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Action What happened Why it matters

1

Personnel
action

As part of a sweeping departmental
reorganization, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) proposed closing the
historic Beltsville Agricultural Research
Center (BARC) in Maryland, a cornerstone of
U.S. agricultural research that has operated
for more than a century.

BARC is one of the most crucial agricultral research
centers in the world, supporting long-term studies on
everything from soil health and climate resilience to
plant genetics and pest management. Shutting it down
would throw hundreds of ongoing projects into
uncertainty, disrupt institutional knowledge, and weaken
USDA’s capacity to deliver science-backed support to
American farmers.

2

Announcement The Trump administration proposed an
increase in biofuel blending requirements for
oil reKners through 2027, with notable growth
in biomass-based diesel quotas. The plan
also includes measures to curb biofuel
imports, paving the way for increased
domestic biofuel production.

The increase may encourage overreliance on diesel-
based fuels and risks undermining investments in
cleaner alternatives like electriKcation.

3

Announcement The U.S. Department of Agriculture canceled
previously awarded grants under the InPation
Reduction Act’s Regional Conservation
Partnership Program (RCPP), a key initiative
supporting climate-smart agriculture
projects.

Notices to recipients provided no explanation, marking a
sudden reversal of conservation support. These grants
fund voluntary partnerships with farmers and
landowners to improve soil health, water quality, and
climate resilience, all critical for environmental
sustainability in agriculture. Cutting off this support
undermines long-term efforts to reduce agricultural
emissions and promote sustainable land management.

4

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Department of Agriculture Knalized
a rule rescinding federal recordkeeping
requirements for restricted use pesticide
applications by certiKed applicators. The rule,
issued without a public comment period,
claims that these requirements are
“obsolete.”

Restricted use pesticides are hazardous chemicals only
permitted for use by trained and certiKed applicators.
Eliminating federal recordkeeping requirements makes it
harder to monitor dangerous pesticide usage, identify
misuse patterns, and treat individuals exposed to toxic
chemicals—especially in states that rely on federal
standards. The rollback removes a critical tool for
transparency, environmental protection, and public
health response.

5

Announcement The U.S. Department of Agriculture
announced the cancellation of the
Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities
(PCSC) program, a $3 billion initiative
launched to promote sustainable farming
practices.

The cancellation disrupts more than 130 projects aimed
at enhancing soil health, reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, and improving climate resilience in
agriculture. Institutions like Texas A&M AgriLife
Research and Prairie View A&M University have lost
signiKcant funding, jeopardizing research and support
for small and underserved farmers. The move
undermines efforts to address climate change through
agriculture and may hinder the adoption of sustainable
farming practices.

6

Personnel
action

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
announced plans to signiKcantly reduce its
headquarters workforce and relocate
remaining staff to three new regional hubs
across the country.

The USDA plays a critical role in administering
conservation programs, supporting climate-resilient
agriculture, and managing rural development initiatives.
Slashing headquarters staff and dispersing remaining
employees risks disrupting institutional knowledge,
delaying grant programs, and weakening the
department’s capacity to respond to climate-related
agricultural challenges. At a time when farmers and
communities face increasing environmental stress,
gutting the agency’s workforce could severely undermine
the federal government’s ability to support sustainable
land use and food security.

7

Agency memo The U.S. Department of Agriculture directed
agency o]cials to review and remove
content related to climate change from its
public websites.

Access to climate data is critical for protecting farmers'
livelihoods. Many are adopting climate-smart practices
because they boost proKts and meet growing consumer
demand. The removal of more than 8,000 federal
webpages—including resources on agriculture, disaster
preparedness, and public health—leaves farmers without
the tools or information they need to adapt.

Date

July 24,
2025

June 12,
2025

June 11,
2025

May 12,
2025

April 14,
2025

April 7,
2025

January
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Action What happened Why it matters

1

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy proposed
permanently weakening the process
used to set energy e]ciency standards
for household appliances, including air
conditioners, water heaters, refrigerators,
washing machines, and other everyday
products.

Energy e]ciency standards have saved
consumers billions of dollars by reducing energy
use without sacriKcing performance. Weakening
those standards will leave Americans paying
more on their utility bills while increasing
greenhouse gas emissions and air pollution.

2

Announcement The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)
released a report attacking the 2024
International Conservation Code.

For nearly three decades, the DOE consistently
found that the codes save Americans in both
energy and money…until now. The agency also
removed a webpage with its own analysis
showing that modern energy codes would save
U.S. homes and businesses $182 billion between
2010 and 2040.

3

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy released
guidance that would prevent people from
receiving federal rebates for switching
gas appliances to electric ones.

The rebates were supported by the 2022 InPation
Reduction Act and designed to lower energy costs
and help reduce carbon emissions. The move will
prevent people switching from expensive,
ine]cient systems to highly e]cient electric
ones, at a time when energy prices are already
skyrocketing.

4

Announcement The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency repealed the phasedown of
hydroPuorocarbons (HFCs), “super
pollutants” used primarily in air
conditioning and refrigeration
equipment.

The standards—largely supported by industry—
had the potential to avoid emissions equivalent to
hundreds of millions of tons of carbon dioxide
between now and 2050. Meanwhile, Ryan Young,
a senior economist at the anti-regulatory
Competitive Enterprise Institute, said the average
customer would likely save a mere $2 a year.

5

Executive order President Trump signed an executive
order directing federal agencies to roll
back energy e]ciency, water-use, and
environmental review requirements for
construction of new housing.

6

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy
announced it will no longer support the
national deKnition of a zero-emissions
building set under the previous
administration.

The Biden administration's Energy Department
issued the deKnition last year to give the industry
a uniform set of standards for decarbonization.
The current Energy Department is removing a key
tool for industrywide decarbonization, creating
confusion for policymakers and developers, and
weakening investment in cleaner, more e]cient
buildings.

7

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy opened a
request for public input on energy
conservation standards for
manufactured housing, focusing on
compliance costs and requirements tied
to climate zones, thermal envelopes, air
sealing, and insulation.

Manufactured homes often house low- and
moderate-income families; rolling back
conservation standards risks locking these
households into higher bills and poorer air quality.
While framed around costs, this review could set
the stage for weakening standards that have
lowered utility bills and improved health
outcomes for millions of Americans.

8

Rules & regulations The U.S. Deparment of Housing and
Urban Development advanced a
regulation to roll back Biden-era Pood
protection standards for federally funded
housing. The proposed rule, now under
White House review, would rescind
requirements to build or repair homes
two feet above the local Pood level and
scale back the Pood zones covered.

The rollback comes just days after a catastrophic
500-year Pood in Texas killed more than 100
people. The 2024 standards were designed to
safeguard renters and taxpayers from escalating
Pood risks driven by climate change. Rolling them
back immediately after a deadly Pood event
undermines common-sense resilience planning
and puts vulnerable communities at greater risk.

9

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)
has postponed the compliance date for
Tier 2 manufactured housing energy
conservation standards, originally set to
take effect July 1, 2025. The new
compliance date will be 180 days after
DOE Knalizes its enforcement
procedures.

These standards would have improved energy
e]ciency for manufactured homes—often a
primary housing source for low-income and rural
Americans—reducing utility bills and emissions.
The delay puts off important cost-saving and
climate beneKts for vulnerable communities, and
continued deferrals could gut the rule entirely or
severely weaken its impact.

10

Announcement EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin outlined
his skepticism of the Energy Star
program, arguing it could be privatized.

Energy Star is one of the federal government’s
most widely recognized energy e]ciency
programs, helping consumers and businesses
save billions on energy costs. Privatizing it could
jeopardize its credibility, oversight, and
accessibility—weakening a successful tool in
reducing energy consumption.

11

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy further
delayed the implementation of its
amended test procedures for central air
conditioners and heat pumps, pushing
the effective date to July 7, 2025. This
marks the third postponement since the
Knal rule was originally issued in
January.

Test procedures are essential for enforcing
energy e]ciency standards and ensuring
consumers have accurate, comparable
information. Delaying their implementation
creates regulatory uncertainty and could slow
progress on improving the e]ciency of key home
systems that drive both energy bills and
emissions.

12

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy formally
withdrew its December 23, 2024, rule
that would have amended energy
conservation standards for walk-in
coolers and walk-in freezers. The move
follows President Trump’s May 9 signing
of a joint resolution of disapproval of the
December 2024 Knal rule.

The withdrawn standards aimed to reduce energy
consumption in commercial refrigeration systems
widely used across the food, retail, and healthcare
sectors. Their removal halts projected cost and
emissions savings and rePects the
administration’s broader effort to dismantle
energy e]ciency regulations.

13

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy formally
withdrew its December 26, 2024, rule
that would have amended energy
conservation standards for gas-Kred
instantaneous water heaters.

The withdrawn rule was designed to improve the
e]ciency of gas-Kred water heaters, reducing
both energy use and utility costs for consumers.
Its repeal halts progress toward cutting residential
emissions and aligns with the administration’s
broader rollback of appliance e]ciency
standards.

14

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)
withdrew its January 21, 2025, rule that
would have updated energy conservation
standards for commercial refrigerators,
freezers, and refrigerator-freezers.

The now-rescinded rule aimed to improve
e]ciency in commercial refrigeration equipment
widely used in supermarkets, restaurants, and
hospitals—cutting energy costs and emissions. Its
repeal halts expected environmental and
economic beneKts, and limits the DOE’s ability to
revisit similar standards without new legislation.

15

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy
announced a proposed rule to revise
existing energy conservation standards
for consumer furnace fans.

The DOE has said it is evaluating whether these
standards, in effect since 2019, remain
technologically feasible and economically
justiKed, and is considering both more stringent
and more lenient e]ciency levels. Weakening
these standards would lead to increased energy
consumption, higher utility bills for consumers,
and a setback in efforts to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions.

16

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy proposed
withdrawing its previous determination
that compressors qualify as "covered
equipment" under the Energy Policy and
Conservation Act (EPCA). This move
would eliminate federal energy e]ciency
standards and test procedures for
compressors, which are widely used in
industrial and commercial applications.

Compressors are integral to various systems,
including refrigeration, air conditioning, and
manufacturing processes. Removing them from
EPCA coverage could lead to increased energy
consumption and higher operational costs for
businesses and consumers. The move also
undermines efforts to improve energy e]ciency
and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

17

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy proposed
rescinding energy and water e]ciency
standards for compact residential
clothes washers, standard residential
clothes washers, and commercial
clothes washers.

Residential washers are among the most energy-
and water-intensive appliances in households,
and compact washers are commonly used in
apartments and smaller homes, particularly in
urban areas. Commercial clothes washers, which
are widely used in laundromats and other
enterprises, also represent a signiKcant source of
energy and water use. Eliminating e]ciency
standards for these appliances could lead to
increased energy and water consumption,
resulting in higher utility bills for consumers and
greater environmental impact. This move
undermines decades of progress in energy
conservation and may violate EPCA’s anti-
backsliding provision, which prohibits weakening
existing e]ciency standards.

18

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy proposed
rescinding Appendix B of its test
procedures for commercial warm air
furnaces (CWAFs), which introduced the
Thermal E]ciency Two (TE2) metric.

CWAFs are widely used in heating large buildings,
and accurate e]ciency testing is crucial for
energy conservation. Eliminating the TE2 metric,
which accounts for factors like jacket losses and
part-load operation, may lead to less
representative e]ciency measurements,
potentially resulting in higher energy consumption
and costs.

19

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy proposed
withdrawing its previous determination
that classiKed certain fans and blowers
as "covered equipment" under the Energy
Policy and Conservation Act.

This reclassiKcation would remove these
products from federal energy e]ciency
standards. Fans and blowers are integral to
various systems, including HVAC, industrial
ventilation, and manufacturing processes.
Eliminating federal oversight could lead to
increased energy consumption and higher
operational costs for businesses and consumers.
It also undermines efforts to improve energy
e]ciency and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

20

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy proposed
withdrawing its prior determination that
portable air conditioners qualify as
covered consumer products under the
Energy Policy and Conservation Act.

Portable air conditioners are widely used in
homes and small businesses, especially in urban
areas and rental properties. Eliminating federal
e]ciency standards could lead to increased
energy consumption and higher utility bills for
consumers, and undermines efforts to improve
energy e]ciency and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.

21

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy proposed
rescinding the 2019 energy conservation
standards for portable dehumidiKers. If
Knalized, this action would revert
e]ciency standards to much lower
levels established in 2012.

DehumidiKers are widely used in residential and
commercial settings to control humidity and
improve air quality. Rolling back e]ciency
standards could lead to increased energy
consumption, higher utility bills for consumers,
and elevated greenhouse gas emissions.

22

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy proposed
rescinding the amended water use
standards for commercial prerinse spray
valves (CPSVs). This action would revert
the standards to the original statutory
baseline established in 2006.

CPSVs are widely used in commercial kitchens to
rinse food residue from dishes before washing.
The existing e]ciency standards have
contributed to signiKcant water and energy
savings. Rescinding these standards could lead to
increased water consumption and higher
operational costs for businesses.

23

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy proposed
rescinding its amended water use
standards for faucets under the Energy
Policy and Conservation Act. If Knalized,
this action would revert faucet e]ciency
requirements to the original statutory
standards established by Congress in
1992.

Faucets are among the most commonly used
Kxtures in residential and commercial settings,
and e]ciency standards have played a signiKcant
role in reducing water consumption and
associated energy use. Rolling back these
standards could lead to increased water and
energy usage, higher utility bills for consumers,
and elevated greenhouse gas emissions.

24

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy proposed
rescinding the amended water use
standards for automatic commercial ice
makers (ACIMs), reverting to the original
statutory baselines established by
Congress in 2005.

ACIMs are widely used in restaurants, hotels, and
health care facilities, and water e]ciency
standards have played a signiKcant role in
reducing water consumption and associated
energy use. Rolling back these standards could
lead to increased water usage, higher utility bills
for businesses, and elevated greenhouse gas
emissions.

25

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy proposed
withdrawing its prior determination that
miscellaneous refrigeration products
(MREFs) qualify as covered products
under the Energy Policy and
Conservation Act. This category includes
wine chillers, beverage coolers, and
combination units.

MREFs are common in residential and
commercial settings, and existing e]ciency
standards have contributed to signiKcant energy
savings. Rolling back these standards could lead
to increased energy consumption, higher utility
bills for consumers, and elevated greenhouse gas
emissions.

26

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy proposed
rescinding its energy conservation
standards for external power supplies,
which are devices like phone and laptop
chargers that convert household
electricity into lower-voltage currents.

External power supplies are ubiquitous in modern
life, powering a vast array of consumer
electronics. The existing e]ciency standards
have signiKcantly reduced energy consumption
and greenhouse gas emissions. Rolling back
these standards could lead to increased energy
use, higher utility bills for consumers, and
elevated emissions.

27

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy proposed
rescinding energy conservation
standards for microwave ovens,
speciKcally those codiKed in 10 CFR
430.32(j)(3)(3)), arguing that they are not
explicitly listed as a covered product
under the Energy Policy and
Conservation Act.

Microwave ovens are ubiquitous in American
households, and existing e]ciency standards
have contributed to signiKcant energy savings
over the years. Rolling back these standards
could lead to increased energy consumption,
higher utility bills for consumers, and elevated
greenhouse gas emissions.

28

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy proposed
rescinding the amended design
requirements for conventional cooking
tops, speciKcally those codiKed in 10
CFR 430.32(j)(1)(ii)(1)(ii)). If Knalized,
this action would revert the design
standards to the original statutory
requirements established by Congress in
1990.

Conventional cooking tops are common
household appliances, and design requirements
have played a signiKcant role in reducing energy
consumption and associated emissions. Rolling
back these standards could lead to increased
energy use, higher utility bills for consumers, and
elevated greenhouse gas emissions.

29

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy proposed
rescinding its regulatory water-use limits
for residential dishwashers.

Dishwasher e]ciency standards have driven
signiKcant water savings and helped reduce
consumer utility bills and environmental impact.
Rescinding these rules could allow less e]cient
models back on the market, increasing household
water use and undermining federal conservation
goals.

