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THE NEWS

DALLAS — At least half a dozen members of Congress are at risk of losing
their seats in Tuesday’s primaries, as the midterm campaign begins with a
frenzied gut check on voter anger.

Here in Texas, Republicans smashed primary spending records to protect
Sen. John Cornyn from two MAGA challengers, running months of ads that
blasted state Attorney General Ken Paxton as an amoral “con man” and
Rep. Wesley Hunt as a vote-skipping layabout. But public and private
polling put Cornyn well below the 50% required to prevent a May runoff
against Paxton and Hunt.

And Democrats will settle their own unexpectedly messy contest between
state lawmaker James Talarico and Rep. Jasmine Crockett.

Two House Republicans are also endangered in Texas. Some colleagues
have already abandoned Rep. Tony Gonzales, who’s denied any
wrongdoing around the suicide of a former staffer with whom he
exchanged sexual messages indicating an alleged affair.

Gonzales was struggling to hold his 23rd District even before the scandal,
barely beating 2nd Amendment activist and content creator Brandon
Herrera in 2024; Herrera is running again, along with Quico Canseco, a
one-term congressman who’s made multiple comeback attempts.

AD

Outside Houston, Rep. Dan Crenshaw is facing his own “anti-RINO”
challenge from state Rep. Steve Toth, who’s been boosted by friendly
interviews with MAGA influencers, an endorsement from Turning Point
Action, and, last week, an endorsement from Sen. Ted Cruz.

The Trump loyalty test is playing out in the state-level race to replace
Paxton, too: Cruz has endorsed Rep. Chip Roy, but Paxton backs his
former deputy Aaron Reitz, and state Sen. Mayes Middleton has
pummeled Roy with ads about his criticism of Trump.

Two incumbent Democrats face their own challengers after a 2025 re-map
of the state deleted several of their safe seats. In Dallas, former Rep. Colin
Allred is running to win his seat back from Rep. Julie Johnson, who won it
after Allred ran and lost a 2024 race against Cruz.

AD

“It’s a unique situation where the voters actually have a hard record to
compare, and hard results to compare,” Johnson told Semafor. “Did you
author legislation on health care? I have. He hasn’t. Did you author
legislation on affordability? I have. He hasn’t.”

In Houston, 11-term Rep. Al Green is challenging newly-elected Rep.
Christian Menefee, who won his seat after the death of an elderly
incumbent. Democrats see trouble ahead for Green, who’s 78 years old
and has been hammered by ads from the cryptocurrency PAC Fairshake.

“[We] cannot allow the crypto industry to control Congress,” Green said
after the ad buy started.

A similar story’s playing out in North Carolina, where Rep. Valerie Foushee
is defending her safe Democratic seat against Durham County
Commissioner Nida Allam.

AD

Foushee beat Allam by 9 points in a 2022 race for the seat, helped by $2.1
million in spending from AIPAC’s super PAC and $1 million from Fairshake.

Last summer, Foushee said she would reject further AIPAC support and
cosponsored legislation to block military funding for Israel. The pro-Israel
group cut Foushee off, and a new pro-Palestinian group, American
Priorities, rushed into the 4th District to help Allam.

Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., who backed Allam in both campaigns, came to
Durham to support her; Public First Action, a super PAC funded by
Anthropic, swooped in to help Foushee, who for the first time was being
outspent on the air.

WHAT TO WATCH AND WHEN

7:30 pm. Polls close across North Carolina, where Democrats are
watching Durham closely. Progressive Democrats haven’t unseated an
incumbent in a primary since 2020, but they’re hopeful the district has
moved toward Allam (and against AI; Allam backs a moratorium on new AI
data centers).

Former Gov. Roy Cooper has faced nominal opposition for the party’s
Senate nomination. President Donald Trump has endorsed former RNC
Chair Michael Whatley for the GOP nomination; among his challengers is
Michele Morrow, an activist who ousted the GOP state education
superintendent in 2024 but lost the general election after coverage of her
conspiratorial views.

8 pm. Polls close in almost all of Texas. In DC., Republicans widely expect
Cornyn to be forced into a runoff with Paxton, and are watching whether
Paxton leads the senator and by how much.

