
USDA Released 123 Million Screwworm Flies Into
Texas Just Before State’s First Confirmed
Infestation
Past sterilization failures released millions of fertile screwworms, as Texas records confirm
releases near the first infected ranches.
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USDA Secretary Brooke Rollins and Texas Governor Greg Abbott pictured
alongside a June 2, 2026, Texas Animal Health Commission briefing marked

“Document not intended for distribution,” revealing that more than 123 million
allegedly sterile screwworm flies were released into Texas before the state’s first

confirmed infestation. Photo: USDA/Wikimedia Commons; graphic:
JonFleetwood.com.

A June 2, 2026, Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) briefing reveals that the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) released 123,201,290 allegedly sterile New
World screwworm flies into Texas before the state’s first confirmed infestation, while
additional federal records confirm millions of flies were already being released weekly
in the area where the first infected animals were discovered.

The briefing, marked “Document not intended for distribution,” documents mass
environmental releases despite no naturally occurring screwworms having been
detected in Texas.

Just eight days after the recorded release total, officials confirmed the state’s first
infestation in a calf in Zavala County.

Four months later, they announced the parasite’s first confirmed detection in U.S.
wildlife, in an elk in Pecos County.

A documented 2003 sterilization failure (see section below) had already allowed at least
4 million fertile screwworm flies to be released into Mexico and Panama, triggering
livestock infestations, while USDA’s own research confirms that irradiation does not
automatically guarantee complete sterility.

Which raises questions:

Why was USDA releasing millions of laboratory-produced screwworm flies where
no natural infestations had been detected?

How close were those releases to the subsequently infected animals?

Who independently verified the insects’ sterility, and what informed consent was
obtained from affected landowners?

Could a sterilization failure like those previously documented in government
screwworm programs have allowed fertile insects into the Texas releases, and
what evidence rules that out?

The records establish that mass releases preceded the confirmed infestations and that
release operations geographically overlapped the first detection area.

They do not necessarily establish that the releases caused the infestations.

But they raise a significant government-oversight question:

Has the government independently investigated whether its own released insects
could have contributed?

The 123 million documented releases occurred after Governor Greg Abbott and USDA
Secretary Brooke Rollins publicly advanced the Texas screwworm program.

You can contact the Texas Animal Health Commission here.

You can contact Gov. Abbott’s office here.

You can contact USDA here.

June 2, 2026, Texas Animal Health Commission briefing marked “Document not
intended for distribution” confirms 123,201,290 allegedly sterile screwworm flies

had been released into Texas by May 26, despite no naturally occurring screwworms
having been detected in the state. The document identifies aerial and ground
releases and confirms residents reported encountering the deployed insects.

August 15, 2025, announcement from Texas Governor Greg Abbott and USDA
Secretary Brooke Rollins unveiling a $750 million federal investment in a domestic

allegedly sterile screwworm production facility, months before USDA’s documented
release of more than 123 million sterile screwworm flies into Texas by May 26, 2026.
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The TAHC briefing states:

“As of May 26, 2026, 123,201,290 sterile flies have been dispersed in Texas.”

The document immediately acknowledges:

“Natural NWS have not been detected in Texas, but South Texans have experienced
and reported sterile flies deployed in their area.”

Then continues:

“USDA continues to utilize aerial dispersal of sterile NWS flies in South Texas
counties. Aerial dispersal grids continue to shift to maximize the impact of sterile
flies available and mitigate an incursion of wild NWS flies in the United States.
Ground release chambers have also been deployed in strategic locations along the
Texas– Mexico border to augment aerial release as the dispersal areas are adjusted
based on cases in Mexico.”

According to TAHC, USDA announced January 30 that its aerial dispersal zone would
extend approximately 50 miles into Texas along the Tamaulipas border.

On May 5, USDA announced another northward shift.

The briefing identifies aerial dispersal across South Texas and ground-release
operations around Del Rio and Eagle Pass.

It also confirms that residents had reported encountering the government’s deployed
flies.

These were actual environmental releases.