30

Rules & regulations The U.S. Department of Energy proposed
rescinding regulatory design
requirements for conventional ovens
manufactured on or after January 1,
1990. These requirements, established
by the National Appliance Energy
Conservation Act of 1987, prohibit gas
ovens and ranges with electrical cords
from using constant-burning pilot lights.

Design standards like the pilot light ban have
played a critical role in reducing unnecessary
energy use in gas appliances. Rescinding them
could lead to increased gas consumption and roll
back decades of e]ciency progress in residential
appliances.

Date

July 2, 2026

June 26, 2026

May 29, 2026

May 21, 2026

March 13,
2026

December 3,
2025

September 3,
2025

July 8, 2025

July 2, 2025

May 20, 2025

May 20, 2025

May 20, 2025

May 20, 2025

May 20, 2025

May 16, 2025

May 16, 2025

May 16, 2025

May 16, 2025

May 16, 2025

May 16, 2025

May 16, 2025

May 16, 2025

May 16, 2025

May 16, 2025

May 16, 2025

May 16, 2025

May 16, 2025

May 16, 2025

May 16, 2025

May 16, 2025
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Action What happened Why it matters

1

Announcement The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency once again delayed 2025
greenhouse gas emissions reporting for
8,200 major polluters, setting it back to
March 10, 2027.

This is the second time the EPA has delayed the
reporting deadline while pursuing its broader effort
to dismantle federal climate protections. The
administration has proposed ending reporting
requirements for 46 of 47 industry sectors,
effectively allowing major polluters to stop
disclosing their contributions to climate change
and undermining the transparency needed to
address the climate crisis.

2

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency eliminated important air
pollution permitting requirements for
major industrial facilities in Georgia.

The decision could allow a large coal-Kred power
plant near Atlanta to continue operating without
stronger pollution controls required under federal
law, even as the region continues to experience
ozone levels above federal health standards.
Eliminating these permitting safeguards makes it
harder to address pollution that threatens nearby
communities. The EPA's decision relies on a long-
standing but Pawed interpretation of the Clean Air
Act. NRDC is already challenging the same legal
interpretation in a separate case involving ozone
pollution in Cleveland, Ohio, arguing that the EPA
cannot simply discard important pollution
safeguards when air quality problems persist.

3

Announcement EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin announced
plans to roll back requirements that oil
and gas companies detect and prevent
methane leaks, delivering another
concession to the fossil fuel industry at
the expense of the environment and
public health.

Methane is a potent greenhouse gas, and
weakening leak detection and monitoring
requirements would increase climate pollution
while exposing nearby communities to more smog-
forming and cancer-causing pollutants. The
existing standards are cost-effective because
preventing leaks allows companies to capture and
sell gas that would otherwise escape. The
proposed rollback would reward operators that
refuse to adequately monitor their equipment, even
as many companies have already complied with the
rules.

4

Announcement The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency agreed to reconsider Clean Air
Act requirements for several major
Texas metropolitan areas that have
failed to meet federal ozone standards.

Ozone pollution, or smog, is a serious public health
threat, particularly for children, older adults, and
people with asthma and other respiratory
conditions. The reconsiderations could allow some
of the country’s largest metropolitan areas to
escape stronger pollution controls triggered when
an area fails to meet federal ozone standards.

5

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency Knalized a rule limiting when
New Source Review air pollution permits
can be challenged or revisited through
the Clean Air Act’s Title V operating
permit process.

The rule makes it harder to correct potentially
inadequate pollution limits after a facility receives
its initial construction permit and restricts an
avenue communities have used to scrutinize
pollution limits for major facilities. NRDC’s John
Walke called the change “another reckless example
of the Trump EPA doing the bidding of polluters,”
arguing that it reduces public oversight and
accountability over pollution permits for facilities
including oil and gas operations and data centers.

6

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency declared that power plants built
exclusively to serve facilities like data
centers are not subject to the Clean Air
Act's Acid Rain Program.

The move would exempt them from limits on
dangerous emissions of chemicals such as sulfur
dioxide and nitrogen oxide. It is the latest example
of the administration relaxing public health
safeguards to accelerate data center development.

7

Rules &
regulations

EPA Administrator Zeldin sent two more
California clean air waivers to Congress
for repeal, targeting state rules that
would reduce pollution from ships and
commercial harbor vessels.

The standards would have cut tens of thousands of
tons of smog-forming pollution and hundreds of
thousands of tons of greenhouse gas emissions. It
is the latest effort by the Trump administration to
strip California of its long-standing authority to
adopt stronger clean air standards, weakening
protections for communities disproportionately
exposed to port pollution.

8

Rules &
regulations

The Trump administration granted more
Clean Air Act pollution limit exemptions
to petrochemical facilities.

The move will allow more plants to delay
compliance with the EPA's Hazardous Organic
National (HON) Emission Standards, which were
designed to reduce toxic air pollution from
chemical manufacturing and expected to cut
cancer risks from hazardous air pollutants for
nearby communities by an estimated 96 percent.

9

Announcement President Trump pardoned multiple
individuals convicted by federal juries of
violating the Clean Air Act.

Pardoned individuals were convicted for, among
other things, deleting emissions control software
and installing “defeat devices” onto vehicles. Such
actions affected dozens to hundreds of vehicles,
signiKcantly increasing their emissions.

10

Announcement The U.S. Department of Justice asked a
judge to throw out a lawsuit designed to
hold xAI accountable for its use of
unpermitted natural gas turbines near
the Tennessee–Mississippi border.

The lawsuit was brought under the Clean Air Act's
citizen suit provisions, which allow communities to
enforce environmental laws when government
regulators fail to act. The administration claims the
authority to dismiss the case itself, which, if
permitted, would allow any president to unilaterally
deny citizens the right to protections provided
under the Clean Air Act.

11

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency restored a policy that gives
industrial facilities, power plants, and
other major polluters a legal defense
when they exceed air pollution limits
during emergencies, equipment failures,
or other unexpected events.

The change makes it easier for power plants,
reKneries, manufacturers, and other major polluters
to defend violations of their emissions limits,
potentially weakening accountability for excess air
pollution. By reducing the consequences of permit
violations, the rule could lessen incentives for
facilities to properly maintain equipment and invest
in measures that prevent harmful pollution releases
in the Krst place.

12

Announcement The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency rejected Hawaii’s long-term haze
reduction plan because it would have
required two oil-Kred power plants to
retire.

The decision threatens efforts to improve air quality
while also making it harder for the state to
transition toward cleaner energy.

13

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency proposed delaying new
standards that would limit toxic tailpipe
pollution that cause soot and smog.

Delaying these standards means more toxic
pollutants spewing from tailpipes, and more soot
and smog in cities. That in turn means more
asthma, more heart attacks, and more lung disease
for Americans.

14

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency proposed weakening Clean Air
Act permitting rules to let companies
begin building major industrial facilities—
including data centers—before securing
required preconstruction permits under
New Source Review.

The proposal would undercut Clean Air Act
safeguards by allowing developers to sink major
costs into projects before regulators fully review
pollution, alternative siting locations, and
community impacts. That could make harmful
projects much harder to stop later, even if they
should never have been approved in the Krst place.

15

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency issued guidance allowing oil and
gas operators to continue Paring at new
wells beyond the May 7, 2026, phaseout
deadline, claiming existing rules provide
“Pexibility” in certain circumstances.

Continued Paring means more methane emissions
in our air, prolonging environmental harm and
prioritizing production over public health and
climate protections.

16

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency proposed a rule to revoke critical
protections from methane by tripling the
amount of time oil and gas producers
can engage in emergency Paring.

The agency said it was also developing another
proposal to further amend the rule. Methane is a
greenhouse gas with 80 times the heat-trapping
potential of carbon dioxide, and is responsible for
about 20 to 30 percent of global warming.

17

Personnel
action

EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin Klled long-
vacant seats on the agency’s inPuential
air advisory board with industry
representatives and climate skeptics.

The body advises the EPA on some of the country’s
most important air quality standards. Zeldin bucked
the traditional selection of academic researchers
with scientiKc expertise in clean air.

Date

October 9, 2026

October 8, 2026

October 7, 2026

September 29,
2026

September 24,
2026

July 27, 2026

July 22, 2026

July 13, 2026

July 3, 2026

June 17, 2026

June 1, 2026

May 18, 2026

May 14, 2026

May 11, 2026

May 1, 2026

April 4, 2026

March 9, 2026
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Action What happened Why it matters

1

Announcement The FEMA Review Council, created by the
Trump administration last year, released
recommendations that would slash the
FEMA budget and foist costs and
responsibility onto states.

2

Personnel
action

FEMA suspended nearly all of its training
and education programs for emergency
managers across the country.

The only managers not suspended were related to
preparation for the 2026 FIFA World Cup. The move
raises concerns about disaster preparedness as
climate-driven extreme weather intensiKes.

3

Announcement The U.S. Department of the Interior
announced the creation of a new U.S.
Wildland Fire Service under President
Trump’s wildKre executive order.

The Trump administration has already gutted
federal funding and the workforce needed to
prevent and control wildKres, raising serious
questions about whether this effort will actually
improve Kre response.

4

Personnel
action

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security
announced that some of the FEMA staffers
who signed onto a letter critical of the
agency’s leadership were placed back on
administrative leave.

See item from 8/26/25.

5

Personnel
action

The Department of Homeland Security
placed on leave the 36 current Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
staff members who signed onto a letter
criticizing actions taken by the agency's
current leadership.

The notice insists the action is not “disciplinary or
punitive,” but it’s hard to see it as anything else
given the timing and similar moves recently at the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Placing
dissenting FEMA staff on leave sends a chilling
message to employees across government: Speak
out against harmful cuts, and you risk being
sidelined. The move also undermines the agency's
emergency response capacity, just as climate-
fueled disasters grow more frequent and severe.
Instead of strengthening FEMA’s preparedness, this
tactic weakens it and puts communities at greater
risk.

6

Announcement Four months after the Trump administration
publicly announced it was canceling the
$4.1 billion Building Resilient Infrastructure
and Communities (BRIC) program—FEMA’s
Pagship grant initiative for climate and
disaster preparedness—the head of FEMA
claimed in a court Kling that the program
was never o]cially terminated.

The administration’s contradictory messaging has
sown confusion among state and local
governments counting on BRIC funding for critical
climate resilience projects, such as elevating Pood-
prone homes or reinforcing community
infrastructure. While claiming the program is still
active, FEMA has removed all funds from the BRIC
account and has not announced new funding
rounds, effectively halting the program in practice.
This attempt at gaslighting undermines disaster
preparedness, leaving vulnerable communities in
limbo as climate-driven disasters intensify.

7

Announcement FEMA removed a suite of public-facing data
visualization tools from its website. These
tools provided insights into disaster
declarations, Pood risk and cost, grant
obligations, and Kre response activities.

While raw datasets remain online (for now),
removing the interactive tools strips away a key
layer of transparency and accessibility. These
visuals were essential for journalists, researchers,
and local o]cials to hold FEMA accountable and
understand how federal disaster resources are
allocated.

8

Announcement The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) announced it will
stop providing data from a decades-old
satellite program used for hurricane
forecasting, citing "recent service changes."

These satellites, which are jointly operated with the
U.S. Department of Defense, have played a critical
role in storm tracking and prediction. The loss of
this satellite data could signiKcantly degrade the
accuracy of hurricane forecasts, putting tens of
millions of Americans in storm-prone regions at
greater risk.

9

Rules &
regulations

The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials
Safety Administration (PHMSA) formally
rescinded a 2021 advisory bulletin that
required pipeline operators to update
inspection and maintenance plans to
address vented and fugitive methane
emissions, reversing guidance issued under
the Biden administration.

The move eliminates a key methane mitigation
safeguard, weakening oversight of one of the most
potent climate pollutants.

10

Executive
order

The Trump administration issued an
executive order to consolidate federal
KreKghting forces, promote AI and tech-
based wildKre response, and streamline
wildKre regulations.

While the administration frames this as a
modernization push, it comes alongside deep
sta]ng and funding cuts to federal Kre and forest
agencies—stripping critical personnel responsible
for brush clearing, smoke research, and Kre
prevention. Experts warn the plan undermines its
own goals by weakening the very infrastructure
needed to manage increasingly severe wildKres
fueled by climate change. The result could be more
destructive Kres and greater risk to frontline
KreKghters and public health.

11

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)
proposed a rule to roll back long-standing
Pood protection standards for DOE projects
sited in Poodplains.

This rollback would weaken protections for
infrastructure in Pood-prone areas just as climate
change is making Poods more frequent and severe.
By scrapping sensible siting standards, the
department is increasing the risk of costly damage,
disruption, and pollution from energy projects built
in vulnerable locations. Lowering the bar for
Poodplain protection is shortsighted and directly
undermines climate resilience efforts.

12

Announcement The National Weather Service (NWS)
announced it is urgently working to Kll 155
critical vacancies—including forecasters,
radar technicians, and support staff—before
the start of the Atlantic hurricane season.
The move comes after months of workforce
losses driven by deferred resignation
programs and layoffs.

The Trump administration’s push to gut sta]ng
through mass Krings and its ongoing federal hiring
freeze has left the NWS scrambling to restore core
capacity. The NWS is essential for launching
weather balloons, issuing storm warnings, and
monitoring climate trends—tools that protect lives
and infrastructure during extreme weather.
Undermining it puts communities at greater risk
just as climate-driven disasters grow more severe.

13

Annoucement Acting FEMA Administrator David
Richardson tells staff he will "run right over"
those who resist changes to the agency.

Richardson was appointed on the same day that
Cameron Hamilton was Kred for pushing back
against the Trump administraiton's plan to
dismantle FEMA while testifying before Congress.

14

Announcement The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) announced it would
cease updating its Billion-Dollar Weather
and Climate Disasters database beyond
2024.

This database has been a critical resource since
1980, tracking the frequency and cost of major U.S.
weather disasters. The suspension of this resource
removes a key tool for understanding the
escalating Knancial impacts of climate change.
Without this standardized, publicly available
information, the nation's ability to prepare for and
respond to extreme weather events will be severely
compromised.

15

Personnel
action

Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem
Kred acting FEMA Administrator Cameron
Hamilton a day after he testiKed before
Congress opposing the Trump
administration's proposal to dismantle
FEMA.

The Kring also came just three days after the Trump
administration issued a proclamation touting the
importance of natural disaster preparedness. This
potentially compromises its preparedness and
response effectiveness by leaving the nation’s
disaster agency without a top o]cial three weeks
before the start of the Atlantic hurricane season.
This could lead to inconsistent disaster responses
and increased vulnerability for communities,
especially those already facing severe
environmental and economic challenges.

16

Agency memo In a memorandum, the acting FEMA
administrator indicated plans to discontinue
door-to-door canvassing to reach disaster
survivors.

This is a critical component of post-disaster
assistance whose elimination will disproportionally
harm older Americans, people with disabilities,
people without access to transportation, and others
who face barriers accessing centralized services.
States and localities with limited budgets will likely
not be able to Kll this gap, leaving the most
vulnerable disaster survivors without ways to
access life-saving aid in a time when climate-fueled
disasters are increasing in frequency and severity

17

Announcement The Trump administration moved to cancel
a popular disaster-preparation grant
program.

Canceling the $750 million in Building Resilient
Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) grants
strips states and communities of essential funding
to prepare for Poods, wildKres, hurricanes, and
other climate-fueled disasters. These investments
save lives and reduce the long-term costs of
recovery by strengthening infrastructure before
disasters strike. Halting BRIC funding leaves at-risk
communities exposed and undercuts the nation’s
ability to respond to natural disasters.

18

Announcement Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem
vowed to “eliminate” FEMA.

The administration has gutted FEMA, Kring or
forcing out more than 1,000 staff in February—
including seasoned emergency responders—and
placing 74 percent of the remaining workforce
under political review. Weakening the agency that
provides supplies before storms, delivers
emergency aid after disasters, and supports long-
term recovery, is both reckless and dangerous.

19

Announcement The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) plans to gut its science o]ce—the
O]ce of Research and Development—and
lay off more than 1,000 scientists, including
chemists, biologists, and toxicologists,
according to a New York Times report.