A runoff is less likely for Democrats, but not impossible, with perennial
candidate Ahmad Hassan on the ballot alongside Talarico and Crockett.
(He got 2% of the vote in the lower-turnout 2024 primary.)

In the new 15th District, which GOP Rep. Monica De La Cruz first won in
2022, Democratic singer (and top party recruit) Bobby Pulido is facing
physician Ada Cuellar, a more progressive candidate endorsed by Crockett
— another test of how much primary voters weigh party and ideological
loyalty against the premise of electability.

In the neighboring 28th District, Democratic Rep. Henry Cuellar (no
relation) has two primary challengers, his first since the Trump
administration ended his federal prosecution.

In Republican seats, and the seats they want to flip, the questions are less
complicated: Who has the Trump endorsement?

In the 34th District, the president is backing veteran Eric Flores over ex-
Rep. Mayra Flores, who won a special election in 2022 and has lost twice
to Democratic incumbent Vicente Gonzalez; Trump won the new district
by four points in 2024, and the entire GOP push for the Rio Grande Valley
is premised on Republicans holding on to or building on his gains. (Trump
lost the district by landslides before 2024.)

In the 9th District, Trump supports veteran Alex Mealer over Rep. Briscoe
Cain, despite Cain’s role in challenging the 2020 election results and re-
writing state election law to Trump’s liking.

Trump’s made endorsements in three more open seats: Carlos De La Cruz
in the new 35th District (redrawn from a Democratic to a lean-Republican
seat), Jessica Hart Steinmann in the new 8th District (where Rep. Morgan
Luttrell is retiring), and realtor Jon Bonck in the new 38th (which Wesley
Hunt left to run for Senate).

He’s neutral in the 10th, 19th, 21th, and 32nd districts — three safe GOP
seats where Republicans are retiring, and a Democratic seat redrawn for
Republicans, respectively.

8:30 pm. Polls close in Arkansas, where Republicans face no real danger in
November. Two conservative state supreme court justices, appointed by
Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders, are running for each other’s seats to
navigate around a prohibition on them seeking reelection.

9 pm. Polls close in Texas’s three western-most counties, including El
Paso. They’ve rarely been determinative in elections — El Paso County
casts around 4% of the Democratic vote — but could matter in a close
Senate race and in the Gonzales primary.

NOTABLE

Read Semafor’s dispatch from Tyler, Texas, as Crockett and
Talarico square off.

Crockett ejected a campaign reporter from one of her events,
Semafor’s Max Tani scooped.
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Iran strikes US embassies, military
bases in Saudi Arabia, Bahrain

Updated Mar 3, 2026, 7:04am EST

Smoke rises in Abu Dhabi. Abdelhadi Ramahi/Reuters

US diplomatic and military sites across the Gulf were hit as Tehran
sought to raise the costs to Washington and its allies of the aerial
assault on Iran. US President Donald Trump vowed a response “soon”
after his country’s embassy in Riyadh was hit by a drone attack, and
Tehran said it targeted a US base in Bahrain. The UAE, meanwhile, said it
was facing “a barrage of ballistic missiles from Iran,” and Qatar downed
two Iranian fighter jets and intercepted a dozen missiles and drones. The
conflict, one Atlantic Council expert said, will force Gulf nations “to
reassess their national security and economic strategies in ways that have
lasting consequences, long after US operations in Iran have concluded.”

— Prashant Rao

White House warns US likely to ramp
up assault on Iran

Updated Mar 3, 2026, 7:02am EST

The aftermath of a strike on Iran. Majid Asgaripour/WANA via Reuters

US President Donald Trump and his secretary of state warned that
Washington could yet ramp up its assault on Iran further, indicating no
immediate end in sight for the sudden conflict.

The US administration has given contradictory statements about its Iran
endgame, but offered no sign of relenting: Additional troops were heading
to the Middle East, the top US general said, and the war could last several
weeks, Trump noted, telling CNN that while his forces were “ahead of
schedule,” a “big wave” was coming.

Israel, meanwhile, launched a ground invasion of Lebanon and again hit
Tehran. A prolonged war could cause a “substantial spike” in inflation, the
European Central Bank’s chief economist told the Financial Times.