Not proposed experiments or hypothetical preparedness measures.

A June 2, 2026, Texas Animal Health Commission briefing confirms that USDA had
released 123,201,290 allegedly sterile screwworm flies into Texas by May 26, despite

no naturally occurring screwworms having been detected in the state. The
document also identifies aerial releases across South Texas and ground-release

operations around Del Rio and Eagle Pass.

A Texas Epidemic Public Health Institute presentation documenting USDA’s June 3
response reveals that allegedly sterile-fly releases were already underway in the area
where Texas’s first infestation was confirmed.

The presentation identifies:

“4 million sterile flies per week already being released aerially in the area”

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension presentation by entomologist Dr. Sonja L. Swiger
examining New World screwworm biology and potential impacts on Texas livestock

and wildlife. The cover features a USDA photograph of an adult screwworm fly.

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension presentation confirms that 4 million sterile
screwworm flies were already being released aerially each week in the area where
Texas’s first infestation was detected on June 3, 2026, in a three-week-old calf in

Zavala County. The government subsequently ordered additional ground releases
around the detection site.

On June 3, 2026, the Texas Animal Health Commission confirmed the state’s first
infestation in a three-week-old calf in Zavala County.

June 3, 2026, Texas Animal Health Commission announcement confirming the
state’s first New World screwworm infestation in a three-week-old calf in Zavala

County, following USDA’s release of more than 123 million allegedly sterile
screwworm flies into Texas by May 26.

On June 5, USDA confirmed a second infected calf approximately 5.6 miles from the
first.

USDA Under Secretary Dudley Hoskins acknowledged:

“This second detection is within the established movement control zone and
enhanced sterile insect dispersal area.”

June 5, 2026, USDA announcement confirming a second New World screwworm
infestation in a one-month-old calf in Zavala County, approximately 5.6 miles from

the first case, within an area where the agency was already conducting sterile-fly
releases.

The geographic overlap is now documented.

USDA was not merely releasing screwworm flies somewhere in Texas.

Millions were already being dispersed weekly around the area where the state’s first
infestations emerged.

The government’s published statements do not provide the exact distance between
individual release points and the infected ranches.

So we’re left with questions:

Where are the aircraft flight paths, release coordinates, batch records, and
independent verification that the insects could not reproduce?

In its June 5 announcement, USDA confirmed additional aerial operations beginning
June 4, dispersing another two million allegedly sterile flies twice weekly.

The agency also disclosed plans to ship four million additional flies into Texas each
week for deployment through 24 ground-release chambers.

The government was therefore expanding an environmental insect-release program
already underway near the first detection area.

According to USDA, its sterile-insect strategy relies on releasing artificially sterilized
flies to disrupt reproduction.

But what records independently establish the sterility of each batch?

How were incomplete sterilization, accidental inclusion of fertile insects, or other
manufacturing failures ruled out?

And what independent safety evaluation preceded the release of more than 123
million insects into areas inhabited by ranchers, families, livestock, and wildlife?

On October 21, 2026, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) announced
that New World screwworm had been confirmed in a hunter-harvested female elk in
Pecos County.

The finding marked the first confirmed detection in U.S. wildlife during the current
outbreak, following the earlier livestock infestations.

October 21, 2026, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department announcement confirming
New World screwworm in a hunter-harvested female elk in Pecos County—the first
confirmed detection in U.S. wildlife during the current outbreak, following months

of USDA sterile-fly releases across Texas.

The government’s documented chronology is significant:

January 30: USDA announced the expansion of sterile-fly dispersal into Texas.

May 26: Texas records documented 123,201,290 flies released without a confirmed
natural infestation.

June 3: The first Texas infestation was confirmed in Zavala County, where four
million allegedly sterile flies were already being released weekly.

June 5: A second infestation was confirmed 5.6 miles away, inside an enhanced
dispersal area.

October 21: Officials confirmed screwworm in a wild elk in Pecos County.

These records do not necessarily establish where the flies responsible for the
infestations originated.

