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ADVERTISEMENT

FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) — The South Pars natural gas field, which came under
attack this week, is part of the world’s largest such field — and an energy lifeline for
Iran.

Israel’s attack on the field prompted Iran to target energy infrastructure in other Middle
East countries in response, sending new shockwaves across the region and beyond.

The Iran war has dealt a massive energy shock to the global economy by choking off
most exports of crude oil and liquefied natural gas through the Strait of Hormuz. Iran
has also attacked ships and key export facilities in its Persian Gulf neighbors, putting
more upward pressure on energy prices, even though its Gulf neighbors — Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, Oman, Iraq and the United Arab Emirates — are not taking part in the U.S.-Israeli
attacks on Iran.

Source: International Energy Agency
Graphic by: Phil Holm

Qatar-Iran
maritime border World’s largest

natural gas field
targeted

IRAN

South
Pars

North
Field

Ras Laffan

Contains 51 trillion
cubic meters of
natural gas 30 mi

30 km

Persian GulfQATAR

SAUDI
ARABIA

Hours after Wednesday’s attack, U.S. President Donald Trump said that Israel would
not attack South Pars again, but warned on social media that if Iran continued striking
Qatar’s energy infrastructure, the United States would retaliate and “massively blow up
the entirety” of the field.

In the case of South Pars, the target is not Iran’s exports but its biggest source of
domestic energy in a country that sometimes struggles to produce enough electricity.

The gas field under the Persian Gulf — the world’s largest — is shared by Iran and Qatar.
It’s called South Pars on the Iranian side and the North Field on the Qatari side.

Here are key things to know about the South Pars field:

Iran uses a lot of natural gas, and 80% comes from South Pars

Iran relies heavily on gas to produce electricity and heat homes. It is the fourth-largest
consumer of natural gas in the world, behind the U.S., China and Russia, according to
the Center on Global Energy Policy at Columbia University, even though its economy is
much smaller.

In contrast to other Middle East countries, it uses gas for heating due to its cold climate
and much of that use is subsidized, which discourages efficient use. South Pars is the
main source.

Oil and gas prices have risen on news of the attack

Although South Pars mainly supplies Iran’s domestic needs, global oil prices rose and
gas prices in Europe soared on the news of the attack — mainly over fears of Iranian
retaliation on Gulf energy infrastructure. The attack was “a serious escalation” due to
the threat of Iranian retaliation, said Andres Cala, geopolitical analyst at energy
intelligence firm Montel News.

Iran has struggled with rickety energy infrastructure and
shortages

Iran has suffered power shortages because of interruptions to gas supplies, even
though on paper it has huge energy reserves. In July, public buildings had to shut down
when a heat wave strained the power grid.

Qatar and Iran both tap the world’s largest gas field

Yet the two countries have made starkly different uses of the same underground
reserves.

Qatar, which has a much smaller population, has invested billions in developing the
field as a source of liquefied natural gas, which before the war it exported from its Ras
Laffan facility. There, gas is chilled to a liquid and loaded on tankers that head for
customers in Asia, who turn it back into gas form. It’s a lucrative business and has made
Qatar the supplier of about a fifth of the world’s LNG.

Ras Laffan shut down March 2 after an Iranian attack and then was hit again on
Thursday. The extent of the damage was unclear but the shutdown and attack were
raising prices for natural gas in Asia and Europe.

Thursday’s strikes were part of “a dangerous escalation” of the conflict and “a grim
warning” for the LNG market, said data and analytics firm Energy Intelligence.

Iran is another story. Sanctions and lack of investment mean that Iran feeds its gas into
its own pipeline system and uses it domestically for cooking, heating homes,
generating electricity, and as a raw material for industry. Iran exports relatively little,
about 9 billion cubic meters, compared to Qatar’s more than 120 billion cubic meters.
Iran’s export customers are Turkey and Armenia, both of which could access alternative
supplies.

Iran tried to develop LNG for export, but was blocked by
sanctions

Iran once planned three LNG export projects on its Persian Gulf coastline, one with
Total Energies and another with Shell. But sanctions over its nuclear program have
blocked the projects by barring the import of the needed technology and investment. A
third site at Asulayeh -- near the site of the attacks — is reportedly near completion
after starting construction almost 20 years ago.
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The attacked South Pars natural gas
field is an energy lifeline for Iran

Iran intensified its attacks on its Gulf Arab neighbors’ energy infrastructure Thursday, setting Qatari liquefied natural gas facilities and a Kuwaiti oil refinery ablaze as it hit back following an Israeli attack on
its main natural gas field, a major escalation in the Mideast war that has sent global fuel prices soaring.