The EPA’s scientists are at the core of its mission to
protect human health and the environment. Without
them, every American is in the dark about serious
health risks, such as those from forever chemicals
in drinking water, mercury in Ksh, or toxic pollutants
spewing from the factory smokestack down the
street.

20

Agency memo A FEMA memo listed 10 climate-related
words and phrases, including "changing
climate," “climate resilience,” and “net zero,"
to be removed from the agency's
documents.

Scrubbing well-established and necessary scientiKc
terminology undermines FEMA’s ability to plan for
and communicate about the very real threats of
climate-related disasters. Politicizing emergency
management won’t stop Poods, Kres, or hurricanes
—it just makes communities less prepared to
survive them.

21

Personnel
action

The Trump administration Kred hundreds of
FEMA employees.

Just days after deadly Poods in Kentucky and West
Virginia, with thousands still displaced and without
safe drinking water, FEMA lost critical staff. These
cuts will further degrade the agency’s already
strained capacity to respond to disasters.

Date

May 7, 2026

March 5, 2026

January 12,
2026

December 2,
2025

August 26,
2025

July 25, 2025

June 30, 2025

June 27, 2025

June 13, 2025

June 12, 2025

May 16, 2025

May 14, 2025

May 9, 2025

May 9, 2025

May 8, 2025

May 2, 2025

April 2, 2025

March 26, 2025

March 17, 2025

February 19,
2025

February 18,
2025
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1

Announcement Energy Secretary Chris Wright threatened to
pull the United States out of the
International Energy Agency (IEA) unless
the organization changes its approach to
climate and energy to align more with the
Trump administration’s fossil fuel agenda.

Treating climate change and energy security as
competing priorities ignores how closely connected
they are. The IEA, which was created to help stabilize
global energy markets in the wake of the Krst OPEC oil
shock, analyzes everything from oil and gas supplies to
electricity grids, e]ciency, and clean energy precisely
because a more diverse, resilient energy system can
reduce exposure to volatile fossil fuel markets and
geopolitical disruptions.

2

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
sent the White House another rule that
would delay greenhouse gas reporting
requirements for more than 8,000 of the
nation’s largest emitters, the second such
reprieve as it works to Knalize a broader
rollback.

The reporting program provides some of the most
important information about greenhouse gases
emissions. Eliminating it will make it signiKcantly
harder for the public, researchers and policymakers to
track the nation’s biggest climate polluters.

3

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
repealed critical standards for power plant
carbon pollution, eliminating requirements
intended to reduce emissions from the
nation’s largest industrial source of
greenhouse gases.

The EPA’s own analysis projected the standards would
avoid 1.38 billion metric tons of carbon pollution
through 2047 and deliver as much as $370 billion in net
climate and public-health beneKts. The agency
proposed a more far-reaching assault on the idea that
the federal government has the duty to address the
impacts of greenhouse gas emissions, which could
sharply restrict the EPA's authority to regulate this
pollution in the future.

4

Announcement The Trump administration is ending NOAA
support for the Arctic Report Card.

The peer-reviewed annual assessment has for decades
tracked changes across the rapidly warming Arctic.
The report is critical for understanding changes with
consequences for communities, ecosystems, and even
national security.

5

Announcement The White House appointed climate skeptic
Matthew Wielicki to head the U.S. Global
Change Research Program.

The program coordinates the federal government's
climate science research and produces the country’s
Pagship report on climate change, the National Climate
Assessment. Appointing someone regularly at odds
with the overwhelming scientiKc consensus on climate
change to head this program signals the
administration’s continued effort to deny a simple
reality: Climate change is real and getting worse.

6

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Department of Energy issued a
direct Knal rule adding “sunset” provisions
to more than 20 rules.

The rules include several greenhouse gas reporting
guidelines, as well as those for decommissioning and
preventing accidents at nuclear sites, uranium
enrichment, and radioactive waste disposal.

7

Rules &
regulations

The U.S Securities and Exchange
Commission proposed recissions for
climate-related disclosure rules.

Climate risk is Knancial risk. Investors need to know
the potential impacts to their portfolio from extreme
weather or other climate risks, as the SEC concluded in
2024 based on a mountain of evidence. The repealed
rules made it the SEC’s responsibility to require
companies to disclose material risks that might harm
investors.

8

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission sent a proposal to the White
House to formally end Biden-era climate
disclosure rules for publicly traded
companies.

The rules required companies to disclose material
climate-related risks and, for some Krms, their carbon
emissions, giving investors clearer information about
Knancial exposure to climate change. Repealing them
would make it harder for investors, regulators, and the
public to assess how climate risks affect major
companies and the broader economy.

9

Announcement EPA Administration Lee Zeldin spoke before
one of the country’s most notorious climate
denial groups, downplayed climate change,
and bragged about gutting environmental
and public health protections.

The Heartland Institute has for decades rejected the
overwhelming scientiKc consensus on human-caused
climate change, and has promoted disinformation
designed to weaken hard-won environmental and
public health safeguards. During his remarks, Zeldin
dismissed scientiKc warnings about climate change as

Date

September
23, 2026

September
21, 2026

September
14, 2026

August 10,
2026

July 9,
2026

May 29,
2026

May 29,
2026

May 6,
2026

April 8,
2026
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dismissed scientiKc warnings about climate change as
“doom and gloom,” and bragged that his EPA cancelled
almost 800 grants to communities hurt by
environmental problems.

10

Announcement The Trump administration formally notiKed
the United Nations that it would withdraw
the United States from the Framework
Convention on Climate Change.

The Trump administration continues to sideline the
United States over the biggest existential threat of our
lifetime.

11

Announcement The Trump administration pressured
countries to oppose a U.N. resolution
sponsored by Vanuatu that calls for
countries to take legally binding climate
action, including reparations for damages
caused by any nation that fails to take
action.

The U.S. Department of State guidance aims to block
international efforts to hold major polluters
accountable for climate damage. It further distances
the United States from global climate cooperation as
climate impacts intensify worldwide.

12

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
repealed its own landmark conclusion that
greenhouse gases warm the planet and
threaten health.

The endangerment Knding was grounded in
overwhelming science when it was written in 2009, and
the case for it has only grown stronger since. This
decision is meant to make it impossible to regulate
greenhouse gas emissions from vehicles under the
Clean Air Act and will cost American lives and
livelihoods.

13

Announcement The United States o]cially left the Paris
Agreement, marking the second time that
President Trump has abandoned this
commitment to combating the climate
crisis and curbing greenhouse gas
emissions.

Leaving the agreement undermines global efforts to
curb climate pollution at a moment when coordinated
action is essential. The move forfeits U.S. federal
leadership in shaping climate progress and clean
energy markets, while leaving Americans
underprepared to bear the growing cost of climate
disasters.

14

Announcement The Trump administration announced the
closure of Colorado’s National Center for
Atmospheric Research (NCAR), the largest
federal climate research center in the
country.

This reckless decision means Americans will be less
aware, and therefore less prepared, to deal with
extreme weather events and disasters exacerbated by
climate change. In addition to being at the forefront of
climate science research, NCAR also delivered critical
research on weather, wildKres, and disasters that help
save lives and property.

15

Announcement The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
deleted references to human contributions
to rising temperatures from some of its
climate change webpages.

The scientiKc consensus is clear: Humanity has
signiKcantly contributed to the climate change crisis.

16

Announcement The U.S. Department of Energy's loan o]ce
will no longer conduct National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) reviews
when assessing the projects it Knances.

The landmark 1970 legislation facilitates community
participation and a]rms the responsibility of federal
agencies to consider climate change and
environmental justice impacts as integral components
of project decisions.

17

Announcement The administration is pressing the European
Union to weaken its new climate
accountability law, an international
standard requiring companies to track and
cut their greenhouse gas emissions.

This comes just a week after the State Department
derailed years of progress toward global maritime
decarbonization at a pivotal International Maritime
Organization meeting in London.

18

Announcement The U.S. Department of State intervened at
the International Maritime Organization
(IMO) to prevent adoption of a proposed
carbon levy on commercial ships despite
broad international support and years of
negotiation.

The delay undermines global efforts to decarbonize the
maritime sector and jeopardizes the IMO’s net-zero
framework for shipping emissions. With the levy now
postponed indeKnitely, the credibility of international
climate cooperation in one of the world’s most
polluting industries is in question.

19

Agency memo The U.S. Department of Energy's O]ce of
Energy E]ciency and Renewable Energy
issued new guidance banning the use of
terms like “climate change,” “green,” and
“emissions” in agency communications.

If true, this is part of a broader campaign to erase
climate change from federal policy, undermining
transparency and evidence-based decision making.
Restricting these words won’t make climate change go
away, but it will make it harder to craft solutions, inform
the public, and hold polluters accountable.

20

Announcement The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
announced it will end its 15-year-old
program requiring factories, reKneries, and
other facilities to report and publish their
annual greenhouse gas emissions.

The move directly violates Congress’ requirement for
annual reporting, giving polluters greater secrecy and
shielding them from accountability.

21

Announcement The Trump administration released its
Spring 2025 UniKed Regulatory Agenda,
detailing hundreds of safeguards rollbacks
already underway or in the pipeline across
agencies.

The agenda outlines sweeping plans to weaken
protections for consumers, workers, the environment,
and public health—including rollbacks of student loan
forgiveness, energy e]ciency standards, greenhouse
gas regulations, and workplace safety rules. This
unprecedented assault on safeguards prioritizes
corporate interests over ordinary Americans, risking
higher costs, dirtier air and water, and more unsafe
workplaces.

22

Announcement EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin announced
the agency will soon propose changes to a
2023 rule restricting hydroPuorocarbons
(HFCs) in refrigeration technologies.

HFCs are “super-pollutants”; phasing them down is one
of the fastest, most effective ways to curb climate
pollution—and has the support of the largest industry
players. Weakening restrictions on HFCs would slow
the transition to cleaner alternatives. This rollback
would be another blow to cost-effective climate
solutions already well within reach.

23

Announcement Steve Koonin, one of the lead authors of the
U.S. Department of Energy’s recent error-
Klled report attacking the well-established
science behind human-caused climate
change, outlined plans for public “debates,”
a line-by-line rebuttal of the National
Climate Assessment, and an expanded
team of climate contrarians.

This marks an escalation of the Trump administration’s
campaign to discredit climate science, building on its
earlier efforts to revise or suppress reports that
document the dangers of fossil fuel pollution. By
weaponizing federal agencies to legitimize fringe
voices, the administration is undermining decades of
research and attempting to sow doubt where scientiKc
consensus is clear. Such tactics stall climate action,
embolden polluters, and weaken the case for urgently
transitioning to clean energy.

24

Announcement The Departments of Commerce, Energy,
State, and Transportation announced that
the United States will not accept the
International Maritime Organization’s Net-
Zero Framework, which the organization
adopted in April 2025.

The IMO's framework seeks to reduce global
greenhouse gas emissions from the shipping sector
through mandatory emissions limits and greenhouse
gas pricing. International shipping is one of the largest
single sources of climate pollution. The framework
represented a signiKcant step toward aligning the
sector with global climate goals; by rejecting it, the
United States risks undermining international
momentum to decarbonize shipping, delaying the
adoption of proven low- and zero-emission
technologies, and locking in additional fossil fuel use in
a sector critical to the Kght against climate change.

25

Announcement EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin said he would
move to repeal the EPA's landmark 2009
Endangerment Finding, which underpins
nearly all federal climate regulations by
a]rming that greenhouse gas pollution
threatens public health and welfare. The
move was paired with proposals to repeal
limits on carbon dioxide from vehicles and
delay implementation of methane emission
rules.

Erasing the endangerment Knding would dismantle the
legal basis for regulating carbon, methane, and other
heat-trapping pollutants—just as extreme heat, Poods,
and wildKres ravage the country. Courts have upheld
the Knding repeatedly, and the administration’s claims
rest on fundamental scientiKc errors, such as
confusing nitrogen oxides with nitrous oxide.
Scrapping vehicle standards could raise fuel and
maintenance costs for drivers and disrupt years of
climate planning, while delaying methane rules means
more warming from one of the most potent
greenhouse gases.

26

Report Simultaneously to the Trump
administration's proposed repeal of the
2009 endangerment Knding, the U.S.
Department of Energy released a report
attempting to challenge the scientiKc
consensus on greenhouse gases—an
unprecedented cross-agency attack on
climate science.

The report was coauthored by some of the most
fervent climate change revisionists in the
administration, and is littered with errors, broken links,
and serious misrepresentation of research Kndings. It
marks a dangerous escalation in the administration’s
effort to undermine climate action—not just by rolling
back policy but by attacking the underlying science
itself. The Energy Department lending its institutional
weight to fringe claims about greenhouse gases
signals a coordinated attempt to delegitimize decades
of peer-reviewed research and sow confusion among
the public and policymakers.

27

Rules &
regulations

The Trump administration sent a proposal
to the O]ce of Management and Budget
that would overturn the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency's (EPA) 2009
endangerment Knding—the scientiKc and
legal foundation for regulating greenhouse
gases under the Clean Air Act. The move
would erase the federal government’s
acknowledgment that carbon pollution
threatens public health and welfare.

This would be the most sweeping rollback of climate
authority in U.S. history. The endangerment Knding has
underpinned nearly every federal effort to cut climate
pollution—from tailpipe standards to power plant rules
—and is grounded in decades of peer-reviewed
science. The Trump administration’s claim that the
Knding was “Pawed” is a blatant distortion of both the
law and the science, ignoring the 2007 Massachusetts
v. EPA ruling and overwhelming evidence of the climate
crisis. This move is a political favor to fossil fuel
donors at the expense of public health, science, and
future generations.

28

Personnel
action

EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin announced
the agency will move to close its O]ce of
Research and Development, initiating a
reduction in force that could lay off
hundreds of staff.

The O]ce of Research and Development is the
scientiKc backbone of the EPA, providing critical data
on air and water pollution, toxic exposures, and
emerging environmental threats. Its closure marks a
dramatic dismantling of the agency’s scientiKc
infrastructure and capacity to enforce environmental
laws, and will jeopardize protections for millions of
Americans.

29

Announcement NASA announced it will not host the
National Climate Assessments or related
datasets from the U.S. Global Change
Research Program, reversing its earlier
commitment to do so after the Trump
administration took down critical data
earlier this month.

The reversal removes a key public access point for
authoritative, peer-reviewed climate information just as
extreme weather disasters mount across the country.
Scientists warn that this is a deliberate effort by the
Trump administration to suppress climate science and
prevent Americans from understanding how climate
change is affecting their homes, health, and
communities.

30

Announcement The U.S. Department of Energy hired three
scientists—Steven Koonin, John Christy, and
Roy Spencer—well known for rejecting the
scientiKc consensus on climate change.

These hires signal an effort by the Trump
administration to discredit mainstream climate science
from within the federal government. The appointments
come amid a broader campaign to dismantle climate
research infrastructure—gutting funding, censoring
agency websites, and preparing to repeal the EPA’s
endangerment Knding.
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Action What happened Why it matters

1

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency proposed to eliminate key
standards that protect people from
unsafe levels of PFAS “forever
chemicals” in drinking water.

The EPA also reversed course and stopped
defending the standards in a federal lawsuit Kled by
industry seeking to eliminate them. The proposals
roll back protections from chemicals that pose a
threat to the health of up to 105 million people
across the nation whose water has been
contaminated by PFAS.

2 Announcement The Trump administration vetoed a
bipartisan rural water bill in Colorado.

The bill would have funded a pipeline to bring clean
water to 50,000 residents in southeast Colorado.

3

Announcement The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) announced it will no longer
defend rules that protect people from
unsafe levels of PFAS “forever
chemicals” in drinking water, seeking to
reverse legal protections put into place
last year.

More than 73 million people are served by water
systems that have detected PFAS levels above the
limits that the EPA now seeks to rescind or delay.

4

Announcement EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin announced
the agency will not tighten water
pollution standards for meat and poultry
plants, citing food price concerns.