They do establish that the government’s mass-release operation preceded the
outbreak detections and overlapped the first confirmed infestation area.

That distinction demands an examination of the released insects themselves, not
simply assurances about the program’s intended purpose.

In January 2003, a malfunction at the Mexico–U.S. sterile-fly production plant in
Tuxtla Gutiérrez, Chiapas, allowed fertile New World screwworms (Cochliomyia
hominivorax) to enter operational distribution. During routine maintenance, “wires
were crossed,” rendering the irradiator ineffective, according to Craig Fedchock of
USDA-APHIS. At least 4 million non-sterile flies were dispersed in Chiapas and
Panama before the failure was detected. The incident produced confirmed
outbreaks and roughly 500 cattle infestations, requiring an emergency response
that cost at least $2 million (New Scientist, 22 March 2003).

Mexican animal-health authorities formally reported the event to the World
Organisation for Animal Health. Their emergency notice stated that a failure in
the sterilization process at Irradiating Unit No. 2 on 28 January 2003 resulted in
the release of fertile flies; laboratory-confirmed cases followed in Chiapa de Corzo,
Chiapas (OIE emergency report, February 2003 [archived]). A USDA-APHIS
impact worksheet issued the same month confirmed the Unit #2 failure and noted
that a previous 1996 outbreak in the same region had also been linked to the
release of fertile flies from the plant (USDA-APHIS Impact Worksheet, 25
February 2003).

The same facility was the sole supplier of sterile screwworms for Jamaica’s
eradication program, which received technical and financial support from USDA,
FAO, and IAEA. A 2004 report of the United States Animal Health Association
explicitly listed the January 2003 mechanical failure of one of the Mexican
irradiators among the interruptions that compromised the Jamaica program,
stating that it “resulted in some of the screwworm flies to not be sterilized”
(USAHA Parasitic Diseases Committee report, 2004). The FAO/IAEA volume
Sterile Insect Technique: Principles and Practice in Area-Wide Integrated Pest
Management records that at least 400,000 fertile screwworms—potentially
including 200,000 fertile females—were delivered to Jamaica in connection with
the malfunction and that screwworm cases rose afterward (FAO chapter on impact
of screwworm eradication programmes; full book: IAEA/Springer edition).

USDA’s own foundational research shows that complete sterility is not automatic
even when equipment functions as designed. In their 1953 study, Bushland and
Hopkins found that doses below 5,000 roentgens did not reliably sterilize
screwworms (Bushland & Hopkins, J. Econ. Entomol. 46:648–656, 1953).
Baumhover’s 1963 work demonstrated that oxygen availability during irradiation
substantially altered the dose required: female screwworms needed approximately
11,100 roentgens under carbon dioxide versus 5,500–6,200 roentgens under
ventilated conditions. Crystal’s 1979 restudy, using insects from the government’s
mass-production facility in Mission, Texas, reported that male sterility exceeded
95 percent at doses of 2 kilorad or higher, while effective female sterility reached
100 percent at 4 kilorad when pupae were treated within 72 hours of emergence.
The same study showed that higher doses progressively reduced male longevity
and mating competitiveness—the precise qualities required for successful sterile-
insect release (Crystal, J. Med. Entomol. 15:103–108, 1979).

Taken together, the record establishes two points.

First, equipment failure has, on documented occasions, allowed reproductively
capable screwworms into operational distribution programs.

Second, even under controlled laboratory conditions, sterility depends on dose,
developmental stage, and environmental factors during irradiation; residual
fertility is a recognized quality-control concern in sterile-insect technique.

USDA has released more than 123 million reportedly sterile screwworm flies into
Texas ahead of the state’s first confirmed infestation, with millions already being
dispersed weekly in the initial detection area.

