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US uranium revival gains traction as
output triples
Blair McBride | July 2, 2026 | 2:20 pm Energy USA Uranium 

An aerial view of the White Mesa uranium mill in Utah. Credit: Energy Fuels

Most measures of US uranium activity reached their highest levels in almost a
decade last year, pointing to a broader industry recovery.

Production more than tripled last year to 2.1 million lb. of uranium oxide (U O ), a
223% increase over the total produced in 2024, the Energy Information
Administration (EIA) said in a report last week. The last time a comparable total
was produced was in 2016, when domestic sites mined 2.5 million pounds.

The increases come amid significant tailwinds boosting the uranium sector in
the US over the last couple years, including higher spot prices, government
support for nuclear energy and uranium mining and increasing data centre
demand for atomic power.

Seven of the country’s nine producing uranium mines in 2025 were in-situ
recovery (ISR) operations, a method that involves injecting a solution
underground through wells to separate uranium from ores, and then pumping it
to the surface for processing. Most US ISR production comes from Wyoming.

66% more drilling
Exploration drilling for uranium increased almost 66% to just over 1 million feet
across 1,824 holes last year, 500 more holes than drilled in 2024, the report shows.
Development drilling, used to delineate deposits, expand resources and prepare
for production gained by a modest 3% to 1.3 million feet across 3,708 holes, a 50%
rise in the number of holes drilled. Resource exploration tools

That combined drill work in 2025 reached the highest levels since 2013.

Meanwhile, total expenditures for land, exploration, drilling, production and
reclamation came to $234.7 million last year, about 47% higher than in 2024 and
the most money spent on those activities since 2014.

40% rise in work hours
The uranium production sector clocked 711 full-time person years in 2025, a 40%
rise over 2024. That marks the highest employment years in the sector since
2014.

One indicator where totals were lower in 2025 than in 2024 was with annual
production capacity, which last year declined 5% to 13.3 million lb., the EIA said.
The decline suggests the industry still has substantial idle capacity that could
return to production as market conditions improve.

Five ISR plants were on standby at the end of last year, with a combined annual
production capacity of 8.8 million pounds U O . They include enCore Energy’s
(TSXV, Nasdaq: EU) Alta Mesa project in Texas and four others in Wyoming: Ur-
Energy’s (TSX: URE; NYSE-A: URG) Lost Creek project, Cameco’s (TSX: CCO; NYSE:
CCJ) Smith Ranch-Highland operation, Energy Fuels’ (TSX: EFR; NYSE-A: UUUU)
Ross and Uranium Energy’s (NYSE-A: UEC) Willow Creek project. 

2026 strong start
This year has seen significant developments for uranium in the US, with enCore
last month getting federal approval to build its Dewey Burdock ISR site in South
Dakota and Ur-Energy restarting production in April at the Shirley Basin mine for
first time since 1992. Mining news digest

Also in June, the Department of Energy said it plans to offer $17.5 billion in loans
to accelerate the nationwide buildout of 10 large-scale commercial nuclear
reactors.
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Scandium Canada Acquires and
Rebrands Ferreol Technologies as
Scalium+, Its New Alloy
Commercialization Subsidiary
The acquisition brings the Al-Sc alloys of
Scandium+ and the Scalium® product
line of Ferreol Technologies...

SPONSORED

Chile’s Novandino Litio seeks
environmental approval for $3B
Atacama lithium project

The project would maintain current
operations while gradually introducing
new infrastructure and technologies
aimed at improving efficiency in lithium
production.

July 03, 2026 | 11:29 am

LME approves Adani’s major
copper smelter in India as listed
brand
The brand is produced by Adani
Enterprises-owned Kutch Copper, one of
India's largest copper smelters.

July 03, 2026 | 09:33 am

Japan buyers agree on higher
aluminum fees Due to war
disruption
Rio Tinto and South32 reached an
agreement with at least one Japanese
customer to set the Q3 premium at $395
over LME prices.