The existing standards apply to only 150 of 5,000+
slaughterhouses and contain no phosphorus limits,
a key driver of U.S. waterway pollution. A Biden-era
proposal would have reduced 100 million pounds of
pollution annually by adding phosphorus and
nitrogen limits, according to the agency at the time.
The decision by the Trump administration's EPA
prioritizes short-term cost concerns over long-term
human health protections.

5

Announcement The Trump administration announced it
will defend the Biden-era rule requiring
nearly all lead service lines in the United
States to be replaced within 10 years.
However, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency also signaled it will
explore “implementation Pexibilities and
regulatory clarity,” drawing concerns
about enforcement.

While defending the rule is important, the vague
promise of “Pexibilities” raises red Pags—
particularly given the administration’s broader
pattern of weakening environmental and public
health safeguards under the guise of regulatory
reform. Without clear guardrails, these terms could
serve as code for delaying compliance, loosening
enforcement, or creating loopholes for utilities to
avoid full lead pipe removal. The stakes are high:
Millions of Americans, especially in low-income and
historically marginalized communities, remain at
risk of lead exposure through their drinking water.

6

Personnel
action

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency suspended Elin Warn Betanzo, a
longtime member of its National
Drinking Water Advisory Council, after
she signed a petition criticizing
Administrator Lee Zeldin’s public health
and science policies.

This retaliatory action sends a chilling message to
outside experts who serve on EPA’s advisory panels
—particularly those with deep, community-based
experience in public health. Silencing a water safety
engineer for speaking up about weakened
protections undermines scientiKc integrity and
erodes trust in the agency’s ability to act in the
public interest.

7

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency proposed approving the Texas
Railroad Commission’s application to
take over permitting authority for Class
VI wells—used for carbon sequestration.

The Texas Railroad Commission has a long-
standing cozy relationship with the oil and gas
industry it regulates. Giving Texas more control
over carbon storage—especially after recent well
leaks in Illinois and concerns about enforcement
under Class II wells—could compromise public
health and drinking water protections.This move
could also open the door to weak oversight of a
risky technology used to justify continued fossil
fuel use.

8

Announcement The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency requested an additional 45-day
pause in ongoing litigation concerning
its national drinking water rule for per-
and polyPuoroalkyl substances (PFAS) to
allow the agency more time to evaluate
its plans for limiting these toxic
pollutants in drinking water.

PFAS are persistent chemicals linked to various
health issues, including cancer and liver damage.
The EPA's delay in Knalizing regulations raises
concerns about prolonged exposure risks for
millions of people. Postponing stricter limits on
PFAS in drinking water—or rolling back existing
limits—would severely undermine public health.

9

Announcement The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency has proposed granting Arizona
authority to issue permits for Class VI
underground injection wells, used for
long-term carbon dioxide storage.

Expanding state-level control over carbon storage
risks weakening oversight, especially in states with
less stringent environmental enforcement histories.
Granting Arizona permitting authority could
accelerate carbon capture projects, but without
strong safeguards, it may also increase the risk of
leaks or contamination, jeopardizing drinking water
and public health.

10

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency announced that it plans to roll
back regulations that protect people
from per- and polyPuoroalkyl substances
(PFAS), commonly known as "forever
chemicals," in drinking water. While
maintaining limits for two prevalent
PFAS compounds—PFOA and PFOS—it
extends their compliance deadline to
2031 and rescinds standards for four
other PFAS variants, including GenX,
PFNA, PFBS, and PFHxS.

PFAS are linked to serious health issues, including
cancer and developmental disorders, and are
notoriously persistent in the environment. The
Trump administration's EPA—led by Administrator
Lee Zeldin, whose own former congressional
district has long-faced serious PFAS-related
drinking water concerns—is undermining efforts to
ensure safe drinking water, potentially exposing
millions to hazardous chemicals.

11

Agency memo The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency moved to further cut the Clean
Water Act, threatening water supply for
millions.

Under the guise of aligning federal policy with the
Supreme Court’s Sackett decision, the EPA is
moving toward adopting an extreme interpretation
of the already extreme ruling—one that will
accelerate water pollution, increase Pood risks, and
degrade drinking water sources for millions of
Americans.
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Action What happened Why it matters

1

Announcement President Trump pardoned two individuals
who pleaded guilty to violating the Clean Air
Act by illegally tampering with federally
required pollution controls and monitoring
equipment on at least 37 vehicles.

Vehicle pollution controls are required under federal law
for a reason: They protect Americans from soot, smog-
forming pollution, and other dangerous emissions that
contribute to respiratory illness, heart disease, and
premature death. These individuals admitted to
breaking federal pollution laws, yet President Trump
gave them a free pass. The president is sending a
message that violating laws designed to protect public
health carries no consequences.

2

Announcement OMB Director Vought acknowledged that the
Trump administration canceled billions of
dollars in federal grants for multiple states
simply because those states did not vote for
President Trump in the 2024 election.

The cancellations included more than $7.5 billion in
federal grants for clean energy projects, a move which
the administration, both at the time and later, framed as
not political. The admission comes as the
administration is working on a set of rules that would
make it even easier for the president to cancel such
congressionally mandated funding.

3
Executive order The Trump administration stripped job

protections for nearly 8,000 senior federal
government employees.

The decision eliminates civil service protections for
thousands of senior-level positions across government.

4

Announcement The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers issued a
new permit to allow the Dakota Access
Pipeline to continue operating below Lake
Oahe in North Dakota.

A federal judge threw out a previous permit for the
pipeline in 2020, Knding the Army Corps had failed to
adequately review the pipeline’s very serious
environmental and public health risks. The Standing
Rock Sioux Tribe—which relies on the lake as its primary
water source—said that the new permit “does nothing to
address ongoing threats” to the tribe's lands, drinking
water, and cultural sites.

5

Announcement President Trump sent to Congress a
proposed budget that featured a sharp
uptick in military spending, paid for in large
part by cuts in public health and
environmental programs.

The president's budget leans in on a slew of cuts to
environmental programs that Congress rejected last
Kscal year.

6

Announcement The Trump administration moved to
terminate its collective bargaining
agreements with unions representing federal
employees at the U.S. Department of Energy
and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

The move strips public servants of workplace
protections and could weaken the independence of the
agencies responsible for safeguarding the environment
and public health.

7

Announcement The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
touted its record for the Trump
administration’s Krst year of enforcement
and compliance results.

The agency used misleading framing, including that it
closed more cases this past year than in any year of the
Biden administration (most of these cases originated
before Trump took o]ce). Multiple watchdog reports
have documented major drops in enforcement under
this EPA.

8

Announcement The Trump administration announced it
would rescind $1.5 billion in public health
and transportation funds from multiple
states with Democratic leaders.

The transportation money largely supported electric
vehicle charging projects and other clean transit grants
made available through the Charging and Fueling
Infrastructure program, while public health funding
seems to have largely supported state and local grants
for health disparities among marginalized communities.
Targeting grant funding based on politics is the
opposite of sound policy, and will result in dirtier
vehicles, fewer good paying jobs, and less healthy
communities.

9

Announcement The U.S. Department of Justice Kled a
request backing Enbridge’s Line 5 oil pipeline
through the Bad River Reservation.

The pipeline project was slated for shutdown by a court
order, but the DOJ’s request asks for a stay of that
order. The decision signals a broader willingness to
prioritize fossil fuel infrastructure over environmental
protection and Indigenous rights, potentially weakening
efforts to protect tribal lands and waters.

10

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Department of Energy proposed
new categorical exclusions for advanced
nuclear reactors that would allow them to
bypass aspects of the National
Environmental Policy Act.

The exclusions would include authorization, siting,
construction, operation, reauthorization, and
decommissioning of advanced nuclear reactors. It
comes after the Trump administration secretly rewrote
nuclear safety rules, loosening long-standing
requirements and prompting concern from safety
advocates.

11

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
proposed a rule to end expedited Freedom of
Information Act requests related to
environmental justice.

The proposal follows the EPA’s closure of its
environmental justice o]ce last year. The change would
slow public access to information about environmental
and public health risks to overburdened communities,
making it harder to hold polluters accountable.

12

Announcement The U.S. Department of the Interior ordered
National Park Service staff to scrub mention
of climate change on park signs and other
materials in at least 17 Western U.S. parks.

The move to erase well-documented history and
science from public space undermines understanding
of climate impacts. Efforts to erase climate change
from NPS documents will not change the underlying
reality: climate change is real, and it is getting worse.

13
Announcement The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

delayed the release of its annual
enforcement results for Kscal year 2025.

A former senior o]cial warned that federal
environmental enforcement is rapidly weakening amid
staff cuts and shifting policy priorities.

14

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is
moving to strip states and Tribes of long-
standing authority to block harmful projects
under the Clean Water Act.

The agency has proposed new limits on state and Tribal
water quality reviews for federally permitted projects,
advancing the Trump administration’s push to fast-track
fossil fuel infrastructure and data centers. Congress
explicitly gave states and Tribes the power to review
and reject federally backed projects that threaten water
quality, Kshing, and drinking water.

15

Personnel
action

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) Kred at least eight employees who
signed a letter criticizing Administrator Lee
Zeldin and the Trump administration’s anti-
science and anti-environmental actions at
the agency.

The Krings—condemned by AFGE Council 238, which
represents thousands of EPA employees—comes as
similar dissent has occurred at other agencies such as
FEMA and NIH.

16

Announcement The U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ)
opened an investigation into California’s
Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA)
for what it claims are possible
discriminatory hiring practices tied to racial
equity initiatives.

Targeting CalEPA undermines efforts to build a more
inclusive workforce. The probe, led by a former
California GOP o]cial now heading DOJ’s civil rights
division, signals the administration’s willingness to use
civil rights law as a weapon against climate programs.

17

Agency memo The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) told employees they must now seek
approval from agency ethics o]cials before
engaging with their union, even on personal
time. The directive follows the
administration’s move earlier this month to
cancel most of the EPA’s collective
bargaining agreements.

Targeting the EPA’s workforce undermines the ability of
staff to organize and push back against political
interference in the agency’s mission, which has been
increasing under EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin. Unions
have been among the most vocal critics of the Trump
administration’s attacks on science and environmental
protections, and restricting workers’ rights weakens
internal resistance to policies that prioritize polluters
over public health.

18

Personnel
action

President Trump Kred Andrew Biggs from
Puerto Rico’s Financial Oversight and
Management Board, leaving just one
member after dismissing Kve others last
week. The move comes amid a $12 billion
dispute over the island’s public utility debt
and mounting fears over its fragile power
grid.

The board plays a key role in securing investment for
grid modernization, reliability, and clean energy
development, all of which are critical for resilience
against increasingly frequent and intense tropical
weather. Puerto Rico’s grid is already among the least
reliable in the United States, with residents averaging 27
hours without power annually, over 10 times the
mainland average. Weakening the board risks
comprising the island's ability to oversee Kscal policy
and delaying necessary renewable energy deployment,
all while prolonging dependence on fossil fuels and
increasing costs and hardship for the island’s three
million residents.

19

Personnel
action

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
terminated collective bargaining agreements
with all agency unions, citing “national
security” to justify enforcing a Trump
executive order aimed at weakening federal
worker unions.

The move follows an appellate court ruling lifting an
injunction that had blocked agencies from acting on the
order. The agency’s unions—already at odds with the
Trump administration over layoffs, reorganizations, and
policy disputes—say the national security rationale is a
smokescreen to punish unions critical of the
administration. The termination strips union leaders of
o]ce space, prohibits conducting union business on
the clock, and halts grievance and arbitration
processes.

20

Personnel
action

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s
longtime scientiKc integrity o]cial
Francesca Grifo announced her resignation
after accepting a deferred resignation
incentive from the Trump administration.
Grifo had led the agency’s efforts to uphold
scientiKc standards and transparency since
2013.

Grifo’s departure marks another step in the
administration’s campaign to politicize science across
the federal government, as Project 2025 and Trump
o]cials push to dismantle the O]ce of ScientiKc
Integrity entirely. The attacks are rooted in the false
narrative that environmental oversight is partisan—
framing scientiKc accountability as the work of
“activists."

21

Personnel
action

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) placed staffers on administrative leave
days after they signed a letter dissenting
against the Trump administration’s
environmental policies. The agency says it is
investigating the employees involved.

Targeting public servants for expressing concern over
environmental rollbacks sends a chilling message
across the agency and undermines the institutional
integrity of the EPA. It also raises serious questions
about political retaliation and the suppression of
science-based dissent.

22

Announcement Staff at the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) issued a rare open letter to
Administrator Lee Zeldin, charging that his
actions are undermining the agency’s
mission to protect public health and the
environment.

This internal dissent underscores growing alarm within
the EPA over the Trump administration’s deregulatory
agenda. Staff warn that weakening environmental
protections, sidelining research, and ignoring expert
input will erode public trust and compromise the
agency’s ability to respond to health and environmental
crises.

23

Personnel
action

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) disbanded the National Environmental
Justice Advisory Council (NEJAC), a federal
advisory committee established in 1993 to
provide guidance on environmental justice
issues.

NEJAC served as a critical platform for integrating
environmental justice considerations into EPA policies,
ensuring that the voices of marginalized communities
were heard in environmental decision-making. Its
dissolution removes a key mechanism for addressing
the disproportionate environmental burdens faced by
low-income and minority populations, and it will almost
certainly lead to increased health risks for at-risk
communities.

24

Announcement The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
disclosed in a court Kling its plan to cancel
781 environmental justice grants awarded
during the Biden administration.

The rescinded grants were designated for initiatives
such as sealing homes against wildKre smoke in
Washington state and protecting Alaska Native villages
from coastal Pooding. Eliminating these funds,
particularly without required individualized reviews,
jeopardizes public health measures and climate
resilience efforts in marginalized communities that are
disproportionately affected by environmental hazards.

25

Agency memo The Federal Aviation Administration and U.S.
Department of Transportation quietly
removed references to key Biden-era
executive orders on climate, environmental
justice, and racial equity from the Airport
Improvement Program (AIP) grant
conditions.

This includes references to orders on environmental
justice (EO 12898), advancing racial equity through the
federal government (EO 13985), and tackling the
climate crisis (EO 14008). The rollback signals a shift
away from prioritizing equity and climate considerations
in federally funded airport projects, and could undercut
progress on environmental justice and climate action in
transportation infrastructure.

26

Announcement The Trump administration issued a notice to
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
employees of a "reduction in force" at the
agency's O]ce of Environmental Justice and
External Civil Rights, as well as regional
environmental justice divisions.

EPA Assistant Deputy Administrator Travis Voyles sent
the notice warning of a reduction in force that would cut
280 employees and reassign about 175 others in
Summer 2025. In doing so, the agency plans to gut the
very programs designed to protect frontline
communities from pollution and environmental
injustice.
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Action What happened Why it matters

1

Rules &
regulations

FERC proposed two measures to fast-track natural gas
infrastructure projects and weaken environmental
reviews.

The proposals would make it easier for gas
companies to expand or modify existing
infrastructure while reducing opportunities for
public scrutiny. The change could leave
communities with less information about the
pollution impacts of nearby gas projects and
weaken an important layer of environmental
oversight.

2

Announcement The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced a record
$3.3 billion federal loan for a new natural gas-Kred
power plant in Georgia.

The Knancing will support a major new fossil
fuel facility expected to begin operating in
2029, locking in decades of natural gas
consumption and associated climate pollution.
While the USDA is making it harder for farmers
and rural businesses to access clean energy
grants through REAP, it is directing billions in
federal Knancing toward new fossil fuel
infrastructure.

3

Announcement The Trump administration announced plans to auction
more than one million acres of federal waters in
Alaska’s Cook Inlet for oil and gas drilling on March 3,
2027.

This is the second oil and gas lease in Alaska's
Cook Inlet mandated by Republican’s 2025
budget law, the Krst of which attracted zero
bids. Expanding offshore drilling in Cook Inlet
threatens marine wildlife, including
endangered beluga whales, while also
increasing the risk of oil spills and more
harmful effects of climate change.

4

Announcement The Trump administration proposed opening more than
80 million acres of the Gulf of Mexico to oil and gas
leasing in a March 10 sale, the fourth in a series of
offshore auctions mandated by Republicans' sweeping
budget law.

