
☰☰Menu NEWS  /  VATICAN  /  CULTURE  /  OPINION  /  SPIRITUALITY  /  EARTHBEAT  /  GLOBAL SISTERS REPORT SubscribeRenewDonate

SEARCH

Free Newsletters
SIGN UP NOW

NEWS

In Minneapolis' Latino
heart, faith and fear
collide before healing
process begins

BY CAMILLO BARONE

NEWS

Federal judge grants
injunction allowing clergy
visits at Minneapolis ICE
holding facility

BY STEVE KARNOWSKI, ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEWS

Clergy seek court order to
allow pastoral access to
immigrants held at
Minneapolis ICE facility

BY STEVE KARNOWSKI, ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEWS

Catholic leaders focus on
hope as Minneapolis ICE
drawdown announced

BY REBECCA OMASTIAK, OSV NEWS

Email address

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

Most Read Stories

#1
Pope Leo seeks status
update of Francis' divisive
opening to divorced and
remarried Catholics

#2
St. Francis teaches us about
death, 800 years after his
own

#3
Bishop Barron swings and
misses, again

#4
Opening boxes of the soul
with Jesus in prayer

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

In This Series

Advertisement

The Nighttime Mineral Trick For Bone-On-Bone Knees
 1,122

Dentist Warns: 'Receding Gums Lead to
Tooth Loss Unless You Do This'

 855

The Whole Audience Froze When She
Started To Dance...

 49,060

Worst Zip Codes For Home Insurance
In Virginia (Is Yours On The List?)

 2,326

Boat Lost For 20 Years Reappears
Overnight: What Fisherman Finds Inside
Will Blow Your Mind

 26,193

#1 Mineral for Sciatic Nerve Pain Relief
 1,319

Virginia Timeshare Owners Are Fighting
Back And Winning Refunds

 478
Sponsored Ad

Subscribe to NCR's Free Newsletters
Enter your email address and select any of the newsletters below.

S I G N  U P  →

DAILY NEWSLETTERS

WEEKLY NEWSLETTERS

NCR Sections

News

Vatican

Culture

Opinion

Spirituality

Scripture for Life

NCR Channels

EarthBeat

Global Sisters Report

Advertising

Classifieds

Obituaries

Advertise

National Catholic Reporter
FOLL O WBlueskyTwitterFacebookYouTubeInstagramTikTok

WAYS TO GI V E

Give Now

Become a Member

A Culture of Giving

Ways to Give

Your NCR Legacy

Our Donors

SUBS CRIBE

Subscribe to NCR

Renew Subscription

Give a Gift

Free Newsletters

Events

eNCR

Request a sample issue

CON TAC T

Contact Us

How to write for NCR

Job Opportunities

Letters to Editor

Change your address

Reprints

AB OU T NCR

About

Mission & Values

Privacy Policy

Staff and Contributors

Board of Directors

Advertising Guidelines / Terms of Use / Privacy Policy / Site Map / Mailing Address: 115 E Armour Boulevard Kansas City, MO 64111 / Phone Number: +1-800-444-8910

OPINION   /  NCR VOICES

BY JOHN GROSSO

View Author Pro-le

Join the Conversation
Send your thoughts to Letters to
the Editor. Learn more

January 8, 2026Share on BlueskyShare on FacebookShare on TwitterEmail to a friendPrint

Y esterday (Jan. 7), 37-year-old Renee Good was shot and killed in a residential 
Minneapolis neighborhood by an Immigration and Customs Enforcement officer.

Good was a mother of three and a U.S. citizen.

Today, JD Vance has taken to social media to justify the shooting and blame Good for
her own death.

Though the full circumstances of the situation are still coming to light, widely available
video evidence shows the horrific moments before, during and after shots were fired
into Good's car. Videos of the shooting and the ensuing aftermath are graphic and
disturbing. After Good was shot, her car accelerates, slamming into another car and a
pole. In one video, a person can be heard identifying themselves as a physician and
offering to help only to be angrily denied by an unidentified ICE agent saying: "I don't
care."

The Trump administration was quick to demonize Good. Within hours of the event
and before a formal investigation could even be launched, Homeland Security Director
Kristi Noem labeled Good's actions as an "act of domestic terrorism." President Donald
Trump on Jan. 7 labeled her as "disorderly, obstructing and resisting, who then
violently, willfully, and viciously ran over the ICE Officer." Trump went on to say that
the ICE officer was lucky to be alive and "is now recovering in the hospital."

Federal agents gather next to a vehicle with a bullet hole in the windshield after its driver was shot by a U.S. immigration
agent, according to local and federal oAcials, in Minneapolis, Jan. 7, 2026. (OSV News/Reuters/Tim Evans)

There is no evidence that Good was in any way involved in domestic terrorism. Video
evidence seems to entirely contradict Trump's explanation of the situation. The ICE
officer does not appear to have been injured and is seen casually walking away after
the shooting.