— Tom Chivers

AD

US, Israel attacks on Iran were long-
planned, report says

Updated Mar 3, 2026, 7:06am EST

The White House/Social Media/Handout via Reuters

The attack on Iran and the assassination of its Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei were both long-planned operations.

While US President Donald Trump had suggested he wanted a deal with
Tehran, behind the scenes “his move toward war grew inexorably,” The
New York Times said, encouraged by Israel’s prime minister and buoyed
by Trump’s own success in Venezuela.

Plans were made by mid-January, but neither Israel nor the US were ready,
and forces moved into place as the nuclear negotiations progressed.

Meanwhile, Israel had hacked Tehran’s traffic cameras years ago, and
knew Khamenei’s movements intimately, the Financial Times reported.
When Israel launched its attacks, it even disrupted nearby cellphone
towers to prevent his bodyguards receiving warnings.

— Tom Chivers

Trump hosts German Chancellor Merz
in Washington

Updated Mar 3, 2026, 7:13am EST

Al Drago/Reuters

US President Donald Trump will today host Germany’s chancellor for talks
that will be dominated by Washington’s escalating conflict with Iran.

Friederich Merz has in recent weeks sought to bolster Berlin’s global trade
ties, fearful of both Chinese state-backed overcapacity sidelining German
industry, and US tariffs hurting his country’s exports. The economic
priorities of his visit — as well as his efforts to raise support for Ukraine —
will, however, likely be overshadowed by expanding hostilities across the
Middle East, DW reported.

While Merz said Germany stood behind the US and Israel, officials have
also said that Berlin had “no intention” of participating in the campaign.
Striking the right balance will require delicate diplomacy from Merz.

— Jeronimo Gonzalez

AD

Global commodity prices surge as Iran
fallout widens

Updated Mar 3, 2026, 7:05am EST

Port of Fujairah, UAE, in the Strait of Hormuz. Stringer/File Photo/Reuters.

Global commodity prices surged as the fallout from the US and Israeli war
with Iran reverberated beyond the Middle East.

The benchmark international oil price rose 4%, reaching its highest level in
more than a year, as traffic through the Strait of Hormuz ground to a halt.

European gas prices skyrocketed around 70% this week after Qatar said it
would halt liquefied natural gas output. India, for example, slashed gas
sales to industrial firms, anticipating tighter supply.

Metals, too, are at risk: Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE are key
aluminum exporters, and the Middle East accounts for about 7% of global
output; the commodity’s price jumped as the conflict’s fallout hit the Gulf.

— Prashant Rao

US accuses Rwanda of violating DRC
ceasefire

Updated Mar 3, 2026, 7:41am EST

Trump and Rwanda’s president Kagame. Kevin Lamarque/File Photo/Reuters

The US imposed sanctions on Rwanda’s military, accusing it of violating a
Washington-brokered ceasefire in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo.

Kigali is accused of having funded the M23 militia that has taken over
mineral-rich areas of the DRC and sowed instability across the country. US
President Donald Trump oversaw negotiations between Rwanda and the
DRC in December, and hailed the ensuing truce as a “great miracle” that
would open up the latter for American mining firms. However, Washington
has struggled to de-risk the zone, slowing any potential investments.

— Jeronimo Gonzalez

Trump says no fixed timeline for US
campaign in Iran

Updated Mar 2, 2026, 7:10pm EST

Ken Cedeno/Reuters

US President Donald Trump said Monday there was no fixed timeline for
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US President Donald Trump said Monday there was no fixed timeline for
the military campaign against Tehran, signaling that the expanding Middle
East conflict could last weeks.

Even as the Pentagon chief rejected the idea of an “endless” war, Trump
said “whatever the time is, it’s OK, whatever it takes,” suggesting it could
extend beyond the initial plan of four to five weeks.

The UAE and Qatar, which have been targeted by Iranian reprisals, are
lobbying allies to pressure Washington into finding a diplomatic off-ramp,
Bloomberg reported.

Trump could also face domestic pressure: Six US service members have
been killed, and polls suggest most Americans disapprove of the strikes.
Rising gas prices could also dent Trump’s affordability messaging.

