
 
June 16, 2026 

 
The Honorable Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. 
Secretary 
Department of Health and Human Services 
 
The Honorable Jay Bhattacharya 
Acting Director 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
 
Kyle Diamantas 
Acting Commissioner  
Food and Drug Administration 
 
Dear Secretary Kennedy, Acting Director Bhattacharya, and Acting Commissioner Diamantas: 
 
 Since assuming the chairmanship of the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 
(“PSI” or “the Subcommittee”) in January 2025, I have released multiple reports and thousands 
of pages of records detailing the harms caused by the COVID-19 injections, including most 
recently a report showing how federal health agencies willfully ignored problems with a vaccine 
safety monitoring system leading to missed safety signals.1   
 

Recently, records produced in response to my request for documents and communications 
connected to the Food and Drug Administration’s (“FDA”) finding of pediatric deaths linked to 
the COVID-19 injections, revealed that as early as December 5, 2025, federal health officials 
recommended updating the vaccines’ safety labels to include a warning of “myocarditis with 
fatal outcomes.”2  Press reports suggest that instead of taking steps to address safety issues, 
federal health officials are doubling down on the mRNA COVID-19 vaccines.  According to 
reports, on June 1, 2026, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”) awarded 
Pfizer two contracts for COVID-19 mRNA vaccines worth approximately $1.24 billion.3  The 
decision to award these contracts raises questions about CDC’s commitment to vaccine safety. 
 

 
1 See Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations Majority Staff Report, Failure to Warn: How Federal Health 
Agencies Downplayed the Risk of Myocarditis and Other Adverse Events Following COVID-19 Vaccination, May 
21, 2025; and Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations Majority Staff Report, Unmasked: How Biden Health 
Officials Purposely Turned a Blind Eye Toward COVID-19 Vaccine Safety Signals, Apr. 29, 2026. 
2 PSI_COVID-19_Vaccine_000395-96 (see Enclosure) (emphasis in original). 
3 TrialSite Staff, CDC Awards Pfizer $1.24 Billion for COVID-19 Vaccines Despite Falling Demand and Ongoing 
Safety Debate, TrialSiteNews, June 11, 2026, available at https://www.trialsitenews.com/a/cdc-awards-pfizer-1.24-
billion-for-covid-19-vaccines-despite-falling-demand-and-ongoing-safety-debate-e3060951. 
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 Since 2021, I have sent more than 78 letters on the COVID-19 pandemic, including more 
than 23 letters focused specifically on safety concerns about the COVID-19 injections.  In 
January 2025, I issued a subpoena to the Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS”) to 
finally get the American public the transparency that the Biden administration had refused to 
provide.4  As a result of my efforts, and thanks to Secretary Kennedy’s commitment to radical 
transparency, HHS produced millions of pages of records that had been withheld by the Biden 
administration. 
 
 Based on those records, the Subcommittee has uncovered a number of serious failures by 
federal health agencies under the Biden administration in monitoring the safety of the COVID-19 
injections.  On May 21, 2025, PSI released a report and thousands of pages of records in 
conjunction with a hearing revealing the extent to which Biden health officials downplayed the 
risk of myocarditis caused by the mRNA COVID-19 injections.5  That report found that despite 
being aware of the risk of myocarditis in young people after receiving an mRNA COVID-19 
injection, Biden health officials dismissed the seriousness of the threat and ultimately failed to 
immediately alert the public and health care professionals.6 
 
 The failures surrounding myocarditis proved to be only the tip of the iceberg in how 
federal health agencies mishandled vaccine safety monitoring.  On April 29, 2026, PSI released a 
report and records in conjunction with a hearing that detailed how Biden health officials ignored 
a known flaw in their COVID-19 vaccine safety monitoring system that resulted in safety signals 
for serious adverse events being missed.7  The Subcommittee’s report, entitled “Unmasked:  
How Biden Health Officials Purposely Turned a Blind Eye Toward COVID-19 Vaccine Safety 
Signals,” revealed that on March 1, 2021, senior officials responsible for monitoring the safety of 
the COVID-19 injections, including Dr. Peter Marks, were warned by an expert in FDA’s data 
mining system, Dr. Ana Szarfman, that the algorithm the system used was failing to identify 
potential safety signals as a result of a statistical limitation called masking.8  At the same 
meeting, Dr. Szarfman presented these same senior health officials with a newer algorithm that 
would address the masking problem and identify otherwise hidden safety signals.9  However, it 
appears no action was taken to address the flaws Dr. Szarfman identified.10 
 

