
!"#$%&'()

!"#$%&'()'#*+,-.#)(#/0%#1."/%)(

2)&%"3
./,-"0(+1))"2"3+4"+0(-%'356"3+!")1(01+-'+7'(1)3+8%5#/

90))01#+:/0;"* <'))'= >+#0(+%"13 ? @5)+ABC+ADA>

ED> E

F"G>GHH$IEJD>H$>IIEBJ3H$BE"DG"EG+KIDAB×>LEM

According to the Washington Post, the Attorney General told Donald Trump

that he appears in the Epstein Files several times. Pam Bondi reportedly

assigned hundreds of FBI agents to scour all the data and flag every entry

that mentions Donald’s name. Immediately afterward, Bondi announced that

no more information would be released and that there was no “client list,”

though weeks before she told reporters it was “sitting on her desk.”

It comes as no surprise that Donald Trump’s name pops up multiple times in

the Epstein Files. According to Trump, he knew “Jeffrey” for at least 15 years

and has often been photographed with him in public. Epstein says they were

“best friends” for ten years. Epstein was a guest at Trump’s second wedding

to Marla Maples, which went unnoticed until photographic evidence recently

appeared. When asked about the 1993 photo, Trump hung up on a CNN

reporter.

Bondi reportedly told Trump that several high-profile names were included

in the files. I’d like to inquire about one name that rarely gets mentioned but

has been seen in photographs with Epstein and Trump, and whom Epstein

has discussed in recorded interviews dating back to 2015 with Michael Wolff.

Those were better times for Epstein. I’m curious to know whether Melania

Trump appears in the Epstein Files and what those files reveal.

There is no reason to suspect that Melania Trump (Melania Knauss when she

first met Epstein) was involved in sex trafficking with Epstein. What is

known of Melania’s history makes it more likely she was a victim of sex

trafficking, not necessarily by Epstein but by others. Melania came to the

United States as a 26-year-old aspiring model, already old to be beginning in

the profession. She’d had experience in Milan and Paris. Her biggest ad in

New York was a Camel cigarette billboard. Rules on cigarette advertising

required models to be at least 25 years old, so the competition was slim.

Melania Knauss’s immigration was sponsored by Paolo Zampolli, who

brought her to the United States in 1996. Knauss initially entered the U.S. on

a travel visa that didn’t allow her to work, though she did ten modeling jobs

during that time. Zampolli advised Knauss to enter the fashion world.

Zampolli arranged for her to share an apartment with photographer

Matthew Atanian in Zeckendorf Towers in Union Square. Her rent was taken

from her pay with Zampolli’s agency. When her roommate, Atanian, left New

York, Melania moved to an apartment off Park Avenue.

When Melania came to New York, Zampolli was transitioning from fashion

to real estate. He owned ID Models, which he had formed in the mid-1990s,

and later partnered with The Trump Organization as its Director of

International Development. One of the unique ways Zampolli utilized the

models was to aid him in selling real estate in the New York market. There is

no record of Melania Trump ever having a real estate license.

According to actress Quinn Cummings, there’s a ten-year gap in Melania's

modeling career after her start in Europe, and she didn’t possess a ZED Card,

which was used as a model's resume before the Internet. That’s like an actor

in Hollywood without a headshot. She started getting work again after

meeting Donald Trump, who persuaded his friends to hire her. He allegedly

got her the British GQ cover, including a story about “Sex at 30,000 ft.”
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There are two versions of how Melania Knauss met Donald Trump. Zambolli

claims he introduced them at the Kit Kat Club during New York Fashion

Week in 1998. Zambolli was asked about this because Jeffrey Epstein, before

his troubles with the law and falling out with Trump, claimed that he had

introduced Melania to Trump. That implies he knew Melania before Trump

did. Zambolli denied that Epstein introduced the pair in a 2019 interview.

Melania tells a version involving neither Zambolli nor Epstein.
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When Epstein and Trump were friends, they seemed to have a peculiar

rivalry regarding women. Stacey Williams was a former Sports Illustrated

model who dated Jeffrey Epstein in the early 1990s. She claims she and

Epstein were walking in Manhattan and he suggested they “drop in” on his

friend Donald. Inside Trump’s Trump Tower office, Williams told of how

Trump assaulted her in full view of his staff.

“He pulled me into him and started groping me. He put his hands all over my
breasts, my waist, my butt, and I froze. And I froze because I was so deeply
confused about what was happening, because the hands were moving all over me,
yet these two men were like, smiling at one another and continuing on in their
conversation.” — Stacey Williams

If Epstein did, in truth, introduce Melania Knauss to Donald Trump, could

that introduction have been similar to the one Stacey Williams received? In

his taped interviews, Epstein said that he and Trump shared an unnamed

girlfriend for over a year. That woman didn’t have to be Melania, already old

for Epstein’s taste, but she was six and one-half years younger than Ghislaine

Maxwell, whom Epstein never tired of.

Many stories have been written about Melania’s life before Donald Trump,

and none are revealing. Almost nothing is known of her dating life, save for

one man named Jure Zorcic, from her native Slovenia. Her former

roommate had this to say about Melania in her pre-Trump days in New York.

“When Melania first arrived in New York at 26, ‘she didn’t go out to dance clubs;
she’d go to Harry Cipriani for dinner at 10 and be home by one. Men she would go
out with tended to be wealthier, the industrious, European type. They were
Italians, playboys. But they’d go out for dinner and she’d be home before I was.”

Although Epstein claims to have introduced Melania to Donald, there is no

known evidence that he knew her prior to Donald. Perhaps that information

is in the Epstein Files. We do know Melania came on a tourist visa, working

illegally as a model, including the famous nude shots for a French magazine,

taken before meeting Donald. I’m resisting the urge to fill in the gaps of her

story with speculation, but she seems far more likely to have been a victim of

sex trafficking than a co-conspirator. In her years in the public eye, have you

ever seen her truly happy? The Epstein Files may tell us why not.
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