
Pam Bondi’s in trouble with
Republicans on Capitol Hill
The attorney general will soon have to appear before a House committee under
subpoena.

President Donald Trump, center, is joined by Attorney General Pam Bondi, left, and DHS Secretary Kristi
Noem during a Roundtable on Antifa in the State Dining Room of the White House in Washington, Oct. 8,
2025. | Francis Chung/POLITICO
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Attorney General Pam Bondi was already in trouble with congressional
Republicans. Now she could be facing an even more existential threat to her
political future after President Donald Trump ousted Homeland Security
Secretary Kristi Noem, showing his willingness to ax Cabinet members who
lose trust within the GOP.

Bondi is under intense scrutiny for her handling of the Jeffrey Epstein files. As
many as 20 Republicans might be prepared to back an effort to render
punishment against the nation’s top prosecutor for slowwalking the materials’
release, according to the Democrat helping lead the charge. And five
Republicans joined with Democrats on the House Oversight and Government
Reform Committee Wednesday to subpoena her testimony.

The White House is signaling confidence in Bondi’s leadership. Abigail
Jackson, a White House spokesperson, pointed to Trump’s remarks Thursday
during an unrelated news event where he called Bondi a “terrific person” who
is proving “how tough she is and I think the next three years she’s going to
really prove it.”

“Attorney General Pam Bondi has worked tirelessly to successfully implement
the President’s law and order agenda,” Jackson said in a statement. “The
President has full faith in the Attorney General.”

Justice Department spokesperson Natalie Baldassarre in a statement extolled
what the attorney general has done to deliver transparency in the Epstein case
and comply with the bill passed by Congress that mandated the files’ release.
She said those lawmakers who remain critical of the administration “refuse to
accept the truth.”

“These members know we are not hiding anything, and their laughable antics
to score cheap political points at the expense of victims will not sway our
mission to uphold the rule of law and keep the American people safe,” said
Baldassarre, who also provided a bulleted list of “DOJ Wins” and a handful of
quotes from Congressional Republicans lauding the attorney general.

And to be sure, Noem’s situation was unique. She oversaw an agency whose
federal immigration enforcement agents shot and killed two U.S. citizens in
Minnesota, faced questions about whether she spent hundreds of millions of
taxpayer dollars on a self-promotional ad campaign and clashed with border
czar Tom Homan.

But Noem’s back-to-back disastrous congressional hearings this past week laid
bare the extreme lack of confidence among Republicans in the outgoing
secretary’s leadership, and revealed the extent to which Trump can be
influenced by the sentiment of lawmakers in his party. For Bondi, the situation
is becoming increasingly dire.

Asked whether he believed Bondi continued to have support among House
Republicans, Rep. Tim Burchett (R-Tenn.), who voted to subpoena Bondi in
committee, responded, “I don’t know.”

“I just think it’s time to get some answers,” he added. “She’s in the batter’s box.
I’d say … let her hit.”

Democrats are also preparing to train all their attention on Bondi now that
Noem is no longer a top political target.

In a news conference Thursday, House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries said
Bondi and White House deputy chief of staff Stephen Miller — an architect of
the Trump administration’s aggressive immigration enforcement agenda —
have “got to go.”

“We’re going to approach those two toxic individuals with the same intensity
that has now led to the termination of Kristi Noem,” Jeffries added.

Bondi is not the only other high ranking administration official who remains
under the microscope on the Hill. Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick is also
facing calls from Democrats to resign for not previously disclosing the full
extent of his ties to Epstein, though he has not been charged with any
wrongdoing.

One House Republican, Rep. Nancy Mace of South Carolina, had plans to
formally call for an Oversight Committee vote to subpoena his testimony — an
outcome Lutnick preempted by announcing he would sit for a transcribed
interview with members of the panel voluntarily.

Bondi, however, has absorbed the brunt of GOP ire. For months, her handling
of the case against convicted sex offender Epstein has spurred outrage from a
swath of the MAGA base, which clamored for years for the federal government
to release the case materials in its possession and begin to hold powerful
people to account for their crimes.