— J.D. Capelouto

US stocks rebound after Iran conflict
rattles global markets

Updated Mar 2, 2026, 7:01pm EST

Brendan McDermid/Reuters

US stocks rebounded Monday after the US attack on Iran rattled global
markets, with investors parsing the winners and losers of the Middle East
conflict.

Defense and energy stocks in New York rose while shares in travel
companies plunged. “We remain in a bull market despite escalating
geopolitical tensions,” one investment executive said. The US-Iran-Israel
war is the latest test of the widely held notion that markets largely shake
off global conflicts.

Still, some signs of strain emerged beyond stocks: Ten-year bond yields
rose on fears that rising oil prices could stoke inflation, and gold jumped.
Outside the energy sector, prices for fertilizer and aluminum — both
significant Gulf exports — could also surge due to shipping disruptions.

— J.D. Capelouto

US’ Iran campaign faces dwindling
munitions stockpiles

Updated Mar 2, 2026, 7:01pm EST

US Navy/Handout via Reuters

An extended US military campaign in Iran could be constrained by a
munitions shortage.

The Pentagon is racing to replenish its stocks of interceptors to thwart
Tehran’s aerial retaliation of missile and drone attacks, but “we’re using
them faster than we can replace them,” one analyst told The Wall Street
Journal. Fighting off Iran’s proxies in the Middle East has already eaten
into the US’ air-defense weapon supplies in the region, and while Israel’s
involvement has eased the strain, it is also rapidly using up its own
stockpiles.

The US’ top military general reportedly warned before the attack began
that any Iranian operation would be more difficult than Washington’s
intervention in Venezuela, noting that weapons stockpiles could be a
crucial limiting factor.

— Tom Chivers

Gulf weighs how to respond to Iran

Updated Mar 2, 2026, 6:55pm EST

Smoke from an Aramco refinery. Stringer/Reuters

Iran’s retaliatory strikes on Arab Gulf states have put the region in a
quagmire, as it faces the prospect of all-out war with Tehran.

The Islamic Republic has hit civilian targets and energy infrastructure in
the six oil-rich states, with the apparent calculation that they could
pressure the US back to negotiations.

But this strategy might backfire, analysts said, by strengthening the Gulf’s
resolve to confront Iran’s “unprecedented onslaught,” The Wall Street
Journal reported.

Gulf states have been on the defensive so far, pushing for diplomacy while
leaving the door open to respond to Iran’s aggression, but if the regime’s
strikes keep up, the UAE in particular “will undoubtedly flex its offensive
capabilities,” a Gulf security expert wrote for Semafor.

— J.D. Capelouto

BYD records steepest drop in sales
since pandemic

Updated Mar 2, 2026, 7:07pm EST

Rafael Martins/Reuters

Chinese EV giant BYD in February recorded its largest sales slump since
COVID, as domestic demand waned.

The expiration of government subsidies — coupled with a larger
consumption slowdown and the extended Lunar New Year holiday — have
hurt China’s carmakers and made overseas markets central to their
growth plans: BYD’s exports increased in February, while sales in China fell
65%. The company is building its first European plant in Hungary, and is
bidding to buy a Nissan-Mercedes-Benz plant in Mexico.

To boost demand in China, BYD has teased a “disruptive technology”
launch this week, likely linked to its next-generation charging technology,
CnEVPost reported.

— J.D. Capelouto

France to boost nuclear arsenal in
major policy overhaul

Updated Mar 2, 2026, 7:05pm EST

Yoan Valat/Pool via Reuters

France will increase its nuclear arsenal and may deploy the warheads to
allied European countries for the first time, President Emmanuel Macron
said Monday, marking a major overhaul of French policy.

The announcement reflected Paris’ efforts to strengthen Europe’s security
independence and deterrence amid questions about Washington’s
commitments to the continent.

Macron’s speech, planned long before a fresh conflict broke out in the
Middle East, nevertheless “illustrated France’s willingness to take on a
new role in a dangerous world,” The New York Times wrote.

For decades, France’s nuclear program “hardly excited our neighbors,
who felt protected by the American umbrella,” a Les Echos journalist
wrote. That those neighbors are now interested marks “a strategic turning
point.”