There does appear to be emerging video evidence that Good was confused by the
orders she was receiving from multiple officers and was attempting to remove herself
from the situation. There does not appear to be any concrete evidence of agitation and
the videos do not show Good attempting to run down anyone with her car.

The investigation is ongoing, but the entire situation is a powder keg: Social media is
on fire as users viciously debate the justification of the killing and it seems protests are
beginning in Minneapolis and beyond.

But in spite of the increasing uproar, Vice President JD Vance said he sees the situation
as "simple."

Related: Minneapolis clergy exposed to pepper spray after rushing to scene of
deadly ICE shooting

"Correct. You can accept that this woman's death is a tragedy while acknowledging it's
a tragedy of her own making. Don't illegally interfere in federal law enforcement
operations and try to run over our officers with your car. It's really that simple,"
Vance tweeted Jan. 7, responding to a retweet of video of the incident.

In the retweet with the video, Sohrab Ahmari said, "She actually makes contact with
the officer in front of the vehicle," adding "this angle is definitive. He fired in self-
defense after she made frontal contact." (The Associated Press reported Jan. 8 that it
was "unclear from the videos whether the vehicle makes contact with the officer.")

Shortly thereafter, Vance tweeted a show of solidarity with ICE.

"I want every ICE officer to know that their president, vice president, and the entire
administration stands behind them. To the radicals assaulting them, doxxing them,
and threatening them: congratulations, we're going to work even harder to enforce the
law," he posted.

At the time of publication of this piece, at no point has Vance tweeted any remorse,
prayers or condolences regarding Good and her loved ones. Instead, Vance continued
his storm of social media posts the morning after the shooting — this time leaning
into divisive, tribalistic language to demonize Democrats.
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In times past, a politician might offer thoughts and prayers, encourage those reacting
to wait for the full results of the investigation and generally try to lower the
temperature. A leader might take the opportunity provided by a fresh day to soothe the
broken heart of a nation and appeal to the better angels among us.

JD Vance went in a different direction.

"Every congressional democrat and every democrat who's running for president
should be asked a simple question: Do you think this officer was wrong in defending
his life against a deranged leftist who tried to run him over? These people are going to
try to arrest our law enforcement for doing their jobs. The least the media could do is
ask them about it," said Vance the morning after the shooting.

But he didn’t stop there. A half an hour later, Vance responded to a former defense
attorney’s social media assertion that "it is very clear that the officers instigated the
confrontation. The woman initially tried to wave them past her."

"This is preposterous," Vance said. He continued:

First of all, she's not waving the officers through and has no right to do so
even if she were. She is waving another car through, before the officers
approach her car.

Second, the officers are not randomly searching her, they are approaching her
vehicle because she is violating the law: namely, she is obstructing a lawful
enforcement operation. You're not allowed to walk up to or drive up to people
who are enforcing the law to make it harder for them to do their jobs.

Third, this defense attorney is drawing a meaningless distinction between an
ICE officer and a "real police officer." Again, you're not allowed to interrupt a
lawful enforcement operation, which is exactly what this woman was doing.

Fourth, the officer didn't discharge his weapon to prevent her from fleeing.
When he discharged his weapon, she had pointed the vehicle at him and
pressed the gas. He discharged his weapon in self defense, and other angles of
the video show the woman *clearly* hit the officer with her car while
accelerating.

The gaslighting is off the charts and I'm having none of it. This guy was doing
his job. She tried to stop him from doing his job. When he approached her car,
she tried to hit him.

A tragedy? Absolutely. But a tragedy that falls on this woman and all of the
radicals who teach people that immigration is the one type of law that rioters
are allowed to interfere with.

As a Catholic, Vance knows better than to peddle this brand of gaslighting and
agitation. Vance knows that, by virtue of her humanity, Good was endowed with
inherent dignity, made in the image and likeness of God. Vance knows that only God
can take life. Vance knows that protesting, fleeing or even interfering in an ICE
investigation (which there is no evidence that Good did) does not carry a death
sentence. Vance knows that lying and killing are sins.

Vance knows. He doesn't care. Vance’s twisted and wrongheaded view of Christianity
has been repudiated by two popes. His Catholicism seems to be little more than a
political prop, a tool only for his career ambitions and desire for power.

The vice president's comments justifying the death of Renee Good are a moral stain on
the collective witness of our Catholic faith. His repeated attempts to blame Good for
her own death are fundamentally incompatible with the Gospel. Our only recourse is to
pray for his conversion of heart.

Related: Archbishop Hebda calls for prayers after woman shot dead by ICE
officer in Minneapolis

This story appears in the Immigration Protests in Minneapolis and Immigration and the
Church feature series.

Catholic Vice President Vance takes to social
media to justify killing of Renee Good

Vice President JD Vance speaks during a brieSng at the White House, Jan. 8, 2026, in Washington. (AP photo/Evan Vucci)
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