The massive lease sale would expose more
federal waters to the risks of oil and gas
drilling, threatening marine ecosystems and
coastal communities while locking in
additional oil and gas production that fuels
climate change. The proposal continues the
administration's aggressive expansion of
offshore drilling despite the risks of oil spills,
industrial pollution, and worsening climate
impacts.

5

Rules &
regulations

The Trump administration announced it will exempt a
broad range of wintertime oil and gas exploration
activities in Alaska's National Petroleum Reserve from
routine environmental reviews required under the
National Environmental Policy Act.

The new exemption allows oil companies to
pursue exploration across one of America's
most ecologically sensitive regions without
undergoing the usual project-speciKc
environmental analysis, potentially putting
fragile Arctic ecosystems and local
communities at greater risk. The decision is
another step in the administration's push to
accelerate fossil fuel development in Alaska by
weakening environmental safeguards.

6

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency proposed
reversing a 2024 decision that partially rejected North
Dakota’s regional haze plan, which would allow several
coal-Kred power plants to continue operating without
installing additional pollution controls.

The EPA had previously concluded that North
Dakota had unreasonably rejected feasible and
reasonably inexpensive pollution controls at
several major power plants, including Coyote
Station, Antelope Valley, Coal Creek, and
Leland Olds. Reversing that decision could
allow those facilities to continue emitting more
visibility-impairing pollution than they would
under stronger controls.

7

Announcement The U.S. Department of Energy again forced the
continued operation of the Unit 1 coal-Kred plant at the
Stanton Energy Center in Orlando, Florida.

The was originally slated for shutdown
beginning in June 2026; the order will prop it
up at least through November 30. Keeping the
plant available is estimated to cost $6.2 million
per month and could add more than $20 to
customers’ monthly electricity bills, while
prolonging toxic air pollution from a plant
estimated to contribute 45 premature deaths
annually.

8

Rules &
regulations

The Trump administration moved to fast-track oil and
gas drilling in Alaska’s National Petroleum Reserve.

The Interior Department conKrmed a proposal
to allow these industries to conduct seismic
surveys, exploratory drilling, and other
damaging operations in critical wilderness
areas without essential environmental review.
That would make it easier for the fossil fuel
industry to expand drilling across a vast and
fragile Arctic landscape with limited scrutiny of
the potential consequences for climate
change, wildlife, and nearby Indigenous
communities.

9

Announcement The U.S. Department of Energy
Knalized(https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/green-
steel/trump-clean-steel-grant-coal} a renegotiated $500
million agreement with Cleveland-Cliffs, redirecting
funding originally given to build a modern, lower-carbon
steel mill toward upgrades to the company’s existing
coal-Kred blast furnace in Middletown, Ohio.

Congress speciKcally provided this funding for
clean steel development to accelerate
industrial emissions reductions. The deal
means a missed opportunity to modernize
American steel production and compete in the
growing global market for lower-carbon steel.

10

Announcement Energy Secretary Chris Wright once again extended the
life of the aging, uneconomical J.H. Campbell coal-Kred
power plant in Michigan.

The plant was originally scheduled to close in
May 2025; the new order will keep the plant
running through November 14, 2026. The
Wright continues to prop up these aging,
uneconomical coal plants, often in cases
where no clear emergency is present and plant
owners have not requested such intervention.
The plant has cost more than $259 million to
operate beyond its May 2025 retirement;
losses which will very likely be paid by
midwestern businesses and families.

11

Announcement The Trump administration held its latest oil and gas
lease sale in the Gulf of Mexico, continuing its push to
expand fossil fuel development in federal waters.

The sale raised just $82.7 million, making it the
second-weakest sale in more than a decade
and highlighting the limited industry appetite
for drilling in the region. Still, even a lackluster
sale means more drilling, more pollution, and
greater risks to marine life and coastal
communities.

12

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Department of the Interior proposed
weakening safety requirements for Arctic offshore oil
and gas drilling.

The proposal suggests weakening rules
governing real-time monitoring of blowout
preventers and reviews of oil spill response
plans adopted after the Deepwater Horizon
disaster in the Gulf of Mexico. It would end
safeguards designed to reduce the risk and
consequences of catastrophic spills in one of
the most remote and environmentally sensitive
places in the country, while making it easier for
the administration to expand dangerous fossil
fuel development in the Arctic.

13

Announcement Energy Secretary Wright named Charlie Dankert as the
U.S. Department of Energy's next chief of staff.

Dankert has helped advance some of the
administration's most aggressive attacks on
clean energy, including signing onto an agency
fact sheet that wrongly blamed renewable
energy for grid reliability risks. His
appointment signals the Energy Department’s
hostility to cleaner, more affordable energy
sources.

14

Announcement EPA Administrator Zeldin touted to executives at a
National Coal Council meeting that the Trump
administration had completed many of the items on the
coal industry's "wish list."

As the o]cial charged with protecting public
health and the environment, Zeldin is giving an
extraordinarily disturbing admission. After
rolling back pollution safeguards, granting coal
plants exemptions, and steering billions
toward uneconomic coal plants, the
administration has made clear it is prioritizing
fossil fuel interests over Americans' health,
energy bills, and climate security.

15

Announcement The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced
that it was seeking public input on ways to streamline
permitting for coal ash waste.

Allowing facilities to operate under general
permits, as the proposal suggests, would
reduce oversight by imposing standardized
requirements not tailored to the conditions at
speciKc coal ash dump sites. A general
permitting approach would also reduce
opportunities for public participation in the
permitting process, limiting opportunities for
community input and public review.

16

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency proposed
handing Alabama authority over coal ash disposal
permits.

This occurred the same day the agency sought
input on ways to streamline coal ash
permitting nationwide, including through
broader use of general permits. Together, the
actions could reduce federal oversight and
public participation in decisions involving coal
ash, a toxic waste product that can
contaminate groundwater and threaten nearby
communities.

17

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Department of the Interior proposed
weakening the rules used to calculate royalties that oil,
gas, and coal companies pay for extracting publicly
owned resources.

The proposal would make it easier for fossil
fuel companies to underpay for resources
extracted from public lands, allowing them to
extract resources without compensating local
communities fairly for the right to do so. It is
part of the administration's broader effort to
ease regulatory oversight of the fossil fuel
industry at the expense of the American public.

18

Announcement The U.S. Department of Energy once again extended an
emergency order to keep Colorado's Craig Unit 1 coal
plant available to operate beyond its planned retirement
date.

The administration continues to rely on these
emergency orders to prop up aging coal plants,
even as many of the facilities have generated
little to no electricity under such orders.

19

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Department of the Interior proposed rolling
back commonsense safeguards for oil and gas leasing
on public lands designed to protect public input and
hold oil and gas companies responsible for cleaning up
dangerous well sites, making it more likely that
taxpayers will be left paying for the industry’s mess.

The proposal would let companies set aside a
cleanup bond of just $25,000 across an entire
state, down from $500,000, and slash the bond
for an individual lease from $150,000 to
$10,000. It would also eliminate public
comment periods for scoping and
environmental analysis, leave communities
only 10 days to protest after the Bureau of
Land Management decides which lands to
offer for drilling, and end required notice to
landowners before the federal government
leases the oil and gas beneath their property
for drilling.

20

Rules &
regulations

FERC said it will no longer evaluate the cumulative
environmental impacts of natural gas infrastructure
projects when doing an environmental review.

The announcement came in conjunction with
its approval of a new pipeline expansion
project in Pennsylvania and Ohio. The move
will make it harder to fully assess the
environmental and public health
consequences of natural gas projects, which
produce emissions of a greenhouse gas with
more than 80 times the heat trapping potential
of carbon dioxide.

21

Announcement The U.S. Department of Energy issued another
emergency order extending the life of a coal-Kred unit
at Washington’s Centralia Generating Station.

The order requires the plant to remain available
through the summer despite long-standing
plans for its retirement. The administration
continues to double down on costly, polluting
generation rather than focusing on the new
clean energy, storage, and transmission
resources needed to meet growing electricity
demand over the long term.

22

Announcement The Trump administration announced a bailout of
hundreds of millions of dollars to keep old, dirty coal
plants from closing, and to open up two new plants.

The move is a stunning waste of taxpayer
funds for a fuel that has been on decline for
two decades. Coal is uncompetitive
economically; no new plant has been built
since 2013, and coal’s share of electricity
production dropped from more than half two
decades ago to just 16 percent today.
Americans have already spent an extra $235
million on six coal plants that the Energy
Department forced to stay open since last
May. Propping up coal billionaires with
taxpayer money puts polluters Krst and the rest
of us at risk.

23

Announcement The U.S. Department of Energy issued an emergency
order to prop up another coal plant, Unit 1 at the
Stanton Energy Plant.

The plant was scheduled to begin shutdown
this month. That is now the seventh coal plant
the administration has decided to extend a
lifeline, in deKance of basic economics (and to
the detriment of the environment and public
health).

24
Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency proposed to
terminate a 12-year-old agreement that would have
shuttered a coal plant in Wyoming by 2027.

Simultaneously, the EPA will not require the
plant to install the advanced pollution controls
it avoided by agreeing to close.

25

Announcement Energy Secretary Chris Wright extended emergency
orders for two fossil fuel power plants in the Mid-
Atlantic.

The plants are Eddystone Generating Station in
Pennsylvania and Wagner Generating Station
in Maryland. The extension keeps these dirty,
uneconomical plants propped up for another
three months.

26

Executive
action

President Trump signed off on a key permit to
construct the Bridger Pipeline Expansion project, often
referred to as Keystone Light.

This project will threaten local water supplies
and exacerbate climate change by pumping
huge volumes of Canada’s sludgy tar sands oil
along a portion of the canceled Keystone XL
pipeline’s route.

27

Rules &
regulations

The Bureau of Land Management issued a Knal rule to
lower royalty rates for oil and gas leases.

The lower rates were set by Republicans’ One
Big Beautiful Bill Act last year setting the for
new leases minimum from around 17 percent
to 12.5 percent. Lowering rates incentivizes
more drilling on public lands, which will
increase pollution and lock in greater fossil
fuel dependence.

28

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Department of Energy delayed enactment of a
rule designed to phase out fossil fuel use in new or
majorly renovated buildings.

The compliance date was scheduled as May 1,
but it is now being pushed to September 1.
Mark Kresowik of the American Council for an
Energy-E]cient Economy said the standards
would “reduce costs for the federal
government, so delaying them is a hit to
taxpayers.”

29

Executive
action

President Trump signed a memorandum invoking the
Defense Production Act to direct federal support
toward expanding oil, gas, and coal production.

The move allows the administration to tap
billions in federal funding and use emergency
powers to accelerate fossil fuel infrastructure.
The administration is using this tool to lock in
more volatile, expensive energy systems while
simultaneously undermining efforts to build
cheaper, cleaner, more stable alternatives.

30

Announcement The U.S. Department of Energy issued an extension of
an emergency order to keep running Unit 1 at the Craig
Station coal-Kred power plant in Colorado.

Unit 1 was scheduled to shut down at the end
of 2025, but Energy Secretary Chris Wright
issued an emergency order late last year to
prop it up. It represents another attack by this
administration on Americans' health and
energy costs.
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Action What happened Why it matters

1

Rules &
regulations

The EPA and the Army Corps proposed
dramatically narrowing which wetlands and
streams are protected by the Clean Water
Act.

The proposal would go signiKcantly beyond the
Supreme Court’s 2023 Sackett decision in narrowing
Clean Water Act protections, with consequences for
drinking water, wildlife habitat, and communities that
rely on wetlands to absorb Poodwaters. NRDC analysis
estimates the proposal could put at least 94 percent of
wetlands and 79 percent of streams in the continental
U.S. at risk of losing federal protections, leaving
millions of acres and miles of waterways more
vulnerable to pollution and destruction.

2

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers published
a Knal rule reissuing numerous permits
nationwide for activities that alter, Kll in, or
destroy federally protected waters.

The Corps renewed a general permit that allows oil and
gas pipelines to be built, which could lead to pipelines
stretching for hundreds of miles and crossing hundreds
of water bodies. The Corps also announced a separate
nationwide permit pathway to fast-track data center
construction, without assessing the distinct
environmental impacts of such facilities.

3

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
proposed a new rule that guts Clean Water
Act protections for tens of millions of acres
of wetlands and countless streams.

The rule, which comes after the U.S. Supreme Court's
disastrous 2023 decision in Sackett v. EPA, will further
increase Pood risks, harm wildlife habitat, and degrade
drinking water sources for millions of Americans.

4

Rules &
regulations

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator Lee Zeldin announced that
the agency will formally revise Biden-era
wastewater discharge standards for coal-
Kred power plants. These limits were
designed to reduce the release of toxic
heavy metals like arsenic, mercury, and lead
into rivers and streams.

The rollback caters to the coal industry at the expense
of public health and clean water protections. It
jeopardizes drinking water sources and aquatic
ecosystems while signaling the administration’s
broader effort to revive coal power through weakened
environmental safeguards.

5

Announcement The Trump administration rescinded an
agreement that aimed to restore salmon
populations in the PaciKc Northwest and
opened the door to breaching four dams on
the Lower Snake River.

This decision unravels years of negotiations between
Tribes, states, and environmental groups that sought a
path forward to protect endangered salmon. The
reversal re-escalates a decades-long legal and policy
battle over the Columbia River dam system, risking not
only ecological collapse for key Ksh species but also
violating commitments to Tribal nations.

6

Announcement The Trump administration formally exited
the settled Resilient Columbia Basin
Agreement via presidential memorandum,
nullifying a 2023 accord with Washington,
Oregon, and four Tribes that pledged more
than $1 billion toward salmon restoration
and clean energy studies for 14 Snake River
dams.

This reversal derails a historic settlement that outlined
Tribal-led salmon restoration and clean energy
initiatives in the Columbia River Basin. The
administration's decision undermines both treaty
obligations to Indigenous nations and efforts to protect
endangered salmon, which are key to maintaining
regional biodiversity.

7

Agency memo U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator Lee Zeldin issued a
memorandum warning states and Tribes not
to use the Clean Water Act to block or delay
federally approved energy projects.

The very premise of this memorandum undermines the
Clean Water Act’s cooperative federalism framework,
and the administrator’s threats—if carried out—could
reduce access to clean water and heighten health risks
for millions of Americans, all while exacerbating the
climate crisis by increasing the development of fossil
fuel-based energy projects.

8

Announcement The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
announced a joint initiative to revise the
deKnition of Waters of the United States
(WOTUS) under the Clean Water Act.

Revising the deKnition of WOTUS threatens to strip
federal protections from countless streams, wetlands,
and other critical waterways that supply drinking water,
support wildlife, and prevent Pooding. This move could
leave millions of acres of wetlands and thousands of
miles of streams vulnerable to pollution and
destruction.

9

Executive order The Trump administration issued an
executive order on providing water
resources in California and disaster
response efforts in certain areas of the
state.

By overriding state standards and environmental
safeguards, the order prioritizes political optics over
sustainable solutions in a region already stressed by
drought, climate change, and water overuse. Instead of
strengthening disaster response, it fuels conPict and
puts California’s water future—and its most vulnerable
communities—at greater risk.
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1

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
withdrew guidance that helped states and
wastewater treatment plants identify and
reduce PFAS pollution coming from
industrial facilities.

The move eliminates a tool critical for stopping the
toxic “forever chemicals” before they reach waterways,
drinking water sources and sewage sludge. It is another
step backward in the EPA’s efforts to tackle PFAS
pollution at its source, which can help stop the pollution
before it enters into water systems.

2

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Department of Transportation
blocked California’s 2024 law phasing out
single-use one-pound propane cylinders
beginning in 2028.

The move blocks California’s effort to replace
disposable cylinders with reusable or reKllable
alternatives. It marks another federal challenge to the
state’s rightful authority to impose environmental and
public health protections stronger than national
standards.

3

Rules &
regulations

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission
proposed weakening radiation protection
rules.

The decision would remove the requirement that
nuclear plant owners keep radiation exposure "as low
as reasonably achievable" and would needlessly
increase exposure for both nuclear workers and the
public. The proposal is especially concerning because
thge NRC is moving ahead without adequate public and
scientiKc consultation on a standard that has helped
guide radiation safety for decades.
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guide radiation safety for decades.