Complete irradiation records, independent batch-level fertility assays, equipment-
maintenance logs, and release authorizations for those insects have not been made
public.
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NewWorldScrewwormConfirmedinZavalaCountyCalf
FirstCaseofNWSinTexas

AUSTIN,TX-OnJune3,2026,theTexasAnimalHealthCommission(TAHC)receivedconfirmationof
adetectionofNewWorldscrewworm(NWS)inZavalaCounty,Texas.Asamplecollectedfromathree-week-
oldcalfwithanumbilicallesionwasidentifiedandconfirmedasNWSbytheNationalVeterinaryServices
Laboratory(NVSL)inAmes,low.TherearecurrentlynofurtherconfirmeddetectionsinanimalsinTexas.

ThisisthefirstdetectionofNWSinTexassincenorthwardprogressionfromCentralAmericawasobservedin
2023.TheTAHCisworkingcloselywithUSDAandotherstateofficialsinajointincidentresponse.Aninfested
zonehasbeenestablishedinthearea,andanimalmovementrestrictionsareineffecttopreventfurther
spreadofthepest.TheagencyisworkingincoordinationwiththeUSDAtoexpandflytrappingand
surveillanceeffortstoidentifyanyadditionalfliesintheareaandinvestigatepotentialsuspectcasesin
animals.Epidemiologicaleffortsareunderwaytolearnmoreaboutthiscaseandpreventspreadofthepest

AccordingtotheUSDA,theU.S.foodsupplyissafe.USDA'sFoodSafetyandInspectionService(FSIS)ensures
thatthenation'scommercialsupplyofmeat,poultry,andeggproductsissafeandproperlylabeled.
NWSdonotinfestmeat,fruits,vegetables,orotherfoodsources.

NWSarelarvaeormaggotsoftheNWSfly(Cochliomyiahominivorox),thatcausethepainfulconditionNWS
myiasis.NWSflieslayeggsinopenwoundsororificesoflivetissue.Theseeggshatchintodangerousparasitic
larvae,ormaggots,wnichourrowor"screw"intoflesnwithsharpmoutnnooks.NWS
primarilyinfestlivestock,butcanalsoaffectanywarm-bloodedanimal,includingwildlife,pets,humans,and
birds.

TAHChasbeenactivelypreparingforaresurgenceofNWSforovertwoyears,"saidDr.BudDinges,TAHC
stateveterinarianandexecutivedirector."Weareputtingthesepreparationsintoaction,andweencourage
allanimalownersandcaretakerstocontinuetoremainvigilantforthepresenceorlarvaeinanima

woundsandimmediatelyreportanysuspicions.

TargetedreleasesofsterileNWSfliesarebeingexpeditedtoeliminateanyreproducingpopulationsinthe
areaassociatedwiththedetection.Wencombinedwithennancedsurveillance,movementrestrictions

prompttreatmentofwounds,andeducationandoutreachefforts,thesterileinsecttechniqueisaproven
andeffectivetoolforcontrollinganderadicatingthispest.

Inadditiontofrequentlymonitoringanimals,producersshouldimplementenhancedmanagementpractices
includingkeepingopenwoundscleanandcovered.AnimalsinfestedwithNWSshouldbeimmediatelytreated
withanappropriatemethodunderthedirectionofaveterinarian.IfyoususpectNWSinyourlivestockor
domesticanimals,contacttheTAHCimmediatelyanddonotmoveyouranimals.Arepresentative
willadviseyouoncurrentcollectionprotocolsforsubmittingsuspiciousmaggots.ContacttheTexasParks
andWildlifeDepartment(IPWD)forwildlifeinfestationinformationandtheIexasDepartmentofState
HealthServices(DSHS)forhumaninfestationinformation.
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Contact:screwworm@usda.gov

WASHINGTON,D.C.,June5,2026-TheU.S.DepartmentofAgriculture's(USDA)AnimalandPlant
HealthInspectionService(APHIS)hasconfirmedaseconddetectionofNewWorldscrewworm

(NWS)aftertestinganumberofsuspectcases.Theconfirmedcasewasfoundinaone-month-old

calfinZavalaCounty,Texas,approximately5.6milesawayfromthefirstconfirmeddetection.
APHISandourTexaspartnerscontinuetocollectandtestothersamplesfromthesurroundingarea

whichhavecomebacknegative.
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USDA released more than 123 million allegedly sterile screwworm flies into Texas
before the state’s first confirmed infestation, with millions already being dispersed
weekly in the area where the first infected cattle were discovered.

