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Authorities in India have confirmed that two cases of the deadly Nipah
virus have been reported — and health officials are putting quarantine
and surveillance measures in place.

According to reports from the Hindu, The Telegraph and The Independent,
two nurses at a private hospital near Kolkata, West Bengal, were infected
with the virus, which is zoonotic — meaning it spreads between animals
and people.

"Two nurses at a private hospital are infected with Nipah virus, and one of
them is in critical condition," health official Narayan Swaroop Nigam told
The Telegraph.

The two were working together from Dec. 28 to Dec. 30. Over the course of
the next few days, from Dec. 31 to Jan. 2, both nurses developed high
fevers and respiratory distress.

The two were admitted to the intensive care unit at the same hospital
where they work on Jan. 4 after their conditions worsened, the outlet
reported. One of the nurses is now in a coma.

Health officials said that an initial investigation suggests that both nurses
caught the virus from a patient with severe respiratory symptoms. The
patient died before they could be tested for Nipah.

"The most likely source of infection is a patient who had been admitted to
the same hospital previously," a senior health official involved in West
Bengal's Nipah surveillance efforts told The Telegraph. "That individual is
being treated as the suspected index case, and investigations are
ongoing."
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Officials said that 180 people in the region had been tested for Nipah as
of Jan. 20, and 20 people who had high-risk contact with the two nurses
have been quarantined.

Nigam told The Telegraph that every test came back negative thus far, and
the people in quarantine will be tested again at the end of their 21-day
isolation period.

"Given the serious nature of Nipah virus infection, which is a zoonotic
disease with high mortality and potential for rapid spread, the situation is
being handled with utmost priority," a senior Health Ministry official told the
Hindu.

Both local and nationwide agencies, including the country's National
Centre for Disease Control, are now involved in the incident, and the
investigation is still underway.
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The Hindu reported on Saturday, Jan. 24, that officials were testing bats at
Kolkata's Alipore Zoo to rule out infection.

Researchers from India's National Institute of Medical Research collected
blood and swab samples from bats at the zoo over two days, a State Forest
Department official told the outlet. RT-PCR tests, which test for genetic
materials from viruses, are also being conducted on bats across various
parts of West Bengal.

Never miss a story — sign up for PEOPLE's free daily newsletter to stay
up-to-date on the best of what PEOPLE has to offer, from celebrity
news to compelling human interest stories.

"The team collected swab samples from bats. They have followed all the
protocols during the process," Alipore Zoo Director Tripti Sah said. Other
officials told the outlet that preventative measures were put in place, and
there is "no reason for immediate panic."

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), Nipah virus causes a
range of illnesses from asymptomatic infection to acute respiratory illness
and fatal encephalitis, or inflammation of the brain. It also causes severe
disease in animals such as pigs.

The first recognized outbreak was detected in Malaysia in 1999. In that
outbreak, 100 people died in both Malaysia and Singapore, and one
million pigs were killed to prevent further spreading of the disease, which
had severe economic consequences for farmers, according to the
Cleveland Clinic.

Nipah virus particles.
Credit: NIH-NIAID/Image Point FR/BSIP/Universal Images Group via Getty 

The WHO states that Nipah transmission is thought to occur when people
are exposed to secretions from animals or contact with the tissue of a sick
animal. Some outbreaks were traced back to fruits or fruit products, such as
juice, that were contaminated with urine or saliva from infected fruit bats.
The illness can also be spread from human to human.

The virus has no vaccine or cure, and doctors can only treat the symptoms
— which initially include fever, headaches, muscle soreness, vomiting and
sore throat, before transforming into dizziness, drowsiness, altered
consciousness, and neurological issues linked to encephalitis.

Pneumonia and other respiratory problems can also occur, and the virus
has an incubation period of four to 14 days. No cases have ever been
reported in the U.S.

Most people who contract the virus make a full recovery, according to the
Cleveland Clinic, but some patients have reported neurological conditions
that result from encephalitis.

