the eve of the 2021
Capitol riot, following his arrest on Thursday.

Neighbours and family members described Brian Cole Jr, 30, as "naive" and a "quiet
guy" who often walked a chihuahua in their Washington DC suburb. He also told
investigators he thought the 2020 election was "rigged", US media reports say.

Authorities arrested Mr Cole and charged him with attempted malicious destruction
with explosive materials. The bombs did not detonate.

Authorities did not provide a motive. A lawyer representing Mr Cole at a court hearing
on Friday declined to comment on the case.

ADVERTISEMENT

v s
theograce \ £
2. -
S
e R he
(@%& p\\“\oq.

4 Names 5 Names

US Department of Justice

Federal agents in armoured vehicles descended upon Mr Cole's family home on
Thursday morning. He lives with his mother and others in Woodbridge, Virginia, about
20 miles (32km) outside of Washington DC.

He was arrested without incident, US Attorney General Pam Bondi said.

A neighbour who was an eyewitness to the arrest told NBC that Woodbridge is "like
Sleepytown" and "nothing ever happens here".

Another neighbour, speaking to the New York Post, said Mr Cole "would wear shorts
all winter long, no matter how cold it was".

"We all knew him as the guy that walked the Chihuahua," the neighbour said.

According to court documents, Mr Smith works for a bail bond company, a type of firm
that helps people get out of jail by posting bail on their behalf for a fee.

Mr Cole's grandmother Loretta told the New York Post the business is called Brian
Cole Bail Bonds, named for and owned by his father, Brian Cole Sr. FBI agents raided
the company's office on Thursday, Loretta said.

She described Mr Cole as "very naive" and "almost autistic-like".
"He would not hurt a fly. He's just not that kind of person," she said.

Mr Cole told FBI investigators during interviews that he believed the 2020 election
was stolen, CNN reported, echoing US President Donald Trump's false mantra that the
election he lost to Joe Biden was "rigged".

Investigators have not detailed what they believe his motive was for allegedly placing
the pipe bombs, but his statements to investigators provide the first glimpse of why he
may have chosen to plant the explosives outside the Democratic National Committee
and Republican National Committee headquarters on the eve of Congress's
certification of the election results.

Kamala Harris, who was the US vice president-elect at the time, was evacuated from
the Democratic National Committee headquarters shortly after the devices were
found.

The bombs in question were placed on the night of 5 January 2021 and were only
discovered the following afternoon as Trump supporters stormed the US Capitol in the
last days of his first presidency.
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Watch: Neighbour reacts after pipe bomb suspect is taken into custody

To arrive at an arrest, nearly five years after the incident, authorities said they had to
comb through a mountain of evidence, including millions of lines of data.

FBI Deputy Director Dan Bongino described the effort to Fox News on Friday morning
as "an extensive amount of work".

Bongino said the FBI "had chased down thousands of leads, six thousand-plus
interviews had been conducted" and "hundreds of tips" had been received, before he
was sworn in this year, pledging on day one to "find this guy".

Investigators found mobile phone data that showed Mr Cole was near the locations of
the pipe bombs when they were planted between 19:39 and 20:24 local time on 5
January 2021.

His car - a 2017 Nissan Sentra with a Virginia licence plate - was also seen by a licence
plate reader less than half a mile (0.8km) from the location where the individual who
placed the devices was first observed in the area.

Investigators said both pipe bombs were manufactured using end caps, with US
Attorney Jeanine Pirro saying there were 233,000 black-end caps of the type used in
the plot.

"I want you to think about the act that the FBI had to go through the sale of every one
of them," Pirro said.

The suspect's shoes were believed to be Nike Air Max Speed Turfs, leading
investigators to go through thousands of pairs of shoes distributed through more than
two dozen retailers.

During the court appearance on Friday, Mr Cole was joined by his lawyer John
Shoreman and several relatives, according to CBS News, the BBC's US partner.

US Magistrate Judge Moxila Upadhyaya read the charges against him, including
transporting an explosive device across state lines with unlawful intent. He will
remain in custody until a detention hearing on 15 December.

His relatives told him "I love you" as he was escorted out.
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'Ketamine Queen' spiralled before Matthew Perry
death, friends tell BBC

A new BBC documentary sheds light on how Jasveen Sangha ended up being charged in
the Matthew Perry case.

6 hrs ago

Zelensky signals progress in talks with US on peace
plan

The Ukrainian leader says he is "determined" to continue working with the US, as Russian
strikes continue.

ohre 290 'Give me Messi' - fans react to World Cup draw at US

watch party

At a viewing party in Philadelphia, dozens of football fans from around the world watched
as the group stage draw unfolded.

7 hrs ago

US National Park Service removes free entry on MLK
Day and Juneteenth

The Trump administration is adding Flag Day, which is also President Trump's birthday, to
its list of fee-free entry days at national parks.

10 hrs ago

Russia hits Ukraine as US reports progress in talks
with Kyiv

France's president condemns the attack and announces talks in London on Monday with
Ukrainian, British and German leaders.

BlBJC

Home News Sport Business Innovation Culture Arts Travel Earth Audio Video Live Documentaries Weather BBC Shop BritBox
BBC in other languages ¥

Follow BBC on: X f 8 ¢ in D

Terms of Use  Subscription Terms  About the BBC Privacy Policy Cookies Accessibility Help Contact the BBC Advertise with us Do not share or sell my info BBC.com Help & FAQs Content Index

Copyright 2025 BBC. All rights reserved. The BBC is not responsible for the content of external sites. Read about our approach to external linking.

Hundreds of acclaimed documentaries, now available with a BBC subscription



https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/pages/terms-of-use
https://www.bbc.com/pages/subscription-terms
https://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc
https://www.bbc.com/pages/privacy-policy
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/contact
https://advertising.bbcstudios.com/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/how-can-i-change-my-bbc-cookie-settings/
https://help.bbc.com/hc/
https://www.bbc.com/pages/content-index
https://www.bbc.co.uk/editorialguidelines/guidance/feeds-and-links
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/c1038wnxem1t
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/c37r4jqnn21t
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cp7r8vgl2lgt
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cx1m7zg01xyt
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0q5lejppeno
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cvg185pgm0po
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cp39qx4ledeo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cjrjl1gy8r5o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cz680jx511no
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/clyk8ng7n7do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cr7l4n89lr1o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/clydxj7my84o
https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/news
https://www.bbc.com/sport
https://www.bbc.com/business
https://www.bbc.com/innovation
https://www.bbc.com/culture
https://www.bbc.com/arts
https://www.bbc.com/travel
https://www.bbc.com/future-planet
https://www.bbc.com/audio
https://www.bbc.com/video
https://www.bbc.com/live
https://www.bbc.com/video/docs
https://www.bbc.com/weather
https://shop.bbc.com/
https://www.britbox.com/?utm_source=bbc.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=footer
https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/news
https://www.bbc.com/sport
https://www.bbc.com/business
https://www.bbc.com/innovation
https://www.bbc.com/culture
https://www.bbc.com/arts
https://www.bbc.com/travel
https://www.bbc.com/future-planet
https://www.bbc.com/audio
https://www.bbc.com/video
https://www.bbc.com/live
https://www.bbc.com/video/docs
https://www.bbc.com/watch-live-news/
https://www.bbc.com/
https://session.bbc.com/session?userOrigin=BBCS_BBC&ptrt=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Farticles%2Fc0l94knl26go