On March 26, 2021, roughly three weeks after first warning of the failures of the current 
safety monitoring method, Dr. Szarfman shared a data analysis using the newer method that 
identified signals for serious adverse events that were previously hidden.11  The new 
methodology identified 49 examples of extreme masking and over twenty statistically significant 

 
4 Subpoena from Ron Johnson, Chairman, Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, to Dorothy Fink, Acting 
Secretary, Department of Health and Human Services, Jan. 28, 2025, on file with Subcommittee. 
5 Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations Majority Staff Report, Failure to Warn: How Federal Health Agencies 
Downplayed the Risk of Myocarditis and Other Adverse Events Following COVID-19 Vaccination, May 21, 2025. 
6 Id. 
7 Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations Majority Staff Report, Unmasked: How Biden Health Officials 
Purposely Turned a Blind Eye Toward COVID-19 Vaccine Safety Signals, Apr. 29, 2026. 
8 Id. at 16-17. 
9 Id. 
10 See generally Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations Majority Staff Report, Unmasked: How Biden Health 
Officials Purposely Turned a Blind Eye Toward COVID-19 Vaccine Safety Signals, Apr. 29, 2026. 
11 Id. at 18-19. 
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As PSI’s April 2026 report revealed, rather than take Dr. Szarfman’s warnings seriously 
and update their safety monitoring system, senior FDA officials told her to cease and desist while 
they continued to use the flawed system for monitoring COVID-19 vaccine safety.14  Federal 
health officials were more worried about “anti-vaccination rhetoric” than truly monitoring the 
safety of the vaccines.15 
 
 Under Secretary Kennedy’s leadership, it appeared that federal health officials were 
taking steps to address the failure of the Biden administration to take COVID-19 vaccine safety 
issues seriously.  In November 2025, it was reported that the FDA’s Center for Biologics 
Evaluation and Research (“CBER”), which is responsible for COVID-19 vaccine safety 
oversight, had identified “at least 10 children [who] died after and because of receiving the 
COVID-19 vaccination.”16  Following these reports, I wrote to Secretary Kennedy requesting the 
information and records connected to these deaths.17 
 
 The records produced by Secretary Kennedy and HHS to date, confirmed that in 
November 2025, CBER officials initially identified 10 pediatric deaths as probably or possibly 
connected to the COVID-19 injections.18  These same records show, however, that by December 
5, 2025 CBER officials had changed their findings on three pediatric deaths from probably or 
possibly caused by the COVID-19 injections to un-assessable or unlikely—resulting in what 
appears to be a final finding of seven pediatric deaths assessed as probably or possibly caused by 
the COVID-19 injections.19  Although what drove the decision to change these three cases 
remains to be seen, what is clear is that these officials appear to have determined that the seven 
cases warranted warning about the risks.   
 

One such FDA official involved in the analysis wrote in a December 5, 2025 email 
sharing CBER’s findings “[o]ur DPV [(Division of Pharmacovigilance)] recommendation is to 
trigger class SLC [(Safety Labeling Changes)] to include myocarditis with fatal outcomes in 
labeling for mRNA COVID-19 vaccines, and we plan to present the results and recommendation 
for SLC during 12/11/25 SWG.”20  It is unclear whether this presentation occurred and to what 