— J.D. Capelouto

Iran strikes spark US debate over war
powers

Updated Mar 2, 2026, 7:43am EST

Kent Nishimura/File Photo/Reuters

The strikes on Iran sparked a debate in the US about President Donald
Trump’s powers, and deepened divisions within his base.

Polling found Americans split largely down partisan lines on whether the
attacks were justified and whether they made the US safer, with a slim
majority saying that Trump should have sought congressional approval
before proceeding.

Both the House and the Senate are looking to vote on resolutions
restraining Trump’s ability to keep carrying out such attacks, although
even if enough Republicans rebel for such measures to pass, Trump would
likely veto. Most GOP lawmakers and voters support the offensive, but
usually pro-Trump figures such as Tucker Carlson, Steven Bannon, and
Erik Prince suggested it undermined the president’s MAGA agenda.

— Tom Chivers

US, Israel strikes deepen Iran’s
leadership succession crisis

Updated Mar 2, 2026, 7:09am EST

Ali Larijani, Secretary of the Supreme National Security Council of the Islamic Republic. Majid Asgaripour/WANA/File photo via Reuters

Iran’s leadership seemed to be in turmoil, with US and Israeli strikes
leaving top officials dead and the Islamic Republic appearing to have no
clear succession plan.

US President Donald Trump said that at least 48 Iranian “leaders” had
died, while the Institute for the Study of War noted that attacks had
particularly targeted Iran’s internal security apparatus, with top
intelligence, military, and police officers among the dead.

Amplifying the chaos were questions over who will replace Ali Khamenei,
Iran’s late leader, who was killed in the aerial barrage over the weekend.
Last summer, he identified three preferred successors, The New York
Times reported: Israel says it killed at least one of them.

— Prashant Rao

Iran strikes on Gulf countries dent
safe-haven reputation

Updated Mar 2, 2026, 7:16am EST

Raghed Waked/Reuters

Iran’s strikes against Gulf cities effectively severed what had been fitfully
improving regional ties and upended those metropolises’ carefully
cultivated reputations as havens for capital and talent.

Both Saudi Arabia and the UAE — the latter of which reported three
deaths as a result of the Iranian attacks — have so far not responded
militarily to Tehran’s operations, but have said they will not hold fire
indefinitely. Many Western expatriates in Abu Dhabi, Doha, or Dubai have
sought to flee cities built in large part on a perception of safety.

Riyadh, meanwhile, has emerged as a key exit route for the super-rich and
senior executives looking for safe passage out of the region, underlining
the Saudi capital’s transformation in recent years.

— Prashant Rao

Canada, India to sign multibillion-
dollar trade deal

Updated Mar 2, 2026, 7:24am EST

Adnan Abidi/Reuters

Ottawa and Delhi vowed to reach a multi-billion dollar trade deal this year,
the latest step in a recent push by Canada’s leader to knit together an
alliance of so-called middle powers in an effort to resist US and Chinese
dominance.

Following talks in the Indian capital, the two countries’ prime ministers
inked a deal deepening rare-earths cooperation, and pledged to double
bilateral trade by the end of the decade.

Their ties had been strained since the 2023 killing of an Indian activist in
Canada which Ottawa said was ordered by Delhi. However, Washington’s
steep tariffs have forced them together. Canada is “going all-in,” CBC
reported, with its prime minister due to visit Japan and Australia in the
coming days.

— Jeronimo Gonzalez

Anthropic says yet to hear about US
government blacklisting

Updated Mar 2, 2026, 7:22am EST

Al Drago/File Photo/Reuters

Anthropic said it had received no formal contact from the US government
about possible blacklisting amid a row in which the Pentagon has
threatened to cut off ties with the AI giant.

The Department of Defense said last week it would name the firm a
“supply chain risk,” banning all suppliers to the US military from working
with it, after Anthropic refused to allow defense officials to use its
technology in certain situations.

But “all we’ve seen are tweets,” Anthropic’s CEO Dario Amodei said.

Indeed, the Iran strikes were in part planned using Anthropic’s Claude,
The Wall Street Journal reported. Amodei said he had behaved
patriotically: “Disagreeing with the government is the most American
thing in the world.”

