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ADVERTISEMENT

CLAIM: A transgender woman posted a photo of herself holding a gun and calling for
violence against Christians, referencing a “Trans Day of Vengeance.”

AP’S ASSESSMENT: False. A Twitter account posted a years-old photo of Alana
McLaughlin, an MMA fighter and trans woman, holding a gun and falsely suggesting she
used the threatening language. McLaughlin confirmed she didn’t author the post.

THE FACTS: A screenshot of the tweet amassed thousands of shares in the wake of
Monday’s mass shooting at a private school in Nashville, where police have said the
shooter was transgender.

The tweet shows McLaughlin with pink hair and a pink shirt, holding an AR-15 style gun
and wearing a Glock-19 pistol with an expanded magazine on her waist, with a pink,
blue and white transgender pride flag in the background.

The caption appears to advocate for violence against Christians, including the verbs
“kill,” “behead,” “roundhouse,” “slam dunk,” “crucify,” “defecate in” and “launch.”

Some social media posts claimed the tweet was proof McLaughlin was organizing or
planning to attend an April 1 protest event outside the U.S. Supreme Court called the
“Trans Day of Vengeance.”

But McLaughlin, who lives in Oregon, confirmed she didn’t author the post and was not
aware of where this event was taking place or planning to attend.

There is no evidence the Twitter account that originally posted the violent tweet,
which was later suspended from the platform, has any ties to the planned event. The
event website on Wednesday featured language clarifying that it was “about unity, not
inciting violence.”

Noah Buchanan, co-founder of Trans Radical Activist Network, which is organizing the
event, also confirmed to the AP in an email that McLaughlin is not affiliated with the
protest, and reiterated that it was not intended to be a violent event.

The image of McLaughlin used in social media posts dates to 2020, when it was
featured in a Huck Magazine profile about her and other LGBTQ people who said they
had decided to arm themselves to stay safe amid violence directed toward their
community.

“It is entirely defensive,” said McLaughlin, who added that she arms herself to protect
against “escalating right-wing threats.”

McLaughlin said the photo had been misrepresented in other ways in the past,
including in posts falsely claiming she was a soldier fighting in Ukraine.

___

This is part of AP’s effort to address widely shared misinformation, including work with outside
companies and organizations to add factual context to misleading content that is circulating online.
Learn more about fact-checking at AP.
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Photo of trans woman holding gun
misrepresented after Nashville
shooting

This 2020 photo provided by Alana McLaughlin shows McLaughlin, an MMA fighter, holding a gun. The image was misrepresented on social media on March 28, 2023, in the wake of a school shooting in Nashville.
(Courtesy of Alana McLaughlin via AP)
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Wembanyama's MRI shows no ligament
damage in hyperextended knee; All-Sta…
to miss Spurs-Pacers gameThe San Antonio Spurs say an MRI showed center 
Victor Wembanyama sustained no ligament damage i…
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A rarity: Texas Tech coach Joey McGuire
praises referees despite loss to Oregon i…
CFP quarterfinalsTexas Tech's Joey McGuire did something unusual on 
Thursday after a game. He thanked the referee crew. …
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Blackhawks coach Jeff Blashill praises
Connor Bedard after the center is left of…
Canada's rosterChicago Blackhawks coach Jeff Blashill is praising 
Connor Bedard’s all-around game a day after the …
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Veteran Australia batter Usman Khawaja
to retire from international cricket
Veteran Australia batter Usman Khawaja has 
announced he will retire from international cricket …

Brain Defe…Advertisement:

Dementia and Memory Loss
Has Been Linked to This
Common Food - Do You Eat…
It? Click Here

Seese ProAdvertisement:

Retired Engineer’s Invention
Shocks Gardeners

Learn More
Eye Revive SerumAdvertisement:

Costco Shoppers Say This
Eye Serum Is "Actually
Worth It"

AP News

Young Palestinian boy drowns in muddy
water flooding his Gaza tent camp, UN…
saysThe U.N. said Thursday that a Palestinian boy in Gaza 
has drowned in floods that engulfed his tent camp a…
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Oregon advances to semifinals, where it
looks for offense and defense to click o…
same dayIf the offense from Week 1 of the playoffs and the 
defense from Week 2 show up for Oregon in the …

