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Nicholas Riccio's comment was shut off on Fox News -Credit:getty (getty)

Fox News has come under fire once again during its coverage of the White House Correspondents' Dinner on

Saturday, April 25. The news channel was one of the first to break the terrifying news that shots had been

fired at the Hilton hotel.

Donald Trump and his wife, Melania, along with other cabinet members, were swiftly taken away by the Secret

Service, and the event was later postponed. Trump then organized an emergency press briefing where more

information on the shooter was disclosed.

During Fox News' show, they spoke to their own reporter, Aisah Hasnie, who was at the dinner and sitting with

Karoline Leavitt's husband, Nicholas Riccio, 60.

Aisah said, "The Press Secretary's husband was one of our guests; he was sitting right next to me. Right as

dinner was starting, the National Anthem played, and then he leaned over and said, 'I watched you on TV, you

do a great job, but you need to be very safe.'

• Erika Kirk breaks down in tears backstage as shots fired at White House Correspondents' Dinner

• Melania traumatized by shooting after turning to Donald Trump panicked by 'bad noise'

"He was very serious when he said that to me, and he kinda looked around the room and said, 'There are

some–'". The call then mysteriously cut off, with many viewers believing it was done on purpose.

One wrote on X: "They didn't even try to reconnect. That call was dropped on purpose." A second echoed: "I

was listening to her live. That was definitely FOX who cut off the call. I really wanted to hear the remainder of

her comment."

A third admitted, "My jaw dropped. They literally cut her off. Wake up, peeps." While a fourth added: "Dropped

on purpose. Completely staged."

Karoline had attended the event with her husband after confirming she was heading on maternity leave

yesterday. The press secretary is due to have her second child next month.

Guests hid under the tables after reports of gunshots -Credit:pbs

Just as guests were finishing the salad course of the White House Correspondents' dinner, Donald and his

wife, Melania, were spotted in conversation with Karoline Leavitt and CBS's Weijia Jiang when chaos ensued.

Gunshots were heard, causing attendees to find shelter under their tables while the Trumps were

immediately evacuated from the event.

That night, the U.S. president gave a press briefing, where he revealed chilling footage of the gunman

charging security after the shooting.

"He was running full blast, but they got him," Trump said. During his statement, he also applauded his wife for

her resilience.

He said, "I want to thank the first lady for what was a rather traumatic experience for her. There was a lot of

action taking place up there very quickly, but again, the response time was really incredible."

The president said Melania reacted quickly to the sound of the gunshot. He first “sort of thought it was a tray"

while "she knew immediately what happened."

The latest is that the man in his 30s from California has been taken into custody with more information

coming in every minute.
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President Trump and First Lady Melanie Trump attend the White House Correspondents' Assn. dinner in Washington on Saturday, April 25, 2026.
Later in the evening, guests heard gunshots. (Gavin Quinton / Los Angeles Times )

President Trump was evacuated from the White House Correspondents' Assn. dinner on Saturday evening

after gunshots were fired, and a person was taken into custody.

A Times reporter attending the dinner sheltered in a restroom after the incident. He said he heard about four

or five gunshots around 8:30 p.m. Eastern time. He said a security guard told him that the person may have

had a gun and that they were shot. It was unclear whether the person was dead or wounded.

According to multiple on-scene witnesses, an unknown man dashed toward the dining area and was met

with gun fire. One hotel security guard said she observed the individual with a firearm. Several other

witnesses said they were unsure if the individual was in possession of a weapon.

Video taken by the reporter showed a person on the ground surrounded by law enforcement officers as

people were being ordered to evacuate the area.

Video taken by CSPAN showed President Trump and First Lady Melania Trump sitting on stage when federal

agents and Secret Service officers take them away, while other officers stand guard with assault rifles.

Someone in the room can be heard yelling, "Get down."

White House officials said the president and first lady are safe.

Trump said on Truth Social that he planned to hold a news conference and would reschedule the dinner

within 30 days.

"The First Lady, plus the Vice President, and all Cabinet members, are in perfect condition," he said in his post.

"We will be speaking to you in a half an hour."
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Outside the ballroom, secret service, FBI, Homeland Security Investigations and other federal officers were

stationed in the hallways leading into the room.

Guests scattered, many making phone calls. Most attendees appeared calm, though a few appeared shaken.

Some huddled near the bathrooms, talking. Anti-war protesters remained on the street outside the hotel

where the event was taking place.

A presidential motorcade was spotted outside the Washington Hilton hotel at about 8:45 p.m., though Trump

appeared to be at the hotel.

At about the same time, an ambulance arrived on scene as about 100 event attendees were escorted out.

The White House Correspondents' dinner is an annual event organized by the White House Correspondents'

Assn. (WHCA), a group of journalists who cover the White House. The dinner features a speech by the sitting

president, journalists and hosts, often comedians.

This is a developing story and will be updated.

Times staff writers Andrea Castillo and Ana Ceballos contributed to this report.

Sign up for Essential California for news, features and recommendations from the L.A. Times and beyond in

your inbox six days a week.