— Tom Chivers

Trump threatens ‘friendly takeover’ of
Cuba

Updated Mar 2, 2026, 7:20am EST

Norlys Perez/Reuters

US President Donald Trump said Washington could carry out a “friendly
takeover of Cuba,” with the island nation facing its worst crisis in decades
as the White House tightens its embargo.

After the US ousted the president of Venezuela and killed the leader of
Iran — two longtime Washington foes — Secretary of State Marco Rubio is
now reportedly in discussions with the grandson of former Cuban
President Raúl Castro about a potential political transition, though Havana
has rejected the claims.

The Trump administration has vowed to oust Cuba’s Communist regime,
which has overseen a drastic economic collapse during its six decades in
power, turning the island nation into one of the poorest countries in the
Western hemisphere.

— Jeronimo Gonzalez

Oil jumps, stocks fall as Iran war
threatens global economy

Updated Mar 2, 2026, 7:05am EST

Stringer/File Photo/Reuters

Oil prices jumped and stock markets fell over US and Israeli strikes on
Iran.

Attacks on shipping raised fears that the Strait of Hormuz could be closed;
Goldman Sachs said that European gas prices could double if the strategic
waterway closed for a month.

Commerzbank and JPMorgan both argued that a prolonged conflict could
push oil above $100 a barrel. Such a price spike would hit the US economy,
despite its growing self-sufficiency, and thus the world’s, analysts told the
Financial Times: Sharply increased global prices would mean higher costs
at the pump for consumers. Investors fled to havens such as gold and the
Swiss franc, while S&P 500 futures fell more than 1%.
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— Tom Chivers

US-Israel war on Iran expands beyond
Middle East

Updated Mar 2, 2026, 7:03am EST

Mohamed Azakir/Reuters

The US-Israel war with Iran expanded across — and beyond — the Middle
East.

Israel struck targets in Lebanon, after Hezbollah launched rockets in
retaliation over the death of Iran’s supreme leader, while explosions were
reported in major Gulf cities, and three ships in the Strait of Hormuz were
hit by apparent Iranian fire. A drone exploded at a British air base after the
UK said US forces could use British facilities. All this while attacks on Iran
continued, with thousands of strikes reported, leaving upwards of 500
people dead.

Three US servicemen have died, but US regional allies are bearing the
brunt of Iran’s response, the BBC’s security correspondent wrote: Hotels,
shopping malls, and airports have been hit.

— Tom Chivers

Middle East thrust into war as Iran
leader killed in US, Israel attack

Updated Mar 1, 2026, 5:52pm EST

Airbus DS 2026/Handout via Reuters

The Middle East was thrust into a widening war after US and Israeli strikes
on Iran killed the country’s supreme leader.

An interim committee took over governing Iran after the death of
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who had ruled since 1989 and oversaw a nuclear
program that triggered punishing sanctions. The latest strikes by the US
and Israel came amid negotiations over that nuclear program that had
been due to resume within days.

Khamenei saw off opponents at home while extending Tehran’s power
across the Middle East via a network of proxies in Lebanon, Iraq, Syria,
and Yemen.

Several top commanders were also killed in the strikes and no clear
successor is lined up, but experts said that grassroots regime change,
which US President Donald Trump encouraged, remains challenging.

Tehran retaliated by striking Israel and US Gulf allies, rattling nations
whose economic booms require security and stability.

— Prashant Rao and J.D. Capelouto

Gulf markets slump, oil futures spike
after Iranian attacks

Updated Mar 1, 2026, 5:24pm EST

Faisal Al Nasser/Reuters

Stock markets in the Gulf slumped and oil prices are set to spike as
investors digest the impacts of a barrage of Iranian strikes that have
upended years of regional security and shaken markets that had seemed
able to brush off geopolitical risk.

OPEC+ agreed to a larger-than-expected increase in output to mitigate the
anticipated price jump, but that may still face the practical challenge of
actually getting Gulf oil into global markets. A spike in oil prices is only
useful if Gulf producers can safely export crude to customers, but Iran has
threatened ships traversing the Strait of Hormuz chokepoint: Around 20%
of global oil supply passes through the narrow waterway, not to mention
the goods that also move through. Ship traffic through the Strait has
plummeted.