US Medici…Advertisement:

Most Put Parents in Assisted
Living, But This Son Knew
Better

Learn More BioCore S…Advertisement:

How Older Adults Are
Dropping Weight (This Is
Blowing Up)

Learn More Blood Sug…Advertisement:

3 Foods That Cardiologists
Say Are Linked To Early-
Onset High Blood Sugar

Learn More

MOST READ

3.50%
APY

Member FDIC

E*TRADE PREMIUM
SAVINGS

For a limited time, earn a
cash bonus up to $1,000.

Terms apply.*

3.90%
APY

Variable APY | Terms Apply

CASH RESERVE

Earn a $250 bonus with 360
Checking. No fees, no
minimums. Terms apply.

360 CHECKING
Member FDIC

New Customer Offer: get up
to $1,000 with a qualifying
deposit. Terms apply. 

INVESTING ACCOUNT
Investing involves risk

GET STARTED

Earn ~10x the national
average

•

Unlimited withdrawals•
No minimum balance•

CLAIM OFFER

OPEN ACCOUNT

GET STARTED

Sponsors of Advertiser Disclosure

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

Skip Ad

3.40%
APY

As of 10/01/2025 | Member FDIC

360 PERFORMANCE SAVINGS

3.50%
APY

Member FDIC

E*TRADE PREMIUM SAVINGS
For a limited time, earn a cash bonus up to
$1,000. Terms apply.*

No fees•
No minimums•
Open in about 5 min•

OPEN ACCOUNT

GET STARTED

Sponsors of Advertiser Disclosure

Enable accessibility

Switzerland fire Mayor Mamdani New Year’s: What’s open? Oregon beats Texas Tech George and Amal Clooney

Sign in DONATEWORLD U.S. POLITICS SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS SCIENCE FACT CHECK ODDITIES MORE

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=mnn.Android&hl=en_US
https://apps.apple.com/app/apple-store/id364677107?pt=9141&ct=Apnews_footer&mt=8
https://apnews.com/purpose
https://apnews.com/contact-us
https://apnews.com/accessibility-statement
https://apnews.com/termsofservice
https://apnews.com/privacystatement
https://privacyportal.onetrust.com/webform/9efcd77d-fbf7-40b0-a4b6-8fe108d3d374/766ad301-0e47-4688-b35c-08a0bd369481
https://privacyportal.onetrust.com/webform/9efcd77d-fbf7-40b0-a4b6-8fe108d3d374/766ad301-0e47-4688-b35c-08a0bd369481
https://apnews.com/privacystatement#ca-notice
https://www.ap.org/
https://careers.ap.org/
https://contentservices.ap.org/
https://www.ap.org/about/news-values-and-principles
https://www.ap.org/about/our-role-in-elections
https://leads.ap.org/
https://blog.ap.org/
https://apimagesblog.com/
https://www.apstylebook.com/
https://apnews.com/community-guidelines
https://twitter.com/AP
https://www.instagram.com/apnews/
https://www.facebook.com/APNews
https://apnews.com/article/switzerland-crans-montana-bar-fire-ff049a656af75e65703c5febb908786c
https://apnews.com/article/zohran-mamdani-mayor-nyc-3ba51d0ff1f3ff7c06534f6c1e3ea0a3
https://apnews.com/article/new-years-day-whats-open-closed-retail-3b58358da5a522edc56ced96e303a62d
https://apnews.com/article/orange-bowl-cfp-texas-tech-oregon-score-a3c15b6a324327fde45dba63dbebf202
https://apnews.com/article/george-clooney-amal-clooney-france-hollywood-d7a2eba5356feec68afbd921f531074d
https://apnews.com/login
https://apnews.com/world-news
https://apnews.com/us-news
https://apnews.com/politics
https://apnews.com/sports
https://apnews.com/entertainment
https://apnews.com/business
https://apnews.com/science
https://apnews.com/ap-fact-check
https://apnews.com/oddities