July 03, 2026 | 09:04 am

GOLD

Canada commits $352M to Red
Chris mine expansion in British
Columbia
Last month, the project received crucial
regulatory approvals.

July 03, 2026 | 08:25 am

Newcore Gold hits above-reserve
grade at Nyam deposit
New results were highlighted by an
intercept of 3.51 g/t gold over 21 metres
from 245 metres down.

July 02, 2026 | 09:53 am

Hudbay gains Peru approval to
further increase Constancia mill
throughput
The new permit increases the Constancia
mill's processing capacity from 31 million
tonnes per annum (mtpa) to 34 mtpa.

July 02, 2026 | 08:16 am

British Columbia mining hampered
by DRIPA ‘confusion’
In June, BC’s Supreme Court lifted an
injunction that had temporarily restricted
construction activities pending resolution
of a judicial review.

July 02, 2026 | 05:20 am
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COPPER

BHP seeks to restart Cerro
Colorado mine with $1.5B
investment
The copper mine has been closed since
late 2023 after it was denied its water
permit.

July 02, 2026 | 10:43 am

Koryx Copper wins analyst support
after Namibia assays
The updated resource supports a larger
operation, BMO mining analyst says.

June 30, 2026 | 09:31 am

PH7 secures C$5M federal funding
for copper extraction technology
Tech will trial at Gibraltar mine in British
Columbia, Canada’s second largest open-
pit copper operation.

June 30, 2026 | 09:09 am

BHP Invent, MIT spinout trial
copper and gold recovery
technology from waste streams
The testing successfully recovered
bullion-grade gold, the company said.

June 30, 2026 | 05:55 am
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CRITICAL MINERALS

Almonty kicks off processing at
Sangdong tungsten mine
The Sangdong mine was historically one
of the world’s largest tungsten producers
before operations were suspended in the
early 1990s.

July 02, 2026 | 08:59 am

US Department of Energy awards
$75M to recover critical minerals
from coal feedstocks
Five projects were selected for the Mines
& Metals Capacity Expansion Pilot.

July 02, 2026 | 07:45 am

GreenMet plans $150M rare earth
processing hub in West Virginia
The project will operate as a hub-and-
spoke critical minerals processing
network, with Greenbrier County serving
as the central processing hub.

July 01, 2026 | 09:36 am

Energy Transition Minerals receives
regional approvals
for Penouta mine restart in Spain  
Europe mines almost none of the
metals Penouta yields — tin, tantalum
and niobium.

July 01, 2026 | 05:51 am

First < 1 2 3 4 > Last

MINING.COM TV

Watch latest videos on MINING.COM
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July 03, 2026 | 06:53 am

KGHM launches $8.55 billion
investment plan
Polish state-controlled copper and silver
producer plans to build a new mine dubbed
"KGHM 2.0". Mining news digest

July 03, 2026 | 07:45 am

Congo cobalt exporters fear losing
quotas due to administrative glitch
The disruption could result in as much as 20,000
metric tons of missed shipments worth $1.1
billion.

July 03, 2026 | 07:11 am

Adani Group secures $15 billion
capital as US legal clouds clear
In one week, billionaire Gautam Adani has
announced nearly $15B in investment
commitments across its mining and ports
businesses.

July 03, 2026 | 08:25 am

Canada commits $352M to Red Chris
mine expansion in British Columbia
Last month, the project received crucial
regulatory approvals.

July 02, 2026 | 10:43 am

BHP seeks to restart Cerro Colorado
mine with $1.5B investment
The copper mine has been closed since late
2023 after it was denied its water permit.

Load more news >

VIDEOS

June 23, 2026 | 04:14 pm

Nova Scotia family stumbles upon
bonus gold treasure while hunting
main prize

June 30, 2026 | 03:52 pm

Adrian Day: Why high oil could
ultimately lift gold

June 16, 2026 | 01:38 pm

Gold rebounds, but Lanci says
collateral is the real story

April 07, 2026 | 02:32 pm

EnergyX launches first US direct
lithium extraction plant in Texas
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