India's Ministry of Health has advised the public to take precautions amid
the outbreak. In a social media post, the agency recommended that those
in the region wear protective clothing whenever handling or cleaning
animals and sheds, wash fruit before consuming it, protect sap and juice
collection from bats, and avoid exposure to bats by not visiting areas such
as abandoned buildings, caves or mines.
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Read more:  

Officials Report Outbreak of Deadly Nipah
Virus, Which Has No Cure
Nipah is a zoonotic virus with a high mortality rate

By   |  Published on January 24, 2026 08:48PM ESTCharlotte Phillipp
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Authorities in India have confirmed that two cases of Nipah
virus have been reported

Two nurses at a private hospital near Kolkata, West Bengal,
were infected with the potentially fatal virus, and one is in a
coma

"The most likely source of infection is a patient who had been
admitted to the same hospital previously," a senior health
official said
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I guess everyone in the comments has forgotten about Ebola.

REPLY

Jack 44 min ago

 0  0

Another COVID out break scare again. No problem it can be

avoided again, just don't go near any bats  or any of

their habitat areas. 

REPLY

Tammie 8 hrs ago

EDITED

 1  0

We are doomed! Our government does not care about us at all!!!

This administration has NO EMPATHY OR HUMANITY…..  

REPLY 2 REPLIES

Vanilla Beans Are BLACK! 15 hrs ago

 5  2

SHOW OLDER REPLIES

There is NO connection between this and ANYTHING in the US

or our administration in particular.

REPLY

Jack
Reply To Vanilla Beans Are BLACK!

46 min ago

 0  0

It's important to know that if it comes to the U.S. We won't be

notified by the World Health Organization, because the US isn't

part of that group that would give us a heads up on what's

happening, not only with this disease and it's progression, but

others that are out there.

REPLY 1 REPLY

Judy 17 hrs ago

 10  1

Once again thanks a lot, Trump.

REPLY

ImpeachTrump/Noem
Reply To Judy

15 hrs ago

 9  1

Well, with RFK in charge, no chance of research for a vaccination,

and even if one were found, he wouldn't let us use it.

REPLY

ImpeachTrump/Noem 19 hrs ago

 13  1

I know this originated from animals, but now it's all about

human-to-human. We can't help but becoming afraid. We've

been through this!

REPLY

Elegant1 21 hrs ago

 11  0

I hope this administration is long gone if it ever lands on US soil.

The way Trump handled/botched the Covid19 pandemic we'll all

be dead....

REPLY 1 REPLY

DD 23 hrs ago

 23  5

Yes, I remember well. It is frightening he got elected again.

REPLY

ImpeachTrump/Noem
Reply To DD

15 hrs ago

 8  1

Let’s just get this off the table right away. Does there happen to

be a “Kolkata, West Bengal Nipah Virus Laboratory”? Maybe

like.. idk.. right across the street?

Or is it just elephant soup?

REPLY

Koalafied 23 hrs ago

 3  4

Here we go again. COVID was just a test run.

REPLY 1 REPLY

Joe 23 hrs ago

 13  0

Scary as hell!

REPLY

Elegant1
Reply To Joe

21 hrs ago

 6  0

Here we go...let's see how long it takes to vilify bats.

REPLY 1 REPLY

Michele 1 day ago

 9  4

Bats carry many diseases because their unique, powerful immune

systems, evolved for flight's high metabolism, tolerate viruses

without getting sick, making them ideal reservoirs for viruses like

Ebola, Marburg, and coronaviruses, etc. allowing these

pathogens to thrive and potentially spill over to humans throug…

increased contact. Their high body temperatures and strong DNA

repair mechanisms help manage viral loads, but also mean they

can host viruses that are deadly to others. It's a fact, bats harbor

the most virulent zoonotic viruses even when compared to birds.

Read more
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DD
Reply To Michele
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