4

Personnel
action

The Trump administration ousted all 22
members of the independent board that
oversees the National Science Foundation.

The board was Knalizing a report on the state of U.S.
science, which likely would not have been favorable to
the administration’s record. The move weakens
independent scientiKc oversight and raises serious
concerns about political interference at an institution
that supports scientiKc innovation and helps develop
the next generation of U.S. scientists and engineers.

5

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
proposed weakening protections against the
cancer-causing gas ethylene oxide at
medical sterilization facilities.

The decision would roll back key parts of standards
expected to cut EtO pollution by about 90 percent,
affecting nearly 2.3 million Americans that live near
such facilities.

6
Announcement The Mine Safety and Health Administration

stopped publishing data tied to inspections
of sites with repeated violations.

Not publishing this data will mean less public
accountability and input regarding potentially
hazardous mining projects.

7

Announcement The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
dismissed a recent Knding by the World
Health Organization’s cancer review agency
that atrazine, the second most widely used
herbicide in the United States, is “probably
carcinogenic to humans.”

More than 60 countries have banned the chemical due
to its endocrine-disrupting properties and risk of
groundwater contamination. Atrazine is used
extensively in the United States on crops like corn,
sorghum, and sugarcane. Atrazine can cause hormone
disruption, oxidative stress, and there is indication of
tumors in human and animal studies.

8

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) proposed revisions to its Toxic
Substances and Control Act formaldehyde
risk evaluation, a potentially precedent-
setting change that would mean increased
risk to both toxic chemicals and radiation.

The move would reverse the agency’s long-standing
(and accurate) position that there is no threshold at
which exposure to the cancer-causing carcinogen is
safe. Nancy Beck, deputy assistant administrator at the
EPA and a former chemicals industry executive, has
long advocated for this change.

9

Personnel
action

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
issued furlough notices to thousands of
staff, primarily targeting employees who
work on scientiKc research and the
enforcement of anti-pollution laws.

The layoffs rePect a broader pattern of cutting
environmental protections, many of which have
bipartisan roots dating back to the Nixon
administration.

April 27,
2026

March 13,
2026

January 26,
2026

January 5,
2026

December
3, 2025

October 21,
2025
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1

Announcement Energy Secretary Chris Wright brushed off
legitimate concerns about the rapid growth
of AI data centers as "overblown," comparing
critics to opponents of fracking and urging
supporters to "win this argument."

Dismissing such concerns as fearmongering ignores the
legitimate questions communities and policymakers are
trying to answer and reinforces an approach that
prioritizes large corporations over average people. NRDC
submitted comments challenging the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency's (EPA) proposal to exempt data
centers from the requirement to get a permit before
beginning construction. The EPA’s plan is just one way
this administration is putting its thumb on the scale to
make it easier for data centers to circumvent local
opposition.

2

Announcement The U.S. Department of Energy is reworking a
$500 million grant with steelmaker Cleveland-
Cliffs that was originally awarded under the
Biden administration to support a hydrogen-
based decarbonization project. The company
has dropped its plan to use hydrogen and is
now proposing a blast furnace powered by
coal, coke, and natural gas, operated by
artiKcial intelligence.

The department appears to be actively helping
Cleveland-Cliffs reverse a climate-forward industrial
decarbonization investment into a fossil fuel-powered
project, potentially transforming a grant meant to cut
emissions into one that locks in long-term pollution.

3

Announcement The Trump administration issued four
proclamations directing the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency to provide
sweeping “regulatory relief” from air and
water pollution rules, targeting what it called
“burdensome safety restrictions” that it
claims threaten U.S. energy and economic
security.

The proclamations cover coal plants, taconite iron ore
processing facilities, and certain chemical
manufacturers that produce chemicals related to
semiconductors, medical device sterilization, advanced
manufacturing, and national defense systems. While the
full implications remain unclear, the proclamations are
similar to previous Mercury and Air Toxics Standards
(MATS) exemptions and may lay the groundwork for
rolling back a wide range of environmental protections
under the guise of national security.

Date
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July 23,
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Action What happened Why it matters

1

Rules &
regulations

The Trump administration is moving
forward with plans to repeal the Roadless
Rule, which protects millions of acres of
national forests from roadbuilding and
logging, despite more than 1.6 million
public comments opposing the repeal.

Repealing the rule would expose roughly 45 million
acres of protected national forests to new roads and
logging, threatening wildlife habitats, clean drinking
water, and outdoor recreation. The administration is
pressing ahead despite overwhelming public
opposition, with roughly 99 percent of comments
submitted during the initial scoping period opposing
repeal.

2

Rules &
regulations

The Trump administration Knalized a Kve-
year rule allowing oil and gas companies
operating in Alaska's Beaufort Sea to
incidentally harm or kill protected polar
bears and walruses during year-round
drilling and exploration activities, despite
nearly universal opposition.

Polar bears and walruses are already under enormous
pressure from climate change and disappearing Arctic
sea ice. The rule gives oil and gas companies broader
authorization for activities that could disturb these
vulnerable animals, including polar bears and their
cubs during the critical denning season when
disruptions can be especially dangerous. The Fish and
Wildlife Service disregarded warnings from its own
scientists about the risks drilling poses to polar bears,
instead adopting industry-backed assessments that
downplayed potential harm.

3

Announcement The Bureau of Land Management
announced plans to auction nearly 250,000
acres of public land in Wyoming for oil and
gas leasing.

Leasing does not automatically authorize drilling, but it
is the Krst step toward oil and gas extraction that will
bring along greater greenhouse gas emissions at a
time when the United States should be doing all it can
to wean itself off fossil fuels. The sale would open a
vast area of public land to potential future fossil fuel
development, extending the Trump administration’s
push to expand oil and gas leasing on lands meant for
the American public.

4

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service directed
staff to interpret the Endangered Species
Act as prohibiting only intentional or
knowing harm to protected wildlife,
excluding many accidental deaths caused
by development and other human activities.

The directive further narrows the ESA after the
administration eliminated the long-standing regulatory
deKnition of “harm” earlier this year. The change would
remove protections from “incidental harm,” which is
how the vast majority of endangered species are killed,
creating a huge loophole that could have disastrous
consequences.

5

Rules &
regulations

The Bureau of Land Management proposed
a new permitting system that would allow
certain oil and gas projects in Alaska’s
National Petroleum Reserve to move
forward without project-speciKc
environmental review.

The proposal could lead to more risky oil and gas
development across the 23 million–acre reserve. It
could also mean less scrutiny of impacts on wildlife,
habitat, water, and nearby Alaska Native communities
in one of the largest remaining expanses of
undeveloped land in the country.

6

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Department of Agriculture
proposed rescinding the Roadless Area
Conservation Rule, which would strip
protections from nearly 45 million acres of
national forests and open them to new
roads, logging, and other extractive
development.

The Roadless Rule has protected some of the country’s
most intact forests for 25 years, safeguarding wildlife
habitat, clean drinking water, and ecosystems from the
lasting damage caused by roads and industrial
development. Repealing it would put tens of millions of
acres at risk to beneKt logging and extractive
industries, despite broad bipartisan public support for
keeping these lands protected.

7

Announcement The U.S. Department of the Interior
identiKed hundreds of billions of tons of
untapped coal on public lands, with Interior
Secretary Burgum touting the reserves as
justiKcation for expanding coal
development.

Burgum's remarks signal the administration intends to
further expand coal mining on public lands, particularly
across western states, despite coal's well-documented
impacts on air pollution, climate change, water
resources, and nearby communities. The
announcement underscores the administration's
continued focus on maximizing fossil fuel extraction
over conservation, public health, and the transition to
cleaner, lower-cost energy.

8

Rules &
regulations

The Trump administration Knalized rules
that weaken Endangered Species Act
protections by making it easier to destroy
habitat used by endangered and threatened
species, even when directly harming them.

The changes make it easier for mining, oil and gas, and
other development projects to move forward in
sensitive habitats, giving added weight to cost
estimates submitted by oil and gas companies and
mining interests.

9

Rules &
regulations

The Bureau of Land Management is seeking
public comment on a proposal to revoke
protections for more than 336,000 acres
surrounding New Mexico’s Chaco Culture
National Historical Park.

The proposal would reverse a 2023 decision to protect
this pristine landscape from new fossil fuel
development for 20 years. The move threatens
culturally signiKcant Tribal sites and sensitive natural
resources surrounding one of the nation’s most
important archaeological areas.

10

Executive order President Trump signed executive orders
dramatically shrinking Bears Ears and
Grand Staircase-Escalante national
monuments in Utah.

The unlawful orders would strip protections from
millions of acres of protected public lands and cut
them down to roughly 1/10th of their current size. The
orders threaten culturally and scientiKcally signiKcant
landscapes and dismantle the Tribal commission that
helps to manage Bears Ears, sidelining Indigenous
communities with deep ties to the land.

11

Rules &
regulations

The White House Knalized a rule that would
end virtually all habitat protections for
endangered species.

The rule would narrow Endangered Species Act
protections by excluding habitat destruction from the
law's deKnition of "harm,” a complete departure from
how the law has been interpreted for decades. Habitat
loss is a leading driver of species decline; excluding it
from the Endangered Species Act will signiKcantly
weaken one of the nation's cornerstone wildlife laws.

12

Announcement The White House approved a controversial
permit allowing a company to convert an
existing natural gas pipeline into a water
pipeline to pump and export groundwater
from California’s Mojave Desert.

Large scale groundwater pumping could deplete desert
aquifers and damage springs and wildlife habitat. The
50-year right-of-way could lock in decades of
groundwater extraction from one of the country’s most
fragile and water-scarce landscapes.

13

Announcement The Trump administration approved a
permit for a controversial 10-mile gravel
road through Alaska's Izembek National
Wildlife Refuge.

The proposed route could cause lasting damage to
sensitive wetlands and some of the world's most
important migratory bird habitat. The approval allows
the project to advance despite three pending federal
lawsuits, locking in potentially irreversible
environmental harm before legal challenges to the road
are resolved.

14

Announcement The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
announced it will hold another Gulf of
Mexico oil and gas lease sale on August 12,
offering roughly 80 million acres for drilling.

The sale is the third one mandated under last year's
budget reconciliation law. The announcement
continues the administration's effort to expand fossil
fuel development on public waters, even after recent
Gulf lease sales drew relatively little industry interest.

15

Executive order The Trump administration issued an
executive order that would repeal the
longstanding practice that agencies have to
designate areas for motorized travel based
on suitability criteria.

The order would open public lands and national parks
to further motorized travel, unless agencies can justify
why they should not be. It comes just weeks after the
administration repealed the Public Lands Rule and
could open the door for more damaging industrial
activity across hundreds of millions of acres of public
lands.

16

Announcement The U.S. Department of the Interior
announced it is moving to streamline
permitting for oil and gas development in
Alaska’s National Petroleum Reserve.

The department said it plans to launch a 45-day public
scoping period, the Krst step toward bypassing
necessary environmental review to permit oil projects
in the reserve more quickly. The Trump administration
is looking to recklessly expand fossil fuel development
on public lands while simultaneously slowing or
outright blocking affordable clean energy projects.

17

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Department of the Interior repealed
the Bureau of Land Management’s Public
Lands Rule.

The decision eliminates the requirement that
conservation be weighed alongside mining, drilling,
timber, and grazing across 245 million acres of public
lands. The rule was Knalized in 2024 with more than 90
percent of public commenters in support.

18

Announcement The U.S. Department of the Interior
transferred 1.4 million acres along Alaska’s
Dalton Utility Corridor to state authority.

The move could clear the way for major industrial
development, including the proposed Alaska liqueKed
natural gas project and Ambler Road mining corridor.
The transfer threatens public lands by opening the door
to a private mining road, pipeline development, and
broader damage to sensitive Arctic ecosystems.

19

Announcement The U.S. Forest Service announced it is
closing 57 of its 77 research facilities
across 31 states.

Much of the Western United States is currently
suffering record temperatures and serious drought,
both of which increase the risk of wildKres. As climate
change gets more intense, closing these centers
threatens to derail scientiKc research critical to
understanding the causes of, and best ways to combat,
surging wildKres.

20

Rules &
regulations

The Trump administration proposed
revoking protections from new oil and gas
leasing for more than 300,000 acres
surrounding Chaco Culture National
Historical Park.

These protections have safeguarded a UNESCO World
Heritage Site and the ancestral homelands of Pueblo,
Navajo, and other Tribal families.

21

Announcement In a sweeping and unprecedented move, the
so-called “God Squad” voted to exempt Gulf
of Mexico drilling from key Endangered
Species Act protections.

This reckless decision puts some of the most
vulnerable wildlife in U.S. waters directly in harm’s way.
The exemption is unlawful and dangerously broad,
creating a precedent that could undermine one of the
nation’s most effective wildlife protection laws.

22

Announcement The U.S. Department of the Interior sold
$163 million worth of sensitive lands in the
National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska, totaling
roughly 1.3 million acres.

It was the Krst oil and gas lease sale in the NPR-A in
seven years. The sale opens up more drilling in a
fragile Arctic region, putting critical wildlife habitat and
ecosystems at risk, as well as deepening our long-term
reliance on fossil fuels. Areas leased included lands
set aside to protect local community subsistence
needs, critical wildlife habitat, and designated special
areas.

23

Announcement The Trump administration Knalized a
controversial land swap in Arizona that
paves the way for development of a large-
scale copper mine.

Resolution Copper would build one of the largest
underground copper mines in North America. The deal
opens up land considered sacred by Tribal
communities to industrial mining, raising serious
concerns about cultural harm and environmental
damage.

24

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service published
a proposed rule shielding oil and gas
operators from liability for harming or killing
protected polar bears and PaciKc walruses
on Alaska’s North Slope.

The proposal would weaken key protections by limiting
accountability when oil and gas operations harm or kill
these threatened species. The change could make it
easier for fossil fuel development to expand across
sensitive Arctic habitat already under severe pressure
from climate change.

25

Announcement NOAA announced it is considering rolling
back federal vessel-speed limits that require
large ships to slow down in areas where
endangered North Atlantic right whales are
present.

The rule has been one of the most effective tools for
preventing deadly ship strikes, a leading cause of right
whale deaths. Weakening it could push the species,
already one of the most endangered whales in the
world, closer to extinction.

26

Announcement The U.S. Department of the Interior
announced plans to offer 80.4 million acres
in the Gulf of Mexico for oil and gas leasing
in August, as part of the GOP’s disastrous
tax bill last summer.

The One Big Beautiful Bill Act mandated at least two
Gulf lease sales per year through 2039. Locking in
lease sales for the next decade and a half commits
vast public waters to continued fossil fuel
development, deepening climate pollution and risking
already vulnerable Gulf Coast communities and
ecosystems.

27

Announcement The U.S. Department of the Interior
announced plans to conduct an oil lease
sale in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
this winter.

Opening the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to new
leasing threatens one of the nation’s most ecologically
sensitive landscapes and would put wildlife,
Indigenous communities, and the climate at risk.

28

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Department of the Interior released
a set of proposed changes to the
Endangered Species Act that would deprive
wildlife of fundamental protections from
habitat destruction.

Since its passage in 1973, the Endangered Species Act
has saved 99% of listed species from extinction. The
move sets the stage for commercial factors to
supplant scientiKc ones as the primary determinant of
species status, which will have hugely negative
consequences for biodiversity and ecological health.

29

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Department of the Interior
rescinded the 2024 Bureau of Land
Management rule governing the National
Petroleum Reserve–Alaska (NPR-A).

The move dismantles essential safeguards for the
single largest ecologically intact landscape in the
United States, and clears the way for aggressive
industrial expansion across 23 million acres of public
lands.

30

Announcement The Bureau of Land Management
announced plans to conduct oil and gas
lease sales in March on public lands in
Arkansas, Colorado, Louisiana, Michigan,
Mississippi, and Nevada.