BY  DAVID MCHUGH
Updated 7:45 AM EDT, March 19, 2026
Leer en español  Share  111Add AP News on Google

BREAKING
NEWS:
1 in 4 taxpayers was a
victim of identity theft.

Get protection

RELATED STORIES

The targeting of key Gulf
energy infrastructure raises
the risk of long-term
disruption

Crude oil prices surpass $100
a barrel as the Iran war
impedes production and
shipping

A boost for Moscow in the
shadow of Iran war: US allows
India to buy Russian oil for a
month

The SpaceX IPO Window IsThe SpaceX IPO Window Is
Closing — See How to PositionClosing — See How to Position
NowNow
Brownstone Research

Conversation
All comments are subject to our Community Guidelines.
Please note that comments are not moderated immediately — every post is reviewed before appearing publicly to ensure it
meets our community guidelines. This means there may be a delay before your comment is visible.

None of this is important.

We should be talking about Donald Trump‘s beautiful plans for his ballroom.

Who cares about the golden dome?

Concentrate on the golden home.

I’m sure it will really please his lover Lindsey Graham. 
REPLY 1 REPLY

Usapresbibi 11 DAYS AGO

 6  1

Lindsay Graham is NOT Donald's Trump's type. Now Peter Hegseth - that's another story.
REPLY

TonyfromWestCaldwell
Reply to Usapresbibi

11 DAYS AGO

 1  1

The war will last forever so Bibi doesn’t have to go to jail.

#Bibi files
REPLY

Usapresbibi 11 DAYS AGO

 2  2

Funny to see such bipartisan support.

Both sides come together when they’re serving their masters, AIPAC.

Only vote for people not taking a single penny from AIPAC
REPLY

Usapresbibi 11 DAYS AGO

 2  0

Israel's attack on the gas field was a deliberate escalation, then Trump and the US follow along. That's the exact
reason no other Western allies are joining in, they don't want to get dragged into a war they would have virtually
no control over. Israel is running the show.
REPLY 4 REPLIES

bmar 11 DAYS AGO

 5  0

SHOW OLDER REPLIES

That’s wonderful, just do it with Israeli money and leave the US out of it
REPLY 1 REPLY

Usapresbibi
Reply to this message

11 DAYS AGO

 2  0

Israel doesn't really produce much, but they get their weapons for free from the US for some reason. Make them
pay!
REPLY

TonyfromWestCaldwell
Reply to Usapresbibi

11 DAYS AGO

 1  1

LOAD MORE COMMENTS

Powered by

AP News

White House says the Iranian officials
‘are appearing more reasonable behind…
the scenes’ in talksWhite House press secretary Karoline Leavitt says 
Iranian officials are appearing "more reasonable" tha…

AP News

What to know about Tiger Woods'
rollover crash in Florida
Tiger Woods’ refusal to take a urine test following his 
recent rollover crash can be prosecuted under a …

GreensproutAdvertisement:

12 Things To Cut When
Living On Retirement

GreensproutAdvertisement:

12 Expenses Retirees Are
Quietly Dropping

Anti-Aging …Advertisement:

Plastic Surgeons Reveal:
Forget Collagen, Use This
Household Item Instead

Read More

Shoulder Relief NewsAdvertisement:

Relieve Rotator Cuff
Stiffness: The Reason It
Hasn't Calmed

Kitchen-ExpertsAdvertisement:

9 Out Of 10 American
Kitchens Have This Toxic
Pan — Here’s The One That…
Safe SpotOnAdvertisement:

Her Dog Never Escaped In 3
Years. Then Came The 2:17
PM Call

Read More

Sleep Digest PublicationAdvertisement:

Side Sleepers Get Achy Shoulders, Few Know
This "Side Sleeper" Trick

HealthClubJournalAdvertisement:

Just Add 1 Drop Of This Household Item To
Any Dark Spot and Wait 3 Minutes

Learn more

Sleep Digest PublicationAdvertisement:

CPAP Recall Has Thousands
of Sleep Apnea Sufferers
Rethinking Their Routine PeddleAdvertisement:

5 Clear Signs It's Time To Sell
Your Old Car

Read More

Anti-Aging …Advertisement:

Dermatologists: The 1
Vitamin You Need If You
Have Wrinkles

Read More

AP News

Ilia Malinin bounces back from Olympic
nightmare with 3rd straight world figur…
skating titleIlia Malinin reeled off one huge jump after another, 
and a backflip for good measure, to retain his world …

AP News

Student shoots a teacher and then fatally
shoots himself at a Texas high school,…
authorities sayA 15-year-old student shot a teacher at a Texas high 
school and then fatally shot himself. The Comal …

Comparis…Advertisement:

Who Charges The Least For
Car Insurance In New York?
(Check Zip Codes)

Learn more Beautiful …Advertisement:

Vinyl Windows Are Going
Extinct Thanks To This New
Material

Learn More

Hillsdale …Advertisement:

Artificial Intelligence and
the Defense of Liberty

Learn More

AP News

2 students dead and at least 7 others
injured in Tennessee school bus crash
Two students were killed and at least seven other 
people were injured Friday in a school bus crash in …

AP News

Dodgers' Freddie Freeman gets tagged
out with a hug after snapping 0-for-8 skid
Freddie Freeman got his first hit of the season, and it 
ended with a surprise hug on the basepath. The Los …

Consume…Advertisement:

Thousands of Timeshare
Owners Are Finally Getting
Out With Refunds

Learn More

Hillsdale …Advertisement:

A Quick Constitution Quiz
for Citizens

Learn More Real Bota…Advertisement:

Why More Adults Are Trying
7-Hydro

Learn More

SpaceX IPO Could Be the Biggest Ever — One
Exec Shows How to Get In

BROWNSTONE RESEARCH

Read More

9 Steps to a DIY Financial
Plan

CHARLES SCHWAB

Read More

Check If You Have
Unclaimed Money. Enter
Your Name & State.

BEENVERIFIED

Read More

MOST READ

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

Join the conversation

ADVERTISEMENT

US

TO

US

US

BM

2

US

TO

ALL COMMENTS 111 NEWEST

Skip Ad

Enable accessibility

TARIFFS Supreme Court strikes down tariffs Reactions 15% global tariff What could come next

Sign in DONATEWORLD U.S. POLITICS SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS SCIENCE MORE

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=mnn.Android&hl=en_US
https://apps.apple.com/app/apple-store/id364677107?pt=9141&ct=Apnews_footer&mt=8
https://apnews.com/purpose
https://apnews.com/contact-us
https://apnews.com/accessibility-statement
https://apnews.com/termsofservice
https://apnews.com/privacystatement
https://privacyportal.onetrust.com/webform/9efcd77d-fbf7-40b0-a4b6-8fe108d3d374/766ad301-0e47-4688-b35c-08a0bd369481
https://privacyportal.onetrust.com/webform/9efcd77d-fbf7-40b0-a4b6-8fe108d3d374/766ad301-0e47-4688-b35c-08a0bd369481
https://apnews.com/privacystatement#ca-notice
https://www.ap.org/
https://careers.ap.org/
https://contentservices.ap.org/
https://www.ap.org/about/news-values-and-principles
https://www.ap.org/about/our-role-in-elections
https://leads.ap.org/
https://blog.ap.org/
https://apimagesblog.com/
https://www.apstylebook.com/
https://apnews.com/community-guidelines
https://twitter.com/AP
https://www.instagram.com/apnews/
https://www.facebook.com/APNews
https://apnews.com/hub/tariffs
https://apnews.com/live/supreme-court-tariff-ruling-updates
https://apnews.com/article/trump-tariffs-court-france-korea-mexico-5269dba3c94ef58e57ff533a7527a74d
https://apnews.com/article/trump-tariff-truth-social-872c8f04112a8991d8aa6ae5005767b6
https://apnews.com/article/trump-tariffs-supreme-court-whats-next-b8b6d5d44ebb3640a88f7202754cb361
https://apnews.com/login
https://apnews.com/donate?target=button?pre-selected=true&payment-type=Monthly&payment-price=10
https://apnews.com/world-news
https://apnews.com/us-news
https://apnews.com/politics
https://apnews.com/sports
https://apnews.com/entertainment
https://apnews.com/business
https://apnews.com/science

