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A new peer-reviewed study reports that government scientists genetically engineered a
live paramyxovirus chimera that acquired new membrane-fusion, host-cell interaction,
and immunological functions derived from Nipah virus, according to the paper’s
methods and results.

The move comes as NIH Director Dr. Jay Bhattacharya recently stated that such
experiments were not being performed under the Trump administration.

“Nowhere in the United States Government will we invest in a project that poses a
risk of catastrophic harm to the American people ever again,” he told Just the News.

However, in the new study’s animal experiments, some engineered virus constructs
produced uniformly fatal outcomes in mice, with all infected animals requiring
euthanasia due to severe disease.

The engineered “Frankenvirus” was said to have been built by inserting the Nipah
virus fusion (NiV-F) gene into a paramyxovirus (J virus) backbone, enabling the
resulting chimera to express Nipah-specific fusion machinery, interact with host cells
using a foreign viral entry protein, and function as a Nipah antigen–presenting virus—
capabilities not present in the original virus prior to genetic modification.

The study, published yesterday in npj Vaccines, includes authors affiliated with the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, specifically the Viral Special Pathogens
Branch, Division of High-Consequence Pathogens and Pathology, alongside academic
collaborators.

Government scientists are claiming to have built a new, lab-made virus by combining
parts of two different viruses, engineered to gain new functions it did not naturally
have before.
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The CDC-linked authors report generating multiple recombinant J virus (JPV) variants
using reverse-genetics techniques.

The paper states:

“We generated multiple recombinant JPV (rJPV) mutants and tested their
pathogenicity in mice.”

This confirms apparent genome-level engineering of replication-competent
paramyxoviruses, not noninfectious particles or pseudotyped systems.

The study documents the insertion of a functional Nipah virus gene into the
paramyxovirus genome.

The authors write:

“The full-length fusion gene (NiV-F) from the NiV Malaysian strain was inserted in
the place of JPV SH.”

NiV-F encodes the viral fusion protein responsible for membrane fusion and host-cell
entry during Nipah virus infection and is not native to J virus.

The authors confirmed that the engineered virus actively expressed the Nipah virus
fusion protein during infection.

The paper states:

“Expression of NiV-F in rJPV-Δ3-NiV-F-LW-L-infected Vero cells was confirmed
via Western blot.”

This establishes that the chimera produced and trafficked a functional Nipah virus
protein, rather than carrying an inert genetic insert.

Insertion of the Nipah virus fusion gene conferred new biological traits that were not
present in the parental paramyxovirus.

By expressing NiV-F, the engineered virus gained the ability to perform Nipah-specific
membrane-fusion and host-cell interaction functions, expanding its fusion machinery
beyond its native paramyxovirus proteins.

This represents a qualitative change in viral biology, as the chimera acquired foreign
fusion activity and new modes of host interaction.

The modification also altered the virus’s immunological identity.

Whereas the original virus expressed only paramyxovirus antigens, the engineered
virus presented Nipah virus antigens, enabling it to induce Nipah-specific immune
responses.

Several engineered constructs demonstrated altered replication dynamics, with some
showing higher viral titers than the unmodified virus.

The authors report:

“rJPV-ΔSHΔSP titer exceeded that of rJPV by 4 dpi and maintained a titer over 7
log10 while the rJPV viral titer decreased after its peak.”

For another construct:

“rJPV-Δ3 grew to significantly higher viral titers in Vero cells than rJPV at 72, 96,
and 120 hpi.”

The study reports uniformly fatal outcomes in specific mouse cohorts infected with
certain recombinant viruses.

Regarding one engineered construct, the authors state:

“All mice had to be humanely euthanized by 6 dpi.”

In another experimental group:

“By 7 dpi, 3 of the 5 infected mice had to be euthanized due to severe weight loss.”

These findings document 100% fatal outcomes in some mouse groups, while other
engineered variants caused severe but not uniformly fatal disease.

The engineered virus also acquired a new immunological function not present in the
parental virus.

The authors report:

“A single-dose intranasal immunization with rJPV-Δ3-NiV-F-LW-L induced
complete protection against lethal NiV challenge in the hamster model.”

This demonstrates that the chimera functioned as a Nipah-specific immunogen.

The study documents the creation of a live paramyxovirus chimera that acquired new
membrane-fusion, host-interaction, and immunological functions derived from Nipah
virus.

Some engineered constructs caused uniformly fatal disease in mice, while the virus
also gained the ability to induce Nipah-specific protective immunity—biological traits
that did not exist in the original virus prior to genetic modification.

Because the study deliberately engineered a live virus to acquire new biological
functions—including foreign membrane-fusion activity, altered host-cell interactions,
enhanced replication characteristics, and lethal pathogenic effects in animals—that
were not present in the parental virus, the work meets the standard scientific
definition of gain-of-function research.
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Jparamyxovirus(JPV)isanon-segmented,negative-strandRNAvirusintheJeilongvirusgenusofthe
Paramyxoviridaefamily.Recently,arecombinantJPVlackingthesmallhydrophobicprotein(SH)gene
(JPV-ASH)hasbeenusedasaviralvectorforavianinfluenzavirusH5N1andHIVvaccine
development.However,therJPV-ASHvectorstillcausesmorbidityandmortalityinmice.Tofurther
developthisvaccineplatform,wegeneratedmultiplerecombinantJPV(rJPV)mutantsandtestedtheir
pathogenicityinmice.WefoundthatrJPVlackingthesyncytialprotein(SP)(JPV-ASP),rJPVwithboth
SHandSPgenesdeleted(rJPV-ASHASP)andaJPVlackingcodingsequencesforSH,SP,andthe
putativeXopenreadingframe(JPV-43)werepathogenicinmice.IncorporatingmutationsintheL
genethatmediatepathogenesisintorJPV-43(JPV-43-LW-L)resultedinafullyattenuatedvirusin
mice.rJPV43-LW-L-immunizedmicewereprotectedduringlethalJPVchallenge.Furthermore,
intranasallyadministratedrJPV-43-LW-LexpressingNipahvirus(NiV)fusion(F)inducedanti-NiV-F
antibodiesinmiceandSyrianhamsters,andasingle-doseintranasalimmunizationwithrJPV-43-NiV-

F-LW-LinducedcompleteprotectionagainstlethalNVchallengeinthehamstermodel.Ourworkhas
identifiedanovelintranasalvaccinevectorthatisfullyattenuatedinmiceandinducesprotective
immunitvinanimals.
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These experiments would be better for the plot of a zombie apocalypse movie than real life

experiments. There are not appropriate and highly risky.
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Carol Haas 15h

Check out the Executive Order dated May 5, 2025. It ended federal funding for

GOF in "countries of concern" and contributions to "foreign research likely to cause another

pandemic." But it also "empowers American research agencies to identify and end federal funding

of other biological research that could pose a threat to American public health."

So it "will increase safety and security . . . without impeding U.S. innovation."

It will, hopefully, enhance oversight mechanisms and transparency.
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