Opening more public lands to drilling threatens wildlife
habitat, water resources, and frontline communities
already burdened by pollution. Instead of expanding oil
and gas leasing, BLM should be prioritizing
conservation, clean energy deployment, and
responsible stewardship of public lands that belong to
all Americans—not the fossil fuel industry.

Date

October 14,
2026

October 8,
2026

September
28, 2026

September
17, 2026

September
8, 2026

August 18,
2026

July 23,
2026

July 22,
2026

July 15,
2026

July 13,
2026

July 10,
2026

July 10,
2026

July 10,
2026

July 7,
2026

May 29,
2026

May 15,
2026

May 11,
2026

May 6,
2026

April 3,
2026

April 2,
2026

March 31,
2026

March 18,
2026

March 16,
2026

March 11,
2026

March 3,
2026

February
19, 2026

February 3,
2026

November
19, 2025

November
17, 2025

November
12, 2025

  Page 1 of 2  

  Page 1 of 2  

Search in table

Action What happened Why it matters

1

Announcement The U.S. Department of the Interior moved
toward leasing roughly 67 million acres of
federal waters near the Mariana Trench
Marine National Monument for high-risk
deep-sea mining.

The move comes despite calls from Northern Mariana
Islands Gov. David Apatang for Congress to impose a
regional moratorium on deep-sea mining. Commercial
deep-sea mining remains largely untested, and
disturbing the seaPoor could cause permanent damage
to fragile, poorly understood marine ecosystems. The
administration is again moving to launch a new
extractive industry despite opposition from local
leaders and communities.

2

Announcement The U.S. Department of the Interior
announced plans to move forward with
leasing for deep-sea mining off the coast of
American Samoa.

It would be the Krst commercial deep-sea mining lease
sale anywhere in the world. Deep-sea mining remains
largely untested, and scientists warn it could cause
irreversible damage to fragile marine ecosystems
before its environmental impacts are fully understood.
American Samoa's government has already passed a
moratorium opposing the practice, citing threats to
ocean resources that support local communities and
livelihoods.

3

Announcement The Trump administration initiated a federal
review of California's Coastal Management
Program in relation to the state’s oversight
of offshore oil production, spaceport
infrastructure, pipelines, desalination
projects, and undersea cables.

This comes as the administration has advanced a Kve-
year oil and gas leasing program that would open
California’s coasts to oil and gas drilling over the state’s
clear objections.

4

Rules &
regulations

The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
began seeking public comment on its
proposal to lease more than 2,500 square
miles near the mouth of the Chesapeake
Bay for seabed mining.

Seabed mining could disturb marine ecosystems,
disrupt commercial Ksheries, and interfere with military
operations in one of the nation's most ecologically and
strategically important waterways. Scientists warn that
sediment plumes and habitat destruction could have
lasting impacts on marine life.

5

Executive
action

The Trump administration issued
proclamations rolling back protections for
three marine monuments in the PaciKc.

The monuments are Papahānaumokuākea, the Islands
Unit of the Mariana Trench Marine National Monument,
and the Rose Atoll Marine National Monument
(American Samoa). The move opens up sensitive
marine ecosystems to commercial Kshing and
threatens local marine life and cultural heritage in
these areas.

6
Announcement The Trump administration announced plans

to dismantle the Ocean Observatories
Initiative (OOI).

The OOI is a critical deep-sea observation system that
collects data on ocean health, including current
patterns, climate variability, and marine biodiversity.

7

Announcement NOAA accepted a deep-sea mining
application in the Clarion-Clipperton Zone of
the PaciKc.

This is the Krst time NOAA has ever found a
commercial recovery application in compliance in the
45-year history of DSHMRA, the relevant federal law.
NOAA's decision in January 2025 to unlawfully change
its own regulations—in violation of the DSHMRA's clear
directive that the exploration and commercial recovery
phases of deep-sea mining be conducted separately—
is what made this possible. The approval opens the
door to risky mining activity in one of the least
understood ecosystems on earth, and comes as the
International Seabed Authority is already working to
establish a global regulatory framework for deep-sea
mining.

8

Announcement The U.S. Department of the Interior
announced plans to merge the Bureau of
Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) and the
Bureau of Safety and Environmental
Enforcement (BSEE) into a single entity.

The two agencies were created separately in 2011 on
the recommendation of an independent commission
investigating the Deepwater Horizon disaster. The
structural separation of BOEM and BSEE was a hard-
won lesson of the Deepwater Horizon catastrophe.
This dangerous decision is going to weaken protection
for oil workers, for coastal communities, and for
marine life.

9

Announcement The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
announced it is expanding the area under
consideration for offshore mineral leasing
near the Northern Mariana Islands.

The move would roughly double the acreage under
review. Opening up more ocean territory to potential
mining raises serious concerns for the health of fragile
marine ecosystems and coastal communities.

10

Announcement The Trump administration announced that it
is once again attempting to strip away
critical protections for the Northeast
Canyons and Seamounts Marine National
Monument.

The monument is home to deep-sea corals,
endangered species, and countless animals found
nowhere else on earth. The rollback would put this
delicate ecosystem at risk of serious and potentially
irreversible harm from commercial Kshing.

11

Announcement The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
Knalized the Krst offshore oil and gas lease
sale for Alaska's Cook Inlet.

The sale was mandated under Republicans’ One Big
Beautiful Bill Act. Like the above BOEM lease, this
move could have devastating ecological and health
consequences for local communities and will
exacerbate the effects of climate change.

12

Announcement The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
has put out a Request for Information for
what would be the Krst-ever offshore
mineral lease sale in federal waters off
Alaska.

The move would open vast, sensitive ocean areas to
dangerous mining activity, despite limited
understanding of the impacts of such actions on
critical Ksheries and marine life. It will also exacerbate
the already warming conditions in the Arctic region
caused by climate change.

13

Rules &
regulations

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration Knalized a rule to fast-track
permitting for deep-sea mining in
international waters.

Deep-sea mining poses a serious threat to marine
ecosystems, with scientists warning that damage to
fragile seaPoor habitats would be irreversible. By
weakening environmental oversight and fast-tracking
development, this action paves the way for future
extractive activity in international waters.

14
Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Department of the Interior released
its Kve-year plan for offshore oil and gas
drilling.

The plan considers opening as many as 34 auctions in
federal waters, in addition to the 36 mandated by the
administration’s tax bill earlier this year.

15

Announcement The U.S. Department of the Interior said that
it will not conduct National Environmental
Policy Act reviews for offshore federal oil
and gas lease sales mandated by the
administration’s disastrous tax law.

NEPA reviews facilitate community participation and
a]rms the responsibility of federal agencies to
consider climate change and environmental justice
impacts as integral components of project decisions.

16

Announcement The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
announced the areas off American Samoa
and the Northern Mariana Islands that it is
considering for offshore minerals lease sale
—the Krst such auction in more than 30
years.

Deep-sea mining could cause irreversible harm to
fragile marine ecosystems and Ksheries that sustain
local economies and communities in U.S. territories.
The technologies proposed for these operations
remain unproven and may not be commercially viable,
heightening both environmental and economic risks.
And the international community, through the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, is still
negotiating global rules to govern deep-sea mining, a
process the United States should support, not
undermine.

17

Announcement The U.S. Department of the Interior said it
will not hold public hearings nor accept
comments on a supplemental
environmental review of the Cook Inlet
offshore lease sale.

This comes despite a court ruling that the agency
failed to consider several important factors that could
harm endangered species, such as beluga whales.
Cutting the public out of the process will undermine
transparency on a project with direct consequences for
endangered species and coastal communities.
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1

Announcement The Trump administration asked a federal
court to reopen its approval of the Maryland
Offshore Wind Project.

The new request comes after a judge already rejected
an earlier request to review the project’s federal
permits. It threatens to further delay a major offshore
wind development that has already undergone more
than a decade of federal review, creating additional
uncertainty around efforts to bring on new, affordable
electricity generation.

2

Announcement The Trump administration asked a federal
judge to remand a key federal permit for
Revolution Wind, an offshore wind project
that has already begun generating
electricity and installed all 65 of its turbines.

Revolution Wind is already helping keep electricity bills
in check for Connecticut and Rhode Island residents.
The administration is injecting new uncertainty into a
nearly completed clean energy project that will
eventually generate enough electricity to power more
than 350,000 homes, even as electricity demand and
utility bills continue to rise across the Northeast.

3

Announcement The U.S. Department of Energy canceled
three National Interest Electric
Transmission Corridor designations
intended to accelerate development of
major interstate transmission lines.

The designations would have unlocked federal
Knancing and permitting tools for transmission
projects spanning parts of the Great Plains, Southwest,
and Mid-Atlantic. At a time of rapidly growing
electricity demand and rising power prices, the country
needs more transmission, not less.

4

Announcement The Trump administration is paying off
another company to not produce offshore
wind energy, the Kfth time it has done so.

RWE said it would abandon projects off the coasts of
New York, California, and Louisiana, which would have
powered up to 2.1 million American homes. So far, the
Trump administration has handed out nearly $4 billion
in U.S. taxpayer funds to companies to get them to
walk away from offshore wind projects designed to
provide affordable clean energy to American
households and businesses.

5

Announcement The U.S. Department of Energy reworked a
nearly $489 million loan for Puerto Rico’s
grid, eliminating Knancing for planned solar
projects in favor of gas.

The shift takes a federal investment intended to pair
solar and storage on Puerto Rico’s notoriously
unreliable grid and redirects it toward greater potential
reliance on imported fossil fuels, exposing residents to
volatile fuel costs rather than taking advantage of
abundant, locally produced solar power. It’s another
example of the administration sidelining clean energy
projects to advance its fossil fuel agenda, even where
renewables can strengthen resilience and reduce
dependence on imported energy.

6

Announcement The Trump administration paid another
offshore wind developer to abandon a
project.

The North Carolina project could have powered more
than 300,000 homes. This is the fourth announced
taxpayer-funded payout to not produce clean power, at
a time when electricity demand is soaring and the
effects of fossil fuel-created climate change are
worsening. All told, the administration’s reckless anti-
wind crusade has cost American taxpayers more than
$2.5 billion to date.

7

Announcement The Trump administration used U.S. tax
dollars to pay off yet another company so
that it would not produce reliable offshore
wind energy.

The four newly abandoned projects could have
provided enough power for more than 3 million homes.
With this latest deal, the total U.S. taxpayer cost for the
Trump administration’s offshore wind buyouts is
roughly $2.5 billion.

8

Announcement President Trump posted a list of so-called
“green energy regulations” that his
administration had terminated.

In reality, the list consisted almost entirely of actions
his administration has taken to deregulate the fossil
fuel industry, which will lead to greater greenhouse gas
emissions and more health problems for Americans.

9

Announcement The Trump administration effectively halted
approvals for roughly 165 onshore wind
projects by stalling routine Defense
Department sign-offs, citing national
security concerns.

Many of the projects were already approved or near
completion, and represented about 30 gigawatts of
power, enough to supply electricity to roughly 15
million homes. The move creates uncertainty for
developers and undermines one of the fastest,
cheapest sources of new electricity at a time of
skyrocketing energy costs.

10

Announcement The U.S. Department of the Interior
announced two more buyouts of wind
projects off the coasts of California and
New Jersey.

These deals come after the Trump administration
negotiated a $1 billion payout to French energy
company TotalEnergies to stop two wind projects off
the coasts of North Carolina and New York. This is a
double whammy for Americans, wasting their tax
dollars and halting affordable energy projects.

11

Announcement The U.S. Department of Agriculture
announced plans to halt all Renewable
Energy for America Program grant awards.

This historically bipartisan program has directly helped
30,000 farmers, ranchers, and rural small businesses
across all 50 states lower their energy bills and save
money for over two decades. It is a major blow to
farmers already grappling with skyrocketing diesel
prices.

12

Announcement The Trump administration announced it
would give nearly $1 billion in taxpayer
funds to TotalEnergies so that it would NOT
build new wind projects off the coasts of
New York, New Jersey, and North Carolina.

It also promised funds to help shift capital to oil and
gas operations in the Gulf instead. Electricity rates
have shot up since the start of President Trump’s
second term. Yet the administration has now resorted
to outright payouts to stop new renewable energy
ready to help bring those costs down.

13

Announcement The Trump administration appealed a
federal court ruling that found its blanket
halt on wind project permits unlawful.

At a time of rising electricity demand and grid strain,
the judge’s ruling allowed Kve nearly completed wind
projects capable of delivering nearly six gigawatts of
power—enough for 2.5 million homes—to move
forward.

14

Personnel
action

The U.S. Department of Energy laid off 134
workers at a former federal renewables lab
in Colorado.

The lab, formerly the National Renewable Energy Lab,
was a critical piece of the U.S. government’s efforts to
develop clean energy. The move is emblematic of this
administration’s self-defeating hostility to the clean,
affordable energy sources of the future.

15

Announcement The U.S. Department of Energy canceled a
$1.8 billion loan to Arizona Public Service,
the largest investor-owned utility in the
state.

The loan would have helped Knance “new or upgraded
transmission projects, renewable power generation,
and grid-integrated energy storage systems.” The
cancellation further compromises federal clean energy
Knancing and raises greater uncertainty for utility-led
investment plans.

16

Announcement The U.S. Department of Energy announced
it had canceled $83 billion in clean energy
loans, with $9.5 billion in wind and solar
projects being replaced by natural gas and
nuclear power.

Canceling wind and solar projects, and replacing them
with fossil fuels (in the case of natural gas), will both
raise electricity prices and worsen the climate crisis.
Rather than going after affordable clean energy to
score political points, the administration should be
investing in them, listening to the science and
economics which both point to clean energy as the
future.

17

Announcement The Trump administration targeted Kve
more offshore wind projects along the East
Coast, including for Coastal Virginia
Offshore Wind, the largest project of its kind
in the United States.

The Kve “paused” projects were fully permitted—some
in the Knal stages of construction—and represent
nearly 6 gigawatts of clean energy generation, capable
of powering more than 2.5 million homes. The move
comes just two weeks after a federal judge ruled that
the administration’s executive order blocking wind
energy projects was illegal and is the latest chapter in
the administration’s all-out assault on energy sources
providing good-paying jobs and ready to meet the
power demands of millions of American homes and
businesses.

18

Announcement The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
Kled a motion to reconsider approval for
two offshore wind projects off the coast of
Massachusetts.

The projects, New England 1 and 2, could provide
affordable, reliable power for nearly one million homes
in the region. The motion is the latest in a series of
moves by the Trump administration to target the
offshore wind industry in the United States.

19

Announcement The U.S. Department of Energy renamed the
National Renewable Energy Laboratory,
which is now called the National Laboratory
of the Rockies.

NREL had long been the main lab for renewable energy
and energy e]ciency research and development. The
move follows the department’s recent closure of
several o]ces focused on renewables and is
emblematic of the Trump administration’s hostility to
clean energy.

20

Personnel
action

The U.S. Department of Energy eliminated
multiple clean energy o]ces as part of a
sweeping reorganization. The cuts include
the O]ce of Clean Energy Demonstrations,
the O]ce of Energy E]ciency and
Renewable Energy, and the State and
Community Energy Programs o]ce.

These o]ces were signiKcantly expanded under the
InPation Reduction Act in recognition of the
importance of renewables for both ensuring American
energy security and tackling the climate change crisis.
The reverse course taken by this administration
rePects a broader attack on clean energy in favor of
fossil fuel interests, which will only harm Americans'
health and Americans' pocketbooks.

21

Announcement The U.S. Department of the Interior has
canceled the Esmeralda 7 Solar Project in
Nevada, an enormous solar plant that would
have produced 6.2 gigawatts of clean
energy, enough to power nearly two million
homes.

The administration is attacking renewable energy from
every angle—canceling projects, piling on new layers of
political review, and imposing unnecessary
investigations that delay or derail clean power
development while continuing to fast-track oil, gas, and
coal. Even fellow Republicans are sounding the alarm:
Utah governor Spencer Cox warned that blocking
projects like Esmeralda 7 “is how we lose the AI/energy
arms race with China,” noting that advances in solar-
plus-battery technology now make renewables close to
baseload power and critical for U.S. competitiveness.

22

Announcement The U.S. Department of Energy is reportedly
preparing to cancel more than 600
additional clean energy grants worth over
$20 billion that were established by the
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.