Markets in the region that were open on Sunday dropped. The Saudi
Tadawul fell by nearly 5% before paring losses, while the Oman and
Bahrain bourses also slipped. Iran’s strikes on Gulf cities are a blow to the
region’s goal of promoting itself as a financial center that can be a haven of
stability. Gulf governments have leaned on stock markets as a way to bring
in foreign investors and raise money to fuel economic diversification
plans. This had been having some success, until now.

— Matthew Martin

Iran strikes show how Trump’s foreign
policy bucks norms on war

Updated Mar 1, 2026, 5:35pm EST

People cheer the ayatollah’s death in New York City. Jeenah Moon/Reuters

The audacious mission to take out Iran’s leader underscored US President
Donald Trump’s brand of foreign policy, defined by unpredictability and a
willingness to disregard longstanding norms, analysts said.

Trump has embraced unilateral uses of force — including the once-taboo
targeting of heads of state, a Harvard professor noted — to achieve his
foreign policy goals.

He’s also bucked a long-held strategy that Washington should only enter
war with clear objectives and an exit strategy, a foreign policy analyst said:
“Instead Trump has preserved the flexibility to adapt based on how things
unfold.”

As Trump moves to reshape the Middle East’s regional order, the strikes
leave China and Russia — Iran’s key partners — with little power to
influence events on the ground.

— J.D. Capelouto

Fighting intensifies between
Afghanistan and Pakistan

Updated Mar 1, 2026, 5:36pm EST

Stringer/Reuters

Military conflict between Pakistan and Afghanistan intensified over the
weekend, deepening instability in a region that was further rattled by US
and Israeli strikes on Iran.

Islamabad declared “open war” on Kabul’s Taliban government on Friday,
following years of tensions and border clashes between the neighbors:
Pakistan has accused Afghanistan of harboring militants that have waged
attacks in Pakistan.

As blasts and gunfire rocked Kabul on Sunday, analysts said there is still
room for escalation and no clear off-ramp.

Global powers including the US, China, and India have interests in the
region; Beijing, which has invested billions in an economic corridor with
Pakistan while cultivating ties with the Taliban, said it is working on
mediation.

— J.D. Capelouto

Downloads of Anthropic’s Claude
surge after Pentagon spat

Updated Mar 1, 2026, 5:37pm EST

Evelyn Hockstein and Bhawika Chhabra/Reuters

Downloads of Anthropic’s Claude chatbot app surged in the US after the AI
startup’s spat with the Pentagon escalated.

Anthropic refused to give the US military unfettered access to its
technology, prompting the Department of Defense to designate the
company a “supply chain risk,” meaning no one that does business with
the US military can do business with Anthropic.

Daily Claude signups have tripled since November, the company said,
showing how the startup can benefit if it is “remembered as a principled
and moral actor,” Semafor’s tech editor wrote.

Still, he noted, existing laws and built-in safeguards would have addressed
the same concerns Anthropic raised, including domestic surveillance by
the Pentagon, which is already illegal.

— J.D. Capelouto

Chinese car price war starts to pick
back up

Updated Mar 1, 2026, 5:36pm EST

Vincent West/Reuters

China’s carmakers are reigniting a fraught price war in a bid to reverse a
slump in sales.

Faced with swelling inventories, several auto brands announced post-
Lunar New Year incentives that reflect “mounting pressure across the
industry,” Caixin wrote, with foreign brands like Tesla also joining in on the
price cuts.

Car sales in the largest global auto market fell 14% in January year-on-year
as government subsidies dried up.

But some brands might be reluctant to partake in another price war given
regulatory scrutiny from Beijing aimed at curbing so-called “involution,” a
race-to-the-bottom competitive spiral.

Chinese carmakers’ challenges extended to Europe: They have made deep
commitments on the continent, but their share of the regional market
dipped in January.

— J.D. Capelouto

Jack Dorsey’s Block to slash staff by
40% over AI progress

Updated Feb 27, 2026, 6:58am EST

Jack Dorsey. U.S. House of Representatives Energy and Commerce Committee/Handout via Reuters

The financial services company Block will cut its headcount by 40%, citing
AI advancements, and predicted that other businesses would follow suit.