The parasite has since been confirmed in both livestock and wildlife.

This is not the first time government screwworm releases have raised questions about
sterility.

In 2003, an equipment failure at a Mexico–U.S. production facility allowed millions of
fertile screwworms into operational dispersal, resulting in documented livestock
infestations.

USDA’s own research also establishes that sterilization effectiveness depends on
radiation dosage, developmental stage, and treatment conditions.

Yet complete irradiation records, independent fertility tests, and equipment-
maintenance logs for the 2026 Texas releases have not been made public.

The records demand answers:

Who independently verified the sterility and reproductive incapacity of the 123
million insects released into Texas?

What evidence rules out a sterilization failure like those previously documented in
government screwworm programs?

Where are the complete batch-testing records, irradiation logs, equipment-
maintenance reports, and aircraft release coordinates?

Were affected landowners given advance notice and an opportunity to provide or
withhold informed consent?

Has an independent investigation examined whether any government-released
insects contributed to the subsequent infestations?

Who authorized the releases, and who is accountable for any unintended
consequences?

The federal government released millions of screwworm flies into the very area where
Texas’s first infestations subsequently emerged, despite documented historical failures
in the technology used to sterilize them.

Texans deserve independent verification of what was released into their environment,
not simply government assurances that the insects were sterile.
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curt s sanders Sitting in a Nest of Cobras 35m

750 million for a screwworm research facility.. ??!! why does this smell like gain of function lab? Next

we will have another bio weapon/screwworm vaccine that will end up finishing off the livestock and

a few more million humans..
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If only people understood power of standing up and making these Decision makers nervous. And

until we stand up, they’re not going to stop releasing this crap into our environment. Ticks,

mosquitoes, etc.
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Biden Admin Accused of ‘Murder,’ ‘Treason,’ ‘Genocide,’ and
Use of ‘Weapons of Mass Destruction’ with COVID-19
Shots, 5G, Chemtrails…
Plaintiffs claim to have been "targeted with biological and technological
weapons of mass destruction."
OCT 22, 2024   JON FLEETWOOD•

Rand Paul Introduces Federal Bill to Strip Vaccine
Manufacturers of Nationwide Liability Immunity
S.3853 targets the 1986 legal framework that rerouted vaccine injury claims
into a federal compensation system.
FEB 14   JON FLEETWOOD•

Pfizer-Type Lipid Nanoparticles Even Containing No mRNA
Increase Metastatic Tumor Burden More Than 10-Fold in
Mice With Cancer: Journal…
“We demonstrate that LNP administration promotes tumor metastasis by
inducing a systemic inflammatory response,” study authors confirm. “LNPs…
exhibited…SEP 2   JON FLEETWOOD•

German Court Orders BioNTech to Hand Over 32 Internal
Safety, Toxicity, and Manufacturing Records on ‘Comirnaty’
COVID-19 mRNA Vaccine
Court affirms injured patients’ right to access manufacturer data, forcing
disclosure.
APR 15   JON FLEETWOOD•

Ebola Vaccine That 'Sheds' in 31% of Vaccinated Given to
Colorado Healthcare Workers Just Down the Road from New
Bat Lab
Pending pandemic?
JAN 16, 2024   JON FLEETWOOD•

Israeli-U.S. Geoengineering Company 'Stardust' to Begin
Blocking the Sun with Airborne Chemicals 'As Soon as April'
Company will not disclose what the aerosol is made of, raising informed
consent worries.
OCT 25, 2025   JON FLEETWOOD•

USDA Drops Live Virus-Containing Rabies Edibles from
Helicopters, Airplanes Across United States—'Leaving
Persons at Risk for Vaccine…
Lab-engineered "Frankenstein" virus makes animals contagious for weeks,
putting humans at risk and raising informed consent concerns.
OCT 16, 2025   JON FLEETWOOD•
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