 
14 Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations Majority Staff Report, Unmasked: How Biden Health Officials 
Purposely Turned a Blind Eye Toward COVID-19 Vaccine Safety Signals, Apr. 29, 2026, at 26. 
15 Id. 
16 Emily Kopp, FDA Chief Medical Officer Demands ‘Introspection’ by Staff After Report Tracing 10 Children’s 
Deaths to COVID Vaccine, DailyCaller, Nov. 29, 2025, available at https://dailycaller.com/2025/11/29/food-drug-
administration-vinay-prasad-demands-introspection-staff-email-report-10-children-deaths-covid-vaccine/.  See also 
PSI_COVID-19_Vaccine_000001-5 (on file with Subcommittee). 
17 Letter from Ron Johnson, Chairman, Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, to Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., 
Secretary, Department of Health and Human Services, Dec. 15, 2025, available at 
https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2025-12-15-RHJ-to-HHS18.pdf. 
18 PSI_COVID-19_Vaccine_000395-96. 
19 See PSI_COVID-19_Vaccine_000327-94 (on file with Subcommittee).  In addition, a February 10, 2026 
memorandum on deaths in young adults aged 18-24 after receiving a COVID-19 vaccine identified three cases as 
possibly caused by the vaccine. PSI_COVID-19_Vaccine_000197-271 (on file with Subcommittee).  I am also 
enclosing drafts of the December 5, 2025 memorandum detailing the changes that were made during the course of 
assessing pediatric deaths after COVID-19 vaccine. See PSI_COVID-19_Vaccine_000397-466 (on file with 
Subcommittee); PSI_COVID-19_Vaccine_000467-533 (on file with Subcommittee); and PSI_COVID-
19_Vaccine_000534-600 (on file with Subcommittee). 
20 PSI_COVID-19_Vaccine_000395-96 (emphasis in original). 
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extent this recommendation to include myocarditis with fatal outcomes on the vaccine warning 
labels was considered. 
 

The safety issues with the COVID-19 injections that the Subcommittee has uncovered so 
far should have raised serious concerns at HHS and CDC about the mRNA COVID-19 
injections.  Instead, CDC’s reported awarding of approximately $1.24 billion in new contracts to 
Pfizer for a vaccine linked to serious adverse events—including potentially the deaths of 
children—suggests CDC continues to fail to take its vaccine safety responsibilities seriously.21  

 
In order to better understand why CDC is continuing to spend billions of taxpayer dollars 

on these injections, please provide the following by no later than June 30, 2026: 
 
1. All records referring or relating to the decision to award contracts for FY 2026 

through FY 2027 to Pfizer for pediatric COVID-19 vaccines (75D30126D21001)22 
and adult COVID-19 vaccines (75D30126D21004),23 including but not limited to any 
communications referring or relating to the safety of the Pfizer mRNA COVID-19 
vaccine between January 1, 2025 and the present.24 
 

2. All communications between and among employees or contractors at the CDC and 
FDA referring or relating to pediatric deaths connected to the mRNA COVID-19 
vaccine between January 1, 2025 and the present. 

 
3. Please explain whether the December 11, 2025 meeting to discuss the 

recommendation to change the mRNA COVID-19 vaccine safety labels to include 
“myocarditis with fatal outcomes” occurred and whether any label changes were 
agreed upon. 

a. If the recommendation to change the mRNA COVID-19 vaccine safety label 
was not agreed to, please explain why not. 

 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
 
     Sincerely, 
 

 
      

Ron Johnson 
     Chairman 
     Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 

 

 
21 TrialSite Staff, CDC Awards Pfizer $1.24 Billion for COVID-19 Vaccines Despite Falling Demand and Ongoing 
Safety Debate, TrialSiteNews, June 11, 2026, available at https://www.trialsitenews.com/a/cdc-awards-pfizer-1.24-
billion-for-covid-19-vaccines-despite-falling-demand-and-ongoing-safety-debate-e3060951. 
22 Contract number found here: https://sam.gov/workspace/contract/opp/ab3b1ada9fc34e05a0720007ff8e6a13/view. 
23 Contract number found here: https://sam.gov/workspace/contract/opp/ab3b1ada9fc34e05a0720007ff8e6a13/view. 
24 Id. 
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Enclosure 
 
cc: The Honorable Richard Blumenthal 
 Ranking Member 
 Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 
 
 The Honorable T. March Bell 
 Inspector General 
 Department of Health and Human Services  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enclosure 
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