These cancellations would gut some of the country’s
most promising clean energy initiatives designed to
produce and transport low-carbon hydrogen and
remove carbon pollution from the atmosphere. These
projects would also help build out the grid and make
manufacturing cleaner.

23

Announcement The U.S. Department of Energy announced
plans to slash $7.5 billion in grants that
would fund U.S. battery plants, grid
upgrades, clean vehicle manufacturing,
hydrogen hubs, and industrial
demonstration projects, cuts that appear to
primarily targeted states with Democratic
senators.

These cuts threaten to kill hundreds of thousands of
good-paying factory jobs and raise energy costs for
American families, all while stalling innovation and
clean energy projects needed to meet rising demand.

24

Announcement The U.S. Department of Energy announced
it will redirect $365 million in clean energy
funding, originally set aside for rooftop
solar and battery storage in Puerto Rico,
toward repairing the island’s existing power
grid.

Amid increasingly serious tropical storms made worse
by climate change, Puerto Rico urgently needs a
resilient, reliable energy supply, something that these
dollars were meant to help provide through solar power
and battery storage technology. Puerto Rico needs
more effective use of current FEMA funding to support
its immediate energy needs, but stripping funds from
solar and battery storage to patch up a grid system
that has failed residents repeatedly cripples Puerto
Rico's long-term energy security.

25

Announcement The Army Corps of Engineers issued new
guidance to use the Clean Water Act
permitting process to prioritize fossil fuel
projects over renewables.

By stacking the permitting deck against renewables,
the administration is creating new obstacles to true
energy security and further delaying or derailing clean
energy projects critical for cutting emissions and
lowering energy costs.This thinly veiled attack on
renewables (particularly wind) echoes the President’s
anti-wind rhetoric and is part of a broader, coordinated
campaign across federal agencies to kneecap clean
energy while propping up fossil fuels.
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1

Announcement The U.S. Department of Agriculture again
delayed releasing nearly $50 million in
congressionally appropriated funding for the
Sustainable Agriculture Research and
Education program.

This is the second consecutive year that the USDA has
held up the funding, adding to uncertainty for a
bipartisan program that has supported sustainable
agriculture research for decades. The move leaves the
money at risk of expiring and returning to the Treasury
if it is not released by September 30.

2

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Department of Treasury's CDFI
Fund quietly removed “climate-focused
Knancing” as an eligible activity under many
of its programs (including its Knancial and
technical assistance awards, as well as its
Native American CDFI Assistance Program).

Stripping climate-focused projects from eligibility
undermines CDFI communities’ ability to invest in clean
energy, resilience, and sustainability at a time when the
vast majority face disproportionate climate impacts.
It’s another example of the administration sidelining
climate solutions, even in programs designed to expand
opportunity and strengthen economic development in
vulnerable communities.

3

Announcement The O]ce of the Comptroller of the
Currency at the U.S. Department of
Commerce announced its withdrawal from
the interagency principles for climate-
related Knancial risk management for large
Knancial institutions.

This withdrawal removes a key federal initiative aimed
at integrating climate risk into the oversight of major
banks. Without this guidance, Knancial institutions may
lack standardized approaches to assess and mitigate
risks associated with climate change, such as those
from extreme weather events or shifts in carbon-
intensive industries.
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1

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
proposed a rule that would roll back safety
and water pollution standards for toxic coal
ash.

Coal ash contains hazardous pollutants linked to
serious health harms such as cancer, heart disease,
and brain damage. The proposal would make it easier
for power plants to extend deadlines for closing unlined
coal ash ponds, undermine national monitoring, and
eliminate standards for certain types of coal ash
dumps.

2

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
proposed a rule that would repeal regulation
of the cancer–linked chemical ethylene
oxide.

The rule regulating this chemical was put in place in
2024, and sterilizer companies had already been in the
process of moving into compliance. Ethylene oxide has
known links to cancer—in 2016, the EPA itself found the
chemical was 30 times more toxic to adults and 60
times more toxic to children than previously
understood.

3

Executive order President Trump signed an executive order
to protect and expand domestic production
of glyphosate-based herbicides (such as
Roundup), while seeking legal immunity for
their manufacturers.

The World Health Organization and multiple studies
have linked glyphosate directly to cancer, including an
increased risk of non-Hodgkin lymphoma by 41
percent. Framing the chemical as critical to “national
security” could lock in continued use despite grave
public health risks.

4

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
proposed repealing chemical safety rules
that required thousands of industrial
facilities to better prevent and prepare for
dangerous accidents.

The rollback would eliminate requirements to account
for heightened risks from Pooding and other climate-
driven disasters, leaving communities more vulnerable
to chemicals. It would also drop safeguards requiring
oil reKneries using hydroPuoric acid—a substance lethal
even at low concentrations—to evaluate safer
alternatives.

5

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
proposed rolling back protections that
require chemical manufacturers to report
their use of PFAS.

The decision would soften compliance for rules,
passed by Congress, to help policymakers better
understand the source and scope of toxic
contamination related to these extremely hazardous
chemicals.

6

Announcement The U.S. Department of Defense quietly
delayed PFAS cleanup timelines at two
military bases in Oregon and Washington by
six years, part of broader delays at nearly
140 sites nationwide.

Communities near contaminated bases, many of which
are already facing health risks from PFAS exposure, will
be left in limbo for years longer, with critical cleanup
work pushed well into the 2030s.

7

Announcement EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin said the
agency will fast-track safety reviews of new
chemicals tied to AI data centers and
related infrastructure.

The move is expected to prioritize chemicals like PFAS
used in semiconductor manufacturing, substances that
pose well-documented health and environmental
threats. This will open the door for dangerous rollbacks
of protections under the guise of “innovation,” leaving
communities exposed to toxic pollution.

8

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) announced a delay for the deadline
for manufacturers and importers to submit
unpublished health and safety data on 16
toxic chemicals.

The chemicals include known carcinogens and
substances linked to developmental harm, and the data
is required of chemical companies to inform risk
evaluations under the updated Toxic Substances
Control Act. Stalling access to critical health data
undermines the EPA’s ability to evaluate and limit
exposure to highly toxic substances like benzene, vinyl
chloride, and BPA.

9

Announcement The Trump administration is considering a
rule to weaken regulations that limit the use
of PFAS in consumer goods.

The new rule would weaken the EPA's ability to regulate
these chemicals by evaluating them by use, rather than
as a whole, ignoring how cumulative exposure harms
health. This change could gut effective state
protections like California’s Proposition 65 and make it
harder to hold manufacturers accountable.
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1

Rules &
regulations

The Trump administration moved to sharply
weaken federal fuel economy standards for
cars and light trucks.

Transportation is already the largest source of U.S.
greenhouse gas emissions. The National Highway
Tra]c Safety Administration itself estimated that the
changes will cost the average driver $1,400 more in
fuel over the lifetime of their vehicle.

2

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Department of Transportation
adopted a new, weaker legal interpretation
for fuel economy standards for medium-
and heavy-duty trucks.

The move is another piece of the administration’s
broader dismantling of vehicle e]ciency and tailpipe
pollution standards, making it harder for U.S.
manufacturers to compete as global markets
increasingly shift toward cleaner, more e]cient
vehicles.

3

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
proposed weakening pollution standards for
tailpipe pollution from heavy-duty trucks,
including scrapping stricter limits on
dangerous nitrogen oxide (NOx) emissions.

The proposed repeal would eliminate requirements
that manufacturers ensure their pollution-control
equipment function in the future. A standard becomes
completely meaningless if the technology isn't built to
last. Warranty and useful life requirements may sound
like corporate Kne print, but they're the teeth of this
clean air rule.

4

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
submitted four old California air pollution
rule waivers to Congress for revocation
under the Congressional Review Act,
including one from as far back as 2009.

California has clear authority to set stronger than
federal standards under Section 209(b) of the Clean Air
Act. With the Trump administration having abandoned
its federal responsibility to regulate tailpipe emissions
earlier this year, it is now going after state rules that do
so in an attempt to bring back gas guzzlers at a time
when gas prices are skyrocketing.

5

Announcement The Trump administration Kled a notice of
appeal to revive its attack on New York
City’s congestion pricing program.

A federal judge dismissed the administration’s case
earlier this year. The appeal targets a policy that is
already delivering clear results and as public opinion
has shifted, with more New Yorkers now supporting
the program as its beneKts become tangible.

6

Announcement The U.S. Department of Justice Kled a
lawsuit to block California’s vehicles
emissions standards, including its zero-
emissions vehicle program.

Federal law authorizes other states to adopt
California’s standards, making cleaner, more affordable
options broadly available. The attack on these
standards is another example of the Trump
administration putting oil producers over people.

7

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Department of Transportation
proposed increasing the domestic content
requirement for electric vehicle charging
stations from 55 percent to 100 percent for
federally funded highway projects, including
the $5 billion NEVI program.

The move follows a recent court ruling that found the
administration unlawfully froze NEVI funds, raising
concerns that this proposal is simply another attempt
to stall the program. Analysts say a 100 percent
domestic content threshold would likely delay charger
deployment by disrupting existing supply chains and
creating new compliance hurdles, slowing the buildout
of a national fast-charging network.

8

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Knalized its rejection of California’s effort to
apply its heavy-duty vehicle inspection and
maintenance rules to trucks registered
outside the state that travel within the state,
limiting the regulation to in-state vehicles
only.

The decision weakens California’s ability to curb
pollution from out-of-state trucks that travel its
highways every day, undercutting clean air protections
and making it harder to reduce harmful emissions from
one of the largest sources of smog-forming pollution.

9

Announcement The U.S. Department of Justice announced
it will stop criminal prosecution for the use
or sale of “defeat devices.”

“Defeat devices” disable or bypass vehicle pollution-
control systems, directly undermining clean air
protections and public health. By stepping back from
enforcement—enforcement that even the Krst Trump
administration actively and successfully engaged in—
this administration is signaling that polluters can evade
the law without serious consequences.

10

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Department of Transportation
moved to rollback fuel economy standards
for cars, SUVs, and pickup trucks, paving
the way for drivers to pay more at the pump.

Shockingly, the standard proposed for 2031 (34.5 mpg)
would be lower than what automakers already hit in
2024 (35.4 mpg). These rules were forecast to save
Americans $23 billion in fuel costs and reduce gasoline
consumption by 70 billion gallons through 2050.

11

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
moved to block California’s Clean Truck
Check program, which requires emissions
testing and monitoring for heavy-duty diesel
trucks operating in the state.

California’s rule is designed to slash nitrogen dioxide
and particulate pollution, prevent thousands of
premature deaths, and curb climate-warming
emissions from one of the dirtiest sectors on the road.
Blocking it would undercut a proven state-led model
that other states could adopt to clean up their air,
meaning more toxic pollution, more avoidable deaths,
and slower progress toward zero-emission freight.

12

Rules &
regulations

The Federal Transit Administration
proposed new guidance that would stop
factoring carbon emissions into decisions
on transit grant awards.

The change strips climate considerations out of one of
the federal government’s biggest transit funding
programs, undermining efforts to prioritize low-carbon,
sustainable transportation projects, tilting funding
toward projects that lock in higher emissions and
leading to fewer investments in projects that beneKt
both the environment and people.

13

Announcement After a series of losses in court, the U.S.
Department of Transportation has restarted
the National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure
(NEVI) program. Critically, however, the
department said that states must reapply
for funding, and the newly issued guidance
removed a requirement that chargers be
placed every 50 miles along major
highways.

The charging station requirement was designed to
close coverage gaps and build conKdence in long-
distance EV travel by addressing range anxiety.
Dropping it could slow the buildout of chargers along
less-populated highway stretches, potentially leaving
rural and underserved areas behind, and risks
prioritizing high-tra]c or tourist locations over the
nationwide backbone needed for a transition to EVs at
scale.

14

Announcement The U.S. Department of Transportation
announced the cancellation of more than
$4 billion in federal funding for California’s
high-speed rail project between Merced and
BakersKeld.

This move delivers a major blow to one of the nation’s
most ambitious clean transportation projects. The
project has long been viewed as a model for
decarbonizing the U.S. transportation sector by
replacing short-haul Pights and car trips with zero-
emission rail travel. Pulling the funds could derail
California’s progress and chill other states’ high-speed
rail ambitions.

15

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) proposed updates to the Renewable
Fuel Standard program, including cutting
back the number of Renewable
IdentiKcation Numbers tied to renewable
fuels from foreign feedstocks and
eliminating renewable electricity as a
qualifying fuel under the program.

By disqualifying renewable electricity, the EPA is taking
direct aim at electric vehicle incentives, explicitly
aligning with the administration’s goal of dismantling
the "EV mandate." This move undermines support for
clean transportation and could stiPe progress toward
emissions reductions in the fuel and vehicle sectors.

16

Legislation President Trump signed Congressional
Review Act resolutions revoking California's
waiver to enforce its own vehicle emissions
standards, including a ban on new gas-
powered cars by 2035 and mandates on
zero-emission heavy-duty trucks.

California’s standards, adopted by a dozen other
states, have driven a major shift toward electric vehicle
adoption and investment. Overturning the waiver not
only disrupts that progress but contradicts
foundational climate science showing transportation is
a leading source of greenhouse gas emissions. The
move undermines clean air efforts, hinders U.S.
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move undermines clean air efforts, hinders U.S.
competitiveness in EVs, and has triggered legal
challenges over whether Congress had authority to
nullify California's waiver under the CRA .

17

Rules &
regulations

The National Highway Tra]c Safety
Administration issued a rule declaring that
it will no longer factor electric vehicles into
fuel economy calculations.

While the rule doesn’t change any current fuel economy
standards, it lays the groundwork for a broader rollback
expected to reshape standards through model year
2031. By excluding electric vehicles (EVs) from
compliance calculations under the Corporate Average
Fuel Economy (CAFE) program, the administration is
dismantling a key tool used to encourage EV adoption
and reduce transportation-sector emissions. It’s a
major step back from efforts to modernize U.S. fuel
economy policy and confront the country’s biggest
source of carbon pollution.

18

Announcement The Trump administration's O]ce of
Management and Budget directed the U.S.
Department of Transportation to disregard
a Government Accountability O]ce (GAO)
ruling that found that the administration
violated the Impoundment Control Act by
pausing $5 billion in congressionally
approved funding for the National Electric
Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) program.

This move underscores a signiKcant challenge to
congressional authority over federal spending, as the
administration continues to assert broad executive
discretion in budgetary matters. By rejecting the GAO's
oversight, the administration sets a precedent that
could weaken legislative checks on executive spending
decisions, potentially impacting the implementation of
infrastructure projects and other federally funded
programs.

19

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Department of Transportation
eliminated requirements that applicants
assess climate change, greenhouse gas
emissions, and environmental justice
impacts.

By scrapping climate and equity requirements, the
administration has weakened incentives for building
infrastructure that is resilient to extreme weather and
responsive to community health and environmental
disparities. This shift could lead to taxpayer-funded
projects that exacerbate carbon emissions and leave
vulnerable communities at greater risk from future
climate impacts.

20

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Department of Transportation
(DOT) removed climate mitigation and
environmental justice requirements from
two major bridge funding programs—
totaling $5.4 billion—declaring that such
“woke Biden-era” standards would no longer
apply.

By eliminating requirements that projects consider
climate resilience, pollution impacts, and effects on
vulnerable communities, the DOT is sidelining public
health, environmental protections, and long-term
infrastructure durability. These safeguards are crucial
for building infrastructure that can withstand extreme
weather and reduce transportation-sector emissions—
the largest source of carbon pollution in the United
States.

21

Rules &
regulations

The U.S. Department of Transportation
announced that the National Highway
Tra]c Safety Administration submitted a
new interpretive rule titled “Resetting the
Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE)
Program” to the O]ce of Information and
Regulatory Affairs for review.

The rule signals a dramatic shift in federal fuel
economy policy. While Transportation Secretary Sean
Duffy framed it as a correction meant to lower car
prices and protect consumer choice, in reality it
undermines the critical transition to electric vehicles,
increases emissions, and risks lasting harm to air
quality and public health.
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