This story originally appeared in Los Angeles Times.
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WASHINGTON, DC - APRIL 25: Attendees hide under tables after an incident at the annual White House Correspondents Association Dinner April
25, 2026 in Washington, DC. According to reports, President Donald Trump, along with other government officials, were evacuated from the
Washington Hilton after what sounded like gun fire. (Photo by Nathan Howard/Getty Images) - Nathan Howard/Getty Images

President Donald Trump and First Lady Melania Trump were rushed out of the White House Correspondents’

Association Dinner after a series of loud bangs were heard during the event at the Washington Hilton on April

25. In a video from the event, attendees can be seen dropping to the floor as security moves quickly to secure

the room.

According to the Associated Press, the sounds were confirmed gunshots, and that Trump, Vice President JD

Vance, and his Cabinet members are all safe with no injuries. Trump said a shooter was apprehended in a

social media post.

“Quite an evening in D.C. Secret Service and Law Enforcement did a fantastic job. They acted quickly and

bravely,” Trump wrote in his post. “The shooter has been apprehended, and I have recommended that we “LET

THE SHOW GO ON” but, will entirely be guided by Law Enforcement. They will make a decision shortly.”

Trump then followed with the post: “Law Enforcement has requested that we leave the premises, consistent

with protocol, which we will do, immediately. I will be giving a press conference in 30 minutes from the White

House Press Briefing Room. The First Lady, plus the Vice President, and all Cabinet members, are in perfect

condition. We will be speaking to you in a half an hour. I have spoken with all the representatives in charge of

the event, and we will be rescheduling within 30 days. President DONALD J. TRUMP”

The night was Trump’s first time at the WHCA dinner.

According to AP, a law enforcement official confirmed there was a shooter, but no further details were

immediately available. Some in the crowd reported hearing what they believed to be five to eight shots fired.

The banquet hall was evacuated.

Read the latest entertainment news on TV Insider.

WHCA dinner shaken by shooting;
Trump evacuated, gunman faces
charges

Sun, April 26, 2026, 12:58 AM EDT
0

A heavily armed man interrupted Washington’s annual White House Correspondents Association dinner on

Saturday, forcing the evacuation of President Trump and first lady Melania Trump and shaking up a crowd of

journalists and government officials from both parties.

The gunman exchanged fire with law enforcement before being subdued as the Trump and members of the

Cabinet were rushed from the annual event at the Washington Hilton. Attendees immediately took cover

under their tables. Some Cabinet officials stayed in the room after the shooting.

The suspect, who was armed with a shotgun, a handgun and multiple knives, according to police, charged

through a security checkpoint outside of the ballroom where the dinner was being held. Video showed the

man sprinting past secuirty officers who immediately took positions to fire on him.

A Secret Service agent was shot, but saved by their bulletproof vest, and is said to be in “good spirits,”

according to the agency.

Jeanine Pirro, U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia, told reporters at a separate press conference that the

suspect, who was not shot, is facing charges of using a firearm during a crime of violence and assault on a

federal officer using a dangerous weapon.

The suspect, who has not been publicly identified, was taken to a local hospital to be treated for his injuries.

Following the incident, Trump gave updates on Truth Social while still at the dinner as attendees waited to see

whether the night would continue.

Trump at a late press conference said he wanted to come back in to restart the night, but was told by law

enforcement that he needed to leave the premises.

The president struck a unifying tone while speaking to reporters in the White House press briefing room,

calling for national unity.

“But in light of this evening’s events, I ask that all Americans recommit with their hearts and resolving our

differences peacefully. We have to. We have to resolve our differences,” Trump said.

Trump also took an unusually conciliatory tone toward the press during the briefing, and thanked them for

their “responsible” coverage of the incident.

The first question the president took was from Weija Jiang, senior White House correspondent for CBS and

president of the White House Correspondents Association.

“Madam chairman,” Trump said. “I just want to say you did a fantastic job, what a beautiful evening and we’re

going to reschedule.”

“You’ve done a fantastic job,” he said.
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The president invoked his planned White House ballroom, saying Saturday’s shooting highlighted the need for

the structure.

“I didn’t want to say this but this is why we have to have all of the attributes of what we’re planning at the

White House. It’s actually a larger room, and it’s much more secure,” Trump said, noting the structure was

“drone proof” and has “bulletproof glass.”

“That’s why Secret Service, that’s why the military are demanding it,” he said.

World leaders, along with Trump’s political allies and critics, were quick to react to Saturday’s shooting.

“Prayers have been answered for the safety of President Trump, the First Lady, cabinet members, and all

guests at the event,” said Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R-Texas).

New York City Mayor Zohran Mamdani (D) said “political violence is absolutely unacceptable, while Sen. Mark

Kelly (D-Ariz.) said in a post on X that he was “thankful that the President and others at the correspondents

dinner are safe, and for the quick response from law enforcement.”

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney expressed relief that Trump and everyone in the room was unharmed.

“Political violence has no place in any democracy and my thoughts are with all those who have been shaken

by this disturbing event,” he said on X.

The incident took place against the backdrop of the Iran war, but Trump said he did not believe there was a

connection.

Police say they believe the suspect was a lone wolf actor.

The incident put Trump and members of the media, who have clashed throughout his presidency, through a

shared traumatic event.

Trump said he had wanted to return to the dinner that night to make the point that a gunman could not

succeed in interrupting such an event, but that police had said it would be against protocol.

He suggested he had been ready to say some harsh jokes about the press, but that when a new dinner is held

in 30 days, he might have to be softer with his approach.

Copyright 2026 Nexstar Media, Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,

rewritten, or redistributed.

 For the latest news, weather, sports, and streaming video, head to The Hill. 
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