The firm’s co-founder, former Twitter boss Jack Dorsey, said “intelligence
tool capabilities are compounding faster every week” and a smaller team
could “do more and do it better.” Block’s shares went up 24% on the news.

Other companies have made similar moves, including Amazon and
JPMorgan, although skeptics suspect they are ordinary layoffs under an AI
smokescreen: Tech firms in particular saw hiring sprees during the
pandemic, and are returning to 2019 numbers, CNN reported.
Nonetheless, AI tools have become more powerful, and software firms’
stocks cratered when Anthropic unveiled more powerful coding tools.

— Tom Chivers

Anthropic holds firm in DoD face-off
over military AI

Updated Feb 27, 2026, 6:57am EST

Anthropic CEO Dario Amodei. Denis Balibouse/Reuters

Anthropic said it “cannot in good conscience” accede to US Department of
Defense demands to allow its AI model to be used for wider military
purposes.

The Pentagon threatened to cancel Anthropic’s $200 million defense
deals and potentially label it a “supply chain risk” if it did not change the
terms of its contracts to permit its use in domestic surveillance and
autonomous weapons.

Anthropic CEO Dario Amodei refused the request, saying that using
existing AIs for those purposes would undermine “fundamental liberties”
and put “America’s warfighters and civilians at risk.” The AI-focused
writer Scott Alexander said that Amodei “having a spine” and choosing
“principles over profits” makes him “a precious resource that must be
defended.”

— Tom Chivers

North American trade agreement faces
further uncertainty

Updated Feb 27, 2026, 7:01am EST

Canada’s prime minister, Mexico’s president, and the US president. Mandel Ngan/File Photo/Reuters

The trilateral trade agreement between Canada, Mexico, and the US could
require annual reviews if Washington refuses to sign an extension, risking
huge trade upheaval, Ottawa warned.

USMCA’s signatories must reconfirm the deal every six years, or it reverts
to yearly checks. The first renewal falls in July, and Canada’s Minister for
US Trade Dominic LeBlanc warned that the US may block it.

President Donald Trump has repeatedly threatened to withdraw from the
accord, agreed during his first term; Canada and Mexico both rely on the
US for the vast majority of exports, and are seeking trade ties elsewhere.
The uncertainty over whether the agreement will continue could be a
deliberate strategy on Washington’s part, LeBlanc said.

— Jeronimo Gonzalez

Pakistan in ‘open war’ with
Afghanistan after cross-border strikes

Updated Feb 27, 2026, 6:56am EST

Pakistani security forces/Handout via Reuters

Pakistan said it is in “open war” with Afghanistan after both sides carried
out cross-border strikes.

Islamabad claimed to have killed more than 130 Taliban targets in Kabul
and elsewhere, with Pakistan’s defense minister warning “there will be
chaos and reckoning.” The attacks follow years of tensions: Pakistan
accuses the Afghan authorities of doing little to halt militant groups
operating in the region, with their porous border providing a safe haven for
militants.

The fraying ties prompted Islamabad to return almost three million
Afghan nationals in recent months, straining Kabul’s scant resources. The
conflict also threatens to worsen Afghanistan’s already grave humanitarian
crisis, exacerbated by Western aid cuts following the Taliban’s return to
power in 2021.

— Jeronimo Gonzalez

Chinese universities rise in global
rankings

Updated Feb 27, 2026, 9:19am EST

Aly Song/Files/File Photo/Reuters

Beijing’s massive education investments have helped to create dozens of
elite institutions, pushing Chinese universities up the global rankings.

China’s ascent has been underpinned by heavy spending in science and
technology: Chinese STEM graduates outnumber US ones by more than
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technology: Chinese STEM graduates outnumber US ones by more than
eight to one. Quality is up too. Beijing’s so-called genius program now
recruits 100,000 talented teenagers every year, often fast-tracking their
education through to the end of tertiary education.

Rising anti-Chinese sentiment in the US has also fed the return of some of
the country’s brightest minds. One American researcher said the trend
was not coincidental: “It’s not a ‘mystery bounce’ but the result of three
decades of sustained, targeted investment,” he told the Financial Times.

— Jeronimo Gonzalez
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