The DOJ’s decision last July to withhold further Epstein-related information,
even after Bondi at one point boasted about having Epstein’s so-called client
list on her desk, prompted an all-out revolt in Congress. It culminated in the
passage of legislation, co-sponsored by Reps. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) and Ro
Khanna (D-Calif.), forcing the department to make all the files public.
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Under Bondi’s leadership, the DOJ ultimately blew past the statutory deadline
to comply with the new law. Officials later claimed the department had fulfilled
all its obligations, despite withholding case files and making redactions that
appeared to go beyond the scope of what the bill permitted.

“I’m not impressed with Bondi on the Epstein files, and I’ll make that
abundantly clear when I depose her whenever that day comes,” said Mace, who
brought the motion in the Oversight hearing Wednesday to subpoena the
attorney general. “She’s lost a lot of support among the base [and] up here as
well.”

Senior House Republicans have since last summer been perplexed and often
alarmed by Bondi’s handling of the Epstein matter, with even some members
of Speaker Mike Johnson’s leadership team privately arguing her decisions
fueled the House GOP rebellion over the Epstein case, according to four people
granted anonymity to share direct knowledge of the situation.

GOP leaders now are aware that Bondi could stir more fallout on the Hill if she
testifies as expected. One senior Republican, granted anonymity to speak
candidly, described her judgement as “not good on Epstein,” adding, “it
certainly hasn’t helped us.”

Among the potential political liabilities for Bondi: an ongoing bipartisan effort
to try to hold her in inherent contempt. Such a measure, which has not been
deployed successfully in decades, would allow the House to impose its own
punishment on Bondi — including potentially permitting the chamber’s
sergeant-at-arms to take her into custody.

Khanna said he and Massie had discussed that they would have “20
Republicans who may be open to a contempt filing if she doesn’t release more
files … I do believe she’s in trouble.”

Under pressure, the Justice Department released more Epstein files late
Thursday, including witness interviews with a woman who claimed she was
sexually assaulted by Trump when she was young. The president has denied
any wrongdoing in connection with Epstein and has not been charged with a
crime, and the White House has said the accusations are baseless and lack
credibility.

Oversight Democrats had previously announced they were looking into the
potential withholding of those specific materials containing the woman’s
allegation. None indicated Friday the department’s actions were satisfactory.
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“The world is watching as Pam Bondi continues to aid this White House cover-
up,” said the panel’s top Democrat, Rep. Robert Garcia of California, in a
statement Friday morning. “We look forward to having her testify under oath
before the Oversight Committee as soon as possible.”

Oversight Chair James Comer (R-Ky.) said his members are “trying to get an
update” on where the DOJ stands with the Epstein files. Asked whether Bondi
is on shaky ground, he said, “I have no idea. You’ll have to ask the president.”

Still, some House Republicans insist Bondi maintains broad support within
their conference and that the Oversight members are outliers who don’t
represent the consensus view of the party.

“There are several members of that committee that are perhaps seeking higher
office,” said Rep. Lance Gooden (R-Texas). “I don’t know if intentions are
always pure.”

Mace is running for governor. The other four who voted to subpoena Bondi —
Burchett and Reps. Lauren Boebert of Colorado, Scott Perry of Pennsylvania
and Michael Cloud of Texas — are seeking reelection to the House.

Their actions also suggest they are making a broader political calculation —
that their voters see the Epstein case as a potent issue that could carry weight
heading into election season.

Boebert said Thursday she had no intention to “go after” the attorney general
but is eager to find out why the federal Epstein investigation has not yet
resulted in further accountability or prosecutions.

Massie, who does not sit on the Oversight panel but questioned Bondi last
month at a combative House Judiciary hearing, said he believed the closed-
door setting afforded by a sworn deposition would give Bondi the opportunity
to provide more substantive testimony.

He suspected that his Republican colleagues would act increasingly
independent of the White House in the coming months, as more lawmakers
choose to retire and primary season passes. He also pointed to Noem as
evidence that Trump’s cabinet members are dispensable.

“I guess it shows it’s possible that he would, you know, replace people,” Massie
said.

Meredith Lee Hill, Mia McCarthy, Kyle Cheney and Erica Orden contributed
to this report.
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